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! ! Our 13th Year and going strong. Thanks to you!!!
Welcome Yule!
by Monserrat Archbald!!
The 31st annual Welcome Yule Midwinter 

Celebration comes to the Shea Theatre in Turners Falls 
on Dec. 11, 12 and 13. Welcome Yule celebrates the 
return of the light with a festive family show filled with 
music, dance, songs and stories to drive the dark away.  
This year, we join revelers in a seaside village as they 
celebrate the safe return of their fisher folk on the eve of 
the winter solstice. Nautical songs and a sailors’ jig add 
to the revelries as villagers feast and welcome the return 
of the light. Welcome Yule’s signature wassailing songs, 
carols, puppets, stick dancing and mummers play will 
be included, along with the passing of the Yule log, the 
Abbots Bromley Horn Dance and a retelling of the 
myth of Halcyon.  Many of your Whately friends will be 
among the cast: Becca Lipton, Jinny Mason, Alan 
McArdle, Margaret Christie, Larkin Christie, Calla 
Jones, Hattie Archbald, and Montserrat Archbald. 
Come and celebrate with us! 

Welcome Yule:   A Midwinter Celebration will be 
performed at The Shea Theater, 71 Avenue A, Turners 
Falls, Friday and Saturday Dec. 11 and 12 at 7:30 p.m., 
and Sunday, Dec. 13 at 2 p.m.  

Tickets are $12 for adults, $10 for seniors and 
children five through sixteen, age four and under free.  
Families of four or five pay $40.   

Purchase tickets in advance at Jones Library in 
Amherst, Broadside Books in Northampton, World Eye 
Bookshop in Greenfield, or buy them at the door. 

!
For more information visit www.welcomeyule.org or 

email info@welcomeyule.org    
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

WelcomeYule !
The 2016 Annual Whately Family Talent 
Festival by Steve Calderone!!

Save the date – March 19, 2015 – for the 19th AWFTF. 
For eighteen years, this town has supported the 

amazing children and adults who enjoy sharing their 
special skills – song, dance, magic, stories, poems, 
comedy – you name it.  The event has been great every 
year, and 2016 should be just as special. 
The good news: for the 19th year, this event will be 

free, the performances will be great, and (thanks to our 
wonderful sponsors) everybody who attends will still 
have chances to win a door prize. Last year’s AWFTF 
door prize list included 10 sponsors! 
The start of winter is a great time to start thinking 

about what you might want do on stage.  Please 
consider this a reminder to start those creative juices 
flowing.  The event is on Saturday, at 7pm, in the 
Whately Elementary School Gymnasium.  

It’s easy to get on stage: just call and describe your act.  
If you have something in mind, please call Dave 
Robinson, at 665-8452. For 18 years, “Grandpa Dave” 
has invited hundreds of acts onto the stage in our home 
town – from the youngest children to the seasoned 
performers. Everybody who attends, and everybody 
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who performs, has a great time. Don’t be left out. Please 
join in the AWFTF fun.   
The rehearsal is on Friday, March 18th, same place, 

6-8pm. We are unable to allow any acts to perform on 
Saturday if they do not attend on Friday. Thanks for 
understanding.  We hope to see you there.  Thank you 
for your continued support. 

!
A PLAN FOR WHATELY TOWN CENTER!
By Donna Wiley, Whately Historical Comm.!!
The Conway School of Landscape Planning and 

Design will work with Whately residents next spring to 
develop a plan for Town Center that will address 
parking, walkways, lighting, grading and landscape 
maintenance plans.  Their work will focus on the 
National Historic District, which extends from the 
Center School to beyond the Congregational Church.  
A team of faculty members and graduate students will 
produce a detailed plan that is ecologically sustainable, 
cost-sensitive and designed to create a more walkable, 
attractive, and functional town center.  The Conway 
School’s work will anticipate rehabilitation of the Town 
Hall into an accessible community center, as endorsed 
by vote at Town Meeting last spring.  Their work, which 
will involve several public meetings as well as meetings 
with key stakeholders, will be supported entirely by 
funds from the Community Preservation Act.   The 
Conway School team will be on site between April and 
June 2016; further details will be included in the Spring 
2016 issue of The Scoop.    For further information, 
contact Alan McArdle, Chair, Whately Historical 
Commissions, at ahmcardle@gmail.com . 

Transfer Station News  
by Fran Fortino!!
Annual Holiday Reminder – Recycle it! !

Recycle most of your holiday trash free at the 
Whately transfer station! Town recycling and food 
waste composting are open to all residents, even if you 
have a private trash hauler.  Remaining rubbish can be 
disposed of in Whately bags for just $2 per bag at the 
transfer station.  

