
 

 

 

 

 

 

This table is intended to provide a broad summary of main proposed amendments that will have the most impact on the voting member 

or Candidate who is running in the election, but does not cover every proposed amendment in the Election Act.  

For a full review of every proposed amendment, please review the proposed changes to the Election Act located on the LLRIB website, 

or by requesting a paper copy (contact Ruth Thompson at executive.secretariat@llrib.ca).  Any specific questions on the amendments or 

process can be directed to Milt Burns at milt.burns@hotmail.com or 306 222 1478. 

 

ISSUE IN THE CURRENT ELECTION ACT PROPOSED AMENDMENT REASON(S) 

Electronic 

Voting 

There is no electronic 

voting option in the 

current Election Act 

Proposes to provide electronic 

voting (in addition to voting at 

advance polls or voting in person). 

Electronic voting provides increased access to 

voting to Members who reside in and outside of 

LLRIB Communities – this addresses a 

vulnerability in the current Election Act: currently, 

Members who reside off-reserve have less access 

to vote in elections. 

Election 

Tribunal 

• 8 Election Tribunal 

members are 

appointed by Council, 

with no alternates. 

• The Tribunal is made 

up of one Member 

from each LLRIB 

Community, one from 

off-reserve, and one 

Elder 

• Proposes a 

nomination/appointment 

process of 8 members and 8 

alternates to the Election Tribunal 

• Provides authority and clear 

direction to the Election Tribunal 

to recommend postponing an 

election and extending the term 

of Council, in very specific 

The current appointment of Members to the 

Election Tribunal without alternates can cause 

delays when a Member of the Tribunal can’t 

serve, and replacements must be appointed. 

 

In response to concerns from Members that the 

Election Tribunal be impartial and unbiased, the 

nomination/appointment process provides for 

increased input and participation from the 
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• No eligibility 

requirements for 

Election Tribunal 

members 

 

emergency or extenuating 

situations 

• Proposed that members of the 

Election Tribunal meet the same 

eligibility requirements as 

Candidates running in the election 

• Confirms that any breaches to the 

Act will be reported to the chair of 

the Election Tribunal and 

investigated by the Election 

Tribunal, which may make any 

decisions or determinations 

arising out of such investigation 

Nation and can result in greater representation 

from the Band on the Tribunal. 

 

In the current Election Act, the Chief Electoral 

Office has the authority to conduct elections, but 

no explicit authority to postpone or extend the 

term of Council in extenuating circumstances 

(like the Covid pandemic). The proposed 

amendments provide clarity that if this is to be 

done, it will be initiated by the Election Tribunal, 

following a strict and transparent process. 

Election 

Appeals 

Committee 

Election Tribunal hears 

appeals under the current 

Election Act 

Proposes the creation of an Election 

Appeals Committee, made up of 3 

people, who must meet the same 

eligibility criteria (where applicable) 

as Candidates running in the Election 

 

The proposed composition is: 

• one LLRIB Member; 

• one LLRIB Member or non-

Member with a legal background 

or background in facilitating 

appeals; and 

• one LLRIB Member who is an 

Elder. 

 

When deciding who to appoint, 

preference will be for nominees who 

have knowledge or experience 

relating to LLRIB membership, 

facilitating appeals, or Elections. 

The Election Tribunal was heavily involved in the 

administration of the 2020 election, likely 

because it was held during a global pandemic.   

A recommendation was made and is strongly 

supported by LLRIB’s legal advisors that a body 

that is not involved in the administration of the 

Election be established to hear any appeals 

arising from the Election. 

The same nomination/appointment process that 

is proposed for determining appointees to the 

Election Tribunal (as discussed above) is also 

proposed to be used for the Election Appeals 

Committee. 



Candidacy 

• Under the current Act, 

Candidates can’t have 

any debt owing to the 

Band, or any Band 

owned entity ($0 

threshold) 

• Candidates must 

submit a criminal 

record check to accept 

a nomination – 

however, there is no 

definition of what kind 

• There is no Code of 

Conduct for Candidates 

running in the election 

 

• Proposes allowing for a debt 

owing to the Band/Band owned 

entity up to $1,000, so long as 

there is an agreement in place 

to repay it (this could include 

demonstration that the debt is 

paid off every month) 

• Candidates must submit a name-

based criminal record check when 

they accept the nomination (which 

usually takes much less time to 

obtain), and if elected, must also 

submit a certified (finger-print) 

criminal record check 

• Proposes Part 8: Code of 

Conduct, which applies to 

campaigning 

The Election Tribunal felt that a $0 debt 

threshold unduly restricted Members from 

running for Council, especially in cases where the 

debt was considered “revolving” and paid off 

every month, like at the grocery store.  

  

The requirement that elected Chief and 

Councillors also provide a certified criminal 

record check will ensure that any deficiencies in 

the name-based check are corrected with the 

most accurate, up to date information available. 

 

The Code of Conduct was developed and shared 

with Candidates previously as a set of guidelines 

but was recommended by the Election Tribunal 

for inclusion. 

 

Amendments 

The current Act requires 

that to amend the Act, 

consent of a majority of 

Electors who vote at a 

meeting for that purpose 

is required (as long as 10% 

of the Eligible Electors 

participate in the vote). 

 

 

Proposed that a vote is still required 

to seek approval of a majority of 

Electors who vote on the 

amendments, but that there be no 

requirement that a minimum 

percentage of Electors vote at a 

poll or meeting on the amendment 

question. The addition of electronic 

voting is proposed, as an additional 

way to vote on the amendment.  

 

 

Having a minimum quorum for amendment of 

the Election Act can lead to situations where low 

voter turnout can limit important and necessary 

amendments to laws. Rather, the proposed 

amendment to remove a minimum percentage 

of participation in a vote to amend the Election 

Act is balanced with the proposed addition of 

electronic voting as an option. In practice, this 

change will likely lead to higher voting turnout, 

but currently, trying to achieve a minimum 

quorum of 10% of voters to allow for any 

amendment is a high administrative burden and 

expense to LLRIB, which limits functional 

improvements to the Election Act. 

 


