
 
 

A community reshaping itself to be fit for God's purpose 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 

 

News from St. Martin's 
  

Looking Ahead 

 
I have to begin with a 

correction to last week’s opening 
from Lewis Carroll’s Through the 
Looking Glass. Of course, as you all 
knew, it was the White Queen and not 
the Red Queen who was Alice’s 
interlocutor. That’s the problem with 
being color blind – well that’s my 
excuse, anyway. 

We’ve had such a wonderful 
run with the Sunday morning 
weather over the summer. This past 
Sunday we had record numbers of 
around 70 worshipers and it’s just 
been so amazing for us all to discover 
the particular atmosphere of 
worshiping outside. But no matter 
how good the sun run has been - and 
hopefully will continue to be for the next two weeks - I have decreed that worship will 
move back inside on All Saint’s Day, Sunday November 1st. 

Details are still percolating through my mind and are in discussion with the 
technical crew. It’s so great to use that phrase technical crew in relation to worship – it 
really makes me feel modern and mega-church-y. Over the summer, Ian Tulungen, ably 
assisted by Emma Marion and David Brookhart - who has doubled as artistic director 
and head roadie - have put together our outdoor livestream each Sunday. In addition, 
Ian has also been the recorder, sound editor, and producer for the Liturgy of the Word 
audio webcast. As we move into the fall, I cannot praise enough the progress of leaps 
and bounds our technical support team has made in enabling us to audio webcast the 
Liturgy of the Word and to livestream the Eucharist each Sunday. In a time of 
pandemic, having such technical facility has enabled us to expand and, I believe, deepen 



our liturgical reach well beyond the natural limits of pre-pandemic in-person worship. 
Of course I cannot miss mentioning the amazing planning support of the Opening Up 
Committee and the Sunday-by-Sunday team of ushers who have set up and taken down 
the outside service each week. 
 We will begin on November 1st with one service at 9am - it's important to make 
as few changes as possible until we get resettled. Should the numbers become too great 
for socially distanced worship we will return to the 8 and 9:30 service format. 

Religion may be personal but it’s never private! May I commend Ray Suarez’s 
pithy and to the point short series titled Civility - the ad and link appear below. This is a 
series of four short videos, no more than five minutes each, and each of the four sessions 
is accompanied by reflection questions and an online discussion format where you can 
post responses. The most important takeaway from the series is the need for 
Episcopalians to be more forthright about how our faith informs our decision-making 
process, and to express this more publicly in the civil debate of the public square. 

A bellicose and intolerant, nationalistic religion masquerading as Christianity has 
sought to colonize the religious perspective in civil debate. The traditional 
Enlightenment solution to bad religion was to ban all religion from civil conversation. 
However, the antidote to bad religion is not no religion but good religion. So, let’s get 
motivated and go public. Remember religion may be personal but it’s never private! 
 
 
Stay sane and be safe, 
Mark+ 

 

Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness 

Sunday 
Liturgy of the Word 
(pre-recorded & webcast from 7 am) 
9 am Holy Eucharist 
(open air in-person & live-streamed) 
Please pre-register for in-person 
service 
10 am KidsZoom 

Tuesday 
9 am - Morning Devotions (in-person 
& Zoom) 
 

Wednesday 
7 am - Holy Eucharist (in-person & 
Zoom) 
9 am - Morning Devotions (in-person 
& Zoom) 
7 pm - Bible Study (online) 
 

Thursday 
5:30 pm Meditation Hour (in-person 
& Zoom) 

 
Services are conducted either in the chapel or the church 

 

 

 

 



Thanksgiving Baskets 

It's that time of year again! Please bring your items in a brown paper bag. 

Thanksgiving baskets will be distributed to Better Lives RI and Camp Street 

Ministries. We will continue to receive non-perishable food items for Better Lives 

RI throughout the year. 

 

Suggested Items: canned corn, green beans, mixed vegetables, canned cranberry 

sauce, canned squash or pumpkin, stuffing mix, instant potato, nuts... 

 

Healing Prayers 

Through these challenging times, day-to-day tasks can seem overwhelming. St. 

Martin’s is available to hear your concerns.  There is a Healing Prayers Box 

available at the Welcome Table each Sunday. Simply write your prayer request on 

one of the index cards provided and place it in the box. Clergy and/or The 

Healing Ministry will respond within one week. Questions about the Healing 

Ministry? Please contact Jeana Whittredge. 

 

Donations for Better Lives RI Food Pantry 

During this time of pandemic, many in our community have become food 

insecure due to job losses or illnesses rendering them unable to work. Please 

consider bringing a non-perishable food item to church on Sunday to donate to 

Better Lives RI.  

  

Join Us for KidZoom! 

KidZoom is St. Martin’s online church school for children and families. Join us 

every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. for relaxed home worship and a time for prayer, 

music, Bible stories, wondering, and fun! For most of our stories we provide the 

Action Bible, one per family. For a copy of your Action Bible or for more 

information, contact the Rev. Linda Griggs. 

 

The Thrifty Goose is Getting Ready for a New Season 

We are open for Fall shopping and accepting donations of new and gently-used 

fall and winter clothing and accessories. 

