
By Georgia Scura

Thanks to everyone who came out to enjoy our

summer concerts.  It was great seeing so many

of our neighbors and friends.  And thanks so

much for your donations. Your support helps

the Friends of the Library sponsor a variety of

entertaining and educational programs.

@ Tree Lighting & Craft Fair
This weekend we are hosting two fun events.

On Saturday, December 7 from 5- 6 p.m., 

come enjoy our 4th annual tree lighting with

live music, baked goodies, and hot chocolate.

On Sunday, December 8 from 10 a.m.–3 p.m.,

visit our 10th annual Holiday Craft Fair at the

Whately Town Hall.  With more than 20 

talented vendors, the fair will be the perfect

place for you to do your holiday shopping.   

@ Museum Passes 
Don’t forget—the Library has passes for Historic

Deerfield, The Clark Art Institute, Mass MoCA,

and the Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art.

Passes are available at the library on a first

come, first served basis.  Visiting these museums

is a wonderful way to spend a cold, winter day.  
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News from the 
Friends of the Whately Library





 
 
Join the party that’s been 250 years in the making and 
help celebrate The One and Only Whately in 2021: 
v Keep up with all the news about the celebration on 

Facebook @Whately 250th. 
v Email 250th.Whately.Info@gmail.com to join the 

team. Help is needed now with: 
o Fundraising 
o Marketing/Promotion 
o Planning the Gala event 
o Publishing the celebration program 
o Souvenirs 

v Place your order for commemorative pottery at 
www.tinyurl.com/whatelypots. Orders placed now 
will arrive in the Spring. 

 
We need everyone in Town to be involved to give Whately 
the celebration our town deserves. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, March 1st  

8:00-11:00 
Whately Elementary School 

273 Long Plain Road 

 
Menu: Pancakes (plain, blueberry and buckwheat), 
Bacon, Sausage, Fresh Fruit Salad, Real Maple Syrup, 
Coffee, Tea, Juice, Milk, and Hot Chocolate 

Cost: $7 per person or $28 per family 

Basket raffle: Enter to win many great gift baskets!!   

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THIS FUN COMMUNITY 
BREAKFAST AND WHATELY PTO FUNDRAISER!! 



SCOOPSCOOP
Our 17th Year and going strong. Thanks to you! 

 
Open House Plan Review: Chestnut 
Plain Road Sidewalk Reconstruction -
Dec. 11, 2019 - 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm  
By Brian Domina, Town Administrator 

The Town of Whately received a grant from 
t h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s D e p a r t m e n t o f 
Transportation to reconstruct the sidewalks 
along both sides of Chestnut Plain Road from 
the Center School/Cemetery to the Town Hall/
Haydenville Road. A preliminary plan has 
been developed by the Town's consulting 
engineer and will be available for review at an 
"open house format" meeting on December 
11, 2019. The “open house format” allows 
residents the opportunity to stop by anytime 
between 5:30 pm and 7:30 pm to review the 
plans, ask questions and submit comments in 
an informal setting. All the feedback received 
a t t h e mee t i n g w i l l b e t a ken i n t o 
consideration and a final plan will be 
deve loped fo r cons idera t ion by the 
Selectboard. The tentative schedule is for 
construction to take place in the spring or 
early summer of 2020. Please visit the News 
a n d A n n o u n c e m e n t s e c t i o n a t 
www.whately.org to download a copy of the 
preliminary plans. If you are not able to 
attend the meeting and want to submit 
comments please email Brian Domina at 
townadmin@whately.org.   

Future of the Whately center school 
By Jenny Miriam, Center School Visioning Com. 

The Center School Visioning Committee was 
formed by the town’s Selectboard in response 
to their 3 way split of ideas on what to do 
with the deteriorating Center school located 
at  218 Chestnut Plain road.  About a dozen 

people make up this committee and include: 
lifetime residents of Whately with fond 
memories of attending the Center school; 
relieved parents who were glad their kids 
attended school in a building with heat; 
neighbors curious about what is going to 
happen to the old building; & newcomers to 
town sponging up Whately’s wonderful 
history.  Currently we are reviewing the 
options of: 

・renovation for town use,  

・renovation for public or private enterprise,  

・demolition  

・sale to a private developer.   

