
SCOOPSCOOP
Our 16th Year and going strong. Thanks to you! 

CPA applications due December 11 
by Judy Markland for the Community 
Preservation Committee 

The CPA project approval cycle starts in 
December when the Community Preservation 
Commit tee s tar ts rev iew ing pro jec t 
applications for approval at next April’s 
annual town meeting.  Applications are due 
on Tuesday, December 11 by 5pm at Town 
Offices. To qualify, projects must be for 
historic preservation, open space, community 
housing or recreation.   

It is helpful if the proposed project can be 
reviewed by the appropriate town commission 
(Ag, Conservation, Historical, Housing or 
Recreation) before it is submitted to the CPC.  
Application forms with more detailed eligibility 
criteria can be found at the CPC page at 
whately.org. 

Whately was one of only eight towns to 
receive a 100% match ($82,247) for its 
FY2018 CPA revenues from the state.  We 
anticipate a similar amount of local revenues 
this fiscal year, for total of roughly $165,000 
with the match.    At least 30% of each fiscal 
year’s CPA revenues must be allocated to 
open space, historic preservation, and 
community housing (min 10% per category).  

WHATELY GRANGE WINS STATE 
GRANGE AWARD 
By Ruth Leahey, Master 

W h a t e l y G r a n g e 
recently won 1st prize 
in the MA. ST. Grange 
Home & Community 
S e r v i c e R e p o r t 
Competit ion. There 
were 17 Subordinate 
Granges and 5 Pomona 
Granges who sent in 
reports; of these 7 
r e q u e s t e d t o b e 
judged. There were 
only 4 winners allowed.  
The announcement was made at MA ST 
Grange Session in October. The report 
represented MA at the National Grange 
Session in Stowe, VT in November. 

The Grange reported all the community 
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Donations from Pro Pel Plastech, Long Plain 
Road help cover the cost of The Scoop… 

Please see the ads from our many local business  
sponsors who make this newsletter possible.  

Thank you all!  

Winter spring Dates : 
CPC Applications due 5pm 12/11/18 Sandy Lane 

Community Sing Along, 1pm 12/16/18 WCC 
Whately AIP 6pm 1/7/19 Sandy Lane 

Whately 250th meeting 7pm 1/14/19 Sandy lane 
Bulky waste May 2109 

Newly renovated Town Hall needs a few 
items:  tea kettle, pots and pans, cooking 
utensils, toaster, coat trees, coat hooks, 
card tables, folding chairs.   If you wish to 
offer items to meet these needs contact 
Neal Abraham, Town Hall Steward, 
n e a l a b r a h a m m a @ g m a i l . c o m o r 
413-397-3287.  Thanks.

mailto:nealabrahamma@gmail.com
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services the members did for the town such 
as: the Memorial Day celebration; scholarship 
for a senior; donation to the Whately 
Elementary School; donation to the Town Hall 
reconstruction; Words for Thirds (three 
towns); knitting for preemies at Baystate; 
providing music for schools, nursing homes 
and much more.  Many hours were counted in 
the report for town government and church 
volunteering also. 

Whate ly Grange had a l ready been 
recognized by the National Grange Home and 
Community Service Chairman and the 
National Grange Master for their programs on 
Identity Theft/Scam done by our Police Chief 
and Deaf Awareness program by a local 
audiologist. 

In addition to this honor, Whately Grange’s 
Lecturer, Charlotte Shea, won 3rd place of the 
state for her report. Other Whately Grange’s 
winners were LaDonna Olanyk, Flora, essay/
poetry, Tom Leahey, an Agriculture Award for 
his program and Ruth Leahey in paintings/
writings/photography and other art work. 
Mrs. Leahey’s water color painting of a tiger 
in clover blossoms was chosen to be in a 
showcase of Western Mass.  Paul Allis 
represented MA in a vocalist competition also. 
He is in the Whately Congregational Church 
choir. 

Whately Grange honored 16 members for a 

combined 990 years of membership and 
service to Whately and a photograph of these 
members was included in the report. 

The Grange is an “agricultural based” 
organization is open to all people, welcomes 
visitors, and those who wish to join.  There 
are many opportunities for fun, contests, 
programs and fellowship. Although Whately 
doesn’t have a Junior Grange (for ages 5-14), 
age for membership in regular Grange is 14. 
Anyone wishing to join the Whately Grange 
should contact Ruth Leahey at 665-3108.  
Our meetings are on the second and fourth 
Thursdays and are open to the public. 

