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TALK: A Canterbury Tale of Whately’s Evolving 
Natural and Human Landscape · Sunday, June 19,  
7 p.m. at the Whately Town Hall Auditorium · Anthro-
pologist Peter A. Thomas will discuss 12,000 years of 
climate change and its impact on the settlement patterns 
of Native peoples in Whately, especially in Canterbury, 
the 1718 neighborhood that stretched along present-day 
River Road from the Deerfield border to the East Ceme-
tery. Presented by WHS and Whately 250. 

NEW EXHIBIT:  Becoming Whately: A History in 
Objects  tells the story of daily life, crops and industry 
in Whately through items from the WHS and private 
collections. Curator Judy Markland includes items that 
date from 10,000 years ago into the 1980s. Hours:  
Tuesdays 9 a.m.–noon May–Dec.; Saturdays, May 29, 
June 18 and June 25, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.; Tuesday, June 21, 
noon–2 p.m. and 4–7 p.m. Sponsored by Mass Cultural 
Council through the Whately Cultural Council.

Whately: A Short History 
WHS archivist Dereka Smith’s 
new book includes formerly  
unpublished material from the 
Town’s first 200 years, an ac-
count of events from 1971 to 
2021, and new and archival 
photographs. Copies will be 
available for purchase and  
signing by the author at  
Town Hall on May 29.

Historic conch  
shell used as  
a trumpet to  
call residents  
to meetings and  
church from 1771 to  
1795, when the Town  
voted to stop paying the 
blower. Included in the 
Smithsonian’s National  
Museum of American  
History exhibit “On Time.”

View from Mt. Sugarloaf of East Whately (including 
the 18th-c. ‘Canterbury’ neighborhood), Sunderland 
and the Connecticut River, from a post card c. 1910 



 
 
Sunday, May 29, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.  
at the Town Hall after the Memorial Day  
parade and ceremony  
⁄Amazing birds of prey with raptor  
rehabilitator Tom Ricardi  
⁄How to preserve family papers and photos ·  
Archivist Maida Goodwin will advise on the best items 
to save for posterity, how to help keep them in good 
shape, and whether they might be of interest to a  
library, archives, or historical society.  
⁄Becoming Whately: A History in Objects exhibit  
⁄Dereka Smith’s new Whately history book on sale  
⁄250th event tickets on sale     ⁄ tag sale  
⁄Music by Whately’s The Chestnut Serenaders   
(Raptors, museum exhibit and band are sponsored by the Mass. 
Cultural Council through the Whately Cultural Council.)

The Whately Historical Society was founded in 1966 to pre-
serve the town’s history and to educate townspeople and 
others about Whately’s past.  The Society sponsors programs, 
research and activities about the history and culture of 
Whately and the region; maintains a museum of Whately  
documents, images and objects; and responds to inquiries 
about Whately history and genealogy. 
 
The Whately Historical Society is incorporated as a charitable 
organization in the Commonwealth of Mass. and has been 
designated as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization by the IRS. 
 
Explore www.whatelyhistorical.org to learn more about 
our collections, access resources about Whately history, 
learn about future events, and purchase Town histories,  
historic postcards and note cards, T-shirts, or sweatshirts. 
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Support the Historical Society 
  
Offer Materials · We always looking for items that illustrate the 
past and complement our current holdings. Call for an appoint-
ment to bring materials to Town Hall.  Our archivist and curator 
will review all offers to decide which to add to the collection. 
 
Volunteer · We always need help maintaining and documenting 
the collection, social media, and planning and supporting events. 
Call Adelia at 665-3837 or email info@whatelyhistorical.org. 
 
Contribute & Become a Member · Join others who care about 
the history of our town! Receive notices about all programs,  
invitations to special activities, and “Perspective on the Past” 
emails. Donations to support our work of preservation, docu-
mentation and expansion of our museum collection are tax- 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. Individual donors of at 
least $10 become one-year members; higher annual contributions 
are encouraged: Supporter $40, Sponsor $75, Patron $150.  
Donors of $500 or more become five-year members. Make check 
out to: Whately Historical Society. Send it with name, address, 
phone number and email address to Whately Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 7, Whately, MA 01093. You may also pay with a credit 
card or via PayPal at www.whatelyhistorical.org. 

S P R I N G  F E S T I V A L

Congratulations to David Swift, the first to submit 
the year the first woman was elected to a Whately town 
office: Arlene Roote (Waite) in 1929! The Springfield 
Reporter announced that Miss Roote won election as 
Town Clerk by a landslide, with 131 votes over 62 for 
her opponent, H.J. Wood.

NEW ACQUISITION—  
Connecticut Valley Street 
Railway token from trolley line 
(shown above) that ran through 
Whately, from Hartford to Greenfield, from 1905 to 
1924.  Although trains had run through town since 
1846, it wasn’t until 1901 that local financiers began 
organizing an electric street railway company.  There 
was great disagreement within Whately about the route 
the trolley should take. Those in Town Center and West 
Whately preferred Chestnut Plain Road.  Those in East 
Whately—and the financiers—preferred the cheaper 
River Road route. Residents voted approval conditional 
on a spur along Chestnut Plain Road, but were over-
ruled by the Board of Electric Railroads in Boston.   

1910 post card showing trolley 
at River Road and Sugarloaf 
Street extension.


