
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

SPRING 2020  •  VOLUME  13
THE CABANA REP   RT>>>>

The Summer House development was built 
around the year 2000. Each of the condos in the 
development was outfitted with multiple smoke 
alarms, e.g., a two bedroom condo has three 
smoke alarms installed, one in each bedroom and 
one in the alcove area. 

These smoke alarms are hardwired into the 
ceiling with three wires that supply power to 
the alarms and interconnect the alarms, so they 
operate together. If one alarm detects smoke all 
of the alarms will turn on with a loud siren. Each 
alarm has a nine volt backup battery to operate 
the alarm in case primary power is lost in the 
condo. Normal practice is to replace the backup 
battery once a year. If the battery is not replaced 
and it has been allowed to run down the alarm will 
generate a chirping sound to indicate the battery 
should be replaced. 

Most people replace the backup batteries on 
these alarms when required and believe they fulfilled 
their duty to keep themselves safe from a fire/smoke 
emergency. However, what most people may not 
be aware of is that the life of any smoke alarm is 
ten years, due to deterioration of the smoke detector 
circuit in the unit. 

The smoke alarms in the Summer House condos 
were installed approximately 20 years ago, which can 
be confirmed by opening the alarm, as you would to 
replace the battery,  and looking at the inside of the 
base unit attached to the ceiling. In the base unit you 
will see the date of manufacture of the alarm. If you 
have the original alarms in your condo,  the date of 
manufacture will indicate the year 2000. In fact, 
you may also see a date of replacement, which will 
indicate  the year 2010. 

Unless you know that the smoke detectors in 
your condo were replaced in the last ten years, you 
should check to see whether the date of replacement 
has passed. If this is the case, all smoke detectors 
in the condo should be replaced with units that are 
compatible with the present installation, i.e., three 
wire connection in the ceiling. This will ensure that they 
operate together in case of an emergency. 

Don’t assume that the smoke alarms are good simply 
because they appear to be operating normally. If the 
date of replacement has passed, especially if you still 
have the original Summer House smoke alarms which 
are  ten years overdue for replacement, there is a good 
chance they will not operate properly when you need 
them most, during a fire or smoke event. 

DANGER!  
OUTDATED SMOKE ALARMS

>>

SUMMER HOUSE 2020 ANNUAL MEETING HAS 
BEEN POSTPONED

>>

The annual meeting of the Homeowners Association will be postponed 
due to actions required as a result of the COVID-19 virus. A new date for 
the meeting will be announced as soon as practicable.

The primary purpose for the annual meeting would have been to elect 
officers for the Board of Directors. There are two seats available.  Please 
read the biographies of the candidates and place your two votes on 
the ballot provided to you an earlier packet sent.  There is also a space 
to write in your vote should you elect to vote for someone who has not 
already submitted a bio.

You must mail, email, or fax your ballot to the Summer House 
Clubhouse on or before Wednesday, March 25th, 2020, in order 
for it to be counted as noted in the 17 March email notice about the 
meeting postponement.  Please remember, if you own multiple units, 
you must  indicate which units you are voting for. The easiest way is 
to complete a separate ballot for each  residential unit of ownership. 
Garages and storage units do not count in this, or any vote.

CANDIDATES:
• Abigail (Abbie) Kelly
• Pamela Dwyer
• Ron Gathro
• Michael Embach
• Alan Prochazka
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The 2020 Annual  
Homeowners Meeting 
has been postponed. 

 » The construction is moving ahead of schedule.  
The heavy construction should be completed by 
Memorial Day.  Then only the punch list items 
and painters will be on site with a target to be 
completed by Labor Day.  

 » Please remember to contact Management if 
your vehicle information has changed: a new plate 
information, insurance or a new vehicle.

 » Mark has been working on painting the 
handicap parking spaces.  It’s that time of year to 
do some Spring cleaning.  Once the pollen has 
stopped, the pool area will be cleaned and ready 
for some relaxing pool time.

 » Starting the week of March 23rd, the roof 
blowing project will begin.  The buildings that are 
not under construction and the garage bays will 
be completed.  The clubhouse roof will be soft 
washed.