Planning Continues for the 250th 
Celebration  
by Susan Baron 

Whately’s 250th Anniversary celebration in 
2021 will be here before we know it and the 
committee is busy working on plans. If you 
would like to join in on planning the biggest 



party this town has ever seen, please come to 
our next meeting January 14 2019 at 7pm 
at the Town Offices on Sandy Lane. And, join 
our group on Facebook (Whately 250th 
Celebration) to keep up on activities and 
news. 

Congratulations to the winners of the 
October calendar raffle. Thank you to all who 
participated. 

Whately Aging in Place 
by Fran Fortino 

The Whately Neighbors aging-in-place group 
continues to reach out to residents who want 
to help their neighbors stay in their homes 
with a little help as they age. 

We welcome all residents to join us at our 
meetings which are held the first Monday of 
each month in the Town Offices.  Our next 
meeting in the new year is January 7, 6 
p.m. in the Whately Town Offices.  

In the meantime, please take our age-in-
p l a c e s u r v e y a t : t i n y u r l . c o m /
WhatelyAIP2018 

Whately Historical Society 
by Dee Bardwell 

The Historical Society is settling in its new 
location in Town Hall   It is beautiful and you 
are welcome to drop in any Tuesday between 
9 and 12. 

Our next meeting at 7 at Town Hall 
February 7 will feature Conway historian, Bill 
Burnett, telling about his research on the 
1766 Road which goes through West Whately 
(Poplar Hill).  The program was shown in 
Conway and was well received.  Now it is our  
turn to view it. 

Our group is a small dedicated one.  We 
need new members to become involved in our 
mission to preserve Whately's history.  Please 

consider joining.  We meet monthly at 7 at 
Town Hall.  There will be no meeting in 
December and January.  You need not attend 
all meetings, but the two festivals in May and 
September require additional help setting up 
and taking down.  All who are able to assist 
would be most welcomed. 

Musical (ad)venture at the WCC 
by Dee Bardwell 

Whately Congregational Church is the site of 
a new venture.  Steve Calderone, well-known 
local pianist, has offered to play any holiday 
song you choose for a community sing- a-
long.  Here is an opportunity to gather with 
friends and neighbors for a social time.  
December 16 at 1:00 will find many singing 
songs of the season, followed by light 
refreshments. 

Custodian sought for Whately Church 
by Judy Markland 

The Whately Congregational Church is 
seeking a reliable individual or couple with 

C&A Repair and Equipment
A Locally Owned Full Service Dealer

m.J Husqvama

Whately250 on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/250th.whately.info/ 

http://tinyurl.com/WhatelyAIP2018%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.facebook.com/groups/250th.whately.info/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/250th.whately.info/


the ability to work independently to serve as 
its custodian.  Duties include basic cleaning, 
maintaining custodial supplies, setup for 
church suppers and special church services, 
and snow shoveling at the back and front 
doors.  Work may be done at your 
convenience as long as everything is ready 
for scheduled services and events.   There is 
little work in July and August when regular 
services are at the West Whately Chapel, not 
included in the custodial duties.  The pay is 
$15/hour. 

If you are interested, please contact Judy 
Markland at jmarkland@LMstrategies.com or 
665-4638 with background information and 
references. 

News from the Whately Church 
by Cynthia Crosson-Harrington 

As we usher in Advent and prepare for 
Christmas, the Whately church looks forward 
to a myriad of activities.  On December 9th, 
we celebrate the Advent season with a 
potluck lunch following worship and everyone 
will have an opportunity for a bit of tree 
trimming. All are welcome (and you might 
want to bring an ornament to adorn the 
Christmas tree). On December 16th, the 
church will be hosting a Community Carole 
Sing with refreshments to follow.  Join your 
friends and neighbors in song during this 
festive time. We have decided to return to our 
every other year celebration of the Living 
Nativity, but the carol sing should be a great 
way to remember the season. 

On Christmas Eve we will join together for 
dinner at 6:00 pm and perhaps share a few 
Christmas remembrances. We are hoping that 

Santa will take time from his travels to make 
an appearance. Our traditional Christmas Eve 
Candlelight service of readings and carols will 
be held this year at 8:00 pm. We would love 
to have you join us for any or all of these 
activities.    

