
Chicken, fresh corn, baked 
potato, rolls, brownies or 
cookies, soda, lemonade & 
coffee 
 
Adults: $12    Children: $5 

26th Annual  

Chicken Barbecue 
Labor Day,  Monday Sept. 3,  12-2 pm 

Rain or shine.  For tickets, call 665-2653. Walk-ins welcome. 
Eat at the church or take it home. 

 

Whately Congregational Church 
177 Chestnut Plain Road, Whately 



SCOOPSCOOP
Our 16th Year and going strong. Thanks to you! 

 
Town Hall Open House – Sept 30, 2018 
by Fred Orloski, Municipal building Com. Chair 

The renovation of our 174 year old Town 
Hall is finally complete.  All interior and 
exterior work has been completed and the 
building is ready for use.  The air conditioning 
and heat ing system, chair l i f t , ADA 
bathrooms, and parking lot have all been 
completed and are in working order.  This is 
also the new and permanent home of the 
Whately Historical Society.  They are 
diligently packing their artifacts, displays, and 
exhibits into a dedicated space on the first 
floor.  Some other unique features that you 
will have to come and see for yourself 
include: 

- Original exposed wood beam ceilings 

- Ceiling light fixtures preserved & upgraded to LEDs 

- New kitchen facilities  

- Handicap lift and second staircase 

- Renovated existing wood double hung windows  

- Exterior aluminum storm windows 

- Refinished original wood floors with character 
markings 

- Striped parking lot with improved drainage 

- Continuous sidewalks along front & side of 
building 

- Open light wells for second floor windows 

- Vault door remains as an artifact in women’s 
restroom with access for storage. 

- Large 1891 floor safe preserved and 
relocated inside front entrance 

- Vintage wood tables and chairs being used 

The Town is developing a community use 
policy for tenants and town boards and 
committees wishing to use the facility for 
their meetings and events, arranging for 
routine professional maintenance, and 
seeking a volunteer operations monitor.   

I would like to thank all the Municipal 

Volume 16❖ Number 1 ❖ Sept. 2018 ❖ Whately, Massachusetts

Donations from Pro Pel Plastech, Long Plain 
Road help cover the cost of The Scoop… 

Please see the ads from our many local business  
sponsors who make this newsletter possible.  

Thank you all!  

Fall/Winter Dates : 
Primary Election - Sept. 4, 4 Sandy Lane 7a-8p 
Town Wide Tag Sale - Sept 8, 8a-2p - see article 

Sept 22 - Hazardous Waste - GCC - see article 
Fall Festival, Town Hall Open House,  Library 

book and tag sale (10-2) Sept 30 in town  
BBQ - Whately Cong. Church - Sept 3, noon-2 

End of life decisions, same Church, Oct. 24, 3pm 
Bulky Waste, transfer station, Oct 20, 9a-1p 

Election - Nov 6, 4 Sandy Lane 7a-8p 
Tree Lighting Dec 1 @ Library 

Craft Fair Dec 2 @ Library 

Volunteers needed for the Historical 
Society’s move on Sept. 15, 8:30 on. 

(rain - Sept 16) 
Call 665-3837 if you can help. 



Building Committee members, Historical 
Commission, Historical Society, and Town 
Administrator for all their cooperative work 
and efforts to make this project come to 
fruition and on schedule.  Extra appreciation 
g o e s t o o u r H i g h w a y D e p a r t m e n t 
Superintendent and his staff for all the work 
they did to empty the building, reroute septic 
systems, upgrade and install the drainage 
system and curb along the road, and for their 
expertise in design issues during the last 9 
months.  

Please come see all these features of the 
building.  This open house will be held in 
conjunction with the Historical Society’s Fall 
Festival where the building will be open for 
you to tour.  Stayed tuned to the Town’s web 
site for more details. 