We're limited on space and not taking books or housewares, but if you have 

furniture or other larger items you wish to donate, email Heather Tingle (photos 

are helpful!). Please remember, all items should be in good, sellable condition. 

The Thrifty Goose is open Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 am - 2 pm, 

and all monies collected help support St. Martin's Church and its Community 

Ministries. 

 



There has been no more important a time than now for us to unite 

in the fervor of prayer for the state of the Union 
 

We remember all who are protesting against racial injustice 

For a commitment to peaceful protest and humane and sensitive policing 

For those whose fears of racial reconciliation have been inflamed by false 

narratives and toxic rhetoric 

 

Gracious Lord, let us truly open our ears and hearts 

to listen to the cry for justice for our black brothers and sisters; 

to be truly present to the guilt of our white privilege; 

to pledge ourselves to work tirelessly for to challenge communal divisions, 

racial fear, and economic oppression. 

 

Those who have been affected by changing climate 

Those whose lives are devastated by wildfires, hurricane, flood, and earthquake 

Those who have been touched by the Covid-19 virus: 

Who are ill or are in quarantine 

Who have lost family members or friends to the illness 

Everyone affected by the economic fallout of the virus 

Front line and service sector workers - esp. those endangered by employer 

disregard for worker safety 

Scientists and lab technicians working on a vaccine and other treatment 

breakthroughs 

 

Those who have birthdays this week: Amanda Fogle-Donmoyer, Andres Ditson, 

Thomas Munro, Penny Seacord, Gabriel Turilli, Karst Hoogeboom, Ben Tucker, 

Ellen Mills, and Margaret MacDonald 

 

Those commended to us: Eidan, Angela, Chris, Melissa, Jeremiah, Scarlett, 

Virginia, Justin, Eliza, Don, Michol, Mimi, Annette, Jean, Patrick, Paula, David, 

Ursula, Michael, Sam, Charlie, Truls, Jill, Christine, Katie, Beth, Linda, Tom, 

Tom, Chris, Martha, Timmans, Neal, Jennifer, Mark, Cynthia, Robin, Mariette, 

Isabella, Harry, Marvin, Gail, Sheila, Aldo & Madeleine, Kirby, Patrick, Annette, 

Jaymi, Sanford, Alisa & Grey, Elizabeth, Diane, Andy & Alice, Ashleigh, David, 

Marie, Susan, Larry, Wendy, Bobby, Tim, Irene, and Perry 

 

 

 

 



True allegiance: a matter of the heart or the wallet? 
Sermon for Sunday, October 18, 2020 

The Rev. Mark Sutherland, Rector 
 

I hate talking about money and you hate hearing me talk about money, 
especially in the sermon slot. But let me say two things and then get on with 
the task in hand: The first is to say thank you. The good news is that we are 
within 10% of our achieving our capital campaign target. The mixed news is 
that 50% of our membership has yet to participate. Just imagine our sense 
of achievement if we can reach 100% of membership participation. 

Spiritually and emotionally, each of us needs to know we have played 
our part. To those yet to make a gift, we need you to, not because we need 
the dollars - it looks like we will get these, but because we need your energy 
and enthusiasm as the real investment in our future. Remember any gift to 
Opening Our Doors to the Future Capital Campaign can be spaced over 
three years beginning with 2020. 

Secondly, today I am announcing the beginning of the five-week 
annual renewal campaign which focuses each year on recommitting the 
stewardship resources that will take us through a new church year in 2021. 
You all know how this works, so I need say no more other than to remind 
you to look out in the mail for the annual renewal letter and estimate of 
giving card from the Senior Warden and Treasurer. Both the annual 
renewal and the active phase of the capital campaign will end on 
Ingathering Sunday, November 22nd, the Sunday before Thanksgiving and 
Advent Sunday. 

So, as promised, to the task in hand. 
There is a change in tone and feel as Jesus arrives in Jerusalem. Fresh 

from the hopes and excitement of his teaching ministry in Galilee – the 
mood becomes increasingly confrontational. Jesus’ focus becomes one of 
avoiding the traps that are being set for him. In the atmosphere of religious 
and political extremes that characterized Jerusalem under the yoke of 
Roman occupation, there is small wiggle room between blasphemy on the 
one side, and treason on the other. 

In 2020, we are all too familiar with the spectacle of unholy alliances. 
It’s into the double-bind space of such an unholy alliance that Jesus walks. 
The unholy alliance Jesus faces is between the Herodian and Pharisee 
factions. The Herodians were the secular, beautiful people; the designer 
clothes wearing, Jewish jet set; the royalist and collaborationist party. The 
Pharisees were the strict but also, interestingly enough, the progressive 
religious party. 



We find the improbable scene of these two antagonistic factions 
teaming up in a very, very, unholy alliance in order to pose for Jesus the 
question: is it lawful to pay the poll tax (a flat-rate personal tax) to Rome? If 
Jesus answers yes, he commits blasphemy, for Caesar’s coin bore the 
inscription “son of god.” If his answer is no, he commits treason, denying 
the lawful authority of Rome. Talk about little wiggle room! 

