
Labor Day,  Mon. Sept. 4 
12 ˗ 2 pm 

Rain or shine.  For tickets, call 665-2653. 

Walk-ins welcome. 

Eat at the church or take it home. 
 

Whately Congregational Church 
177 Chestnut Plain Road, Whately 

Chicken 
Fresh corn 
Baked potato & rolls 
Brownies and cookies 
Soda, fruit punch & coffee 
 

Adults: $12   Children: $5 

25th Annual 



SCOOPSCOOP
Our 15th Year and going strong. Thanks to you! 

Town of Whately 250th Anniversary 
Planning Committee is being formed 
NOW– Volunteers Needed 

The Whately Selectboard is seeking 
volunteers to serve on a 250th Anniversary 
Planning Committee to help plan the 
numerous events and festivities to take 
place in 2021 to celebrate this significant 
milestone. The Selectboard anticipates 
appointing members to the Committee later 
this year. Please contact, Brian Domina 
town admin., 665-4400 ext. 1 or 
townadmin@whately.org if you are 
interested in volunteering on this 
Committee.   

Apply for a Cultural Council Grant  
by Larry Kuttner 

Each year, the Whately Cultural Council 
awards grants to local organizations to help 
fund cultural and educational programs that 
enrich the lives of Whately residents.  
Beg inn i ng Sep tember 1s t , , g ran t 
applications for next year are being 
accepted online through the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council website at www.mass-
culture.org/Whately.   

There will be an orientation session for 
the online application system at the 

Whately Library on Wednesday, September 
6th at 7:00.  Anyone interested in applying 
for a grant is invited to attend.

To seek funding for a local artistic, 
musical, or other educational or cultural 
activity, you must submit an application by 
October 15th.  All programs must have 
sponsorship from a local institution or 
organization, and have a letter of support 
from the supporting organization. 

Funds are allocated and awarded annually 
through the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council's Local Cultural Council Program.  
Last year, the Whately Cultural Council 
awarded over $4500 to help fund 18 local 
projects.  The Whately Cultural Council 
meets toward the end of each year to 
award funds.  

If you would like help determine how 
funds are allocated, please consider 
volunteering to join the board.  If you are 
interested, please contact Maryellen 
Cranston at the Whately town office.  

Historical Society News 
by Judy Markland 

Our current exhibit, Bygone Whately, 
gets rave reviews from those who’ve seen 
it.  If you haven’t yet, drop by any Tuesday 
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Donations from Pro Pel Plastech, Long Plain 
Road help cover the cost of The Scoop… 

Please see the ads from our many, sponsors who 
make this newsletter possible.  

Thank you all!  

Fall Dates : 
Harvest Festival  Sept. 24 from 11a-2p 
Cultural Council Grant Applications 
      orientation - Sept 6 7pm 
      deadline - Oct 15 
Tree Lighting - Dec.  9 - 4pm  

mailto:townadmin@whately.org
http://www.mass-culture.org/Whately


morning or make a special appointment for 
another time.  You’ll appreciate the 
fantastic quilts, memorabilia from old 
restaurants and stores, photos of long-gone 
houses – and of course, the burlesque and 
Go Go Girl posters from Whately’s past. 

New acquisitions.  We’ve been fortunate 
to be able to add a 4-gallon Wells & Crafts 
salt-glazed butter crock to our collection of 
Whately pottery.  We have had a churn, but 
this is the first butter crock in the collection.  
Thanks to Fred Baron we now have a 
fascinating 1891 deed for the railroad right 
of way between Northampton and 
Shelburne Falls, signed by Whately 
Selectmen,  and Betty Hollingsworth 
donated  a wonderful collection of Crafts 
family photos and papers. 

Volunteer wanted.   Are you looking for a 
volunteer job that you could do from home 
on your own time?  The museum staff are 
busy organizing the collection for its move 
to Town Hall and is much in need of help 
researching grant opportunities for 
restoration and maintenance of the 
collection and security equipment for the 
new museum.  If you’d like to do computer 
research and write grant proposals, we’d 
love to talk to you. 

