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Our 18th Year and going strong. Thanks to you!

Keep Safe & Support Whately’s 250th 
By Susan Baron, Nancy Talanian, Whately250 
committee 

While we are unsure when it will be safe to 
celebrate Whately’s 250th anniversary, the 
festivities will happen. Planning for many fun and 
exciting events continues. Please support the 
celebration by purchasing a fabric face mask, 
which is available on 
the souvenirs page 
at Whately250.com 
for $10. What a 
great way to show 
your town pride. 

There’s Still Time 
to Order Whately Pottery for the 250th 
Anniversary. The Whately 250th Pottery 
Committee will place its final order with potter 
Tom White of Northfield at the end of December.  
We expect to receive finished pots in time for the 
town’s 250th anniversary next April.  Forty 
percent of income from pottery sales benefit the 
Whately 250th celebration. 

You may view sample pots in person at the 
Whately Library (open by appointment, order 
form available), or online at https://tinyurl.com/
whatelypots, where you can place your order. 

Isolation and Loneliness in the 
Elderly During COVID-19  
By Fran Fortino, Valley Neighbors 

PLEASE JOIN US! Valley Neighbors and our 
community partners are pleased to present a 1½ 
hour zoom program: Social Isolation and 
Loneliness in the Elderly on Tuesday, 
December 8th at 1-2:30 pm.   

Our program will include a panel of local elder 
service providers and several elders who will talk 
about their experience during the past few 
months with Covid-19.  We will discuss why the 

elderly are more at risk from the adverse health 
effects of isolation and loneliness, and share 
community resources that may help you and your 
family.  We hope you will participate.   

Use the links below to join us on your computer, 
tablet or phone:

https://umass-amherst.zoom.us/j/95994869187 
Or use: tinyurl.com/valleyneighbors 
Dial in: 1 646 876 9923, meeting ID: 959 

9486 9187 
The South County Senior Center, The Care 

Collaborative, Lifepath and Valley Neighbors will 
be on the panel.  This program will be recorded 
and shown later on FCAT cable TV.  This event is 
funded in part with generous support from Cooley 
Dickinson Health Care and Massachusetts 
Community Health and Healthy Aging Funds 

$89,000 CPA Match, Upcoming 
Project Application Deadline 

By Judy Markland, Whately Com. preserv. com. 
The state CPA trust fund has announced the 

match amounts for the last fiscal year, and 
Whately was one of only 11 communities in the 
Commonwealth to receive a 100% match, worth 
$89,495.  The average distribution from the state 
was only a 32.6% match.  The increase in the 
registry fees that comprise the funding for the 
state match voted a little over a year ago should 
help ensure that we continue to receive funding 
at this level.   

Since 2011 when Whately’s first CPA projects 
were approved, town meeting has voted just over 
$1.5 million in projects for the town, with almost 
half of the funding provided by the state.  These 
votes in turn helped generate another $3.7 
million in private donations, state grants and 
state preservation funding, all of which was 
invested in projects to benefit Whately. 

This year’s CPA project approval cycle starts in 
December when the Community Preservation 
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Committee starts reviewing project applications 
for approval at next April’s annual town meeting.  
Applications are due on Tuesday, December 8 
by 12 noon at Town Offices.  Due to the 
p a n d e m i c , d i g i t a l s u b m i s s i o n s t o 
townclerk@whately.org will be accepted as long 
as the time on the email meets the deadline. 

To qualify, projects must be for historic 
preservation, open space, community housing or 
recreation.  It is helpful if the project can be 
reviewed by the appropriate town commission 
(Ag, Conservation, Historical, Housing or 
Recreation) before it is submitted to the CPC.  
Application forms and a link to an explanation of 
project eligibility can be found at the CPC page at 
whately.org. 

Whately Launches Review Of 2006 
Open Space And Recreation Plan 
By Donna Wiley, Open Space Comm. 

Massachusetts’ Department of Conservation 
Resources (DCR) requires every town in the state 
to develop and maintain a comprehensive Open 
Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP), a document 
intended to help the community plan for the 
future of its conservation and recreation 
resources. Whately’s OSRP is 14 years old, and 
it’s time to reconsider the plans approved by the 
town in 2006, as we must have a current OSRP in 
order to apply for various state grants. Our work 
will be supported by Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments (FRCOG) staff members who have 
also worked with a number of surrounding towns. 

