
Celebrate at the 

Whately Fall Festival!
Sunday, October 3, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at Town Hall

≈Pottery-making demonstration
noon-1 p.m. by master potter Rick
Hamelin. Learn how redware and
stoneware pottery was made in
Whately in the 1800s. 
Family friendly!

≈Visit the Museum
with its outstanding
collection of 19th-

century pottery made here in Whately. 
The fall exhibit showcases pieces from its
collection as well as rarely shown items on
loan from private collectors.   

≈Share a Shard! Have you found broken 
pottery in your yard or garden? How old is it?

Where did it come from? Bring a piece to share
and discuss with museum curator Dan Sousa
from Historic Deerfield.

≈Festival Food by Tom’s Famous Hot Dog & Grill 

≈Free ice cream donated by Snow’s Ice Cream Company

≈Live music by local bands—The Pandemic String Band
and The Packing Shed 

This will be our first public event since Spring 2020.
We will follow whatever COVID precaution guidelines are
in effect.

in Town Hall
194 Chestnut Plain Road

Whately, MA 01093
info@whatelyhistorical.org
www.whatelyhistorical.org

[Way] Back to School
For most of the 19th century, Whately had six district
schools:  two in East Whately, two in town center, and
two in West Whately.  Of these, the most intact survivor
is the Northwest School in West Whately, now at 151
Conway Road just south of the West Whately Chapel. 
      The school was built c.1813 and additional rooms
were added in 1838 or 1840.  At the turn of the century
it had 19 pupils, and it was discontinued as a school in
1929.  The building was originally located on the north
side of Williamsburg Road near the West Whately
Chapel, close to the intersection with Conway Road.
The land for both buildings was taken for the North-
ampton Reservoir c. 1903 and both buildings were
moved up to Conway Road.   —Judy Markland
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BITS & PIECES
West Whately school
and chapel shortly 
after their move 
in 1903

PUZZLE PIECES! Can you ID the 5 ceramic
shards at the top of this page? All were found in

the ground in Whately and provide intriguing
clues to the past. Which is the oldest? Which

came from farthest away? What kind of objects
did they come from? Bring your answers (and

questions), and your own mystery shard to the
Fall Festival on Sunday, October 3. 



The Whately Historical Society was founded in 1966 to pre-
serve the town's history and to educate townspeople and
others about Whately's past. The Society sponsors programs,
research and activities about the history and culture of
Whately and the region; maintains a museum of Whately 
documents, images and objects; and responds to inquiries
about Whately history and genealogy.

The Whately Historical Society is incorporated as a charitable
organization in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and
has been designated as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization by
the IRS.

Explore www.whatelyhistorical.org to learn more about our
collections, access resources about Whately history, learn
about future events, and purchase Town histories, historic
postcards and note cards, T-shirts, or sweatshirts.

Officers
Neal Abraham, President
Adelia Bardwell, Immediate Past President
Betty Orloski, Vice President
Bill Saunders, Treasurer
Gretchen Bechta, Secretary
Dereka Smith, Archivist
Jane Grybko, Curator
Judy Markland, Webmaster

Becoming Whately, a History in Objects
250th Anniversary Exhibit, Spring–Winter 2022
Whately Historical Society Museum
Curated by Judy Markland

Forty objects spanning 500 years of
Whately History will be on display
with explanations of their roles.   

Contributions wanted for Becoming
Whately exhibit (loans or donations):

• Objects illustrating lives and cultures 
of transient farm workers

• Wall telephone with a hand crank

• Broadleaf tobacco tying equipment

• Photo of the Whately library when it was 
at Town Hall

• Objects illustrating lives of 19th- and 20th-century 
immigrants to Whately from Poland, Ireland, and 
Quebec, or other places of origin

• Photos, objects, or memories of the Whately well pol-
lution crisis

If you can help, email info@whatelyhistorical.org or call
Judy at 413-665-4638.