By all evaluations the building needs 
significant repair.  As a result, some lean 
toward letting a private entity bear the cost of 
that.  On the other hand, The Center school 
building is listed on the State Register of 
Historic Places based on its elaborate & 
notable historic features and it anchors the 
town center’s designation as a National 
Register District.  In addition, the location of 
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Donations from Pro Pel Plastech, Long Plain 
Road help cover the cost of The Scoop…

Please see the ads from our many local business  
sponsors who make this newsletter possible.  

http://www.whately.org
mailto:townadmin@whately.org


the building could be a precious part in a 
chain of beckoning town center locations.    

Starting with brainstorming and moving on 
to outlining costs for various options, we are 
developing a survey to gather your input.  So 
please start imagining: what new entity in 
town would serve you?  What would be a 
beneficial stop for you when you go to the 
post office or library?  If you use neither, 
what would draw you to your quaint 
“downtown”? 

We welcome your input and are working to 
put forth a recommendation for the 
Selectboard to bring to the next town 
meeting.   Please watch for a survey from our 
committee and feel free to contact any 
committee member with your thoughts, 
questions, ideas.  Our next meeting will be at 
6:00 pm, December 17th at the Town Hall.  
You can also get more information and 
contact us using out web page on the town’s 
site:  https://www.whately.org/center-school-
visioning-committee 

Paul Antaya, aya@comcast.net 
Keith Bardwell, highway@whately.org 
Marc Bussiere, bussieremarc@aol.com 
Stan Scordilis, sscordil@smith.edu 
Leslie Harris, info@quonquont.com 
Marissa Hashizume, marissahashizume@gmail.com 
Becky Jones, rmjo@rcn.com 
Rich Korpiewski, richkorp@comcast.net 
Judy Markland, jmarkland@lmstrategies.com 
Jenny Morrison, heyref4@gmail.com 
Fred Orloski, f.orloski@whately.org 

Whately Town Hall Update 
Neal Abraham, Steward  

Just a year after we dedicated the newly 
renovated Town Hall, usage has surged (28 
activities for a total of 130 hours in 
November) serving a total of 14 different 
organizations.  Included among these was a 
regional conference for 80 people on small 
water and sewer systems in Franklin County 
hosted by State Senator Jo Comerford and 

State Representative Natalie Blais.  Over the 
last year, in addition to meetings of 9 
different town commissions and committees, 
Town Hall events have included rehearsals for 
two private dance groups, several memorial 
services, musical group rehearsals, concerts 
and other presentations for chi ldren 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library 
including a planetarium show, presentations 
sponsored by the Whately Historical Society 
including one by a local high school student, 
and regular meetings of the Grange and the 

Happy Holiday from  

the Whately Library  

 Open regular hours this winter

https://www.whately.org/center-school-visioning-
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Historical Society.  The Historical Society 
Museum on the first floor is open to the public 
every Tuesday morning from 9-noon -- it's a 
great place to visit to explore Town history 
and a place to bring your visitors. 

Any Whately representative may contact the 
Town Offices to make a reservation for an 
event or organization to use the auditorium 
(capacity 200) or the meeting room (capacity 
30). Each room has a visual display system 
and the auditorium has excellent acoustics 
and microphones with an audio amplification 
system.  Town Hall usage policies are posted 
on the Town website. 

Two historic preservation projects in Town 
Hall have been completed and a few other 
artifacts are on display in the first-floor 
hallway, including an original schoolhouse 
bench and an historic hat rack with a mirror.  
In September 2019 the circa 1940 advertising 
curtain was restored and remounted on the 
stage in the auditorium (stop by to see the 
names of the businesses of that era -- a few 
are still around -- and their pre-World War II 
phone numbers). The restoration of the old 
town safe and its wonderful hand-painted 
river scenes is complete as well.   

