
 

 



 

 

Voting is an act of moral agency. It is an act of moral discernment and decision. 
It is how a community or a nation decides how the moral values that it holds 
and shares shape public policy and the lives of people. The children of God. It is 
salutary to remember that partisan neutrality does not mean moral neutrality. 
 

- Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
 

Elections are a vital part of our democracy. While all election days 
call us to take our responsibilities as voters seriously, election season 
is a time of particular concern and anxiety. Many of us are worried 
about the future given serious medical, social, environmental and 
economic challenges society is facing. It is easy to be overwhelmed 
with worry, and tempting to give in to despair. But as people of 
faith we need to remember that Scripture reminds us not to be 
afraid; that God is with us through the hardest of times. 
 
St. Martin’s invites you to lay worry aside and to take this moment 
for prayer. Because when we pray we channel our energy away from 
worry and toward the God who sustains us. Prayer is not “doing 
nothing.” As theologian Walter Wink said, “History belongs to the 
intercessors—those who believe and pray the future into being.” 
 
Let us pray. 
 

For an Election (Book of Common Prayer, 822) 
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and 
privileges: Guide the people of the United States (or of this commu-
nity) in the election of officials and representatives; that, by faithful 
administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected and 
our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

For Social Justice (BCP, 823) 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move 
every human heart [and especially the hearts of the people of this 
land], that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disap-
pear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live 
in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



 

 

In Times of Conflict (BCP, 824) 
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in 
the midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one an-
other without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with mutu-
al forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

For those who Influence Public Opinion (BCP, 827) 
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voic-
es: Direct, in our time, we pray, those who speak where many listen 
and write what many read; that they may do their part in making the 
heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to 
the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

For the Nation (BCP, 258) 
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for 
your glory, to serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people 
of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of forbearance, 
that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

For Social Justice (BCP, 260) 
Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fear-
lessly to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; 
and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in 
the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the na-
tions, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis (BCP, 833) 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let 
us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, 
union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 
we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be under-
stood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that 
we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying 
that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 



 

 

 
Credo, A Litany of Grace 

 
In the place of “I believe,” you may say, 

“I trust” or “I open my heart to…” 
 

I believe God creates the world and all therein good, even very 
good, no matter how far from that goodness human beings wander; 
 
I believe Love casts out fear, and that living with compassion is the 
path to joy; 
 
I believe Gratitude threads all of the connections in the web of life; 
 
I believe Wisdom dwells among us, embodying both divine insight 
and human intellect; 
 
I believe Hope banishes cynicism, always drawing us toward a crea-
tive future; 
 
I believe Awe opens us to an awakened life that reaches out to the 
world to restore and save; 
 
I believe Justice flows all around us, like a healing river; 
 
I believe All Shall Be Well. 
 

- Diana Butler Bass with adaptations by L. Griggs 
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