
Whately Historical Society

Fall Festival
Sunday, Sept. 25   10am - 2pm

Center School

Music by the MilkBottle

Fun & games for all ages with the
GCC Outdoor Leadership Program

Traditional Crafts & Food Products
Mums & Harvest Products
Open House at the Museum

Baked goodies, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, beverages &

FREE ice cream from our Milk Bottle



SCOOPSCOOP
Our 14th Year and going strong. Thanks to you!

Brian Domina, New Town Aministrator 
by Kay Klippel 

On July 1, The Town of Whately welcomed new 
town administrator Brian Domina to its Sandy Lane 
offices. Brian comes to Whately from the Berkshire 
Regional Planning Commission in Pittsfield where 
he spent seven years as a senior planner. (This 
agency is equivalent to our own Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments.)  

His particular interests are economic 
development and land use planning. He holds a 
law degree from Pace University School of Law and 
has passed the Massachusetts bar exam. His 
undergraduate degree is from Northeastern 
University in Boston. 

After law school, Brian moved back to the area 
to raise a family, first to Huntington and then to 
Southampton where Brian grew up. 

Brian looks forward to meeting town residents 
and learning more about the various issues our 
Town faces. He welcomes visitors to his office 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00am to 4:00pm and Friday 
8:00 AM to 12:00 noon.  

Historical Society Exhibit & MORE! 
by Dee Bardwell 

The museum featuring our 1971 bicentennial 
will be open.  Recent acquisitions have been added 
to the display.  The theme for next year will focus 

on our historic buildings.  We are seeking pictures 
of houses that may no longer be standing.  Dig into 
your albums-share any pictures you can find.  We 
hope to capture photos of Whately's past. 

Also, save the date, October 15, for a planned 
House Tour. 

We have several interesting speakers lined up 
for continuing our Oral History Series.  Watch for 
information as the dates draw near. 

 

Cultural Council Grant-Funding Going 
Online by Larry Kuttner

Each year, the Whately Cultural Council awards 
grants to local organizations to help fund cultural 
and educational programs that enrich the lives of 
Whately residents.  New this year-- grant 
applications need to be submitted online through 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council website at 
www.mass-culture.org/Whately. 

There will be an orientation session for the new 
online application process at the Whately Library 
on Wednesday, September 21st beginning at 6:30.  
Paper application forms will no longer be 
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Donations from Pro Pel Plastech, Long Plain 
Road help cover the cost of printing & mailing  

The Scoop… 
Please see the ads from our many, long-time and 

new sponsors who make this newsletter 
possible.  

Thank you all!  

September dates: 
BBQ at Whately Church - Sept 5, noon-2pm 

Town Center study results, Sept 20, 7pm  
Cultural Council online app. tutorial Sept 21, 7pm 
Fall Festival & Book sale/tag sale, Sept 25, 10-2pm  

More details inside! 
More events Inside!

http://www.mass-culture.org/Whately


accepted.  Local institutions and individuals may 
apply for a grant online beginning September 1st.  

The Council supports programs sponsored by 
local institutions and organizations, and 
community events, with priority given to programs 
that benefit children or seniors. To seek funding for 
a local artistic, musical, or other educational or 
cultural activity, please submit an application by 
October 15th.  All programs must have sponsorship 
from a local institution or organization, and have a 
letter of support from the supporting organization. 

Funds are allocated and awarded annually 
through the Massachusetts Cultural Council's Local 
Cultural Council Program.  Last year, the Whately 
Cultural Council awarded over $4700 to help fund 
22 local projects.  The Whately Cultural Council 
meets toward the end of each year to award funds.  

If you would like help determine how funds are 
allocated, please consider volunteering to join the 
board.  We are also seeking to fill the position of 
Treasurer.  If you are interested, please contact 
Maryellen Cranston at the Whately town office.  

Please note that the Cultural Council mailing 
address has changed.  Please send all 
reimbursement requests to the town office at 4 
Sandy Lane, not our former PO Box address which 
has been discontinued. 

The Talent Festival Finale
by Elizabeth Calderone  

After almost 2 decades, Dave Robinson and 
Steve Calderone are retiring from producing the 
Whately Family Talent Festival.  

Together, they have provided a community-
recital environment that benefits students of all 
ages, provides them performance opportunities, 
enables public speaking experiences, and boosts 
their self esteem. Over the years, they have 
admired the amazing evolution of many, as the 
students' presentation skills significantly improved. 

As young performer myself, I saw first hand how 
hard they both worked to make each act special. 