Open space is public or privately owned, 
undeveloped land that may be important to 
Whately residents for a variety of reasons, 
including recreation, agriculture, forestry, wildlife 

habitat, or simply because of its scenic qualities 
and its contribution to the overall character of our 
Town. This will be a big project, and we 
encourage everyone to participate, by responding 
to a survey of your views that will be distributed 
in January 2021 and by taking part in various 
public forums and discussion groups to be 
organized next spring, in person or remotely, 
depending on what makes sense at the time. 

The work of revising the Whately Plan has been 
made possible by Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) funding, voted at Town Meeting in June 
2020, and we hope to secure additional funding 
from the state’s Conservation Assistance for 
Small Communities Program. 

News from the Whately Church 
By Cynthia Crosson-Harrington 

It has been a difficult year for all of us, but I am 
glad to say that we are worshipping together in 
our faith community to keep hope alive. While we 
continue to worship on zoom, we returned to the 
church building in mid-September after extensive 
plans of how to keep ourselves safe during the 
pandemic. We ask that those attending in-person 
services wear masks, hand-sanitize and sit in the 
socially distanced pews we have indicated by 
bows at the end of the rows. It has worked very 
well and we have had between 15-20 people in 
church on Sundays plus those who continue to 
participate via zoom.   

We will be worshipping exclusively on zoom for 
the first Sunday in December but hope to return 
to the building following this if the upsurge in the 
virus post-Thanksgiving has abated.  You are 
welcome to join us on zoom. The link is posted on 
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our Facebook page or can also be obtained 
through contact ing Judy Markland at 
jmarkland@lmstrategies.com.   If you are wondering if 
we will be in church on a given Sunday, please 
feel free to call our Deacon Chair, Adela Bardwell 
at 665-3837.  

Our Christmas festivities have been streamlined 
a bit this year due to the virus. We will hold our 
candlelight readings and carols service on 
Christmas eve at 4:00 pm so that we might all be 
home in observance of the governor’s curfew.   

One exciting addition is our church calendars 
that we thank Judy Markland for designing. These 
lovely calendars honor the history of our church 
and community through historic photos. Along 
with the town of Whately, we celebrate our 250th 
anniversary this year and the calendars are a 
wonderful way to commemorate it. They are 
available for sale for $15 from the church, 
LaSalles. We will also be selling them at our 
weekly sale of grocery cards in the parking lot 
outside the parish hall at 10:30-11:30 most 
Saturdays. The calendars (and grocery cards) 
would make great Christmas gifts. Have a 
blessed holiday.  

News from the Whately Historical Society 
By Adelia Bardwell and Judy Markland 

We miss seeing visitors while the museum has 
been closed, but hope that this situation won’t 
have to continue too much longer.  We’ve 
acquired a large air purifier for the museum 
space and plan to open by appointment only later 
this winter, after the current COVID surge 
diminishes. 

In the meantime, we hope that you’ll check out 
our website, whatelyhistorical.org where you can 
find some interesting reading and videos to fight 
off the pandemic blues.  The Resources page 
provides links to memoirs of Whately people, 
videos of our past history lectures, fascinating old 
maps of Whately and more.  Looking for a 
different Christmas gift?  The new Shop page 
displays Whately history-themed objects for sale.  
Proceeds benefit our work. 

250th Anniversary celebration activities include 
the following:  

-Dereka Smith has written an update and 
extension of the Whately histories; she is also 
updating the many family genealogies for 
residents of the town.  Thank you if you have 
updated your information.  If you haven’t yet 
filled out an updated genealogy form, you may 
find one at our website and return to the Society 
or email it to smith.dereka@gmail.com. 

