


The Hard Places Community is a group of passionate friends 
who seek to reach people who are the most hopeless, 
broken, desperate, poor, and alone, right there in our own 
communities. We are married. We are single. Some of us have 
children. We are young. We are older. We are a multi-cultural 
mix. We are committed to the cause of Hope. 

We live among the broken. We know their names. Our lives 
are touched by their lives on a daily basis, and their lives are 
touched by ours. We are there with them in life’s triumphs, and 
we are there with them when their hearts and their hopes hit 
rock bottom. We bring relief. We bring restoration. We bring 
reconciliation. We are not afraid of the darkness. We choose 
to live among it, but to live our lives in such a way that the light 
within us shines though the dark around us. 

The Hard Places are not in certain locations or certain 
nations, and they are not confined within a certain culture. 
We seek to reach the Hard Places in the hearts of every man, 
which can be found in any location, any nation, and in every 
culture of this earth. We seek to flood the hard places with the 
message of Hope that has led each one of us from darkness 
to light, knowing that this hope is the only thing that sets man 
free. 

We are believers in Jesus Christ, and the word “Hope” to us 
is synonomous with His name. He is our only Hope. He is our 
everything. 

In these pages, we highlight one of our passions: the fight 
against child sex trafficking. It is our prayer that as you read 
our stories and see our pictures, you will be moved to join us 
in a passionate cry for FREEDOM!!! 

A Message From The Director.



The Hard Places Community did research on trafficking 
for sexual exploitation for four years before coming to 
Cambodia in 2008 to see if what we had been learning 
was indeed true. Though sex trafficking is an issue in 
many nations of the world, we were drawn to Cambodia 
for one reason: the age of the children who were being 
exploited. That first trip to Phnom Penh in 2008 verified 
that children as young as five years old were being sold 
on a regular basis for sex with grown men.

In January 2009, the Hard Places Community planted 
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, and dove right in to a world 

Almost every family was 

The Need.

of darkness deeper than any we had experienced thus 
far. We quickly began work in one of the most notorious 
villages in the entire world for the trafficking of very young 
children. Almost every family in our village was selling 
their daughters for sex, and there were no statistics at that 
time about the boys who were exploited. A three-year-old 
girl in our Kids Club was sold for oral sex for forty dollars, 
to a man who molested her and her four-year-old sister in 
a guest house over a long, painful weekend. 

As we learned about Khmer culture and begin to learn 
the Khmer language, we worked with children by day 
who were sold by night, we worked in residential after-
care centers with girls who had been rescued, and we 
learned about the hundreds of boys who were being sold 
every day, but whose pain was ignored by the community 
around them. 

Today, you can read about the impact the Hard Places 
Community is making in Cambodia, five years down the 
road. 

selling their daughters...



In June 2011, we opened the doors of the first Prevention 
and Restoration Center for boys in all of Cambodia. We 
chose to plant our center in the middle of the community 
rumored to be the worst for selling boys for sex. In 
Khmer, the Cambodian language. Punlok Thmey means 
“new growth”. We believe that every boy who has been 
sexually abused can have a chance at new growth. His 
life can be replanted in the ground of Hope, and he can 
be new again.

That first summer, we did construction and remodeling 
on our building. As we painted and scraped dirt and 
bugs off the floors, little boys from our neighborhood 
began to hang in the doorway, watching us. Then, they 
began to step inside our doorway, still watching us. 
Then, they began to plop down inside against the walls, 
chatting in Khmer and Vietnamese to our sweating, 
laboring short-term team. Then, they just stayed.

Today we have over 100 boys coming to our center for 
the day. All of our boys are either street-living or street-
working children. All of them are at high risk of being 
sold to a pedophile for sex because they live right in the 
middle of the sex-tourist area. Approximately 40% of 
them have already been sold. 