Individually, Dave and Steve each have over 40 
years of professional performance experience. The 
students of Whately have been very lucky to have 
these two dedicated musicians to help guide them 
in their performances. As volunteers, Dave and 
Steve worked every year to make the show better 
than the year before. For example, they added 
stage lights, better sound, and door prizes to the 
show. In rehearsals, they took time with every act - 
even sitting on stage when some of the younger 
performers practiced, or talking to them afterwards 
to show them that there was no need to have stage 
fright. 

To the many student talent show performers 
over the past 19 years, which includes over 200 
acts, they both salute you and are proud of all your 
efforts. By willingly selecting their  own acts to 
rehearse and present, all performers have grown in 
confidence and maturity. To the many parents, they 
thank you for supporting these talented children. 
To the WES staff, they thank you for all your talent 
show support over the years. To the many local 
sponsors, they thank you for offering door prizes 
year after year for the audience. To the entire 
Whately community, they thank you for 
encouraging these talented performers. And to 
Dave Robinson and Steve Calderone, we all thank 
you both very much for your many years of 
dedication to the Whately community. 



WHATELY TOWN CENTER STUDY
By Donna Wiley 

The graduate student team from the Conway 
School of Landscape Design completed their study 
of the Town Center Historic District in July 2016, 
having received considerable input from Town 
residents and employees during two lively open 
meetings and many individual meetings and 
conversations in May and June.   The report 
includes a detailed analysis of existing conditions 
in the District, including storm water runoff, and 
recommendations for plantings, sidewalks, traffic 
calming, parking, and lighting. 

Please join an open meeting to review the 
Conway School’s recommendations and the 
comments of the Conway School project 
committee, to be held on Tuesday, September 20, 
7:00 p.m., in Town Hall.    We look forward to 
hearing your thoughts! 

PLANNING UNDERWAY FOR TOWN HALL
By Donna Wiley 

The Whately Historical Commission and 
Municipal Building Committee have been working 
together since November 2015 to develop and 
guide work necessary for the use of our historic 
Town Hall as a Town Hall will provide much-needed 
space for performances, exhibitions and meetings 
of civic and cultural organizations around town, 

while preserving a critical component of Town 
Center, which is a National Historic District.  

At Town Meeting in April 2016, Town residents 
approved the use of Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) funds, supplemented by private funds raised 
by the Friends of Town Hall, to engage an architect 
to prepare bid-ready documents for the Town Hall 
project.    A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) was 
issued in July.  Ten firms from across New England 
attended a site visit to learn about the project, and 
four submitted proposals for review.    The 
Municipal Building Committee and Historical 
Commission have made their recommendation to 
the Select Board, and negotiations are underway.    

PURE YOGA & WELLNESS STUDIO  
10c Elm St, South Deerfield, MA 

Yoga, Reiki, Massage  
Core Fitness  

“Hike & Yoga" resumes on Mt. Sugarloaf & offering 
 Spring Specials  at the studio 

www.pureyogawellness.com 
Contact Jody 413-824-9435 

Hillside House 
Bed and Breakfast 

60 Masterson Rd  
Whately, MA 01093 

413-665-5515 
Web address: www.hillsidehousebb.com 

http://www.pureyogawellness.com/
http://www.pureyogawellness.com/
http://www.hillsidehousebb.com
http://www.hillsidehousebb.com


The architects will be held to a tight time-frame, 
with the documents to be completed by the end of 
October 2016.   

Detailed bid-ready documents will enable the 
Town to apply to public and private sources with a 
particular interest in areas including historic 
preservation, energy efficiency, accessibility, and 
collection preservation.  Some requests for funding 
are likely to be submitted by the Historical Society, 
particularly to funding sources that will only 
support independent 501(c)3 organizations.  The 
Town will also apply to the Community 
Preservation Committee, which has already 
indicated preliminary support for the project.   

The Historical Commission and Municipal 
Building Committee are working hard to balance 
the restoration, energy efficiency and space 
requirements of a newly conceived Town Hall with 
the need to contain initial and operating costs, as 
well as investigating the ways in which other small 
municipalities have managed public facilities for 
multiple uses. 

For further information, please contact Brian 
Domina, Town Administrator, at (413) 665-4400 ext. 
1 or townadmin@whately.org;  Alan McArdle, Chair, 
Historical Commission; Fred Orloski, Chair, 
Municipal Building Committee; or any of the other 
members of the two committees (Virginia Allis, 
Adelia Bardwell, Susan Baron, Anita Husted, Dan 
Kennedy, Judy Markland, Ed 
Sklepowicz, Donna Wiley, and John 
Wroblewski). 