Support the Historical Society

Offer Materials · Don’t throw away those old farming 
implements and tools, photographs, diaries, letters, wedding
invitations, or outfits. The Historical Society is always look-
ing for items that illustrate the past and complement our 
current holdings. Call for an appointment to bring materials
to Town Hall. Our archivist and curator will review all 
offers to decide which to add to the collection.

Volunteer · We always need help with maintaining and 
documenting the collection, social media, and planning and
supporting events. Call Adelia at 665-3837 or email
info@whatelyhistorical.org.

Become a Member · Join others who care about the history
of our town! Receive notices about all programs, invitations
to special activities, and monthly “Perspective on the Past”
emails. Membership categories: Individual $10, Family $15,
Supporter $40, Patron $75. Dues support the preservation
and expansion of the museum collection and are tax- 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. Make check out to
the Whately Historical Society. Send it with your name, address,
phone number and email address to Whately Historical 
Society,  P. O. Box 7, Whately, MA 01093. You may also pay
by credit card or via PayPal at www.whatelyhistorical.org 

On Display at the Library

Each month the Society features an object
from its collection in the display space in
the S. White Dickinson Library.     

The production of pocketbooks or 
wallets was a significant Whately 

industry in the 19th century, with
factories doing the cutting, pasting,
and pricking the holes for the
stitches. Women and children
sewed the wallet pieces together.  

Colonel Harwood had the
largest factory, which em-
ployed 5–7 men and a dozen

or more young women, with a much
larger force of stitchers scattered around town.

Stephen Belden and Lemuel Graves had smaller factories.
Between them they likely employed as many as 60 fami-
lies in stitching, paying thousands of dollars for the
work. (Crafts, History of Whately, p. 262)

The leather hand-sewn man’s wallet shown above was used
to hold currency, important papers, and personal items. It
was made in the Connecticut  River Valley in the 19th cen-
tury. The Whately Historical Society purchased it in 2020.



“Friends” ….. 
Can always use more 
friends! 
Since and during the pandemic we have not been able to 
sponsor events for the community or have fundraisers for 
the library.  

As we “hopefully move forward” we are asking for your 
assistance so we can continue with events such as:  

* Art   &   Craft Workshops 
* Outdoor Concerts 
* Children’s Events 
* Local Author Talks 
* Annual Book Sale 
* Nature  &  Wildlife Programs 
* Holiday Craft Fair   &  Tree Lighting



                   Please consider a “tax deductible” donation 
              To: Friends of the Whately Library  2021-2022 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Name __________________________  Email ________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

Phone (Home)________________  (Cell)_____________________ 

_____________ Individual $10                  _____________ Family $25 

                                _____________ Patron $50 

_________ Help sponsor an Event (i.e. Concert, Story Hour, Arts/Crafts) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

The  “Friends of the Whately Library” are always looking for 
“more friends”  and more ideas … Are you interested?! 

Name__________________________             Email____________________________ 

Phone (Home)__________________        Phone (Cell)________________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

                           Mail To:        Whately Public Library 
                                                    Attention:  *Friends*     
                                                    202 Chestnut Plain Rd 
                                                    Whately, MA  01093 

                Email:            friendsofthewhatelylibrary@gmail.com 
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Other suggestions or specific artists you’d like to see 



SCOOPSCOOP
Our 18th Year and going strong. Thanks to you!

The Whately Cultural Council Wants 
to Hear from YOU! 
by Nancy Talanian and George Reynolds 

Thank you to everyone who completed our 
questionnaire in the last issue of the Whately 
Scoop.  If you did not, here’s another chance to 
tell us about programs and artists you and your 
family would enjoy.  

Historically, we select programs that are 
shown to be of interest to the Whately 
community, with special consideration given to 
programs for children and seniors. All programs 
are free for attendees.  

The Mass. Local Cultural Council (LCC) 
Program, of which the Whately Cultural Council 
(WCC) is a member, is “the largest grassroots 
cultural funding network in the nation,” 
providing more than $4 million per year to 
LCCs. This money enhances cultural life 
throughout Massachusetts and supports local 
artists through grants. 

