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     Our 10  Years and going strong! Thanks to you!

The 2014 Whately Talent Show
Steve Calderone

Save the date – March 22, 2014 – for the 
17th annual Whately Family Talent Festival.

For fourteen years, this wonderful town has 
supported the children and adults who 
wanted to share their special skills – music, 
dance, magic, stories, poems, whatever.  The 
event has been great each year, and 
for the third year in a row, it will 
happen before April First.

The good news:  As always, the 
event is still free, the performances 
are still great, and (thanks to our 
wonderful sponsors) everybody who 
attends still has many chances to 
win a door prize. Lat year’s door prize list 
included 10 sponsors!

The winter break is always a great time to 
start thinking about what you might want do 
on stage.  Please consider this a reminder to 
start those creative juices flowing.

The event is on Saturday, at 7pm, in the 
Whately Elementary School Gymnasium.

The process for getting on stage is quite 
simple:  just call and describe your act.  If 

you have something in mind, please call Dave 
Robinson, at 665-8452.

For 16 years, “Uncle Dave” has invited 
hundreds of acts onto the stage in your home 
town – from the youngest children to the most 
seasoned performers. Every year, the story is 
the same: everybody who attends, and 
everybody who performs, has had a great 
time. Everybody is welcome to join in the fun.  

The obligatory rehearsal is on Friday, March 
21nd, same place, 6-8pm. We are 
unable to allow any acts to perform 
on Saturday if they do not attend on 
Friday. Thank you for understanding
We look forward to seeing you there.  
Thank you for your continued 
support.

WLP Photo Contest Winners
Mary Dingman Abel for WLP

We hope you a l l have enjoyed the 
contributions to the Whately Land Preservation 
Photo Contest. The entries will be displayed in 
t he L i b ra ry f o r a f ew more weeks . 
Congratulations to our winners: Sierra Warren 
("Herlihy's Hidden Shore") in the Junior 
Division and Jacqueline Siller ("Rising"), Nick 
Sarfaty-Jackson ("Misty Sunset"), and Ken 
Sulin ("Backyard Balloons") in the Senior 
Division, 1st place to 3rd place respectively. 

We would like to offer thanks to all who 
participated and to all who helped, Tiffany and 
Betsy at the Library; Judges Greg Cangialosi, 
Victor Covaleski, and Tom Leamon; and A2Z 
Science and Learning Store for their help with 
our prize.
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Whately Land Preservation will have a table 
at the Library for the Handmade Holiday Fair, 
December 8th, 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. Our note 
cards will be available for sale, along with 
information about recent endeavors to help 
preserve Whately's beautiful landscape and 
wildlife habitat.

Solarize Whately!
Whately Energy Committee, Jon Edwards

The Energy Committee is pleased and 
proud to announce that Whately has been 
selected as one of the grant recipients for 
the next round of the highly competitive 
Solarize Massachusetts program.  This 
program enables town residents to benefit 
by purchasing photovoltaic solar electric 
systems at group discounts.  The more who 
sign up and install solar, the bigger the 
discount and cost savings.  

This in addition to already favorable state 
and federal financial incentives, utility net-
metering benefits and the ability for 
homeowners to sell SRECs (solar renewable 
energy credits).  Simply, coming soon to you 
and your home or bus iness i s the 
opportunity to install solar photovoltaic 
technology at a significant cost savings. 

According to the Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center website, The Solarize Mass 
program looks to increase the adoption of 
small-scale solar electricity systems through 
a grassroots educational campaign, driven 
mainly by local volunteers, and a tiered 
pricing structure that increases the savings 
for everyone as more home and business 
owners in a community sign up.  Interested 
residents will have the opportunity to have 
free consultation regarding the viability and 
potential benefits of solar photovoltaics for 
your home or business.  

Whately was successful with the goal of 
becoming a So lar ize Massachusetts 
community through a partnership with our 
neighbors in Williamsburg and Chesterfield.  
The energy committees and selectboards 
from the three towns worked closely 

together over the past few months to create a 
strategy and write a proposal that would 
amplify the huge demand for solar that 
Whately and the other two communities have.  
The Massachusetts CEC saw what we already 
know in Whately.  We are the perfect town for 
res ident ia l and smal l bus iness so lar 
installations.