-Judy Markland is working on a book and exhibit 
entitled Becoming Whately, a History of the Town 
in Objects.  The objects selected will cover our 
history from 12,000 years ago up through the 
pandemic.  Most will come from our collection, 
and some will be on loan from other museums 
and private collections.  Unfortunately there are 
some significant gaps still to fill.  Can you help?  
We need objects or photos telling the story of 
Whately immigrants, of seasonal farm workers, 
and of the East Whately well pollution.  A wall-
mounted crank telephone of the kind used when 
party lines were prevalent and a photo of the 
library when it was at Town Hall would be great! 

As you’re aware, we were unable to hold either 
of our fund-raising festivals this year, but our 
expenses continue.  If you haven’t renewed your 
membership since April, please do.  And we’re 
always looking for new members.  Gifts are very 
much appreciated as well.  You can find 
membership and payment information on the 
Support page at whatelyhistorical.org. 

If you are doing research or family histories and 
would like help from our records and curator, 
please send your questions to info@whately.org. 
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Perspective on the Past:  Rustic Haven - 
Since April with the Historical Society museum 
closed, I have been sending out emails every few 
weeks to Society members discussing objects 
and images from the collection.  The Rustic 
Haven email went out on April 28.  If you’d like to 
be a recipient of future emails, all it takes is a 
membership or donation to the Historical Society.  
See the Support page at whatelyhistorical.org for 
information. 

Before Interstate 91 was built, State Road 
(Routes 5 & 10) was well traveled by tourists en 
route to the Mohawk Trail and Vermont.  Whately 
had many restaurants, tourist cabins and gift 
shops along the road to take advantage of this 
traffic.  Among them was Rustic Haven Gift Shop 
and Cabins, located where L&L Fence Company is 
today.  This postcard dates to the late 40's and 

indicates that lunch was available as well as gifts. 

Whately Library news 
By Cynthia R. Steiner, Library Director 

Do you miss coming into the Library? Great 
News! We are open for Browsing by Appointment. 
Please call the library at 665-2170 or email 
library@whately.org to schedule your ½ hour 
appointment. Face masks are required. Please 
stay home if you or someone you live with are 
not feeling well. If you don’t feel comfortable 
coming into the library, we are still offering 
Curbside Pickup.  

Wowbrary is back! Call or email us and signup 
today. With Wowbrary you will get a weekly email 
letting you know all of the new books that have 

been added to the library collection. Browse the 
“New Releases” from the comfort of your home. 

Would you like to Friend the Library? We are 
looking for new members.  Meetings are once a 
month Date & time TBD. The Friends Group 
provides funds for museum passes, children's, 
young adult, and adult programs. As well as our 
popular Summer Concert Series and Holiday Craft 
Fair.  If interested please call the library for more 
information.  Have you signed up for our 
newsletter? Did you like us on Facebook? 

Emma & I are doing well. We are happy to see 
our patrons who come in to browse or talk to 
them on the phone when they call. We hope you 
are all staying safe. 

Please remember that you are always welcome 
at Whately Public Library. 

From all of us here at Whately Public Library 
have a safe and Happy Holiday season.  

Transfer Station News 
by Fran Fortino    
Holiday Reminder – Recycle or Compost it! 

You can recycle or compost most of your 
holiday trash free at the Whately transfer station!  
See what to recycle below.  Town recycling and 
food waste composting are open to all residents, 
even if you have a private trash hauler.  
Remaining rubbish can be disposed of in Whately 
bags for just $3 per bag at the transfer station – 
a great deal all around.  

You can recycle cardboard and paperboard 
boxes; greeting cards and wrapping paper 
(except those with foil, metallic inks, wire, button 
batteries or glitter); catalogues, calendars, and 
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clean, dry plastic bags.  Tape and paper 
shopping/gift bags are also OK with any type of 
handle.  We also take Christmas trees after the 
holidays.   

Please DO NOT recycle these items: ribbons, 
bows, and tinsel (reuse ‘em), holiday lights, 
bubble wrap, packing peanuts (drop at UPS 
store) and Styrofoam; foil gift-wrapping; blister 
pack, or old glossy photos.  

Our transfer station still offers one of the best 
and cheapest options to get rid of your trash, 
recyclables and food waste compostables.  Bring 
them to the TS & enjoy an uncluttered new year! 