The WCC grants all of its funds (about 
$4,500) each year. In most years, grant 
requests far exceed the funds we have 
available. 

Applicants submit proposals online to the 
WCC by October 15 of each year for cultural 
events for the following year. Each proposal 
must be sponsored by a local organization, 
such as the Whately Library, Friends of the 
Library, the Whately Historical Society, Whately 
Elementary School, or the South County Senior 
Center. 

We’d like your input to help us match grant 
funding to the cultural needs and desires of 
Whately residents. Help us keep entertainment 
in Whately fresh, relevant, and exciting by 
letting us know about specific performers or 
presenters you’d like to see.  We will compile a 

list to share with local organizations to consider 
for future programs. 

We invite you to complete our brief survey in 
this issue (also available online at tinyurl.com/
whatelycultural).  We welcome you to drop us a 
line at culturalcouncil@ whately.org to: 
•Share your suggestions 
•Join the cultural council (2 vacancies) 
•Subscribe to our monthly email notice of 

upcoming events funded by the WCC 

Town Hall Update 
By Neal Abraham, Town Hall Steward 

Town Hall is available again for scheduled 
meetings and activities! Four different groups 
have already scheduled meetings in the 
auditorium and/or the Allis Community 
Room this summer.  Either of these spaces 
must be reserved in advance: the Town Hall 
Building Use Application is available under 
'Selectboard' on the Whately home page and 
should be submitted to Town Offices.  

Spec ia l thanks to a new group o f 
volunteers for weeding and planting of 
the flower beds near the Post Office and Town 
Hall parking lot. Led by Lisa Kehoe with the 
able assistance of long-time resident Anita 
Husted and town newcomers Eileen McGann 
and Frank Popkiewicz, they have bridged the 
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Meals on Wheels drivers are needed in 
Orange, South Deerfield, Montague, 
Sunderland, Leverett, Millers Falls, Turners 
Falls, Gill, and Greenfield! Make a big 
difference in someone's day by delivering a 
hot noontime meal and a wellness check in 
your own community. Stipend and mileage 
reimbursement available. Call 413-773-5555 



gap after decades of loving maintenance by
Lisa Moore and Paul Fleuriel.  Please enjoy their 
handiwork and join me in thanking them all. 

WattsUp!?  
Paul Newlin, chair, Whately Energy Committee 

In the March edition of the Scoop, we made 
the case for buying an electric vehicle (see: 
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.151.233/
dhk.1f0.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/
2021/03/March-2021-scoop.pdf).  It has 
cheaper lifetime costs, easier to maintain, there 
are very generous federal and state subsidies 
(see below), its carbon pollution is in its 
manufacture not its operation, battery 
technology is evolving including ways to recycle 
them, charging stations are springing up like 
mushrooms… 

What we didn’t mention was how cool they 
are to own and operate.  They are quiet and 
they ou t a c ce l e ra te 
comparable fossil fuel 
models (by a long shot).  
Also, they are the right 
choice for our climate 
future.  If you’re tired of 
the heat and extreme 
weather that’s becoming 
more the norm, help the 
planet and help yourself; 
consider an EV.    

For info on Massachusetts incentives for EVs, 
see: https://mor-ev.org/

For info on Federal incentives, see: https://
fueleconomy.gov/feg/taxevb.shtml

Note: President Biden recently signed an 
executive order seeking to make half of all 
vehicles sold in the U.S. to be plug-in or all 
electric by 2030.  Meanwhile, Congress is 
debating the future of EVs as impacted by the 
Infrastructure Investment Act and the Budget 
Reconciliation package, both due for final votes 

in the coming month.  The former includes $7.5 
billion for charging stations, while the latter 
currently proposes $12.5 billion.  The outcome 
of these two bills will do much to determine 
how quickly we change over to EVs.  It’s a 
question of when not if.  It’s also a question of 
how much of the EV market will be U.S. or 
foreign manufacturing. 

Whately Library news 
By Cynthia R. Steiner, Library Director 

We are open, no need for an appointment. 
Please remember to wear your mask. We are 
excited to see so many of our patrons again! 