 » Five Balsam palm trees are on their way for 
the front circle of the community.  We will be able 
to have them lit with lights year-round.  We are 
looking forward to great things coming this Spring 
and Summer.

 » Buildings F & H will be scheduled within the next 
couple of weeks for the dryer vent cleaning.  A 
notification will be sent to the residents when the 
dryer vent cleaning has been scheduled.

 » We are seeking of a pool attendant for the 
2020 season.  The hours are from 11am-7pm on 
the weekends, beginning Memorial Day through 
Labor Day.  If you know of someone that would be 
interested in the position, please have them stop by 
the office or contact management.  

>>
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W ise Guys on Main Street has long been one of the 
SERG groups most popular restaurants. The restaurant 
started life as a tapas bar offering only small plates, 

salads, soups, and pizzettas. Many of these offerings have carried 
over to the current menu. On Sundays they had an unadvertised 
“locals only special” where all the food and drinks were half 
price. It was one of the most closely guarded secrets on the island. 
I must plead guilty to sharing this secret with my children when 
they came to visit. Those days are long gone, but Wise Guys still 
remains a great place to eat and drink.

 A few years ago, they broke through to the other side 
of Main Street to expand the size of the 
restaurant and a complete overhaul of 
their menu followed. Now known for 
aged steaks [from Stock Yards], they have 
a great selection that includes filet, NY 
strip, ribeye, and porterhouse for two. 
You can add lobster, scallops, shrimp, or 
crabcake to any steak order. The rack of 
Australian lamb is hubby’s favorite, while 
mine is Grouper Daufuskie. This is made 
with mushrooms and baby spinach sitting 
on a bed of smoked Gouda grits. Their 
menu also has chicken, fish, and pasta 
entrees. There are two combinations worth 
mentioning – a seafood collection and a 
mixed grill. The mixed grill is enough for 
two so the price, while high, is worth it.

 For any newcomer to Wise Guys I’d suggest going with 
the small plates menu and sharing. Not only will you get a greater 
variety, but there are so many great choices you’d never taste 
otherwise. My suggestion is to start with a salad, which you do 
not have to share. The chopped wedge or roasted beet are two 
really good possibilities. The WG salad has apples, cranberries, 

candied pecans, and Gorgonzola cheese in it. It’s one of my 
favorites and I order this when not sharing. [As I’ve mentioned in 
previous articles, hubby doesn’t like fruit and nuts in his salad.] 

Now to the small plates, where to begin….I’d go with the tuna 
tartare lettuce wraps or sashimi tuna if you’re a fan of sushi. If 
you’ve never had any, these are a good place to start. Several 
others I’d recommend are chicken and waffles served with toasted 
pecans and maple syrup; lobster risotto – need I say more; short 
rib stuffed mushrooms; fried shrimp and calamari [very similar 
to Bonefish Grill’s Bang Bang shrimp]. Note, each dish can be 
shared by two so plan accordingly. If ordering pizzettas I like the 

prosciutto and fig, or the chicken, spinach 
and artichoke. OMG, I almost forgot 
there are also sliders. These are not your 
ordinary sliders, but are made with a 
choice of filet mignon, prime rib, or beef 
short ribs. Whatever you decide, I’m sure 
that you’ll be satisfied.

 Wise Guys also has a great 
bar in the front of the restaurant with 
several high top tables where you can 
order any of the above or even have 
dinner with your drinks. Their happy hour 
is from 4:30 to 7pm. They say reservations 
are recommended, but I’d say they are 
a must. Their back dining room fills up 
quickly. When making reservations, 
specify if you want the back room, it is for 

entrée dining only.
 No meal would be complete without coffee and dessert 

and Wise Guys delivers on this as well. They offer several very 
tempting desserts which will not disappoint. In keeping with the 
theme of sharing  I’d check out what they have that evening, pick 
one or two and share. Bon Appetite!