MANY HANDS MADE LIGHTER WORK 
by Donna Wiley for WHS 

Thanks from the Whately Historical 
Commission to the 15 able volunteers, aged 7 
to 77, who gathered at the Center School on 
a steamy wet August afternoon to scrub 150+ 
folding wooden chairs!  Fifty years of grime, 
goo, and chewing gum (ugh) have been 
removed, so that the seating in the Town Hall 
auditorium will be in good condition and 
ready for use! 

Recycling Still Rules!  
by Fran Fortino, Whately Solid Waste Com.  

You may have heard that China has stopped 
taking recyclables from the USA.  However, 
we in Whately are fortunate to still be able to 
recycle many different items for free and 
divert them from trash going to landfills 
which costs ever more money.  We even get 
paid by the ton for recyclables.  So, please do 
your part and separate out your cans, bottles, 
jars, tubs, plastic clamshells, etc. plus paper, 

cardboard and food waste to bring to the 
transfer station.  For a complete list of what 
can be recycled at the Whately transfer 
Station, ask the attendant or check online at: 
https://www.whately.org/transfer-station 
Thanks for recycling!    

Whately Aging in Place 
by Fran Fortino and Mike Archbald 

Our Whately aging-in-place group met in 
June and heard from the successful 
Northampton Neighbors A-I-P group.  They 
provided us with very interesting and useful 
information to help organize ourselves.  With 
the new information, we decided to join the 
national Village To Village Network (VTVN) on 
a trial basis to get experienced help, a mentor 
and access to all their related documents as 
Northampton Neighbors did.  

In August, we met with the new South 
County Council on Aging director and her 
staff to see how we can collaborate in 
reaching Whately seniors in need of services.  
We’ll report on these developments and 
potential collaborations at our next meeting. 

We invite all interested Whately residents to 
join us in our neighbor-helping-neighbor 
efforts to stay in our homes for as long as 
possible as we age.  Our next meeting is 
September 24, 6 p.m. in the Whately 
Town Offices.   If you haven't yet, please 
take our age-in-place survey at: tinyurl.com/
WhatelyAIP2018 

Historical Society News 
by Dee Bardwell & Judy Markland 

We hope that the Historical Society's 
meeting on Thursday, September 6 at 7pm 
will be at Town Hall.  Check the Community 
Calendar at whately.org for updates.  We will 
be setting up for the Grand Opening of our 
museum and planning for our Fall Festival, 

http://tinyurl.com/WhatelyAIP2018%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


which will feature a display in our new space. 

Our giant move from the Center School to 
Town Hall will be on Saturday, Sept.15 from 
8:30 until we’re done, with the rain date on 
the 16th.  Many volunteers are needed.  
Please call 665-3837 so we can be assured of 
enough help to make this happen.  

The Fall Festival is on Sunday, September 
30 from 10am to 2pm at Town Hall.   
Entertainment for the day is the MilkBottle 
band, Snakes of Western Massachusetts with 
Thomas Tyning, and games for the young at 
heart with Steve Karra. The usual delicious 
food will be available, as well as a pie sale.  
Come tour the new museum space and see 
the rest of Town Hall as well. 

News from the Whately Church 
by Cynthia Crosson-Harrington 

  We have had a wonderful summer 
worshipping in the West Whately Chapel where 
we joined with the Conway church as we have 
done in previous summers. On  September 
2nd, we will return to ‘the big church’ in town 
to commence our worship for the year ahead. 
On Sept 3rd, we hope that you will all join us 
for our yearly Barbeque featuring the best 
chicken you have ever tasted! Tickets (which 
can be purchased through LaSalle’s  or from 
any church member) are $12 and the meal of 
chicken, baked potato, corn on the cob, a 
beverage and dessert is well worth it.  

On October 24th, we will be hosting a 
presentation on “End of Life Decisions”  at 
3:00 in the parish hall. Look for posters that 
will be posted in September for more 
information. If you are interested in 
attending, please call the church at 665-3537 
and leave your name and number and we will 
get back to you.   

We worship every Sunday at 10 am and all 
are welcome. Sunday School begins with our 
“Rally Day” on September 16th with a pot 
luck lunch and fellowship following the 
service. Please come and join us. Whoever 
you are and wherever you are on your faith 
journey, our doors are open to you.  