Save the date!  The Society’s fall harvest 
festival will be on Sunday, September 24 
from 11-2 at the Center School.  The 
Falltown String Band (roots rock, folk, 
country, bluegrass and blues) will entertain 
and there will be outdoor activities for kids.  
As usual there will be hot dogs and 
hamburgers, harvest products, craft 
vendors, baked goods and open house at 
the museum.   See you there! 

The Whately Police Department is 
offering two FREE programs for 
community members 
by Jim Sevigne 

The Ride-Along Program will allow 
Whately residents to ride along in a police 
cruiser with Whately Police Officers as they 
perform their daily duties.  This opportunity 
is intended to help community members 
better understand how their police 
department functions by providing them 
with a first-hand experience of the 
challenges faced by officers in today’s 
society.  You must be a resident, 18 years 
or older and submit an application that will 
include a background check. Applications 
are at the police station and posted online 
at https://www.whate ly.org/s i tes/
w h a t e l y m a / f i l e s / p a g e s /
ride_along_app_0.pdf 

We are proud to announce the Citizen 
Police Academy, a 7-week program that 
will begin on Oct. 5, 2017.  Classes will run 
from 6:00 to 9:00 PM each Thursday night 
at the Whately Police Station.  Participants 
can expect discussions of numerous topics 
PLUS hands on exercises.   Topics include:   

Patrol Procedures  - Use of Force  
Motor Vehicle Law/Traffic Enforcement 
Operating Under Influence of Alcohol/Drugs   
Crime Scene Processing / Forensics 
Domestic Violence - CPR Training 
Firearms Laws  
This is a great opportunity for participants 

to discuss with our own officers the realities 
and challenges of policing in today's 
society.  Our goal is to educate community 
members about policing, strengthen our 
partnership with the community we serve, 
and increase our awareness of the concerns 
of citizens.  You must be a resident, 18 
years or older and submit an application 
that will include a background check.  
Applications are at the police station and 
posted online at https://www.whately.org/
s i t e s / w h a t e l y m a / f i l e s / p a g e s /
cpa_app_2017.pdf .  The number of seats 
is limited, so those interested should 
submit their application ASAP. 
 

https://www.whately.org/sites/whatelyma/files/pages/ride_along_app_0.pdf
https://www.whately.org/sites/whatelyma/files/pages/cpa_app_2017.pdf


TOWN HALL RENOVATION MOVING 
FORWARD! 
by Donna Wiley (for Histor. Commission & 
Municipal Building Committee 

Perhaps you’ve noticed some unusual 
activity recently around our historic Town 
Hall, largely shuttered since the move of 
Town offices to 4 Sandy Lane in the fall of 
2015.  Since our vote last April at annual 
town meeting to renovate the 1844 
building, the Municipal Building Committee 
and Historical Commission have continued 
their efforts to make those plans a reality.   
Plans to restore access to the second-floor 
auditorium and to create a permanent 
home for the Whately Historical Society on 
the first floor, plus a meeting room for use 
by all Whately organizations, have been 
refined.   Funding is firmly in place, with 
the award of two grants totaling $224K in 
June 2017 from the state of Massachusetts 
and continued progress with private 
fundraising.    

The Town has engaged the firm Jones 
Whitsett Associates 
t o o v e r s e e 
construction; the 
RFP for general 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
m a n a g e r s wa s 
i ssued in mid-
August; and the 
construction firm 
will be selected in 
S e p t e m b e r .  
B a r r i n g 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
u n f o r e s e e n 
c i r cumstances , 
Whately can look 

forward to celebrating a fully renovated, 
energy-efficient Town Hall in June 2018.  
It’s about time! 

So, what about that unusual activity?  
Town Hall has been emptied, as the 
Grange, the Historical Society, and the 
Town moved dozens of boxes out this 
summer.  And the slate roof was carefully 
removed from the dilapidated barn 
(scheduled for demolition) behind Town 
Hall; those slates match the Town Hall roof 
and will be used for its repair – a great 
example of the Town’s commitment to 
preserve and reuse historic materials to the 
greatest extent possible. 