Want to know what the “New Releases” are 
before you come to the library? If you haven’t 
already, sign up for Wowbrary. Wowbrary is a 
weekly email sent to your email, allowing you 
to browse safely from the comfort of your 
home. https://wowbrary.com Just enter 

Whately’s zip code 
01093 to sign up. 
Have you liked us on 
Facebook yet https://
www.facebook.com/
whatelylibrary of are 
you following us on 
Instagram? https://
www.instagram.com/
whatelylibrary/
Please join me in 

thanking Lawrence Ashman for his years of 
service to the Library as a Trustee. Please help 
me welcome J. Robert Klinger, who was 
recently elected to the Board of Trustees.  

A tremendous thank you to Shawn Allen of 
Workable Woods for the incredible restoration 
of our Outside Kiosk. It looks amazing! 

Stay tuned for updates about the possible 
return of our Book Sale!  

Programs have returned! Here are our 
Upcoming Events: 



Tues 9/7 6:30 PM Ray Mason   
Wed 9/8 6 PM Sarah Clay sponsored by WCC

Grant & the Friends 
Tues 9/14 6 PM Peter Christoph presents “On 

Silent Wings: Magic of the Snowy Owl” 
sponsored by the Friends 

Wed 9/15 Ed the Wizard Balloon Animal 
Twisting Workshop sponsored by WCC Grant 

Tues 10/12 6:30 PM George Owens sponsored 
by WCC Grant 

Wed 10/20 6:30 PM Rona Leventhal 
Children’s Halloween program sponsored by 
WCC Grant & the Friends 

At The Whately Church  
By Judy Markland 

Jewelry & Accessory Tag Sale and Silent 
Auction – Sunday, October 3 

Does your wardrobe need perking up?  
Starting to think about holiday presents?  The 
Whately Church’s jewelry and accessory tag 
sale may be just the answer.  The sale will be at 
the church on Sunday, October 3 from 11:30 to 
1:30.  You’ll find jewelry of all types in a variety 
of price ranges, handbags (including designer 
bags), scarves, hats, belts and more. 

The event will include a silent auction with 
antiques, art and some special jewelry and 
accessory items.  Featured items include an 
early 1800’s Whately jug by Orcutt and Wait, 
Whately’s first pottery firm, and a first edition 

of James M. Crafts History of the Town of 
Whately printed in 1899 and still one of the 
best resources for understanding Whately’s 
history. 

Donations are sought for both the tag sale 
and silent auction.  Contact Judy at 
jmarkland@lmstrategies.com or 665-4638.  

Transfer Station News 
by Fran Fortino    

Here below are several important dates for 
recycling events this fall.  Some dates are 
tentative given the lingering covid pandemic 
and all will have safety protocols.  We also have 
restarted the plastic bag recycling and 
reopened the swap shed for 1 person or 
household at a time.  Please be considerate of 

transfer station staff who sort plastic bags for 
recycling: bring only clean (no food/dirt), dry 
plastic bags with no stickers (remove them).     

September Hazardous Waste Collection
is September 25 at Greenfield Community 



College Main Campus.  This is a once a year 
opportunity for residents to safely dispose of 
hazardous items like leftover oil-based paints, 
stains, thinners, household cleaners, pesticides, 
pool chemicals, motor oil, antifreeze, and other 
toxic household chemicals.   

To participate, residents and businesses must 
pre-register by September 17th.  For online 
r e g i s t r a t i o n f o r m s , c l i c k : 
www.franklincountywaste district.org/
hazwasteday.html.  Paper registration forms 
are available at participating transfer stations, 
while supplies last.  

October Bulky Waste Collection is 
tentatively set for October 23, 9-noon at the
Whately transfer station.  Residents 
can get rid of bulky items, including, 
old rugs, furniture, mowers, metals, 
TV’s, computers, sinks and toilets, 
BBQ tanks, tires and more. Check 
h e r e f o r u p d a t e s : 
franklincountywastedistrict.org.  