250th Committee  
By Sheila Powers & Joyce palmer Fortune 

We are already starting the fundraising 
needed for our 250th anniversary year 
celebration.  To kick this off, we put FUN into 
the first fundraiser, by making it a town 
wide tag sale.  Sat. Sept. 8, 8a-2p at the 
fire station and around town. (Rain: Sept. 9).  
Come sell, shop, and have fun! The flea 
market w i l l be at the Whate ly F i re 
Department, and tag sales will be at homes 
throughout the town. 

Ways to participate: 

- Set up a table or booth at the flea market 

- Have a tag sale at your home and be 
included on a map of participating homes 

- Donate handmade craft items to be sold at 
the flea market 

- Donate an item of value to be sold at the 
flea market (1 item per household) 

- Explore the sales and market to discover 
hidden treasures! 

C&A Repair and Equipment
A Locally Owned Full Service Dealer

m.J Husqvama

Whately250 on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/250th.whately.info/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/250th.whately.info/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/250th.whately.info/


If you would like more information about 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g , p l e a s e e m a i l : 
250th.whately.info@gmail.com 

Our next meeting is Mon, Sept.10th 6:30 
PM Town Offices 4 Sandy Lane.  We pride 
ourselves on keeping to a 1 hour time limit 
for the meeting, 

HISTORIC WHATELY WORKSHOP:  A 
RESOURCE GUIDE 
by Donna Wiley for WHC 

The Historical Commission’s workshop on 
how to do research on Whately’s historic 
neighborhoods, houses and other structures 
(“From your house to the Milk Bottle”) 
attracted a group of enthusiastic participants 
who braved a night of awful tornado warnings 
to gather in Town Offices on June 18.  They 
learned about the use of historic maps, 
cemetery records, the registry of deeds and 
the Massachusetts Cultural Resource 
Information System (MACRIS).  The amount 
of information available online for amateur 
researchers is considerable and easily 
accessible, with a little bit of guidance. 

To review the FCAT tape of the June 
workshop, the PowerPoint presentation about 
use of MACRIS and other resources, and a 
bibliography of online and printed resources 
on Whately-specific and general resources on 
architectural and area history, please go to 
the Historical Commission’s webpage 
(https://www.whate ly .org/h is tor i ca l -
commission). 

Board of Health by Fran Fortino 

West Nile Alert 

The Whately Board of Health has received 
notification from Mass DPH that West Nile 
Virus has been detected in mosquitos nearby 
(Deerfield).  While no human cases have yet 
been identified, please be sure to empty 
all standing water collected outdoors on 
their property in tires, bird baths, buckets, 
etc. after it stops raining.  Mosquito larvae 
need less than a week to grow in standing 
water; even 1/2 cup worth.  Limit outdoor 
activities during times when mosquitos are 
active, use appropriate clothing and repellent 
when outdoors.  Follow the directions if using 
DEET.  

News from the Friends of the Whately Library 
By Georgia Scura  

The Friends of the Whately Library are 
hosting a book sale and tag sale on the 
library lawn on Sunday, September 30th 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   The book 
sale is a great way to stock up on books for 
fall and winter reading.  The tag sale is an 
excellent opportunity to clean out your 
closets and make some money.  Tag sale 
participants can reserve a 10' by 10' space 
for just $10.00; please call the library to 
register.  Please bring your own blanket, 
table, or tent to display your items. This will 
be a fun event for all ages and it's a 
wonderful way to support the library.  It's the 
Friends' biggest fundraiser of the year.  Both 
the book sale and tag sale are rain or shine.  
We hope to see you there! 