You can recycle cardboard and paperboard boxes; 
greeting cards and wrapping paper (except those with 
foil, metallic inks, wire, button batteries or glitter); 
catalogues, calendars and clean, dry plastic bags.  Tape 
and paper shopping/gift bags are also OK with any type 
of handle.  We take Christmas trees after the holidays.   

Do not recycle these items- ribbons, bows, and tinsel 
(reuse ‘em), holiday lights, bubble wrap, packing 
peanuts (drop at UPS store) and Styrofoam; foil gift-
wrapping; blister pack, or old photos.  
Thanks Again for Your Support! !
Thank you to the Whately residents who got rid of 

approximately 3.5 full roll-offs plus of bulky items, 
metals, old TV’s and computers, BBQ tanks and tires at 
the October bulky waste day.  Thanks also to town staff 
Doug Scoville and our terrific bulky day volunteers this 
time: Chris Boutwell, Vic Covaleski, Quint Dawson, 
Larry Kutner, Nancy Talanian, Ronnie Williams, & 
Regina Wroblewski.  Next bulky day: mid-May 2016. 

Huge Thank You to all Whately residents for your 
recycling efforts in 2015, and Happy Holidays from the 
Whately Waste Management Committee! 

!
Hillside House 
Bed and Breakfast 

60 Masterson Rd  
Whately, MA 01093 

413-665-5515 
Web address: www.hillsidehousebb.com 

http://www.hillsidehousebb.com
mailto:ahmcardle@gmail.com
http://www.hillsidehousebb.com


!
News from the Whately Church!
by Cynthia Crosson-Harrington!!

We have a wonderful holiday season planned. 
Throughout Advent we will be worshiping 10 am with 
the lighting of the traditional Advent candles. On 
December 20th at 2 pm a group of church members will 
be caroling around town.  Please let us know if there is 
anyone we should visit by calling the church at 
665-3537 or letting a church member know.  

Our special Christmas Eve celebration begins at 6 pm 
with a dinner at the parish hall. A multi-generational 
pageant follows in the sanctuary at 7pm. The children 
eagerly await a visit from Santa after the pageant. Our 
candlelight Christmas Eve service will be at 9 pm.  We 
hope that you will join us!  

 Have a blessed holiday season. !
Historical Society Update!
by Adelia Bardwell!!

With town offices now at Sandy Lane, the Historical 
Society is now the only occupant of the Center School.  
The Select Board and the Society have y agreed that the 
Society will remain in the Center School on an interim 
basis until Town Hall has been restored and we can 
move into an energy-efficient, climate-controlled space 
for our collection.  The Society will pay for utilities at 
the Center School and the town will provide insurance 
on the building, plowing and lawn mowing.  Heating 
costs will be shared. 

The process of restoring Town Hall will start this 
winter with an application for CPA funding for bid-
ready plans.  If the CPC approves the request, the town 
will have an opportunity to approve it at the April town 
meeting.  We urge your support at both CPC and town 
meetings. 

Unfortunately, getting the plans is only the first step 
in the renovation, to be followed by a request for 
construction funding at the April 17 town meeting, 
then bids and construction.  The earliest that we can 
expect to move into Town Hall is sometime in 2018. 

In the meantime, our curators are hopeful that we can 
get a grants to hire an intern to inventory our 
collection, so that we are well prepared for the eventual 
move.  If you have any time to help with cataloguing or 
grant requests, please call me at 665-3837.  We have lists 
of possible grant sources but need help finding the best 
prospects and writing the proposals. 

Our operating costs will also be higher while we’re in 
the Center School, since the building is poorly insulated 
and the heating inefficient.  If you’re not already a 
member, please consider joining.  Annual dues are only 
$10/person, but we’re always happy to accept additional 
contributions.  See whatelyhistorical.org for more 
information.   !
Whately Library News !
by Wendy Peppercorn!!
This has been a wonderful first year for me as the 

director of the library. We also welcomed my  new 
library assistant, Cyndi Lapointe. The Library Trustees 

PURE YOGA & WELLNESS STUDIO  
Offers Yoga, Fitness, Reiki, & Massage	
!

Early Bird Yoga & Nutrition workshops this Fall!	

www.pureyogawellness.com 
info&pureyogawellness.com	


 

Contact Jody Fontaine (413)824-9435

http://www.pureyogawellness.com/
http://pureyogawellness.com
http://www.pureyogawellness.com/
http://pureyogawellness.com


have worked hard DAILY and have accomplished so 
much and work hard every day. Thanks, Bob Duda, Jim 
Ross, Larry Ashman, Quint Dawson, Sheila Powers, 
and Ken Moulton. What a truly dedicated group! 
Thanks to our Friends of the Library Group  for the 
many enrichments they provide. Thanks to Sheila 
Powers, Katie and Jim Ross, Catherine Sluter, Martha 
Goodridge, Melissa Caldwell and a warm welcome to 
our newest member, Georgia Scura. Thank you to our 
volunteers, Larkin , Maryellen Cranston, Judy 
Markland,  and our two new  weekly volunteers, 
Georgia Scura and Charlotte Vannah! 