Community Shred-it day for free 
paper and document shredding
tentatively set for October 30, 
9-12 at the Deerfield transfer 
station.  Check here for updates: 
franklincountywastedistrict.org.  

Heads up: the transfer station 
will be closed on Saturday, Dec. 
25, 2021 and Jan. 1, 2022. 

Help Wanted: backup transfer 
station attendants needed on 
occasional Saturdays.  General 
responsibilities include: operation of equipment, 
collection of fees for trash bags and stickers; 
assist residents with trash disposal and 
recycling; maintain clean appearance of 
transfer station.  Successful candidate will work 
with and learn from transfer station staff to 
accomplish these and other related duties. 
Transfer station staff oversee separation of all 
recyclable and compostable materials, and 
participate in training on disposal and recycling 
systems.  Current hourly rate salary: $18.93/

hour.  Please email: ffortino79@gmail.com or 
call 665-4561, if interested. 

Valley Neighbors Updates 
By Fran Fortino 

Despite severe restrictions on in-person 
activities due to the covid pandemic, the 
Valley Neighbors group has worked hard this 
past year to be ready to provide volunteer 
services to older residents (60+ years) in 
Whately, Deerfield, and Sunderland who 
become members.  Valley Neighbors 
membership is free this year thanks to 
donations and grants.   

We plan to offer rides to appointments, do 
periodic neighborly check-ins and provide 
tech support and more later this fall, all while 
observing covid safety protocols. 

We have trained several groups of 
volunteers and are looking for more people 
who would like to help their neighbors with 
different tasks.  Volunteers can choose how 
and when they would like to help.  Training, 
support, and supplemental insurance 

coverage will be provided.
To request a service, learn more 
about Valley Neighbors and 
download an application to join 
or volunteer, please visit our 
website www.valleyneighbors.org
or call 413-453-9057. 

Board of Health 
by Becky Jones & boa rd 
members 
COVID 19 Update - As of this 
writing (August 30, 2021), there 
is a national rise in transmission 
of COVID 19 among both 
unvaccinated and vaccinated 
people, thanks largely to the 
more contagious Delta variant.  

Help Wanted: backup 
transfer station 

attendants needed on 
occasional Saturdays.  

Responsibilities include: 
operating equipment, 

collecting fees, assisting 
residents; keeping clean 
appearance of transfer 

station, overseeing 
separation of recyclables 

& compostables. Will 
work with & learn from 
transfer station staff & 

participate in training on 
disposal and recycling 

systems.  Pay $18.93/hr 



The infection continues to prove asymptomatic 
or mild in those who have had the vaccine, 
whereas those unvaccinated risk serious illness 
and hospitalization.  Whately has 3 active 
COVID cases.  Our regional health team has 
dedicated members to pursue contact tracing; 
weddings keep us particularly busy.  As is true 
with most of our surrounding towns, masks are 
strongly recommended in Whately’s public 
buildings, both for those vaccinated and 
unvaccinated.  There is a continued statewide 
mask mandate for spaces such as public transit 
and for healthcare facilities. 

We strongly support DESE’s mask mandate in 
public schools.  This should enable continued in 
person learning for students. 

The FDA granted approval to the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine on August 23rd.  To date, 
61% of Franklin County residents of all ages 
are fully vaccinated.  Booster shots are already 
b e i n g g i v e n t o t h o s e w h o a r e 
immunocompromised who have received the 
Pfizer or Moderna shots, and it is possible that 
the CDC will recommend everyone get 
boosters.  The Board of Health urges all 
Whately residents to get vaccinated.  

Local Flu Vaccine Clinics in September  - 
It is hard to believe, but flu season is coming.  
To make it easier to get flu shots early, there 
are 2 south county flu vaccine clinics in S. 
Deerfield tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 
9/30 and Sunday, Oct. 3, depending on vaccine 
availability.  These will be drive through clinics 
held in the Deerfield Highway garage at 9 
Merrigan Way with times to be announced.  The 
9/30 clinic is for seniors and the Oct. 3 clinic is 
open to everyone.  Registration will be online.  
Stay tuned for more information,  and check 
the Town’s website. 