Our goal at Punlok Thmey Prevention and Restoration 
Center is to prevent boys from being sexually exploited 
and abused, and to restore the lives of those who 
already have been. We do this through daily Kids Clubs 
programs where the boys learn about decision-making, 
choices, hope, love, and relationship. We do this through 
building relationships with the boys through our English 
and Computer classes, and building relationships with 
their families through social work home visits. In our 
“Play Room,” our counseling room which focuses on play 
therapy, we build trusting relationships with boys who 
disclose their pain and tears to us, and in return find love 
and life. 

The name of our Prevention and Restoration program for 
girls is “Prook Thmey.” The words “Prook Thmey” in the 
Khmer language are literally translated “new morning” in 
English. Our hope is that each girl will see the sunrise on 
a beautiful new morning that no man can crush or destroy

In May 2010, we began our work with girls in the local 
public park most infamous among pedophiles in Phnom 
Penh. Day and night, both foreign and Khmer men come 
to this park, seeking young girls to feed their lust. In the 
past year, we had three eight-year-old girls who have 
been sold for sex to foreign and Khmer men many times, 
and one six-year-old. Khmer culture teaches that these 
girls are now stained for life.

Our goal at Prook Thmey Prevention and Restoration 
Center for Girls is to see every girl who has been sexually 
exploited and abused set free, and to prevent others 
from being sold. We’ve been doing this through a daily 
Kids Club program in the public park, and we opened 
Prook Thmey day center in August 2013 in a temporary 
shelter. In this small but cozy space, 30 girls come daily 
for English classes, discipleship, counseling, art and 
play therapy. We celebrated the opening of our new 
building with a Princess Party! Each girl was able to take 
a shower, which they were so excited about! They usually 
only bucket-bathe, so having water fall from Heaven 
was a huge treat for them. They picked out beautiful 
homemade dresses to wear and keep, painted their nails, 
ate a huge cake made in their honor, and learned that 
they are truly Princesses, worthy of love.

At Prook Thmey, we refuse to believe the lie that 
trafficked girls are stained for life. We point these 
precious ones to Hope, and Hope shows them that there 
is no stain too dark or too deep to be removed.

Building Hope. Building Dreams. Building Future.
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In December 2010 and January 2011, our Hard Places 
Community team partnered with another International 
NGO to conduct groundbreaking research in six different 
male brothels in Phnom Penh. HPC staff headed up the 
team of people who went into these brothels and did 
extensive interviews with forty different male sex workers 
there. Cambodian culture does not acknowledge that 
males can have intercourse with another male, nor that 
a male can be molested or raped. Thus, Khmer people 
traditionally have very little understanding of the shame 
and secrets that sexual abuse and exploitation bring to 
males. Because of these cultural misconceptions and 
the stigmas associated with them, the male brothels in 
Cambodia hide behind the guise of Massage Parlors. The 
signs hanging out front advertise “massage by man”, but 
men do not come there for just a massage.

Our staff asked these forty full-time male sex workers 
over seventy questions about their lives and lifestyles. 
The men who answered the questions were willing to do 
so because we told them that we wanted to help guys 
like them have better lives and futures. These interviews 
have been compiled into an official document that was 
published in 2012. The answers we got were surprising 
and heartbreaking, but they showed us the hearts of forty 
very special guys who were just like you and me-doing 
the best they can to make a living and provide for their 
families. 

From the interview questions, we found that some of the 
guys had never heard that HIV was sexually transmitted. 
We learned that some of them are married, and one 
had kids, but almost all their families had no idea they 
were sex workers. We learned that the plans they had as 
youth were somehow derailed, and the dream they had 
of making it in the big city of Phnom Penh had led them 
down this much darker path of shame.

We asked these guys, “If there were one thing we could 
do to help you, what would it be?” The answer was a 
resounding, “Teach us English!” In Cambodia, some of 
the best jobs are those that cater to the ex-pat community 
living here, and to the influx of tourists to Southeast Asia. 