Did you know we send out a monthly email with all 
of our programs listed? Please send in your email to 
whatelypubliclibrary@gmail.com if you are interested 
in receiving this. 

Online catalog http://bark.cwmars.org  
e B o o k s a n d a u d i o b o o k s h t t p : / /

digitalcatalog.cwmars.org  
For more information visit www.whately.org/library. !
Gingerbread Man Puppet Show and Cookie Day 
Saturday, December 12th at 10:30 am 
Join the Cookie Baker and catch a glimpse of the 
Gingerbread man in his own puppet show along with 
other cookie stories, songs, activities. Decorate your 
own gingerbread man to take home! Sponsored by 
FOTL !
Family Movie- Inside Out  
Monday, December 28th 2:00 pm 
In Disney/Pixar's original movie "Inside Out," they will 
take us to the most extraordinary location of all-inside 
the mind. !
Learn to Play the Ukulele! With Julie Stepanek 
Wednesday, December 30 2:00 pm 
Learn to play in just one lesson!! Ukulele’s provided. 
Ages 8 to adult Please register at 413-554-2170 
Sponsored by FOTL !
Book Discussion- Saturday, January 16th at 11 am 
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Alfred Fry and The Love 
Song of Miss Queeny Hennessey by Rachel Joyce. 
Read both books and join in to a discussion. All 
welcome and copies of the books available the library. 
Refreshments provided by FOTL. !

Movie Tuesday- A Walk in the Woods 
Tuesday, January 19th at 3 and 6 pm 
Based on the book by Bill Bryson starring Robert 
Redford and Nick Nolte. Popcorn provided by FOTL. !
Whately Library presents A Lithuanian Film Series 
and Discussion with Robert Duda  
Saturday, Jan.23 at 11 am-"The Invisible Front " and 
Saturday, Jan.30 at 11 am- "The Other Dream Team” 
Robert Duda is a Whately native who has made nearly 
50 trips to Lithuania on numerous humanitarian 
projects.   He will be available to comment on the films 
or other questions about Lithuania and the projects he 
has done there. 
Lunch and Learn with Cynthia Crosson-Harrington-
Author of From the Eye of the Storm. Wed. Feb. 3rd 1:00 
 Reverend Crosson-Harrington will discuss her reissued 
book about her Experiences of being a child welfare 
worker. !
Town Clerk and Interim Treasurer Collector  
by Lynn Sibley"!

Treasurer/Collector News – On November 17, 2015 
the Selectmen appointed me as the new Treasurer/
Collector for Whately.  I look forward to serving you in 
this capacity as well as your Town Clerk.  My o 
ffice at the Town Office Building, 4 Sandy Lane will be 

open on Monday from 8 a.m. – 7 p.m., Tues – Thurs 8 
a.m. – 4 p.m. and Friday from 9 – Noon.  These hours 
will start December 21, 2015.   !

Drop Box – A drop box has been installed near the 
front entrance of the new Town Office Building at 4 

!
COLLECTIVE HOME CARE 

Providing support to our communities’ 
elders and peace of mind for families  

since 1999.  
Call 397-9933. !

Michael Archbald, RN- Owner 

mailto:whatelypubliclibrary@gmail.com
http://digitalcatalog.cwmars.org
http://www.whately.org/library


Sandy Lane.  You may use this box for all town 
correspondence including tax payments and street list 
forms.   !

Street List – During the last week of December, the  
Annual Street List forms will be sent to all households.  
Please verify the information, sign and date the form 
and return to the Town Clerk’s Office by January 15th.  It 
is important that the town has a correct account of all 
residents because many of our assessments and grants 
are based on population and we must have accurate 
numbers so that we receive or are charged the correct 
amount of money. !

Special Elections – There will be a Special Election 
on Tuesday, December 15, 2015 for the purpose of 
voting on Proposition 2 1/2 debt exclusion for a new 
fire truck.  The polls will be open at the new Town 
Offices, 4 Sandy Lane from 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.   !

Town Meeting & Elections – Annual Town Meeting 
(location to be determined) will be held on April 26, 
2016 and the Annual Town Election will be held on 
June 14, 2016 at the Town Offices.  Nomination papers 

for the Annual Town Election will be available starting 
February 16, 2016.  If you are interested in running for 
office please call the Town Clerk’s office at 665-4400 x3.   