“Thanks!”  
from the Friends of Town Hall…. 

To the 18 local businesses and artists who 
donated prizes to our town hall raffle 

Bay State Perennials - Bow Wow 
Bathhouse - C & A Repair and Equipment - 
Clip & Curl - Fairview Farms - Golonka Farm 
- J & J Maple - L & L Fence Co. - LaSalle 
Florists - Muffins General Market - Nancy 
Talanian Pottery - Pasiecnik 5J Creamee - 
Paul Fleuriel Woodworking - River Valley 
Electrolysis - Quonquont Farm - Tom’s Hot 
Dogs - Whately Inn - Zononi’s Auto 
Service. 
To the 7 volunteers who solicited 
donations and staffed raffle tables at the 
Memorial Day Festival, the Library Book 
Sale, and Town Offices on Election Day 
To the 125 town residents who purchased 
tickets enthusiastically and  
To the town employees who helped with 
storing and distributing the prizes! 
Together you contributed more than 
$3400 in ticket purchases and donations 

C&A Repair and Equipment
A Locally Owned Full Service Dealer

m.J Husqvama



for the benefit of Town Hall.   And we all 
had a lot of fun in the process. 

But our job is not yet complete.  
To date the Friends have raised $135,000 

for the Town Hall Fund but we need 
$25,000 more by March 31, 2018.  If you 
haven’t yet contributed or would like to 
increase your donation, please mail a check 
made out to Whately Historical Society 
Town Hall Fund to PO Box 7, Whately, 
01093.  Or to donate by credit card, go to 
the Friends of Town Hall page at 
whatelyhistorical.org.  We’ll meet our 
goal if we all pitch in! 
 
NEWS - Whately Public Library 
By Candace Bradbury-Carlin 

What’s next for the Whately Library? You 
tell us: 

It is time for the library to write a new 5-
year Plan (also known as a Strategic Plan) 
so that the library can continue to evolve 
and serve the community of Whately in the 
best way possible. We are asking for 
Whately residents to come to a meeting on 
Sat. Oct. 14 from 10am-1pm to be a led 
in a fun and lively discussion that will help 
us form our official plan to be filed with the 
Mas sa chuse t t s Boa rd o f L i b ra r y  

Commissioners. Food and drinks will be 
served. Please join us, all are welcome. 
Space is limited to 45 people. 

New Multipurpose Café & Pop-up Coffee 
Shop: 

The library has transformed its downstairs 
meeting room to a Multipurpose Café (we 
are taking suggestions for the café name). 
There are various size café tables and 
comfy chairs, with ambient lighting for a 
welcoming space. In this space – whenever 
the library is open and isn’t hosting an 
event – people can come down to sit and 
chat with friends, do work, use their device 
using our WiFi, read a book or magazine, 
play one of our many board games, or work 
on an art or craft project with our supplies. 
Additionally, this fall we are going to have 
our first Pop-up Coffee Shop in this space 
on Saturday September 30, which will 
include self-serve coffee, baked goods and 
some kind of live or recorded background 
music. We will request a suggested 
donation. If it is popular we will continue it 
on occasion – hence the term “pop-up”. 

Upcoming programs: 
Wed, 9/6, 7pm: Whately Cultural Council 

Grant Application Information Session 
Sat, 9/9, 10-10:45am (Ages 3-6 – live 
animals and storytime) & 11—11:45am (Ages 



7 & up – Live African Animals ): Teaching 
Creatures 

Tues 9/19, 5:30 - 6:30pm: Whately Library 
Book Club: Cookbook Club and Potluck: Bring 
a dish from the cookbook – title TBD 

Sun 9/24, 10am – 2pm: Annual Friends of 
the Whately Library Book Sale and Tag Sale  

Sat, 9/30, 10am - 12pm: Pop-up Coffee 
Shop! Self-serve serve coffee, tea, and baked 
goods (suggested donation), background 
music  

Tues 10/10, 6 - 8pm: Slow Sewing 
Workshop: Hand stitching projects with 
Whately artist Briana Taylor – limited to 8 
students, please register 

Sat 10/14, 10am – 1pm: Whately Library 
Strategic Plan Community Input Session: See 
details above.   