So we began. We started out going to one of the brothels 
twice a week. We were disrupted over and over when 
customers came in to take a guy for sex. The guys are 
required to jump up, rip off their shirts, and stand in a 
line to be chosen. Four times a customer tried to take our 
English teacher!

For the year 2011, we went into the brothels to meet 
the men there. Today, the guys come to us. We started 
Punlok Thmey Tours just for these guys, to offer them a 
job outside of the sex trade. The guys start out coming 
to us to learn English, and then they can apply to 
be accepted to our job program that offers them an 
opportunity to be a tour guide.  Once they learn to speak 
English through our free classes, they lead tours around 
our city by tuk tuk. Someday we hope to add treks into 
the countryside and jungle for overnight trips.  After a few 
months of training, new guys who enter our program will 
be able to make a living outside of the sex trade. Through 
our loving and accepting staff, those who once worked 
in the male brothels are finding new life, and new growth. 
They come to the center with big grins on their faces, and 
jump up to have a conversation with any new foreigner 
who walks through the door!

In August 2013 we had the first three guys graduate 
from our job program. They are now on full-time staff with 
Punlok Thmey Tours, and are inviting friends and family 
into our program. Daily, we see the sparks of hope being 
lit in the eyes of these who are the most despised and 
unwanted by their own culture. We believe in them. And 
they know it.



Walk Against Traffick is the Hard Places Community’s USA-
based fundraising arm. It’s our main source of income, and 
vital to the success of every one of our programs. The work 
that we do is largely supported by Walk Against Traffick walk-
a-thons and other fundraisers throughout the year. Through this 
community of HPC supporters, anyone can be a part of the 
timely and intense work that we are doing in Cambodia, India 
and the USA.  

We have volunteer coordinators all over America who are 
committed to the cause of The Hard Places Community-to 
bring a glimpse of hope to the hopeless in the darkest corners 
of this world. These coordinators work with our USA Director, 
Drew Mellon, to host a series of events that involves people of 
all ages from their own communities. These events so far have 
been walk-a-thons, concerts, and races, all designed to bring 
people together for the cause of hope. 

 For more information on how to be a part of Walk Against 
Traffick, contact Drew at hardplacesdrew@gmail.com. 

www.walkagainsttraffick.org



www.hardplaces-community.org�
www.walkagainsttraffick.org 
The Hard Places Community and Punlok 
Thmey/Prook Thmey Prevention and 
Restoration Centers, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Supporters’ Story
Last year, two American ladies 
sat across the table from me and 
asked the question, “What can we 
do to help?”. From our lunch time 
conversation, I knew that these 
ladies truly yearned to make a 
difference. There weren’t meeting 
with me to make themselves 
feel better, to take warm fuzzy 
pictures of ragged children to 
share with friends, or to offer a 
bandaid as a temporary cure for 
the devastating wound child sex 
trafficking leaves. They wanted to 
know what WE needed in order 
to continue ministering to our 
children. I told them, “Support our 
staff. If you can give us monthly 
support for a staff member, we 
can hire more staff. More staff 
means more love and compassion 
poured out on broken hearts.” 
So, they did! These two ladies 
allowed us to hire two new staff 
members, and the ladies faithfully 
give $150 a month each to pay 
the staff members’ salaries. Oh, 
what a difference we see in the 
lives of our kids! If you truly desire 
to give a healing touch to sexually 
exploited children, then support 
one of our staff. Our staff will put 
hands and feet to your desire and 
make it a reality. You CAN make 
a difference in the lives of these 
children, no matter how far from 
Cambodia you are!  

Join the Team. 
Give Hope.
WE VALUE YOUR SUPPORT

I WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION
 
PLEASE PUT ME ON YOUR MAILING LIST

I WOULD LIKE TO GIVE A GIFT.  

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE: 

EMAIL:

To make a donation, please send checks to:
International Outreach Ministries
For: the Hard Places Community
PO Box 2140
McComb, MS 39649
Phone: 601-684-0558



www.hardplaces-community.org