How is Jesus to answer them? It’s dangerous to answer yes or no. Yet, 
so too is any attempt to offer a middle way answer. As we know only too 
well from contemporary, American, political debate, when an atmosphere 
of fear and mutual contempt characterizes a separation of competing 
political and religious world views, a moderate view pleases no-one. 

With the dexterity of a modern politician, Jesus confronts the 
question by asking a question. He asks his interlocutors: whose, head is on 
the coin?  It is they who are now in the jaws of a trap. Jesus’ next move is to 
state that some things are owed to civil authority and some things are owed 
to God. It appears simple: honor your obligation to each and don’t get them 
mixed up. Jesus’ answer silences his opponents, but we are still left with the 
unanswered question: what does he really mean? 

The health of the American body politic rests upon several neat 
separations, one of which - the separation of Church and State - is 
connected with today’s Gospel reading. It’s complicated to follow Jesus’ 
inference here. Although some of us resent the right of the government to 
levy taxes, few of us refuse to pay them, and we are less clear as to what 
“render unto God the things of God,” means. 

Jesus, the Pharisees, and the Great Seal of the United States are all in 
agreement. Each affirms the truth of the motto on the Great Seal, “In God 
We Trust.” It’s an interesting aside to note that from 1782 until 1956 the 
motto on the Great Seal was: “E Pluribus Unum, Out of Many, One.” In 
1957 it was changed to “In God We Trust.” It is interesting to speculate on 
the reason for the change. Maybe it’s time to revert to the earlier tag, but 
best not go there at the moment. 

In other words, while there is a constitutional distinction to be made 
between Church and State – incidentally, now much under attack – how are 
we to negotiate between our allegiance to God and duty to civil authority? 
Here, as in most areas of our lives we play a subtle game of selective 
cognizance. 

There’s a nice story told about the Christian conversion of the Gauls. 
When the Christian missionaries submerged a Celtic warrior beneath the 
waters of baptism, he raised his right arm up so that his sword arm and 



hand remained above the water.  The intent here was clear. The warrior was 
saying:  
 

While my heart and soul now belong to Jesus, I reserve my sword arm 
- at least for the time being - to do with it as I so choose, i.e. to kill and 
maim. Whatever the historical veracity of this story, it perfectly 
captures a common view today. While we may belong to Christ in 
baptism, our money is ours. 

 
That is to say, God can have our hearts and souls but not our wallets. 

The heart of this Gospel encounter is not concerned with creating a 
clean separation between civil and religious authority. The central issue 
concerns allegiance and ownership. To whom, or to what do we owe 
allegiance? Over which aspects of our life do we have a right to exercise 
ownership? The way we choose to answer these questions reveals the kind 
of persons we long to be, as well as the kind of community we envision 
ourselves belonging to. 

This is an interesting Gospel for the Sunday that signals the beginning 
of the Annual Stewardship Campaign for 2021. Several questions occur at 
this point: 
 

1. The main question is not how much do we need to give to meet next 
year’s budget; the question before us is to whom do we owe allegiance 
for everything that is good in our lives? 
2. Do we view the use of money in relation to our primary allegiance 
to God or is money, in effect, our Celtic warrior’s sword arm? 
3. Do we think our financial health and security are the fruit of our 
own achievement, or the grace-filled gift from God? 
 

Jesus’ confrontation with the Herodians and Pharisees challenges our 
comfortable assumption that our money is the product of our own 
skillfulness, our own good luck, or from a place of assumed privilege - our 
ability to command a nice financial reward. 

Jesus challenges us to think about our primary allegiances. He also 
invites us to encounter gratitude as our primary response to God for the 
good things we have been given to enjoy. 

Today, I invite us to enter into an intentional conversation about 
gratitude and generosity. We might begin our conversation with a 
recognition of our debt of gratitude to God. Drilling down to the next layer, 
I invite us to specifically reflect on three further questions: 



 
1. Who are the persons who fill our lives with a joy, who bring us to 
our knees, overwhelmed by a deep thankfulness to God? 
2. How has the generosity of God's providence manifested in our 
lives, often against all odds, that brings us to our knees in 
thankfulness for the reckless generosity of God? 
3. Can we go and do likewise, can we risk sharing our experience of 
gratitude by living lives of reckless generosity? 
 

Jesus answers his opponents by implicating them in the tensions they seek 
to entrap him within. He does not say that it is easy living in the tension 
between the things of Caesar, and the things of God. He simply warns us 
about the competing powers and influences vying to sway us, to capture our 
hearts, ultimately to own us. 

When we are silent or, that good old Episcopalian word, private about 
the primacy of our allegiance to God, we render ourselves vulnerable. 
Under the blasphemous illusion of owning ourselves, we become vulnerable 
to being owned by competing worldly allegiances, over which we really do 
have no control. Jesus’ interlocutors in today’s Gospel go away amazed. 
Where our heart is, so there will be our treasure. Who knows, maybe we too 
can become amazed by what we begin to glimpse ourselves being capable 
of. 