Covid-19 Safety Note: While at the transfer 
station, please keep your visit short, wear a mask 
and keep 6’ apart.  Also please turn off your 
engine in deference to our staff’s health while 
you go to drop your trash, recyclables and food 
waste.  It is the law in our state.   

During this difficult covid-19 period, we say 
Thank You to all Whately residents for safely 
composting & recycling this year.  Happy Holidays 
from the Whately Solid Waste Committee! 

Whately’s Municipal Vulnerability 
Planning Process is Underway 
Allison Gage, FRCOG 

Whately has received a grant from the State to 
create a Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Plan 
and become an “MVP” community. This MVP 
status will allow Whately to apply for 
implementation grants to build projects and 
advance work that helps the Town be more 
resilient and prepared for the lasting effects of 
climate change. The Plan will examine both the 
strengths and vulnerabilities in town, particularly 
looking from the three perspectives of 
infrastructure, people, and natural resources.   
The Town of Whately and the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments will be holding a series of 
workshops in early 2021 to determine Whately's 
top hazards, strengths & vulnerabilities, and 
develop an action plan. Ahead of the workshops, 
we are hoping to hear from residents about how 
Whately has been impacted by a changing 

climate. You can learn more about the MVP 
program and provide input for the plan by 
exploring the StoryMap at  whately.org.   Your 
input is greatly appreciated!    

New Opt-in Option To Save On 
Electricity This Winter 
Whately Energy Committee, Paul Newlin chair 

Good news! The 85% of Whately residents 
already enrolled in the town's Community Choice 
Power Supply Program's Standard Service and 
will start saving 1.4 cents on every kilowatt-hour 
(kWh) of electricity they use over the next six 
months (starting with the January 2021 billing 
period). Residents participating in Whately's 
Standard Service plan will pay 9.433 cents/ kWh 
for their electricity supply, compared to  10.795 
cents/kWh for residents enrolled in Eversource 
Residential R1 Basic Fixed Service ("Basic 
Service"). For the average Massachusetts home 
using 638 kWh/month, that's a six-month savings 
of $52.14!  

To estimate your own home's monthly 
electricity savings for this January, take your 
electricity bill from January of last year to find 
your total usage in kWh, then multiply that 
number by the 1.4 cent/kWh difference in 
electricity supply rates.  

If your monthly Eversource utility bill says your 
electricity supplier is Dynegy and your rate is 
listed as Standard ("Standard Service"), then you 
are already enrolled in the town's Standard 
Service Plan and you don't need to do anything 
new to get these savings. You're welcome :)  

If your bill says your supplier is Eversource and 
your rate is listed as  R1 - Basic Fixed ("Basic 
Service") ,  then you are not currently enrolled in 
the town's Standard Service Plan. No worries,  
you can still opt-in!   Making the switch is free --- 
there are never any fees to switch between the 
two plans ---  but it typically takes two billing 
cycles for the change to occur. You can sign up 
the town's electricity supplier website  
colonialpowergroup.com/whately or by calling the 
Program’s supplier, at (866) 220-5696.  Have a 
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recent utility bill handy so you can look up your 
account number. Please note that this is now an 
'opt-in' program, not an opt-out program. You 
need to sign up to switch suppliers.   

NOTE: Those of you with long memories will 
note that these rates for Jan 2021 - Jan 2024 will 
be 0.102 cents/kWh higher than announced last 
summer. This is because of a new electricity 
surcharge introduced by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts that will kick in this January.  
Since this surcharge is being placed on the 
electricity supply part of your bill rather than the 
electricity delivery part of your bill, Residents 
enrolled in the Community Choice program will 
receive an official notice of this new charge from 
Colonial Power, the town's electricity program 
administrator. This 0.102 cents/kWh rate increase 
is already taken into account in the calculations 
above and won't change the savings you'll receive 
if enrolled in the Community Choice standard 
service plan, but the Commonwealth wants you 
to know! Now, when you get a postcard in the 
mail about this, you'll know what it is all about.  

More details in a longer article posted at 
whately.org under Energy Committee. 