As always, you can reach us by email: 
foothills@burgy.org or phone: 413 268-8404 

Town Administrator Updates  
by Brian Domina, Town admin.  

The Selectboard has released a Request for 
Interest, Ideas and Innovation (RFI) for the 
Whately Center School. The purpose of the RFI 
is to educate and inform the Selectboard as to 
the interest of developers/individuals in the 
redevelopment or reuse of the site. All persons 
interested in leasing, purchasing or otherwise 
using the site are strongly encouraged to 
download a copy of the RFI, available now at 
www.whately.org, and to submit a letter of 

interest with supporting material to the 
Selectboard in accordance with the procedures 
listed in the RFI. Please note that the RFI is 
non-binding and for information seeking 
purposes only. The RFI process may lead to the 
issuance of a formal Request for Proposals 
(RFP) in the near future, which would seek 
binding detailed proposals from interested 
developers/individuals in accordance with the 
parameters for redevelopment set by the 
Selectboard. Letters of interest should be 
submitted by October 25, 2021.     

In other news, the Town received a second 
Complete Streets grant ($165,098) from the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation to 
complete the sidewalk reconstruction project on 
the east side of Chestnut Plain Road and to 
construct a multi-use path at the Whately 
Elementary School, along with other roadway 
safety improvements. The Town also received a 
Culvert Replacement Municipal Assistance grant 
($57,120) from the Massachusetts Department 
of Fish and Game to pay for the engineering 
and design of a replacement culvert on 
Christian Lane between State Road and the Fire 
Station. These two grant funded projects are 
examples of the Town’s continuing commitment 
to improving its infrastructure and doing it with 
state and federal monies whenever possible.   

Two other projects are underway or set to get 
u n d e r way s o o n . T h e l o n g o ve r d u e 
improvements to the veteran’s memorial park 
are under way and should be completed in time 
for a dedication ceremony on Veteran’s Day in 
November. The accessibility improvements to 
the S. White Dickinson Library will be put out to 
bid in the next few weeks with construction 
likely starting in the early fall.   

One final reminder that the Town still has a 
number of vacancies on boards and committees 
that need to be filled, including the Council on 
Aging, Cultural Council and others. If you are 
interested in serving on a town board or 
committee, please reach out to me at 
townadmin@whately.org to discuss your 
interests.     

As always please don’t hesitate to contact me 
with questions, issues or concerns. I hope 
everyone has a healthy and safe late summer 
and early fall. 



Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

As summer winds its way to fall,
Lazy days will cease their call.
Swimming holes will be too chill
And birds will try to eat their fill
To ready for their southern flight
As day turns early into night

Schools will open up their doors
And kids will run along their floors
To meet their friends and see what’s new

And show off all the ways they grew
While teachers work with all their might
To see that children get it right

Seasons change, and so do we
And that’s the way it has to be
So welcome both the old and new
And keep your eye on what is true
Please stay safe and maintain cheer,
May pandemics all soon disappear.

The Whately Scoop
Cost  for printing and mailing this edition of the Scoop was provided by  

the Whately Historical Society  -  Thank you very much!  

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do 
not despair!   You can always find it on the 
resources page at www.whatelyhistorical.org.

The closing date for submissions to the 
December  2021 issue of the Scoop is 
Wednesday Nov 24 .

Please email your our literary contributions 
to jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  
Also use this email if you want to be on the 
reminder list and get an email from me about 
3-4 weeks before the deadline, or if you would 
like email delivery of the scoop.

Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year 
(4 issues) and a mention in a box on the front 

page is $50/year. Please make checks out to: 
The Whately Scoop and mail to 152 Westbrook 
Rd RFD So. Deerfield, 01373

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  
Here’s what you can do:
1) Volunteer to write articles
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place an ad
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs

If you are interested in any of those please 
call or email Joyce at 665-6739;  
jpfortune@comcast.net.  