We also welcome you to join us on Sunday 
December 30st at our 10:00 am  of “A 
Celebration of Hope and New Beginnings” to 
ready yourself for a blessed New Year to 
come.  

We wish you all a blessed holiday season!  

Library News  
by Candace Bradbury-Carlin 

This winter brings some transition to the 
library. I made the difficult decision to take a 
full-time job closer to home, so I will be 
stepping down as director.  I like to think that 
I carried along the tradition of dedicated and 
creative leadership with which this library has 
always been blessed. Thank you for these 
wonderful years at your amazing library. I am 
very pleased to announce that Cyndi Steiner 
has accepted the role of Interim Director and 
I have the greatest confidence that she will 
keep the library running smoothly. She will 
begin this role on December 3. 

Also note that the library is changing its 
hours of operation for the winter, effective 
December 3. Through March the library will 
now be open on: Mondays 10-5, Tuesdays 
11-6, Wednesdays 11-6, and Saturdays 10-3. 
We appreciate your patience and support 
during this time of transition. 

YOUR LIBRARY IS A COMMUNITY CENTER 

250th Committee  
Next meeting January 14th at 7pm 

at 4 Sandy Lane

Community Sing-along  
Whately Congregational Church  

Dec 16, 1pm

mailto:jmarkland@LMstrategies.com


The Whately Public Library just finished a 5-
year plan and one of the top goals is to foster 
a strong feeling of community in Whately.  
How can we do that? We always welcome you 
to come on down with friends and family to 
spend time together for a whole range of 
activities. This winter, come in from the cold 
to read, have discussions, play games 
together, or make things together in our 
bright, cozy spaces. We also plan to continue 
our robust programming to suit a variety of 
interests, for free, in order to bring people 
together over shared interests. There is 
more, so much more, that we plan to do. So, 
stay tuned and as always, we appreciate your 
suggestions! Happy winter and we look 
forward to seeing you at the library. 

WINTER PROGRAMS AT THE LIBRARY 

As we are in transition, the programs this 
winter are not yet scheduled. However, there 
are some great events that we hope to offer, 
such as special storytimes and music 
programs for kids. Look for announcements 
posted at the library, on our website, on 
facebook, and via email. 

News from the Library Trustees 
By Sheila Powers  

Greetings from the Trustees of the S. White 
Dickinson Memorial Library, and wishing all 
patrons, neighbors and residents a warm, 
safe Holiday Season.  We congratulate 

Candace Bradbury-Carlin on her recent 
appointment to Director at the Tilton Library 
in South Deerfield and wish her the very 
best!  Many of you see our assistant librarian, 
Cyndi Steiner, on a regular basis and as of 
Monday, December 3rd, she will also be filling 
in as Interim Acting Director for us.  We are 
pleased to have Cyndi on board and wish to 
say Thank You for all her hard work, input, 
and insight over the years, and thank you, 
our patrons for working with Cyndi, the Board 
and the Friends as we transition into new 
direction. Wishing you all the very best as we 
approach 2019! 

Transfer Station News  
by Fran Fortino 

The Whately transfer station will be closed on 
Christmas, Tuesday, December 25 and New 
Year’s Day, January 1, 2019. 

Annual Holiday Reminder – Recycle it! 

You can recycle most of 
your holiday trash free at the 
Whately transfer station!  
See what to recycle below.  
Town recycling and food 
waste composting are 
open to all residents, even if 
you have a private trash 
hauler.  Remaining rubbish can 
be disposed of in Whately bags for just $2 per 
bag at the transfer station.  

Y o u c a n r e c y c l e c a r d b o a r d a n d 
paperboard boxes; greeting cards and 
wrapping paper (except those with foil, 
metallic inks, wire, button batteries or 
glitter); catalogues, calendars and clean, dry 
plastic bags.  Tape and paper shopping/gift 
bags are also OK with any type of handle.  We 
also take Christmas trees after the holidays.   

Do not recycle these items- ribbons, bows, 
and tinsel (reuse ‘em), holiday lights, bubble 



wrap, packing peanuts (drop at UPS store) 
and Styrofoam; foil gift-wrapping; blister 
pack, or old photos.   

Compost and Recycle New Year’s 
Resolutions for 2019! 