Tues 10/17, 5:30 - 6:30pm: Whately Library 
Book Club: Fiction – Come share your current 
favorite fiction book. Refreshments served. 

Sat 10/28, TWO sessions indoors: 10-11am 
& 11:15am-12:15pm: Wingmasters - Birds of 
Prey and Native American Artifacts: live bird 
presentation 

Sat 11/4, 10 - 11:15am: Yoga for Preschool 
Kids – AGES 3-4: Intro to yoga poses and 
breathing with stories, games, and art  

Tues 11/14, 5:30 - 6:30pm: Whately Library 
Book Club: Non-Fiction Come share your 
current favorite non-fiction books. 
Refreshments served. 

Sat 11/18, 10 - 11:15am: Yoga for Kids, 
AGES 5-7: Intro to yoga poses and breathing 
with stories, games, and art  

Sat 12/2, 4 - 5pm: Tree Lighting with 
singing, hot chocolate, and baked goods  

Sun 12/3, 11am - 3pm: Holiday Craft Fair: 
contact library if interested in participating  

Friends of the Whately Library 
By Georgia Scura  

Thanks to all who attended the summer 
concert series and supported the Friends 
through your generous donations.  The music 
was great, and the setting on the library lawn 
was beautiful.  Plus it was a good opportunity 
to visit with friends and family. 

 The Friends book sale, our largest fund 
raiser of the year, is on Sunday, September 

24th from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm.  We are 
still collecting gently used books and CDs/
DVDs for the sale.  If you have items you'd 
like to donate or have questions, please 
contact Candace Bradbury-Carlin at 
413-665-2170 in advance.   We do not 
accept textbooks or back issues of 
magazines, and we reserve the right to 
discard materials that we think are 
inappropriate for the sale. 

 Once again, we will be hosting a tag sale 
in conjunction with the book sale.   The 
event will be on the front lawn of the 
library, and you can reserve a table for just 
$10.   Please contact Candace Bradbury-
Carlin at the library to sign up.   Both 
Whately residents and residents of area 
towns are invited to participate.  Please 
bring your own blanket, table, or tent to 
display your wares.  This is an excellent 
opportunity to clean out your closets and 
make some extra money.  Both the book 
sale and tag sale are rain or shine! 

The week of October 15th through 21st is 
National Friends of Libraries Week.  Stay tuned 
for information on activities planned to promote 
the Whately Friends group and to learn how 
you can become a member or volunteer your 
time, even if it's just a few hours. 

Looking ahead to the holidays, the Friends 
will be holding their third annual tree 
lighting on Dec. 9th at 4:00 pm.  Last year's 
event was a big success, with about 100 
Whately residents attending.  We hope you 
can join us again this year.   

As always, we need and sincerely 
appreciate your support.   Financial 
contributions can be made by cash or check 
(payable to Friends of the Whately Library).   
You can bring your tax-deductible donation 
to the library or mail it to the Friends of the 
Whately Library, PO Box 187, Whately MA  
01093. 

Transfer Station News 
by Fran Fortino 

Next Hazardous Waste Collection 
The annual household hazardous waste 

collection is Saturday, September 23, at 
GCC Main Campus.  This is a once a year 



opportunity for Franklin Co. residents to 
safely dispose of hazardous items like 
leftover oil-based paints, stains, thinners, 
household cleaners, pesticides, pool 
chemicals, motor oil, antifreeze, fluorescent 
lamps, automobile batteries, and other 
household chemicals.   

To participate, residents must pre-register 
by September 15th, either online or by 
phone: 772-2438.  For a complete list of 
acceptable items and to register, see the 
website: franklincountywastedistrict.org/
hazardouswaste.html 

Next Bulky Waste Collection  
Our next bulky waste collection will be 

Saturday, October 21, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
transfer station.  Whately residents can get 
rid of bulky items, including, old rugs, 
fu rn i ture , mowers , meta l s , TV ’s , 
computers, sinks and toilets, BBQ tanks, 
tires and more.  Fees charged for most 
items to cover cost. If you would like to 
volunteer for the Oct. 21 bulky day, please 
contact Fran Fortino at 665-4561. 

