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Updated Plans for the 2022 

BWCAA Annual Meeting 

Come join us for the BWCAA Annual Meeting in the scenic 

Rocky Mountains September 23, 2022 hosted by Garrett 

Wentzel (Wentzel Whites) and Shawn and Allison Wentzel 

(Alaska Ranch). Tentatively, the business meetings will 

take place on the beautiful campus of the University of 

Montana Western in Dillon, MT.  

Special guest speaker is Brandon Schlautman, lead 

scientist for the 

perennial legume 

program with The 

Land Institute. 

Brandon works with 

alfalfa, kura clover and sainfoin, excellent forages for livestock. 

He cooperates with the Wentzels to conduct variety trials for 

sainfoin, looking for the best adapted genetics for the local 

environment. Sainfoin grows much like alfalfa but does not cause 

bloat. It can be cut as hay or grazed and used in mixed 

pastures/hayfields with perennial grains such as Kernza 

(potential wheat substitute).  The Wentzels allow sainfoin to bloom for their honey enterprise. Those 

interested in regenerative agriculture and sustainable forage, livestock, and perennial grain 

production systems will find Brandon’s presentation informative and engaging. 

Afternoon activities and evening meal featuring British White beef will take place at the Wentzel 

ranches in Twin Bridges, MT.  

You may also like to take in a bit of the Old West by visiting Virginia City and Nevada City close by. 

Virginia City and Nevada City lie along Alder Gulch about one mile apart, and is the site of 

the richest placer gold strike in the Rocky Mountains, with an estimated total value of 100 million 

dollars throughout the 18th and 19th century! The area represents the true and original Old West. 
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Virginia City was designated as the new territorial capital of 
Montana in 1865 when Alder Gulch had gathered most of Montana's population. At its peak, 10,000 
people flooded the area named "Fourteen-mile City" for the numerous settlements that lined the 
gulch. Virginia City became the largest settlement with an estimated population of 5,000 by mid-
1864. It rapidly became the territory's first social center and transportation hub. 

Virginia City is open year round and Nevada City is open Memorial Day weekend through 
September. Our busiest season is between Memorial Weekend and Labor Day when all of 
the lodging, shops, restaurants and saloons are open. There is still plenty to see and do when 
visiting after Labor Day. 

If you like to fish, there are numerous great sport fishing opportunities in the area. Bring your gear. 

For those traveling by air, both Butte and Bozeman offer service. Butte (66 miles from Dillon) offers 

service through Denver and Salt Lake. Car rentals are available from Hertz and Avis.  Bozeman, an 

International Airport, is further away (115 miles), but services many more cities.  

Several motels serve the area. For Dillon, the Wentzels recommended the Best Western Paradise Inn, 

FairBridge Inn Express, and Quality Inn Dillon on I-15. For those wishing to stay in Butte, Copper 

King Convention Center, Fairfield Inn and Suites by Marriot Butte, Holiday Inn Express and Suites. 

Rental cars are available from Hertz, Avis, National and Enterprise  

Reminders: 

Still Time for Heifer for Youth Applications 

Applications are now being accepted for the 2022 Heifer for Youth. 2022 will see the 6th 

heifer awarded since the program’s inception. See both Heifer for Youth and Youth Heifer Program 

Application on the BWCAA website under the “Forms” button. Applications are due July 15, 2022 

Members are encouraged to contact your local 4H and FFA advisors and inform them of 

this wonderful opportunity for their clubs. 

Photo Contest for the 2023 BWCAA Calendar 

Accepting Entries 

The annual photo contest for images to be included in the 2023 BWCAA Calendar 

is underway until June 30, 2022. Please use the highest pixel setting on your 

camera and avoid taking photos in portrait (vertical) mode. Landscape 

mode fits the calendar much better.  

. 

 



Why Take Performance Data? 

This past April, President Wiechmann sent the membership a letter requesting members endeavor to 

take and report performance data on their British Whites. Your board of directors feel that this effort 

will help us keep track of the genetic makeup of our breeding population. These data are necessary if 

we, as an Association, ever decide to begin determining Expected Progeny Differences (EPD’s). EPD’s 

are breed specific and are determined only by data accumulated by the breed association. Breeders 

use EPD’s as tools for selection when deciding which cows and bulls to keep in their herd. Following 

are a few reasons why data can be useful to your breeding goals. 

TRAIT WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? 
Birth weight Directly related to calving ease: Important for reducing or eliminating dystocia 

Calving Ease  Neither the cow nor their heifer nor their owner enjoys pulling a calf. Losing a calf at birth 
is costly and dangerous for the cow. 

205 day 
Weaning weight 

A cow that consistently weans a calf at 205 days that is at least 50% of her weight 
indicates good milk production.   

Mature cow 
weight 

British Whites are reported to be of moderate size, around 1000 to 1200 pounds when 
mature. Cows this size are proven to be more feed efficient, thus more economical to 
feed. One would need to know mature cow weight in order to determine of they are 
weaning a calf 50% of their weight. 

Hip Height Smaller cattle are more economical to feed and suffer less waste at the meat plant. 
Measuring hip height at weaning is an excellent and reliable indicator of mature size. Hip 
Height is used to determine Frame Score. British Whites should range in Frame Score 
between 4.0 and 5.5 . 

Gestation 
length 

Keeping track of gestation length identifies females that get bred on their first cycle after 
the beginning of the breeding season. Early calvers raise calves that weigh more when 
time to sell them. Early calvers indicate high fertility and will produce earlier calving 
heifers. 
  

Scrotal 
circumference 
in bulls 

Scrotal circumference is an indicator of the maturity of the bull’s daughters. Bulls with 
larger scrotal circumference should have daughters that reach puberty earlier. It is also 
an indicator of the capacity for sperm production. 

Carcass traits Those who sell beef or sell calves to feedlots can receive higher payouts for animals with 
favorable levels of marbling, rib eye area, proper fat thickness and tenderness.  
 

Stayability The ability of cows to remain in the herd for several years. It indicates fertility and the 
ability to consistently raise a calf to weaning for several years. 

Docility British Whites are known for their gentle nature. A docility score given while working 
cattle through a chute will indicate which animals pose a risk of harm to themselves or 
their handlers. Docile cattle also produce better meat due to less stress related effects on 
the meat. 

    