In the near future, Whately will be working 
with our partner towns and the Mass CEC to 
select a program installer and develop a 
marketing plan and outreach strategy that will 
result in solar dotting the landscape of 
rooftops across town.

Stay tuned!

Whately Historical Society News
By Adelia Bardwell

There is so much happening at the Historical 
Society!  We are overwhelmed by the 
generosity of our donors.  Our collection is 
growing.  We need volunteers or better yet 
new members to help archive the treasures.  
We are at the museum Tuesdays from 9 to 12.  
If you can help evenings call me 665-3837 
and we can arrange a mutual time to meet.  It 
is a great way to appreciate our heritage and 
feel connected to the past as we preserve it.

Mark your calendars for a great program 
March 6 at 7:30 at the Hatfield Congregational 
Church.  We are sharing a speaker, Bill Hosley, 
who will talk and show pictures about the 
Connecticut River.

We have enjoyed many Oral Histories 
sharing childhood memories.  Perhaps you 
would agree to be a speaker.  Call 665-3837 
and it can happen! 

Town Hall Photos Wanted!
Judy Markland

Do you have a photo of an activity that took 
place at Town Hall – perhaps a Halloween 
Party, dance, Grange function, school 
graduation, or Scout meeting?  If so, the 
Historical Society would love to have a copy 
for its upcoming History of Town Hall exhibit.  

Hillside House
Bed and Breakfast

60 Masterson Rd   
Whately, MA 01093

413-665-5515
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Y o u c a n e m a i l a c o p y t o 
info@whatelyhistorical.org, mail it to the 
Society at PO Box 7, Whately, 01093, or 
drop it by the Society museum on Tuesday 
mornings.  If it’s your only copy, we’ll scan it 
and return the original to you.  Make sure 
you include your address so that we can get 
it back to you.  And thanks!

Town Hall Rehabilitation Update
Municipal Building Committee, Jon Edwards

The Munic ipa l Bu i ld ing Commit tee 
continues to work overtime in working with 
Margo Jones Architects and other community 
members to create the best, most cost-
effective design possible.  As you remember, 
the rehabilitation will consolidate town 
offices and provide a fully-accessible 
auditorium.

The town has hired Margo Jones Architects 
to develop and draw the architectural plans 
and supervise the construction, if approved. 
The firm delivered services above and 
beyond expectations during the needs 
assessment phase of the project and the 
Margo Jones team was able to hit the ground 
running earlier this fall.on the creation of our 
final plans.

The Municipal Building Committee in 
November hosted a very successful outreach 
meeting with local construction experts, 
public works employees, town boards and 
other interested groups and individuals to  
discuss cost/benefit tradeoffs  for site 
design, parking, heating and cooling, window 
restoration vs. replacement and other 
technical issues. .   We all learned a lot.

The next step is for the MBC to make final 
decisions on these options so that the Margo 
Jones team can finalize the bid-ready 
documents for public review.  We hope the 
design plans are complete by early February 
and that we can then begin to host a series 
of public hearings and meetings on the 
finished product in mid to late February, 
prior to a vote at town meeting.  We 

encourage you to monitor the town website to 
learn when the next Building Committee 
meetings and public forums will be scheduled.  
You can follow MBC minutes there too.

If you have any questions or comments, 
please do not hesitate to contact Jonathan 
Edwards, Chair of the Municipal Building 
Committee at 413.665.3598.

Can you help keep Whately’s trails open?
by Judy Markland for the snowmobile club 

For years the Snowmobile Club has 
maintained a network of snowmobile trails 
throughout town.  Although they are intended 
for snowmobiles, the trails are also used by 
cross-country skiers, hikers and horseback 
riders throughout the year.  Historically the 
fees from snowmobile passes were adequate 
to fund our material costs, and labor was 
donated.  

Unfortunately, things have changed.  Many 
of the trails now wind through land that is part 
of the Department of Fish and Game Great 
Swamp Wildlife area.  The trails are still open 
to the public and available for recreation use, 
but any construction work must be done to 
state requirements.  We can still donate our 
labor, but there are extensive (and expensive) 
permitting and construction requirements that 
we can’t afford.