State Elections – There will be multiple State 
elections in 2016.  The first is the Presidential Primary 
on March 1, 2016.  The State Primary will be on 
Thursday, September 8, 2016 and the State Election will 
be held on Tuesday, November 8, 2016. !

Dog Licenses – The Town Clerk’s Office will start 
issuing dog licenses on February 1, 2016.  There will be 
an insert in the Street List envelope explaining the 
requirements to license your dogs.  All dogs must 
receive a rabies vaccine and any dog six months old or 
older must be licensed per state law.   Late fees for not 
licensing your dog will go into effect on June 1, 2016. 

Dog license fees have increased this year for the first 
time since the 1990’s.  Spayed or neutered dogs will be 
$10 and unaltered dogs will be $15.  Late fees as 
required by Massachusetts General Law and the town’s 
bylaws will increase to $50 on June 1, 2016. 
  !

Meeting Schedule for Town Boards "
Assessors- Most Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00PM, Town Hall 
Board of Health-2nd Weds, 5:00PM, Center School 
Conservation Commission-3rd Weds, 7:00PM, Town Hall 
Franklin Tech School Com..2nd Weds, 7:00PM, Tech 
School 
FRS School Committee - 2nd Tue, 7PM FRS  
Historical Commission -3rd Mon, 7PM, 4 Sandy Ln. 
Library Trustees - 2nd Tue, 7PM, Library 
Planning Board - Last Tuesday, 7PM, Town Hall 
Recreation Commission –2nd Mon, 7PM,WES/Herlihy 
Selectmen - 2nd and last Tue, 7PM, 4 Sandy Ln. 
Water Commissioners - 1st Tue, 7PM, 4 Sandy Ln. 
Whately School Committee -1st Monday, 7PM, WES 
Zoning Board of Appeals - 1st Thu, 6:30PM, Town Hall 
Historical Society 1st Thursday, 7PM, Center School 
Note: This schedule is provided for informational 
purposes only. Meetings are also posted on the Whately 
Bulletin Board, Channel #15 for cable viewers in town and 
at the town’s website, www.whately.org. Please check at the 
Town Offices for official notification of meetings and 
hearings. !
Town Offices Hours of Operation	

Assessors - Tue. 9a – 4p, Wed 9a – 3p  
Library - M, 10a-5p,T, W, 1p – 8p, Sat 10a – 3p Selectmen 
- M, W, Th 8a-4p, T 9:30a-6p 
Town Clerk– M 12-7pm, Th 9a-4p, F 9a-12p Treasurer/
Collector M 8a-7p, T-Th 8a-4p, F 9a-12p Transfer Station 
- Tues 12–5PM, Sat. 7am–5pm !

Town Office Contact Information	

4 Sandy Lane, 
South Deerfield, MA 01373  
Main 413-665-4400 Fax 413-665-9560 !
Town Directory"
Assessors   665-4400                           
Board of Health Health Agent  268-8404 
Animal Control    665-8027               
Emergency Mgmt.   665-4400           
Fire Department (routine)  665-8200 
Burning Permits   625-8200 
Highway Department   665-2983 
Police (Dispatch,non-emergency) 625-8200 
Police (Station)   665-0430 
Schools: 
Whately Elementary   665-7826 
Frontier Regional School  665-2118 
Franklin County Technical  863-9561 
Selectboard    665-4400 
S. White Dickinson Library  665-2170 
Collector/Treasurer   665-4400 
Town Clerk     665-4400 
Town Accountant   665-4400 
Water Department  l 665-4400 !

TOWN OFFICES 
NEW PHYSICAL ADDRESS  

AS OF OCT. 28, 2015 IS  
4 SANDY LANE, WHATELY 

  !



!
"

� "
! !
! !
!

Whately Postal Customer"
Whately, Ma. 01093"!!!!!!!! !! !!

The Whately Scoop"
If you misplace your copy of The Scoop, do not despair! You can always 

find it on the resources page at whatelyhistorical.org. 
The closing date for submissions to the MARCH 2016 issue of the Scoop is 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016. Please email your literary contributions to 
jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline. 

If you know any local businesses that you would like to see advertise in the 
Scoop, let them know, and give them this contact information: Joyce Palmer 
Fortune, jpfortune@comcast.net, 665-6739. Individual donations from 
readers are welcome, at the same address. Please make checks out to: The 
Whately Scoop 

!
December's here - it's time to rest 
All creatures find a cozy nest 
Or else a warm and ample cave 
For them, and all the food they've saved. !
Birds are quiet - not a song 
to hear from them all winter long, 

!
Snow is quiet coming down, 
It muffles sound throughout the town. !
So let's keep warm and ease our pace, 
Remember life is not a race, 
Enjoy the winter and the snow, 
Drive with care and keep it slow!
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