We also need some help!  The Friends need 
people for just an hour or so in the morning 
and afternoon of the book sale. Energetic 
volunteers should meet us at the library 
at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday, September 30th. 
Volunteers will get an early peak at the books 
and help us to move boxes of books from the 
library basement to the display areas on the 
lawn and help us to organize the books. 
At 2:00 p.m., we need volunteers to help 
pack up the leftover books and bring them to 
the transfer station.  Please contact library 
director Candace Bradbury-Carlin if you are 
available.  We would be most grateful! 

mailto:250th.whately.info@gmail.com
https://www.whately.org/historical-commission


Looking ahead to the holidays, the Friends 
will be holding their fourth annual tree 
lighting on Saturday, December 1st and 
the holiday craft fair on Sunday, 
December 2nd. 

And don't forget, the Friends have 
purchased passes for Historic Deerfield, Clark 
Art Institute, Springfield Museums, Mass 
MOCA, the Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book 
Art, and the Smith College Museum of Art, as 
well as a Park Pass for all Massachusetts DCR 
parks and recreation facilities.  Passes are 
available at the library on a first come, first 
served basis. 

As always, we sincerely appreciate your 
support.  Financial contributions can be made 
by cash or check (payable to Friends of the 
Whately Library).   You can bring your tax-
deductible donation to the library or mail it to 
the Friends of the Whately Library, PO Box 
187, Whately, MA  01093. 

Transfer Station News by Fran Fortino 
Next Hazardous Waste Collection 

The annual household hazardous waste 
collection is Saturday, September 22, at 
GCC Main Campus.  This is a once a year 
opportunity for Franklin Co. residents to 
safely dispose of hazardous items like leftover 
oil-based paints, stains, thinners, household 
cleaners, pesticides, pool chemicals, motor 
oil, antifreeze, fluorescent lamps, automobile 
batteries, and other toxic household 
chemicals.   

To participate, residents must pre-register 
by September 17th, either online or by 
phone: 772-2438.  For a complete list of 
acceptable items and to register, see the 
website: franklincountywastedistrict.org/
hazardouswaste.html 

Next Bulky Waste Collection  

Our next bulky waste collection will be 

Saturday, October 20, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at 
the transfer station.  Whately residents can 
get rid of bulky items, including, old rugs, 
furniture, mowers, metals, TV’s, computers, 
sinks and toilets, BBQ tanks, tires and more.  
Fees charged for most items to cover cost.  

If you would like to volunteer for the Oct. 
20 bulky day, please contact Fran Fortino at 
665-4561. 

Church Steeple Repairs to Begin Soon 
by Judy Markland 

Expect to see a very large lift next to the 
Whately church in the next few weeks.  The 
steeple is about to get some very much 
needed repairs and several coats of paint.   

The church was originally built as a one-
story building in 1840 and designed by 
famous architect Isaac Damon. (Canny 
townspeople used the same drawings for 
Town Hall, omitting the steeple.)  In 1867 the 
church was raised to add a second story 
beneath the original building, as designed by 
the minister John Lane.   Lane also designed 
the raising and expansion of Town Hall in 
1871.  It’s no accident that the buildings look 
so similar. 

The steeple most likely dates to 1867.  No 
work has been done on it for many years, and 
it doesn’t take a close examination to see 
that work is overdue.  These days one uses a 
150 foot lift rather than a steeplejack, and 
unfortunately lifts of that size are not cheap.  
The project is expected to cost about 
$17,000; we have a ‘lofty’ goal of raising 
more than half the money in a Steeple Fund 
Drive.  (continued on next page) 

http://franklincountywastedistrict.org/hazardouswaste.html


The church and its spire are an important 
part of Whately’s landscape, whether seen 
from Chestnut Plain Road or from down on 
State Road.  Can you help support this 
i m p o r t a n t m a i n t e n a n c e p r o j e c t ?  
Contributions may be made to the Whately 
Congregational Church (note Steeple on the 
memo line) and mailed c/o Nancy Wilson, PO 
Box 245, Whately, 01093.  All donations are 
tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

News from the Town Clerk 
By Lynn Sibley 

As we approach this very busy election 
season I would like to remind you of the 
State Primary on Tuesday, September 4th and 
the General Election on Tuesday, November 
6th.  Both elections will be held from 7 a.m. – 
8 p.m. at the Whately Town Offices, 4 Sandy 
Lane.  The deadline to register for the 
September 4th election has passed but the 
deadline to register for the November election 
is October 17th.   The Town Clerk’s office will 
be open on Oct. 17th from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
and 7 – 8 p.m.  If you have already 
registered in Whately, there is no need to 
register again unless you have moved within 
Whately.   