We currently need to replace two bridges on 
state land.  The Snowmobile Club has already 
spent almost $4000 on engineering studies 
and wetlands permitting for what is required 
to be a 40’ bridge off Swamp Road on the 
former Edwards property.  We now need 
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a lmost that much for the requ i red 
construction materials.  The second bridge, 
off North Street, is larger and will likely cost 
even more.  

Expenses in this range are way beyond our 
budget.  Donations to help defray the costs 
and keep the trails open would be very much 
appreciated.  If you can help, please send a 
check to the Snowmobile Club, care of Carl 
Brooks, PO Box 14, Whately, 01093.  

Oral History CD’s Available to Order
Judy Markland for the Whately Historical Society

Now that many of the Historical Society’s 
CD’s have been digitized thanks to CPA 
funding, the Society can make duplicate 
copies available to those who would like to 
order them.  The charge is $15 and $25 for 
2-disk histories, which covers duplication 
costs and a small donation to the Society.  
Add $5 for postage and handling if you want 
the CD mailed to you.  Otherwise they can 
be picked up at the Historical Society 
Museum on Tuesday mornings.

The following oral histories are available to 
be duplicated:

•Fred Bardwell (2 disks, 1978)
•Blanche Cooney (1994) 
•James Cooney (1994)
•Isabel Delano (1980)
•Cecil Dickinson (2003)
•Emma Dickinson (c1959) / 
 Olive & Pete Damon (2003)
•Frank Farrick Jr.  (2 disks, c1950)
•Eleanor Kennedy (2003)
•Katherine Sanderson Robbins (c1959)
•William Sanderson (1959)
•William Sanderson / 
 Fred B. Bardwell (1959)
•Sanderson Family (1978)
•Howard Waite / Mike Farrick (1959)
There is also a CD of Dorothy Polhemus 

reading her own Taddy Mouse Tales for $15.
More information is available on the length 

of the recordings and the subjects of the 
interviews at the Historical Society and at 

the library, where the CD’s are also available 
to be checked out.  For more information, 
contact Gail Tilton at 665-2610.

If you wish to order one or more CD’s, 
please mail a check to the Historical Society at 
PO Box 7, Whately, 01093 or drop your 
payment off at the museum on Tuesday 
mornings. Be sure to include your mailing 
address if you want the CD mailed to you.  
Orders for Christmas delivery must be 
received by December 15.

Town Clerk News
By Lynn Sibley

Street List – During the last week of 
December 2013, the 2014 Annual Street List 
forms will be sent to all households.  Please 
verify the information, include all household 
residents including children, sign and date the 
form and return to the Town Clerk’s Office by 
January 17th.  There is a locked black mailbox 
outside the Town Clerk’s office at the Center 
School Building at 218 Chestnut Plain Road for 
your use. Please do not use this box for tax 
payments.    It is important that the town has 
a correct account of all residents because 
many of our assessments and grants are 
based on population 
and we must have 
accurate numbers so 
that we receive or 
a re cha rged the 
correct amount of 
money.

Dog Licenses – 
The Town Clerk’s 
O f f i c e w i l l s t a r t 
issuing dog licenses 
on February 3, 2014.  
There wi l l be an 
insert in the Street 
L i s t e n v e l o p e 
e x p l a i n i n g t h e 
r e qu i r emen t s t o 
license your dogs.  
A l l d o g s m u s t 
rece ive a rab ies 



vaccine and any dog six months old or older 
must be licensed per state law.   See section 
below for online payment availability.  Late 
fees for not licensing your dog will go into 
effect on June 2, 2014.

Elections – The Annual Town Election will 
be held on Tuesday, June 10, 2014.  
Nomination papers for elected positions will 
be available on February 3, 2014.  Visit 
www.whately.org for more information in the 
weeks to come or contact Lynn Sibley, Town 
Clerk at 665-0054.  There will also be a 
State Primary on September 16th and a 
State Election on November 4th.  

Reminder of Online Services Available
By Lynn Sibley

You may pay your real estate taxes online.  
Visit www.whately.org and click on Online 
Payments for further instructions.  