From the Board of Health 
by Becky Jones    

As we enter the season of cold and dark, the 
members of the Whately Board of Health are 
writing to offer our support and encouragement.  
Thanksgiving has come and gone, and now is the 
time to be extra careful as we anticipate 
increases in COVID cases across the state and 
the country. The Whately schools are closed to in 
person learning for the week after Thanksgiving, 
and decisions about school closings and other 
emergency responses will be made based on 
infection rates.  News of vaccine development is 
encouraging to say the least; and while we await 
information on when vaccines will be available, 
we congratulate all of you who are protecting 
yourselves, your families and your neighbors.  
Please stay safe! 

Wear a mask, keep 6 feet apart, gather 
outside.  Wash your hands.  If you feel sick stay 
home, call your doctor, get tested.     

You can find information about COVID in 
Massachusetts here: 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-
updates-and-information 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-state-
of-emergency 

 and as always, you can reach us by email: 
foothills@burgy.org and phone:  (413) 268-8404 

Town Clerk News 
By Lynn Sibley, Town Clerk 

Elections – I want to send out a great big 
thank you to all the voters, election workers, and 
Town Office Staff who made this challenging 
election season so successful.  It was a huge 
undertaking for all City and Town Clerks in 
Massachusetts, but it was a great success.  
Voters took our measures to keep everyone safe 
seriously.  We had no one that refused to wear a 
mask so it made the greeter’s job a lot easier.  
You may be wondering what the line of 19’s are 
at the top of this article.  Whately had the 19th 
highest voter turnout in the State with an 88.7% 
turnout.  That was a very impressive 
accomplishment.  Until the pandemic is over, 
there may be some changes to local elections and 
town meetings so stay tuned for more 
information.   

Town Street List forms -  In the beginning of 
January 2021, town street list forms will be 
mailed to all households.  Please do your part by 
returning them as soon as possible so I don’t 
have to go through the expense of second 
mailings.  Returning your street list keeps you 
active on the voter list, helps the school prepare 
budgets by providing a number of possible 
students reaching school age, and the town 
population is used to calculate revenue and 
assessments for various programs.  Thank you in 
advance for getting those forms back to the Town 
Clerk’s Office.  Remember, you can drop them in 
the Town Office drop box.   

Dog Licenses  - Dog licenses will be available 
starting February 1st.  A reminder will be included 
with the Town Street List form.  In order for your 
dog to be licensed, I will need a valid rabies 
certificate and a payment of either $10 for 
neutered or spayed dogs or $15 for unaltered 
dogs.  Dogs must be licensed by June 1st in order 
to avoid a $50 late fee per dog.   

News from the Treasurer/Collector’s 
Office 
By Lynn Sibley 

Water bills were mailed out to those people on 
the Whately Water Department system on 
November 19, 2020 and are due on December 
21st.  If you have water usage questions, please 
contact the Water Department at 665-3080.  If 
you didn’t receive a bill, please contact the 
Treasurer/Collector at 665-4400 x2.   

 Real Estate and Personal Property tax bills will 
be mailed towards the end of December.  The 
Town Offices are only open to the public Monday, 
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Wednesday and Thursday from 8 am – Noon.  
Please use the drop box for any payments or 
general town business.  If you wish a receipt, 
please include a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope and a receipt will be mailed to you. 

Update your phone number on 
Connect CTY Notification System 
Lynn Sibley, Emergency Management Director 

Connect CTY - I am beginning to sound like a 
broken record on the merits of the Connect CTY 
Notification System.  Not only can this be used to 
send emergency messages but I do use it to send 
reminders about various events and deadlines 
such as tax due dates and voter registration 
notices.   Please remember that this is a “robo” 
call and there is a small delay from the time you 
answer the phone until the message starts.    

I am finding that I have a lot of “bad phone 
numbers”.  These may be from people 
transitioning from landline numbers to 
cellphones.   I encourage everyone to include 
their cell phone numbers in our Blackboard 
Connect CTY program.  It is very simple to do.  
You can go to Whately.org, scroll down and click 
on “E-Alerts”.  It will ask you to set up an 
account.  You may also call 665-4400 x3 directly 
and I will input any numbers that you would like 
into the system.  You can opt for phone, email or 
text messages.  Text messaging is limited by 
characters so we usually send a message to refer 
you to the website for further information. 