Please note that for winter energy (and 
cost) savings, we have set the thermostats to 
reduce the temperature when the building is 
not in use.  If you're having an event this 
winter, please arrive a little early to turn up 

the thermostat(s), then please turn those 
thermostat(s) back down as you leave. 

$75,000 CPA Match and Upcoming 
Project Application Deadline 
By Judy Markland, CPC 

The state CPA trust fund has announced the 
match amounts for the last fiscal year, and 
Whately received an 86.9% match in the 
amount of $75,000.  We are very pleased 
because only eight towns in the state 
received matches of 75% or more.  If the 
additional contribution to the trust fund 
originally approved by the legislature survives 
in the final budget surplus appropriation bill, 
we expect to receive another $11,000.  This 
would give us roughly $175,000 in CPA 
revenues for the upcoming fiscal year starting 
in June. 

The CPA project approval cycle starts in 
December when the Community Preservation 
Commit tee s tar ts rev iew ing pro jec t 
applications for approval at next April’s 
annual town meeting.  Applications are due 
on Tuesday, December 10 by 5pm at Town 
Offices.   

To qualify, projects must be for historic 
preservation, open space, community housing 
or recreation.  It is helpful if the project can 
be reviewed by the appropriate town 
commission (Ag, Conservation, Historical, 
Housing or Recreation) before it is submitted 
to the CPC.  Application forms and a link to 
an explanation of project eligibility can be 
found at the CPC page at whately.org. 

News from the Whately Church 
By Cynthia Crosson-Harrington 

In our Advent preparations for Christmas, 
the Whately church looks forward to a 
number of activities.  On December 1st, we 
celebrate the beginning of Advent with a 

C&A Repair and Equipment
A Locally Owned Full Service Dealer

m.J Husqvama



potluck lunch following worship. We are also 
helping our pastor Rev. Cynthia Crosson-
Harrington celebrate the publication of her 
new memoir with a book signing at 1:30 that 
day. . On December 15th, we invite you to join 
us from 3:00-3:30 for our narrated Living 
Nativity as we remember Christ’s birth. Dress 
warmly and prepare to witness to the magic 
of the true meaning of Christmas once again.  

On Christmas Eve we will join together for 
dinner at 6:00 pm followed by carol singing 
and – we hope-- visit from Santa.  Our 
traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight service 
of readings and carols will be held this year at 
8:00 pm. We would love to have you join us 
for any or all of these activities.    

We also welcome you to join us every 
Sunday at our usual 10:00 am.  

Warm Christmas wishes and a blessed New 
Year to come.  

Whately 250th Pottery at the Library 
by Nancy Talanian 

Whately 250th pottery prototypes are now 
on display in the Whately Library.  They will 
also be on view at the Whately Library 
Handmade Holiday Craft Fair on Sunday, 
December 8th, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pick up 

an order form at either location or order pots 
online at www.tinyurl.com/whatelypots.  
Pottery ordered in 2019 will be ready by 
spring of 2020. 

Tom White, potter, of Northfield is making 
the pots just as the 19th century pots in the 
Whately Historical Society’s collection were 
made—using stoneware clay, wood-fired and 
salt-glazed.  Seven pottery shapes and sizes 
are available, and all pots will be oven- and 
dishwasher-safe.  Proceeds of pottery sales 
will help fund Whately’s 250th anniversary 
celebration in 2021. 

For more information, contact Keith or Ben 
B a r d w e l l v i a e m a i l a t 
brookledgesugarhouse@gmail.com or by 
phone at 665-2891. 

Historical Society news. 
By Adelia Bardwell 

The Historical Society continues to be busy 
moving the last of its belongings from the 
Center School.  It has been a challenge.  We 
are so lucky to have such a valuable 
collection.  Each Tuesday we uncover some 
treasure and realize the importance of our 
work.  