Online Vital Record and Dog License 
Requests -The Town Clerk now has an online 
system that will allow you to purchase dog 
l icenses, birth, marr iage and death 
certificates online.  Much like the present 
system for paying real estate taxes on line, 
the Clerk’s office offers you the opportunity 
to purchase your dog license from the 
comfort of your home.  If the Clerk’s office 
has a valid rabies certificate on record, you 
will be able to pay from your checkbook or 
with a credit card on line.   Just go to 
www.whately.org and click on Online 
Payments.   (A small fee of 25¢ will be 
charged for a bank account payment and 
additional fees will apply to purchases made 
with a credit card).  If you have a new dog 
or need to prov ide updated rab ies 
information you will need to do the 
transaction by mail or in person.  

Birth certificates will be available for those 
people whose parents were living in Whately 
at the time of their birth.  Marriage 
certificates will be obtainable for those 
people who filed their marriage intentions in 
Whately, not necessarily that they lived or 
were married in Whately.  Death certificates 

will be available for any person that died in 
Whately or was living in Whately at the time of 
their death.  If you are unsure of these 
requirements please call the Clerk’s office at 
665-0054.

Reminder of Connect CTY Notification 
System
Lynn Sibley, Emergency Management Director

When the town first purchased the Connect 
CTY system I never realized how much it 
would be used and what a vital service it 
provided to the residents.  Using the system 
for updates on Tropical Storm Irene and for 
the October 29, 2011 snow storm we 
recognized how important cell phone numbers 
are to the system.  Residents who had corded 
phones and Verizon service were able to 
receive calls.  Residents that used Comcast or 
had portable phones lost the service a few 
hours after the power went out.  Cell phone 
service in general was up and running through 
most of the storm.  

I encourage everyone to include their cell 
phone numbers in our Blackboard Connect 
CTY program.  It is very simple to do.  You can 
go to Whately.org, scroll down and click on 
“Sign on to Blackboard Connect CTY”.  It will 
ask you to set up an account.  You may also 
call 665-4400 directly and we will input any 
numbers that you would like into the system.  

I would also like to thank everyone for their 
positive comments regarding this phone 
notification system.  If you haven’t been 
receiving emergency messages or reminders 
regarding Town Meetings or tax due dates, 
please call or go online to Whately.org to get 
signed up.  

CPA Project Application Deadline Coming 
Soon
Judy Markland for the CPC

The Community Preservation Committee 
would like to remind anyone planning to 
submit a request for CPA funding for approval 
at next spring’s town meeting that the 
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deadline for applications is Tuesday, 
December 10.  Projects must be for historic 
preservation, community housing, open 
space or recreation.  The application form 
may be downloaded from the CPC’s page at 
whately.org or picked up at the Selectmen’s 
Office.  The form also includes guidelines for 
submission and an explanation of what types 
of projects are eligible for CPA funding.

Past funding has supported many APR’s, 
digitization of oral histories, historic district 
markers, a cemetery master plan, athletic 
field improvements, and the town hall 
architectural and engineering project now 
underway.  

In November, Whately received a 2013 
match payment of $70,944 from the state 
and was one o f on ly twenty- th ree 
municipalities statewide to get a full 100% 
match of its local revenues.  The match plus 
our local CPA collections will provide roughly 
$140,000 in FY 2014 revenues to support 
project applications.

Transfer Station News
By Fran Fortino (Solid Waste Committee)

Annual Holiday Reminder – Recycle it!
You can recycle most of your holiday trash 

free at the Whately transfer station.  Town 
recycling and food waste composting are 
open to all residents, even if you have a 
private trash hauler.  Any rubbish left over 
can be disposed of in Whately bags for just 
$2 per bag at the transfer station. 

So please recycle your cardboard and 
paperboard boxes; greeting cards and 
wrapping (except those with foil, metallic 
inks, or glitter); catalogues, calendars and 
clean, dry plastic bags.  We take Christmas 
trees after the holidays.  Do not recycle 
these items- ribbons, bows, and tinsel 
(reuse ‘em), packing peanuts (drop at 
UPS store); foil gift-wrapping; 
plastic packing peanuts and 
Styrofoam; blister packaging or 
old photos.  

