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         Ice Harvesting and the Natural Ice Industry 
         in New England presentation by Dennis Picard ·     
        Thursday, March 17, 6:30-7:30 pm at Hatfield  
         Congregational Church · Co-sponsored by the  
            Hatfield Historical Society and WHS.  

   Ice harvesting was big business  
in the U.S. from the early 1800s to  

the mid-1950s, powering the ice boxes  
that preceded modern refrigerators and  

revolutionizing storage of meat, dairy  
products and produce for American fami- 

lies. Here in New England, the “crop”  
was measured in the depth of ice cut  
from frozen ponds and rivers—often blocks  
up to 18” thick. Ice blocks were stored in  
ice houses, double-walled and usually  

insulated with sawdust  
or straw. 

These wrought-iron ice tongs,  
made around 1850, were used by  

Charles Edwin Bardwell (1854-1906),  
by his son Fred Walter Bardwell (1880- 

1937), and perhaps by his grandson Charles M. Bardwell (1912-
91), who gave them to the Whately Historical Society in 1989. 
They will be on display along with an ice knife at the S. White 
Dickinson library until May 2022.

March 2022 
 

in Town Hall 

194 Chestnut Plain Road, Whately, MA 01093  

info@whatelyhistorical.org · www.whatelyhistorical.org

Request WHS Services at info@whatelyhistorical.org 

⁄ Genealogy assistance 

⁄ House histories 

⁄ Family connections to Whately 

⁄ Deed research 

Geological History of the Pioneer Valley talk by 
John Brady · Monday, April 18, 3–5 p.m. at the 
Whately Town Hall · John Brady PhD, is Professor 
Emeritus of Geosciences at Smith College. His research 
interests are wide-ranging, and he prizes teaching out-
doors where learners can see firsthand the evidence of-
fered by rocks, outcrops, and landscapes.  Among his 
publications is the book Fifty Hikes in Massachusetts, 
co-authored by Brian White. Co-sponsored by Valley 
Neighbors and WHS. 

You can get there from here!  Can’t find Cat Street, 
Gutter Hill, or Lover’s Lane on any town map? Check out 

the new publication, A Whately  
Gazetteer, a guide to forgotten 
and lesser-known place names  
in Whately. Written by Dereka  
Smith, this is a useful resource for local  
researchers and family historians, avail-
able at whatelyhistorical.org. 

Mt. Sugarloaf and Connecticut River



 
 
Sunday, May 29, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.  
at the Town Hall after the Memorial Day  
parade and ceremony  
⁄Amazing birds of prey with raptor  
rehabilitator Tom Ricardi  
⁄How to preserve family papers and photos ·  
Archivist Maida Goodwin will advise on the best items 
to save for posterity, how to help keep them in good 
shape, and whether they might be of interest to a  
library, archives, or historical society.  
⁄Becoming Whately: A History in Objects exhibit  
⁄ Free ice cream      ⁄ Food from Tom’s Hot Dogs  
⁄Music by Whately’s Packing Shed Band   
(Raptors, museum exhibit and band are sponsored by the Mass. 
Cultural Council through the Whately Cultural Council.)

The Whately Historical Society was founded in 1966 to pre-
serve the town’s history and to educate townspeople and 
others about Whately’s past.  The Society sponsors programs, 
research and activities about the history and culture of 
Whately and the region; maintains a museum of Whately  
documents, images and objects; and responds to inquiries 
about Whately history and genealogy. 
 
The Whately Historical Society is incorporated as a charitable 
organization in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
has been designated as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization by 
the IRS. 
 
Explore www.whatelyhistorical.org to learn more about 
our collections, access resources about Whately history, 
learn about future events, and purchase Town histories,  
historic postcards and note cards, T-shirts, or sweatshirts. 
 
Officers 
Neal Abraham, President 
Adelia Bardwell, Immediate Past President 
Betty Orloski, Vice President 
Bill Saunders, Treasurer 
Gretchen Bechta, Secretary 
Dereka Smith, Archivist 
Jane Grybko, Curator 
Judy Markland, Webmaster

Support the Historical Society 
  
Offer Materials · Don’t throw away those old farm implements 
and tools, photographs, diaries, letters, wedding invitations, or 
outfits. The Historical Society is always looking for items that  
illustrate the past and complement our current holdings. Call for 
an appointment to bring materials to Town Hall.  Our archivist 
and curator will review all offers to decide which to add to the 
collection.  
Volunteer · We always need help maintaining and documenting 
the collection, social media, and planning and supporting events. 
Call Adelia at 665-3837 or email info@whatelyhistorical.org.  
Become a Member · Join others who care about the history of 
our town! Receive notices about all programs, invitations to  
special activities, and “Perspective on the Past” emails.  Member-
ship categories: Individual $10, Family $15, Supporter $40,  
Patron $75. Dues support the preservation and expansion of the 
museum collection and are tax-deductible to the extent allowed 
by law. Make your check out to the Whately Historical Society. 
Send it with your name, address, phone number and email  
address to Whately Historical Society,  P.O. Box 7, Whately, MA 
01093. You may also pay with a credit card or via PayPal at 
www.whatelyhistorical.org 

Photo of Whately tobacco workers, 1986, part of a col-
lection from the archives of the Greenfield Recorder 
donated to WHS, along with two display cases, by the 
Greenfield Historical Society.

WHS Monthly Meeting, Thursday, March 3 for 
members in Town Hall Community Room, 7 p.m.  
Come to discuss plans for activities and events for the 
coming year.  Guests are welcome! 
 
WHS Annual Meeting, Sunday, April 10 for the 
election of officers and reports on membership, pro-
gram plans and finances · 2 p.m. in the Town Hall  
Auditorium · Followed by an introduction to and a 
sneak preview of the next Museum exhibit, Becoming 
Whately: A History in Objects, curated by Judy Mark-
land · Guests are welcome! 

Whately History Quiz:  
When was the first woman elected to a Whately town office?  
a) 1843      b) 1929      c) 1967      d) 2009 
 
Send your response to info@whatelyhistorical.org. The first 
correct answer received wins a free meal at the Spring Festi-
val. (Current and former Town employees and officers of the 
Whately Historical Society are not eligible to win.)
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