People often confuse what can be recycled 
as mixed containers (“bottles and cans”) 
at the Whately Transfer Station.  We accept 
glass, metal and plastic containers, but 
NOT all glass, metal or plastic is okay.  Here 
are some guidelines that might help (and 
surprise you.) 

1.If it's not a container (or aluminum 
foil), it doesn't belong in mixed container 
recycling. That means no tools, toys, 
toothbrushes, hangers, hardware, scrap 
metal, window glass, or anything else that's 
not a container. 

2.The only containers allowed are the 
cans, bottles, jars, tubs, plastic clamshells, 
etc. that come from food, pet food, 

beverages, personal care products (like 
shampoo & soap) and only non-hazardous 
household products (i.e. no chemical 
solvents or motor oil, etc.)  Please no large 
storage plastic containers*; flower pots; 
toys*; vases; metal cooking, eating or 
drinking containers. 

3.A few more items to remember that are 
not allowed in bottles & cans recycling: 
crinkly black plastic items, plastic bags*, 
Styrofoam, broken glass, toxic product 
containers, and paper or cardboard 
containers* (except “waxy” cartons like 
milk, juice, and soup cartons –  they are 
okay.) 

*Note: these items can be recycled 
elsewhere at the transfer station, but not in 
mixed container recycling. 

If you need more help with this, just ask 
the transfer station attendants, or check 
the sign posted at the transfer station, or 
on the back of the “Whately Transfer 
Station Calendar” that comes out yearly 
with the March edition of the Scoop and is 
available at the transfer station.  

Bulky rigid plastic items 
Effective immediately, we can only accept 

6 types of large rigid plastic. 5 gallon 
buckets, soda crates, laundry baskets and  
lawn furniture wheeled carts, and garbage 
cans  Now you will be able to drive around 
or walk to a separate container and throw 
your large rigid plastic inside.  There will be 
a sign explaining what is and is not allowed.   
Thanks for your understanding. 

Wanted still: non-profit group to take 
deposit bottles and cans.  Transfer Station 
staff separate deposit soda and beer 
containers so they can be a source of cash 
for local nonprofit organizations.  If you are 
or know of any interested organizations, 
please call 665-4561. 

In the meantime, you can help the TS 
staff separate deposit containers by: 

• Completely emptying and rinsing all 
redeemable bottles & cans - sticky 
containers attract ants, flies, and smells 

• Putting aluminum, plastic and glass 
deposit containers into the designated bin.  
Please remove them from any bags.   



• Do Not dump badly dented redeemable 
cans, or bottles with labels removed - 
redemption machines can’t read the UPC 
code.  These go into the recycling roll-off 
instead.  Thanks! 

Town Administrator Updates 
by Brian Domina 

As summer begins to wind down one very 
important project will be commencing. The 
final design for the Town Hall Project has 
been completed and the Town is currently 
soliciting bids from qualified contractors 
and subcontractors to complete the work. 
Construction on the building is tentatively 
scheduled to begin in October and end next 
summer. During construction, the building 
will be closed to the public for safety 
reasons and periodic progress reports will 
be posted on the town website. The Town 
has secured $224,310 (or one-fifth of the 
total project cost) in state grants to help 
fund the project. 

The Water Department continues to work 
on two significant projects that will ensure 
the availability of clean drinking water for 
residents. First, the installation of a 
filtration system at the pump house off 
Chestnut Plain Road continues to move 
forward. The pilot testing of the filtration 
system yielded positive results and once 
MassDEP issues final approval the 
installation of the system will begin. 
Second, the engineer for the Water 
Department continues to develop design 
plans and cost estimates to connect the 
town-owned water system to the system 
owned by the Whately Water District.   