Early Voting – At the November 6th 
election, you will be able to vote early if you 
so choose.  Early voting will be held during 
the regular Town Clerk hours of Monday 8 
a.m. – 7 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday 8 
a.m. – 4 p.m. and Friday from 8 a.m. – Noon 
at the Whately Town Offices, 4 Sandy Lane. 
Early voting will also be available from 9 – 
Noon on Saturday, October 27th.   Early 
voting will start on October 22nd and 
end at Noon on Friday, November 2nd.  
Early voting is not available for the 
September 4th Primary.   

I would like to remind those voters that 
have not sent back their census form that 
was sent in January and again in March or 
their confirmation mailing that was sent in 
August, you have been placed on an inactive 
voter list.  In order to vote, you will need to 
bring ID showing your Whately address and 
complete an Affirmation of Current and 
Continuous Residence form.  This ID can 
consist of a driver’s license, current photo id, 
current ut i l i ty b i l l , bank statement, 
government check, paycheck or other 
document showing the voters name and 

address as they are registered to vote.   In 
order to avoid delay at the election, send 
back any of the above forms or call the 
Clerk’s office for further instruction at 
665-4400 X3. 

Tax Payment Schedule 

This is a reminder that taxes are due 
quarterly on August 1, November 1, February 
1 and May 1.  Tax bills were mailed the end of 
June and included an August 1 and November 
1 stub.  There will be no additional mailing for 
the November payment.  August and 
November’s payments are based on last 
year’s property values.  February and May will 
have adjusted values and are considered 
“actual” bills.  Any abatement or exemption 
requests must be made by February 1st to be 
considered by the Assessors.  Taxes can be 
paid by mail, placed in our secure drop box in 
the front of the handicapped parking spaces 
at 4 Sandy Lane, or online (see the town’s 
website www.whately.org)   

Town Office Contact Information
4 Sandy Lane,  South Deerfield, MA 01373  
Main 413-665-4400 Fax 413-665-9560  

Town Directory
Assessors   665-4400 
Board of Health Health Agent  
268-8404 
Animal Control    665-8027 
Emergency Mgmt.   665-4400 
Fire Department (routine)  665-8200 
Burning Permits   625-8200 
Highway Department   
665-2983 
Police (Dispatch,non-emergency) 625-8200 
Police (Station)    
665-0430 
Whately Elementary   665-7826 
Frontier Regional School  665-2118 
Franklin County Technical  863-9561 
Selectboard    665-4400 
S. White Dickinson Library  665-2170 
Collector/Treasurer   665-4400 
Town Clerk     665-4400 
Town Accountant   665-4400 
Water Department   665-4400 

http://www.whately.org


	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  WHAT’S NEW FOR YOU 
            THIS FALL AT THE 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 								Whately 
           Public 
           Library? 

 
NEW LIBRARY TELESCOPE: READY FOR BORROWING!  
A	brand	new	telescope	generously	purchased	by	the	Friends	of	the	Whately	Library	is	now	ready	for	Whately	
residents	 to	 borrow.	 This	 high-quality,	 user-friendly	 telescope	 can	 be	 borrowed	 for	 up	 to	 a	week	with	 one	
renewal.	The	telescope	comes	with	detailed	instructions	as	well	as	a	guide	to	viewing	the	night	sky.	Residents	
must	be	at	least	18	years	old	and	have	a	library	card	to	borrow	the	telescope.	Don’t	have	a	library	card	yet?	It	is	
so	easy	and	worth	it	to	get	one	–	just	come	on	down	and	we’ll	sign	you	up	in	minutes.	
 