Our transfer station still offers one of the 
best and cheapest options to get rid of your 
trash, recyclables and compostables.  Bring 
them to the TS and enjoy an uncluttered new 
year! 

Thanks Again for Your Support! 

We want to thank all the Whately residents 
who got rid of 30 plus tons of bulky furniture 
items, metals, old TV’s and computers, BBQ 
tanks and tires at the October bulky waste 
day.  Thanks also to town staff Brian Belder 
and our wonderful bulky day volunteers, this 
time: Montserrat Archbald, Chris Boutwell, 
Greg Cangialosi, Larry Kuttner, Dan Talbot, 
Megan West & Regina Wroblewski.  Next 
bulky day: May 2019. 

Thank You to all Whately residents for your 
composting & recycling efforts. Happy 
Holidays from the Whately Solid Waste 
Committee! 

Town Administrator’s Update on 
Marijuana Establishments in Whately  
by Brian Domina, Town admin.  

With retail marijuana establishments 
opening in Northampton and Leicester some 
residents may be wondering what is 
happening in Whately with marijuana 
establishments. The Town has knowledge of 
two companies with interest in opening 
recreational marijuana retail establishments 
in Whately. ToroVerde (Massachusetts) III, 
Inc. has proposed opening a retail marijuana 
establishment to be located at 424 State 
Road, Whately, MA (Sugarloaf Shoppes). 
ToroVerde has already held its required 
community outreach meeting and is actively 
pursuing a host community agreement with 
the Town. ToroVerde intends to f i le 
applications for site plan approval and a 
special permit in the near future. Irie, LLC 
has proposed opening a retail establishment 
to be located at 181 State Road, Whately, 
MA. Irie has already held its required 
community outreach meeting for this location 
but is not currently pursuing a host 
community agreement so the status of this 

proposal is not known.  

In terms of marijuana cultivation, the Town 
has knowledge of two companies with interest 
in opening marijuana cultivation facilities. 
Urban Grown, Inc. has proposed opening a 
Tier II marijuana cultivation facility to be 
located at 149 Christian Lane, Whately, MA. 
Urban Grown has already held its required 
community outreach meeting and entered 
into a host community agreement with the 
Town. Urban Grown is currently pursuing site 
plan approval and a special permit for the 
project. Bloom Market Garden, LLC. has held 
preliminary discussions with the Town about 
opening a marijuana cultivation facility to be 
located on a parcel of land at the intersection 
of Christian Lane and Routes 5/10 (Parcel ID 
# 19-0-11). Bloom Market Garden will likely 
be scheduling a community outreach meeting 
in the near future. Please feel free to contact 
me (Brian Domina, townadmin@whately.org) 
if you would like more information about any 
of these proposals.     

News from Town Clerk/treasurer/
Collector  By Lynn Sibley 

Drop Box – REMINDER - A drop box is 
located near the front entrance of the Town 
Office Building at 4 Sandy Lane.  You may use 
this box for all town correspondence including 
tax payments, dog licenses and street list 
forms.   

Street List – During the first week of 
January, the Annual Street List forms will be 
sent to all households.  Please verify the 
information, sign and date the form and 
return to the Town Clerk’s Office by January 
25th.  It is important that the town has a 
correct account of all residents because many 
of our assessments and grants are based on 
population and we must have accurate 
numbers so that we receive or are charged 
the correct amount of money. 

Town Meeting & Elections – Annual Town 
Meeting will be held on April 30, 2019 at the 
Whately Elementary School and the Annual 
Town Election will be held on June 11, 2019 

The Whately transfer station will be 
closed on Christmas, Tues., Dec. 25 and 
New Year’s Day, Jan. 1, 2019. 
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at the Town Offices.  Nomination papers for 
the Annual Town Election will be available 
starting February 25, 2019.  If you are 
interested in running for office please call the 
Town Clerk’s office at 665-4400 x3.   

Dog Licenses – The Town Clerk’s Office will 
start issuing dog licenses on February 4, 
2019.  There will be an insert in the Street 
List envelope explaining the requirements to 
license your dogs.  All dogs must receive a 
rabies vaccine and any dog six months old or 
older must be licensed per state law.   Late 
fees for not licensing your dog will go into 
effect on June 1, 2019. 