I would also like to thank everyone for their 
positive comments regarding this phone 
notification system.  If you haven’t been receiving 
emergency messages or reminders regarding 
emergency situations such as road closures, Town 
Meetings or tax due dates, please call or go 
online to Whately.org to get signed up.   

Town Administrator Updates  
by Brian Domina, Town admin.  

I want to recognize the Whately Board of 
Health, Fran Fortino, Rebecca Jones and Michael 
Archbald, for their tireless work over the past 
nine months to combat the COVID19 pandemic. 
A significant burden has been placed on the 
shoulders of local health officials and they have 
responded, without question or hesitation, to 
each and every challenge. The countless hours 
these three individuals have worked goes 
relatively unnoticed, from near daily conference 
calls with the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health, to case monitoring, to contact tracing, to 
monitoring for compliance with COVID19 orders, 
to making sure those in quarantine have food, to 

providing advice and guidance on school re-
openings, and for countless other things. Please, 
if you see any of these three individuals, consider 
offering them a socially distanced thank you for 
all the work they have been doing to keep all of 
us safe during this tremendously difficult time.  

I also want to thank, all of the town employees 
and volunteer board and committee members for 
their willingness to adapt to a new way of doing 
business. I can honestly say that due to 
everyone’s commitment, hard work and 
willingness to accept changes the operations of 
the Town continued with very little interruption. 
Two major infrastructure projects were completed 
this past summer. New sidewalks and crosswalks 
have been installed on Chestnut Plain Road and 
the two closed bridges on Williamsburg Road 
have been replaced with the road to re-open in 
the near future. A third infrastructure project, 
installing drainage and paving on Poplar Hill Road 
has also been completed. Behind the scenes, 
planning continued for a number of future 
projects, including the completion of the Whately 
2020 Hazard Mitigation Plan (making the Town 
eligible for additional grants from FEMA), 
continued work on the Whately Municipal 
Vulnerability Plan (to make the Town eligible for 
additional state MVP grants for future 
infrastructure projects), and continued planning 
for the accessibility improvements at the S. White 
Dickinson Library and a redesigned Veterans 
Memorial in the center of the historic district.   

The Town has been able to take advantage of 
COVID19 focused grant opportunities to make 
strategic investments in town-owned buildings to 
improve ventilation and air quality, to purchase 
tents to provide outdoor learning spaces at the 
elementary school, to stock-up on personal 
protective equipment for first-responders, 
teachers and other front-line town employees and 
to purchase two electronic message boards to 
improve communication with residents.  

As always please don’t hesitate to contact me 
with questions, issues or concerns. I hope 
everyone has a wonderful, safe and healthy 
holiday season. 



 

 

Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

December's here - all critters rest 
They seek and find a find a cozy nest 
Or else a warm and ample cave 
For them, and all the food they've saved. 
  
Birds are quiet - not a song 
to hear from them all winter long, 
Snow is quiet coming down, 
It muffles sound throughout the town. 
  

So let's keep warm and wear our masks 
Be thoughtful as we do our tasks. 
Enjoy the winter and the snow, 
Drive with care and keep it slow! 

The Whately Scoop
Cost  for printing and mailing this edition of the Scoop was provided by  

the small businesses who ran ads in this issue  -  
Thank you very much!  

We encourage all readers to thank these awesome businesses by patronizing them! 

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do 
not despair!   You can always find it on the 
resources page at www.whatelyhistorical.org.

The closing date for submissions to the 
March 2021 issue of the Scoop is Wednesday 
February 24.

Please email your our literary contributions 
to jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  
Also use this email if you want to be on the 
reminder list and get an email from me about 
3-4 weeks before the deadline, or if you would 
like email delivery of the scoop.

Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year 
(4 issues) and a mention in a box on the front 

page is $50/year. Please make checks out to: 
The Whately Scoop and mail to 152 Westbrook 
Rd RFD So. Deerfield, 01373

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  
Here’s what you can do:
1) Volunteer to write articles
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place an ad
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs

If you are interested in any of those please 
call or email Joyce at 665-6739;  
jpfortune@comcast.net.  
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