BY NANCY SCHULMAN
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L E T S  E A T  O U T>>>>

Photos from Wise Guys  facebook 

Wise Guys
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RULES OF  
BALCONY USAGE

Per the Master Deed of Summer 
House, Section XVI, Use and Occupancy 
Restrictions, (E) Use of Limited Common 
Elements, Patios, and Balconies:

Objects over forty-two (42) inches in height, grills (except 
for electric grills), bicycles, laundry garments, towels and 
objects other than potted plants and patio furniture, except 
as may be authorized by the Board, shall not be placed on 
a balcony. Objects shall not be permitted to hang over or be 
attached to any exterior balcony wall or to otherwise protrude 
outside of the vertical plane formed by the exterior surface of 
the balcony wall Penetration of the surfaces of a balcony wall or 
floor is prohibited. Enclosure of a balcony is also prohibited. As 
used herein, “enclosure” shall mean the permanent enclosure 
of a balcony into the heated and cooled space within the 
boundaries of a Unit.

(I) Nothing shall overhang or be mounted to the balcony 
rail including flower boxes and decorative adornment. No 
decorative adornment, including patio furniture, should extend 
above the height of the balcony rail. Only patio furniture may 
regularly be stored on the balcony. No gas or barbecue grills 
of any type are permitted on the balcony or in any other area 
of the Condominium.

(ii) No Owner shall display, hang, or use any signs, clothing, 
sheets, blankets, laundry or other articles outside his or her 
Unit, or which may be visible from the outside of the Unit (other 
than draperies, curtains or shades of a customary nature and 
appearance in the light, neutral colors). Items which are not 
permitted to overhang windows, doors or balcony include, but 
are not limited to window sized air-conditioning units, linens, 
cloths, clothing, shoes, bathing suits or swimwear, curtains, 
rugs, mops or laundry of any kind, or any articles.

>>

For general questions or to submit an idea for how the community can be even 
better please feel free to email Marsha@summerhousehhi.com.

Absolute Island Management, Inc.  I  380 Marshland Rd  I  Hilton Head, SC
888-344-4246 office  I  info@absoluteisland.com  I  Absoluteisland.com

Absolute Island 
Management is the managing 
agent for the community.   
843-681-2877 
Monday -Friday  
9:00am to 5:00pm

After hours  
answering service  
Call for a water leak, rule 
infractions at the pool or if gate 
is not opening 843-805-3198

Coastal Security 
Investigative Services 
– Call to report suspicious 
activity and after hours noise 
complaints - 843-247-0788

Police department non 
emergency number – 
843-524-2777

Emergencies – Always call 911 first for a medical emergency, 
to report a fire or illegal activity.

CONTACT NUMBERS

David Benedict – President
Jim Kroll – Vice President
Marcia Hunter – Treasurer

Vicki Economou – Secretary
Lynn Hightower – Member at Large

SUMMER HOUSE BOARD  >>

>>

UNIT MAINTENANCE INFORMATION -  
WHAT DO I DO IF...

THE AIR CONDITIONER IS NOT COOLING OR HEATER ISN’T 
HEATING?
 » Check the breaker in the inside breaker box and reset button on 

exterior of unit
 » Make sure you replace your air filter every 3 months.
 » Check thermostat for proper settings (should be set on “auto” and 

“cool” or “auto” and “heat”)

THE AIR CONDITIONER HAS ICE ON IT?
 » Turn the system off and place a bucket under the unit to catch water.  

Then contact a qualified HVAC technician. 

THE OUTLETS AREN’T WORKING?
 » If one socket on the outlet works, flip the wall switch in the room to 

operate the other.  If the outlet doesn’t work at all, locate the GFI reset 
outlets in the condo and press the reset buttons.

THERE IS NO HOT WATER?
 » Check the inside breaker.  There is also a breaker on the water heater.  

If you are not sure about how to do this give us a call or contact a 
qualified Plumber.

NEW GE APPLIANCES ARE BROKEN?
 » During the first year of appliance purchase, call GE directly at 

1-800-782-8053 Ext.4.  After that, refer to your home warranty for 
help, if applicable.

THE GARBAGE DISPOSAL DOESN’T WORK?
 » Make sure the power is off at the breaker, then check for blockage 

in the disposal.    Press the “reset” button located on the bottom of the 
disposal under the sink.

THE TOILET OVERFLOWS?
 » Turn off the water at the valve on the wall behind the toilet. Then plunge 

the toilet. Turn the water back on and try to flush again.

THE FAUCET IS LEAKING?
Turn the water valves off on the wall under the sink.

>>