Upcoming programs.  On February 6 Dereka 

http://www.tinyurl.com/whatelypots
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Smith will educate us with "Civil War Stories 
from Whately."  She has researched this and 
her talk will be one you should not miss.  The 
second will be a guest speaker, Dale Monette, 
whose topic is "The Quabbin, Then and 
Now."  This will be April 2.  Both will be in the 
Town Hall at 7.  

Perspective on the Past.  The Whately 
Library has kindly offered to host a rotating 
exhibit featuring a unique object from the 
Historical Society’s collection.  The Society is 
calling this exhibit “Perspective on the Past”.  
The first object will go on display at the 
library in early December.  We’re challenging 
you to guess what it is. 

Genealogy update.  We need your help.  For 
the 250th celebration, the Historical Society is 
working on an update of the Whately family 
genealogical information last published in Ena 
Cane’s Whately 1771-1971, published in 
1972.  Can you provide information on births, 
deaths, and weddings in your family since 
that time?  If your family came to Whately 
after 1771 and wasn’t in the earlier 
genealogy, we’re happy to include your 
information as well. Drop in at the Historical 
Society museum on Tuesday mornings or 
email smith.dereka@gmail.com with the 
details. 

Visit the museum.  As always we welcome 
anyone interested in our past.  There is so 
much to share.  We recently acquired a 
Stephen Maniatty painting of a house in West 
Whately which has since burned.  We are in 
the museum Tuesdays from 9-12 and by 
appointment by calling 665-3837.  We 
encourage people to drop in to see what we 
have on exhibit. 

Valley Neighbors Membership Drive 
By Fran Fortino 

Do you know someone who may be alone 
for the holidays, or could you use a little help 
with house chores, shopping or getting to 

medical appointments?  In 2018, we started 
the Valley Neighbors group based in Whately 
and Deerfield to provide that kind of help and 
companionship. 

We have held several public meetings and a 
successful open house in the last 3 months. 
The Valley Neighbors continues to reach out 
to local residents who may need neighborly 
support, and to those who may want to help 
their neighbors and relatives stay in their 
homes as they age.  If you would like to join 
the Valley Neighbors group as a volunteer 
and/or member, please contact us via email 
or tel.  See below. 

Residents are also welcome to attend our 
meetings which are usually first Monday of 
each month.  Our next meeting is January 6, 
6 p.m. in the Whately Town Offices.   

 For membership information or to 
volunteer, please contact us: Nancy 
Maynard: nancyomaynard@gmail.com, or 
Fran Fort ino: f for t ino79@gmai l .com , 
665-4561. 

Transfer Station News 
by Fran Fortino  

  The Whately transfer station will be 
closed on Christmas eve, Tuesday, 
December 24, 2019. 

Annual Holiday Reminder - You can 
recycle most of your holiday trash free at 
the Whately transfer station!  See what to 
recycle below.  Town recycling and food waste 
composting are open to all residents, even if 
you have a private trash hauler.  Remaining 
rubbish can be disposed of in Whately bags 
for just $2 per bag at the transfer station.  

Y o u c a n r e c y c l e c a r d b o a r d a n d 
paperboard boxes; greeting cards and 
wrapping paper (except those with foil, 
metallic inks, wire, button batteries or 

mailto:smith.dereka@gmail.com


glitter); catalogues, calendars and clean, dry 
plastic bags.  Tape and paper shopping/gift 
bags are also OK with any type of handle.  We 
also take Christmas trees after the holidays.   

Please Do not recycle these items: 
ribbons, bows, and tinsel (reuse ‘em), holiday 
lights, bubble wrap, packing peanuts (drop at 
UPS store) and Styrofoam; foil gift-wrapping; 
blister pack, or old photos.   

Compost and Recycle New Year’s 
Resolutions for 2020! - Our transfer station 
still offers one of the best and cheapest 
options to get rid of your trash, recyclables 
and food waste compostables.  Bring them to 
the TS and enjoy an uncluttered new year! 