Dog l i c e n s e f e e s :   
Spayed or neutered dogs 
$10 and unaltered dogs 
$15.  Late fees as 
r e q u i r e d b y 
Massachusetts General 
Law and the town’s 
bylaws will increase to 
$50 on June 3, 2019. 
Dog licenses may be 
paid online at www.whately.org.  Open up the 
Pay bills page and click on the link towards 
bottom of page to pay dog licenses or vital 
records.   

Tax Bills – Third quarter actual tax bills will 
be mailed prior to January 1, 2019 and will be 
due on February 1, 2019.  If you wish to file 
for an abatement it must be submitted to the 
Assessors by February 1, 2019.  If you wish 
to file for an exemption it must be submitted 
to the Assessors by April 1, 2019. Forms are 
available on our website at www.whately.org.  
Real Estate and Personal Property taxes may 
be paid online as well.  Go to Pay Bills on the 
home page at www.whately.org.  There is a 
25 cent fee to pay with an electronic check 
and a fee of at least $2.50 to pay with your 
credit card.   

Town Clerk, Treasurer Collector Hours – 
The Town Clerk’s Office is open Mon. 8:15 
a.m. – 7:00 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday 
8:15 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. – Noon.  
The Office will be open limited hours 
from February 15 – 22, 2019 due to 
vacation. 

Connect CTY Notification System 
Lynn Sibley, Emergency Management Director 

When the town first purchased the Connect 

CTY system I never realized how much it 
would be used and what a vital service it 
provided to the residents.  We have been 
using the system for emergency messages as 
well as public service announcements such as 
tax payment reminders or special town 
meetings.  Please remember that this is a 
“robo” call and there is a small delay from the 
time you answer the phone until the message 
starts.    

I encourage everyone to include their cell 
phone numbers in our Blackboard Connect 
CTY program.  It is very simple to do.  You 
can go to Whately.org, scroll down and click 
on “E-Alerts”.  It will ask you to set up an 
account.  You may also call 665-4400 x3 
directly and we will input any numbers that 
you would like into the system.   

I would also like to thank everyone for their 
positive comments regarding this phone 
notification system.  If you haven’t been 
receiving emergency messages or reminders 
regarding Town Meetings or tax due dates, 
please call or go online to Whately.org to get 
signed up.   

Town Office Contact Information
4 Sandy Lane,  South Deerfield, MA 01373  
Main 413-665-4400 Fax 413-665-9560  

Town Directory
Assessors   665-4400 
Board of Health Health Agent  
268-8404 
Animal Control    665-8027 
Emergency Mgmt.   665-4400 
Fire Department (routine)  665-8200 
Burning Permits   625-8200 
Highway Department   
665-2983 
Police (Dispatch,non-emergency) 625-8200 
Police (Station)    
665-0430 
Whately Elementary   665-7826 
Frontier Regional School  665-2118 
Franklin County Technical  863-9561 
Selectboard    665-4400 
S. White Dickinson Library  665-2170 
Collector/Treasurer   665-4400 
Town Clerk     665-4400 
Town Accountant   665-4400 
Water Department   665-4400 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!  

Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

December's here - it's time to rest 
All creatures find a cozy nest 
Or else a warm and ample cave 
For them, and all the food they've saved. 
  
Birds are quiet - not a song 
to hear from them all winter long, 
Snow is quiet coming down, 
It muffles sound throughout the town. 

So let's keep warm and ease our pace, 
Remember life is not a race, 
Enjoy the winter and the snow, 
Drive with care and keep it slow! 

The Whately Scoop
Cost  for printing and mailing this edition of the Scoop was provided by  

the small businesses who ran ads in this issue  -  
Thank you very much!  

I encourage all readers to thank these awesome businesses by patronizing them! 

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do not 
despair!   You can always find it on the resources 
page at www.whatelyhistorical.org. 

The closing date for submissions to the 
March2018 issue of the Scoop is Wed Feb.  20 

Please email your literary contributions to 
jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  Also 
use this email if you want to be on the reminder list 
and get an email from me about 3-4 weeks before 
the deadline, or if you would like email delivery of 
the scoop. 

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  Here’s 
what you can do: 
1) Volunteer to write articles 
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing 
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day 
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place an ad 
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs 

If you are interested in any of those please call or 
email Joyce at 665-6739;  jpfortune@comcast.net.   
Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year (4 issues) 
and a mention in the box on the front page is $50/
year. Please make checks out to: The Whately Scoop. 

http://www.whatelyhistorical.org
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
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