Two important infrastructure projects are 
currently entering the design and 
engineering phase. This past fiscal year, the 
Town was awarded nearly half a million 
dollars from MassDOT to replace the 
Williamsburg Road bridge. The design 
phase for this project will occur during the 
fall/winter with construction l ikely 
commencing next spring. The design and 
engineering process for the long-awaited 
reconstruction of Haydenville Road has 
begun. A public hearing for this project will 

likely be held in December/January for the 
engineers to receive public input about the 
project. However, the actual reconstruction 
of Haydenville Road will not happen for 
another several years, unless unanticipated 
sources of funding become available.   

These projects represent only a small 
number of projects currently underway. 
Please feel free to stop by my office at 4 
Sandy Lane for a cup of coffee and to chat 
– the door is always open.  

Wildlife Sightings by Marianne Simon 
Donna Wiley spotted a six-foot moose at her 

house at 6:30 AM on August 16;  Nicholas Jones 
then spotted it near his house at 7 AM. Then it 
headed south, but no one else reported seeing it. 

Town Office Contact Information
4 Sandy Lane, 
South Deerfield, MA 01373  
Main 413-665-4400 Fax 413-665-9560  

Town Offices Hours of Operation
Assessors - Tue. 9a – 4p, Wed 9a – 3p 
Library - M, 10a-5p,T, W, 1p – 8p, Sat 10a – 3p  
Selectmen - M,-Th 8a-4p, F 9a-12p 
Town Clerk & Treasurer/Collector– M 8:15am-7pm, 
T-Th 8:15a-4p, F 9a-12p  (665-4400 #3 for appt.) 
Transfer Station - Tues 12–5PM, Sat. 7am–5pm 

Town Directory
Assessors   665-4400 
Board of Health Health Agent  268-8404 
Animal Control    665-8027 
Emergency Mgmt.   665-4400 
Fire Department (routine)  665-8200 
Burning Permits   625-8200 
Highway Department   665-2983 
Police (Dispatch,non-emergency) 625-8200 
Police (Station)    665-0430 
Schools: 
Whately Elementary   665-7826 
Frontier Regional School  665-2118 
Franklin County Technical  863-9561 
Selectboard    665-4400 
S. White Dickinson Library  665-2170 
Collector/Treasurer   665-4400 
Town Clerk     665-4400 
Town Accountant   665-4400 
Water Department   665-4400  

It’s not too late to sign up to get the scoop by email 
(in addition to the mailed copy, not in place of). Send 

your email address to jpfortune@comcast.net.



 

!  

Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

As summer winds its way to fall, 
Lazy days will cease their call. 
Swimming holes will be too chill 
And birds will try to eat their fill 
To ready for their southern flight 
As day turns early into night 
   
Schools will open up their doors 
And kids will run along their floors 

To meet their friends and see what’s new 
And show off all the ways they grew 
While teachers work with all their might 
To see that children get it right 
   
Seasons change, and so do we 
And that’s the way it has to be 
So welcome both the old and new 
And always lean towards what is true 

The Whately Scoop
Costs  for printing this edition of the Scoop were provided by  

the small businesses who ran ads in this issue  -  
Thank you very much!  

I encourage all readers to thank these awesome businesses by patronizing them! 

If you misplace your copy of  The Scoop, do not 
despair!   You can always find it on the resources 
page at www.whatelyhistorical.org. 

The closing date for submissions to the 
December 2017 issue of the Scoop is Nov. 29, 
2017.  

Please email your literary contributions to 
jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline.  Also 
use this email if you want to be on the reminder list 
and get an email from me about 3-4 weeks before 
the deadline, or if you would like email delivery of 
the scoop. 

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  Here’s 
what you can do: 
1) Volunteer to write articles 
2) Volunteer to help prep the scoop for mailing 
3) Volunteer to help on mailing day 
4) Ask your favorite local businesses to place an ad 
5) Make a donation to help us cover costs 

If you are interested in any of those please call or 
email Joyce at 665-6739;  jpfortune@comcast.net.   
Business card sized ads are $100 for 1 year (4 issues) 
and a mention in the box on the front page is $50/
year. Please make checks out to: The Whately Scoop. 

http://www.whatelyhistorical.org
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
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