We want to thank all the Whately 
residents who got rid of 3 huge rolloff 
containers plus tons of bulky furniture items, 
old TV’s and computers, BBQ tanks and tires 
at the October bulky waste day.  Thanks also 
to town staff Brian Belder and our wonderful 
bulky day volunteers, this time: Montserrat 
Archbald, Chris Boutwell, Quint Dawson, 
Larry Kuttner & Megan West. Next bulky 
day: May 2020. 

Happy Holidays from the Whately Solid 
Waste Committee! 

Connect CTY Notification Reminder 
Lynn Sibley, Emergency Management Director 

When the town first purchased the Connect 
CTY system I never realized how much it 
would be used and what a vital service it 
provided to the residents.  We have been 
using the system for emergency messages as 
well as public service announcements such as 
tax payment reminders or special town 
meetings.  Please remember that 
this is a “robo” call and there is a 
small delay from the time you 
answer the phone until the message 
starts.    

As people are transitioning from 
landline numbers to cellphones, I 
encourage everyone to include their 
c e l l p h o n e n u m b e r s i n o u r 
Blackboard Connect CTY program.  
It is very simple to do.  You can go 
to Whately.org, scroll down and 
click on “E-Alerts”.  It will ask you 
to set up an account.  You may also 
call 665-4400 x3 directly and we 
will input any numbers that you 

would like into the system.   
I would also like to thank everyone for their 

positive comments regarding this phone 
notification system.  If you haven’t been 
receiving emergency messages or reminders 
regarding Town Meetings or tax due dates, 
please call or go online to Whately.org to get 
signed up.   

Town Administrator Updates: 
by Brian Domina, Town admin.  

The Manganese Filtration project has been 
substantially completed and the filtration 
system is operational. The filtered water has 
no detectable levels of manganese present. 
The Water Department is still working with 
the system manufacturer to find a permanent 
solution to address the excessive level of 
dissolved air in the filtered water, which 
makes the water initially appear white or 
cloudy. A temporary solution has been 
implemented while a permanent solution is 
being developed. Thank you for your patience 
as this issue is being resolved.  

The Water Merger project is also moving 
forward. Earlier this fall, the Highway 
Department and Water Department installed 
water lines across Chestnut Plain Road from 
the terminus of the Water District’s system, 
to the location of the future pumping station. 
The Water Department’s consultant is 
currently working to finalize the plans and 
apply for the necessary permits from the 
Town and MassDEP. Construction of the 
booster station is still tentatively scheduled 
for the spring or summer of 2020. 

The Williamsburg Road Bridge Replacement 
project is moving forward with construction 

tentatively scheduled for sometime 
in 2020, depending on contractor 
availability. The final plans have 
been developed by the Town’s 
consulting engineer’s Tighe & Bond 
and preliminary approval of those 
plans has been given by MassDOT. 
The Town will be soliciting bids for 
the project in January 2020.  
Please also see the articles on the 
Center School Visioning Committee 
and the Solar Energy Forum in this 
issue of the Scoop to see how you 
can prov ide input on these 
important matters.   



As always please feel free to stop by the 
Town Offices (4 Sandy Lane) to chat or ask 
questions about these or any other projects in 
town.  

Town Clerk News 
By Lynn Sibley, Town Clerk 

Street List – During the first week of 
January 2020 Annual Street List forms will be 
sent to all households.  Please verify the 
information, sign and date the form and 
return to the Town Clerk’s Office within 10 
days of receipt.  It is important that the town 
has a correct count of all residents because 
many of our assessments and grants are 
based on population and we must have 
accurate numbers so that we receive or are 
charged the correct amount of money. 

Federal Census – The Federal Government 
will be conducting its decennial census in 
April 2020.  The census bureau has been 
doing intermittent census taking over the last 
ten years on a random basis but this 2020 
census will go to every household in the 
country.  For the Federal Census you will have 
the option of completing it electronically.  You 
will receive a postcard in March with 
instructions.   Please complete this census as 
well as the town street list.  Both have their 
specific purposes and the Federal Census 
figure is what our representation in both state 
and federal government is based on.   