											FALL EVENTS AT THE LIBRARY: 
• EDIBLE	WILD	PLANTS	OF	THE	NORTHEAST:		Presentation	and	plant	sale.	Tues	9/4,	6:30pm.		
• SEEN/SEWN	Through:	in	the	Muse	Café	Gallery,	paintings	and	quilts	by	Briana	Taylor,	through	October	
• SOCIAL	CATALYSTS	FOUNDATION	-	Weaving	Program:	Presentation,	Demo,	&	Sale.	Tues	9/18,	6:30pm.	
• GUT	MICROBIOMES	TALK	WITH	LOCAL	AUTHOR	ANA	MARIA	MOISE:	Sat	9/22,	1-2pm.	
• “STORY	STONES”	-	KIDS	CRAFT	&	STORY-BUILDING	WORKSHOP	WITH	EMILY	NEUBERGER,		

AUTHOR	OF	SHOW	ME	A	STORY:	Sat	9/29,	10am-12pm.	
• FRIENDS	OF	THE	WHATELY	LIBRARY	BOOK	&	TAG	SALE	(See	Friends	article):	Sun	9/30,	10am–2pm	
• READ	TO	FINN	THE	DOG!	KIDS	STORYTIME	WITH	THERAPY	DOG,	FINN:	Sat	10/6,	11am.	
• UPCYCLED	PAPER	FLOWERS	WORKSHOP	WITH	AMBER	LADLEY:	Tues	10/16,	6pm.		

	 PLEASE	SIGN	UP-	LIMITED	TO	10	STUDENTS,	AGES	13-ADULT	
• WHATELY	AUTHOR	GEORGE	COLT	READS	FROM	HIS	NEW	BOOK,		

	 THE	GAME:	HARVARD,	YALE,	AND	AMERICA	IN	1968:	Tues	10/23,	6pm 
• POP-UP	COFFEE	SHOP	&	BOOK	DISCUSSION	GROUP	(TITLE	TBD):	Sat	11/3,	10:30am.	
• ANIMAL	PRINTS:	in	the	Muse	Café	Gallery,	linocut	prints	by	Luke	David	Smith,	November-January	
• MOBILE	SCULPTURE	WORKSHOP	WITH	GEORGE	REYNOLDS:	Tues	11/13,	6pm.		

	 PLEASE	SIGN	UP-	LIMITED	TO	10	STUDENTS,	AGES	13-ADULT	
• COMING	IN	DECEMBER:	Tree	Lighting/Caroling	-	12/1,	Holiday	Craft	Fair	-	12/2	



 

!  

Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

As summer winds its way to fall, 
Lazy days will cease their call. 
Swimming holes will be too chill 
And birds will try to eat their fill 
To ready for their southern flight 
As day turns early into night 
  
Schools will open up their doors 
And kids will run along their floors 
To meet their friends and see what’s new 

And show off all the ways they grew 
While teachers work with all their might 
To see that children get it right 

Seasons change, and so do we 
And that’s the way it has to be 
So welcome both the old and new 
And keep your eye on what is true 

The Whately Scoop
Cost  for printing and mailing this edition of the Scoop was provided by  

the small businesses who ran ads in this issue  -  
Thank you very much!  

I encourage all readers to thank these awesome businesses by patronizing them! 

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do not 
despair!   You can always find it on the resources 
page at www.whatelyhistorical.org. 

The closing date for submissions to the 
December 2018 issue of the Scoop is Wed Nov. 28.  

Please email your literary contributions to 
jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  Also 
use this email if you want to be on the reminder list 
and get an email from me about 3-4 weeks before 
the deadline, or if you would like email delivery of 
the scoop. 

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  Here’s 
what you can do: 
1) Volunteer to write articles 
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing 
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day 
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place an ad 
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs 

If you are interested in any of those please call or 
email Joyce at 665-6739;  jpfortune@comcast.net.   
Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year (4 issues) 
and a mention in the box on the front page is $50/
year. Please make checks out to: The Whately Scoop. 

http://www.whatelyhistorical.org
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
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