Thank you to the Whately 
residents and those from 
nearby towns who got rid of 
approximately 11 tons of 
bulky items, metals, old TV’s 
and computers, BBQ tanks and 
tires at the fall bulky waste day.  
Thanks also to town staff Tyler 
Mankowsky and our awesome 
bulky day volunteers: Montserrat 
Archbald, Chris Boutwell, Vic 

Covaleski, Quint Dawson, Dana Robinson, 
Ronnie Williams & Regina Wroblewski.  Next 
bulky day: mid-May 2014.

Thank you all for your recycling efforts in 
2013 and Happy Holidays.

Whately Library Fall Events 
by Tiffany Hilton

Handmade Holiday Fair - Dec 8, Sunday 
11am-3pm (Kids Craft 1-2pm)

Join us for the 4th annual Handmade Holiday 
Fair at the Whately Library – your one stop 
shop for buying local and handmade. Drop-in 
crafts for kids during the fair with Marion 
Abrams from 1-2pm.  Enter raffles for many 
prizes including a handmade afghan. Please 
come and support our vendors: Ewan 
Mikolajczuk, honey and beeswax candles; 
Melanie Chorak, Potash Hill Farm, goat milk 
products and soap; Whately Land Trust, note 
cards; Paul Fleuriel, hand carved wooden toys; 
Chamutka Farm, hol iday wreaths and 
decorations; South Deerfield’s Stockbridge 
Herb Farm, vinegars and herb products; Riina 
Viise, wood burning; Marilee Kloc, handbags; 
Wendy & Keith Bardwell, maple syrup and 
candy; Darcy Tozier, felted sculpture; Sheila 
Powers, baked goods; Katie Cavacco, Free 
Ramblin’ felt toys, Greg Cangialosi, artwork; 
Karen Kirkendall, hand sewn purses and bags; 

and Tiffany Hilton, pottery. 
Movie Times – Mondays  Free popcorn. 

Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library. - Dec 23, Family Holiday 
Movie Marathon TBA, PG, 3-8 
pm 
Kids Crafternoon  Drop-In 
during School Vacation with art 
teacher, Mar ion Abrams. 
Sponsored by the Whately 
Cultural Council. Dec 30, Mon 
2-4pm – New Year ’s Eve 

crowns and hats!
Craft Table  New projects each 

month in the children’s room.
Gentle Yoga  Wednesdays 6pm, 

please contact Alexandra Mello www.signaturesounds.com
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413-210-4346.
Dr. Seuss Birthday Bonanza – Feb 18, 2014
Save the date during school vacation for a 

spectacular celebration with local authors 
reading Dr. Seuss books for a special story 
time, visiting cartoon artist drawing your 
favorite characters, drawing workshop for 
teens and tweens, craft projects and more!  
Sponsored by the Friends of the Whately 
L i b ra r y and Coo rd i na t ed Fam i l y & 
Community Program.

Library Page – We are looking for a 
responsible student volunteer to shelve 
books in the children’s room one hour a 
week.  Please contact Tiffany 413-665-2170.

Wish List- The library needs a newer 
vacuum cleaner and laptop computer.  If you 
are upgrading your own, please consider 
donating these items to the library. 

THANK YOU to our Volunteers  Bryanne 
McDonough, Barbara Banik, Judy Markland, 
Kathy Layer, Maryellen Cranston, Susan 
Boone, Katie and Jim Ross, Sheila Powers, 
Linda Theriault, Martha Goodridge, and the 
Library Trustees for all your time and effort.   
Thanks to Jim Olsen for donating each new 
Signature Sounds CD to our music collection, 
and thanks to LaSalle’s and Chamutka Farm 
for year-round flowers and seasonal 

The Whately Scoop -The deadline for 
submission to the Mar. 2014 issue of the Scoop is 
Feb. 28, 2014.  Please email your literary 
contributions to jpfortune@comcast.net.

If you know of any local businesses that you 
would like to see advertising in the scoop, LET 

decorations.
Library Holiday Hours:  Closing early Dec 24 

& 31 at 5pm / Closed Dec 25 & Jan 1

Wildlife Sightings
Marianne Simon

The West Brook valley was the chosen locale 
of a hungry toggle of turkeys (I made that title 
up) - perhaps 30 of them - for several weeks at 
least. They pecked in the leaves and dirt on one 
side of the river, then took a short flight on to 
the other side, and wandered on. Our neighbors 
on Westbrook Road discovered them pecking 
away in their yard on several occasions. Once 
they even saw them pecking in the street! I 
wonder what delicacies they found there!!