Town Meeting & Elections – Annual Town 
Meeting will be held on 
April 28, 2020 and the 
Annual Town Election 
will be held on June 9, 
2 0 2 0 a t t h e To w n 
Offices.  Nomination 
papers for the Annual 
Town Election will be 
a v a i l a b l e s t a r t i n g 
February 18, 2020.  If 

you are interested in running for office please 
call the Town Clerk’s office at 665-4400 x3.  A 
list of positions up for election will be posted 
on www.whately.org in January.   

Dog Licenses – The Town 
Clerk’s Office will start issuing 
dog licenses on February 3, 
2020.  There will be an insert in 
the St reet L i s t enve lope 
explaining the requirements to 

license your dogs.  All dogs must receive a 
rabies vaccine and any dog six months old or 
older must be licensed per state law.   Late 
fees of $50 for not licensing your dog will go 
into effect on June 1, 2020. 

Treasurer-Collector News 
Lynn Sibley, Treasurer-Collector 

Tax Bills – Third quarter actual tax bills will 
be mailed prior to January 1, 2020 and will be 
due on February 1, 2020.  If you wish to file 
for an abatement it must be submitted to the 
Assessors by February 1, 2020.  If you wish 
to file for an exemption it must be submitted 
to the Assessors by April 1, 2020. Forms are 
available on our website at www.whately.org.  
Real Estate and Personal Property taxes may 
be paid online as well.  Go to Pay Bills on the 
home page at www.whately.org.  There is a 
25 cent fee to pay with an electronic check 
and a graduated fee based on the amount 
charged to pay with your credit card.  

Please remember that your payment needs 
to arrive in my office by or on the due date.  
Postmarks don’t count.  Interest starts to 
accrue the day after the due date.    

Town Clerk, Treasurer Collector Hours – 
The Town Clerk’s Office is open Mon. 8:15 
a.m. – 7:00 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday 
8:15 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. – Noon.   

Wildlife Sighting 
By Marianne Preger-Simon 

It was dusk, on one 
of those gorgeous 
days near the end of 
O c t o b e r . I w a s 
standing on my porch 
next to the banister, 
transfixed by a world 
f i l l e d w i t h t h e 
wondrous pink glow 
cast by the setting 
sun. Suddenly, the 
enormous great blue 
heron who fishes in 
our brook appeared 
right at the level of 
my porch roof and on over it. He was so close 
and appeared so suddenly, he looked 
gigantic. I was completely awestruck, deeply 
grateful and unable to move. Nature can be 
overwhelming. 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Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

December's here - it's time to rest 
All creatures find a cozy nest 
Or else a warm and ample cave 
For them, and all the food they've saved. 
  
Birds are quiet - not a song 
to hear from them all winter long, 

Snow is quiet coming down, 
It muffles sound throughout the town. 
  
So let's keep warm and ease our pace, 
Remember life is not a race, 
Enjoy the winter and the snow, 
Drive with care and keep it slow! 

The Whately Scoop
Cost  for printing and mailing this edition of the Scoop was provided by  

the small businesses who ran ads in this issue  -  
Thank you very much!  

I encourage all readers to thank these awesome businesses by patronizing them!

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do 
not despair!   You can always find it on the 
resources page at www.whatelyhistorical.org.

The closing date for submissions to the 
March 2020 issue of the Scoop is Wednesday 
February 26.

Please email your literary contributions to 
jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  
Also use this email if you want to be on the 
reminder list and get an email from me about 
3-4 weeks before the deadline, or if you would 
like email delivery of the scoop.

Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year 
(4 issues) and a mention in the box on the front 

page is $50/year. Please make checks out to: 
The Whately Scoop. and mail to 152 Westbrook 
Rd RFD So. Deerfield, 01373

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  
Here’s what you can do:
1) Volunteer to write articles
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place 

an ad
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs

If you are interested in any of those please 
call or email Joyce at 665-6739;  
jpfortune@comcast.net.  

http://www.whatelyhistorical.org
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
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