One evening just after dark, I happened to 
look up in the trees in the back of our yard, 
and there they were, perched way up high, 
readying for sleep. Our neighbors said the 
turkeys didn't seem to be worried about the 
proximity of their human admirers; rather, 
they boldly staked their claim to the entire 
a r ea a r ound t he b r ook , c omp l e t e l y 
unconcerned about such important issues as 
property rights.

I wonder where they go when it gets cold! If 
you see them, let me know.

THEM KNOW!, and give them the following 
contact information:  Joyce Palmer Fortune, 
jpfortune@comcast.net, 665-6739.

Individual donations from readers are welcome, 
same address, checks can be made to: “The Whately 
Scoop”.
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Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

December’s here - it’s time to rest
All creatures find a cozy nest
Or else a warm and ample cave
For them and all the food they’ve saved.

Birds are quiet - not a song
to hear from them all winter long,
Snow is quiet coming down,
It muffles sound throughout the town.

So let’s keep warm and ease our pace,
Remember life is not a race,
Enjoy the winter and the snow, 
Drive with care and keep it slow!

TOWN DIRECTORY
Department! Office! Phone
Assessors  Town Hall 665-3470
Board of Health Health Agent 268-8404
Animal Control   665-8027
Emergency Mgmt Center School 665-4400
FAX for Center School  665-9560
FAX for Town Hall  665-5064
Fire Department  665-2230
Burning Permits   625-8200
Highway Department  665-2983
Inspection Services:
Building Courthouse 772-2026x123
Plumbing & Gas  Courthouse 772-2026x125
Wiring  Courthouse 772-2026x126
Police (non-emergency) 625-8200
Schools:
Whately Elementary  665-7826
Frontier Regional School 665-2118
Franklin County Technical 863-9561
Selectmen/Center School 665-4400
S. White Dickinson Library 665-2170
Town Collector/Treasurer Town Hall 665-2595
Town Clerk Center School 665-0054
Town Accountant Town Hall 665-2595
Water Department Center School 665-3080

If you misplace your copy of the Scoop - 
do not despair!  You can always find it on 
t h e W h a t e l y L i b r a r y ’ s w e b s i t e 
(www.whately.org/library)

Assessors - Tue 9a – 8p. Wed. 9a – 4p
Library - Mon Tue Wed 1p. – 8p; Sat 10a – 3:00p
Selectmen - Mon Tue 9-6– Wed Fri  9a – 4:00p
Town Clerk – Mon noon-7:00p; Tue-Fri 9:00a -4:00p
Treasurer/Town Collector -Tue Thu 8:45a–2:45p Mon.3–7p
Transfer Station - Tue., Noon–5p; Sat. 7a–5p

MEETING SCHEDULE FOR TOWN BOARDS
Assessors- Most Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00p, Town Hall
Board of Health-2nd Tues, 7:00p, Center School
Conservation Commission-3rd Weds, 7:00p, Town Hall
Council on Aging - 2nd Tue, 4:00p Library
Franklin Tech School Com..2nd Weds, 7:00p, Tech School
FRS School Committee - 2nd Tues, 7:00p FRS 
Historical Commission -3rd Monday, 7:00p, Town Hall
Library Trustees - 2nd Tueday, 7:00p, Library
Planning Board - Last Tuesday, 7:00p, Town Hall
Recreation Commission –2nd Mon, 7:00p,WES/Herlihy
Selectmen - 2nd and last Tues, 7:00p, Center School
Water Commissioners - 1st Tues, 7:00p, Center School 
Whately School Committee -1st Monday, 7:00p WES
Zoning Board of Appeals - 1st Thurs, 6:30p, Town Hall
Historical Society 1st Thursday, 7:00p, Center School

Note:  This schedule is provided for informational purposes 
only.  Meetings are also posted on the Whately Bulletin 
Board, Channel #15 for cable viewers in town and at the 
town’s website, www.whately.org.  Please check at the Town 
Offices for official notification of meetings and hearings. 
Printing cost provided by generous readers 

and local businesses.  
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