Transfer Station News - by Fran 
Fortino
Next Hazardous Waste 
Collection

The annual household 
hazardous waste collection is 
Saturday, October 1, at GCC Main 
Campus and the Orange Transfer 

Station.  This is a once a year opportunity for 
Franklin Co. residents to safely dispose of 
hazardous items like leftover oil-based paints, 
stains, thinners, household cleaners, pesticides, 
pool chemicals, motor oil, antifreeze, fluorescent 
lamps, automobile batteries, and other household 
chemicals.   

To participate, residents must pre-register by 
September 26th, either online or by phone: 
772-2438.  For a complete list of acceptable items 
and to register, see the website: 
franklincountywastedistrict.org/
hazardouswaste.html 

If you're not able to attend the hazardous waste 
collection above, there is a year-round HHW 
disposal facility at NEDT in Westfield, MA.  This 
facility accepts a wider range of wastes.  NEDT is 
open Mon., Wed., and Sat., 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  For 
pricing, directions, and other info, visit 
www.nedt.org. 

Next Bulky Waste Collection 
Our next bulky waste collection will 
be Saturday, October 22, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the transfer station.  Whately 
residents can get rid of bulky items, 
including, old rugs, furniture, 
mowers, metals, TV’s, computers, 
sinks and toilets, BBQ tanks, tires 
and more.  Fees charged for most 
items to cover cost.  
If you would like to volunteer for the 
Oct. 22 bulky day, please contact 

Fran Fortino at 665-4561. 
Wanted: nonprofit to take deposit bottles & cans 

Transfer Station staff separate deposit soda and 
beer containers so they can be a source of cash for 
local nonprofit organizations.  We are seeking a 
non-profit group interested in redeeming these 
containers to make a little money for their cause.  If 
you know of any interested organizations, please 
call 665-4561. 

mailto:townadmin@whately.org
http://www.nedt.org


In the meantime, you can help the TS staff 
separate deposit containers by: 

• Completely emptying and rinsing all 
redeemable bottles & cans - sticky containers 
attract ants, flies, and smells 

• Putting aluminum, plastic and glass deposit 
containers into the designated bin.  Please remove 
them from any bags.   

• Do Not dump badly dented redeemable 
cans, or bottles with labels removed - redemption 
machines can’t read the UPC code.  These go into 
the recycling roll-off instead.  Thanks! 

From the Friends of the Whately Library
By Georgia Scura and Melissa Caldwell 

Thanks to all of you who attended the summer 
concert series and supported the Friends through 
your generous donations.  The music was great, 
and the setting on the library lawn was beautiful.  
Plus it was a good opportunity to visit with friends 
and family. 

On Sunday, September 25th from 10:00 am 
– 3:00 pm, we will be hosting our annual book 
sale.  This is our largest fund raiser of the year! 
We are still collecting gently used books and 
CDs/DVDs for the sale.  If you have items you'd 
like to donate, please contact Wendy 
Peppercorn at the library in advance.  Please 
note that we do not accept textbooks or back 
issues of magazines, and we reserve the right to 
discard materials that we do not think are 
appropriate for the sale. 

 This year, we will also be hosting a tag sale in 
conjunction with the book sale.   The event will be 
on the front lawn of the library, and you can 
reserve a table for just $15.   Payment can be made 
at the day of the sale.  Whately residents as well as 
residents of area towns are invited to participate.  
Please bring your own blanket, table, or tent to 
display your wares.  This is an excellent opportunity 
to clean out your closets and make some extra 

money.  Both the book sale and tag sale are rain or 
shine! 

Looking ahead to the holidays, the Friends will 
be holding their second annual tree lighting.  Last 
year's event was a big success, with about 100 
Whately residents attending.  We hope you can join 
us again this year.  We will also be holding the 
handmade holiday craft fair; stay tuned for more 
details. 

As always, we need and sincerely appreciate 
your support.   The Friends always need volunteers 
to help out at the various events we hold 
throughout the year.  Please contact Wendy 
Peppercorn at the library if you are able to donate 
your time.  Financial contributions can be made by 
cash or check (payable to Friends of the Whately 
Library).   You can bring your tax-deductible 
donation to the library or mail it to the Friends of 
the Whately Library, PO Box 187, Whately MA  
01093. 

From the Whately Library
by Wendy Peppercorn, Library 
Director 
The Whately Library now has air 
conditioning, if you need to cool off. 
And, we now have a full size Movie 
Screen and new blackout curtains! 
Upcoming programs: 
 Tues-Aug. 30 : 3:30-4:30 pm-Visit & 
READ to Peanut the Dog -Designed 

to help all age readers. 
 Sat-Sept. 10 : 11:00 am-Whately Book Group– 

Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic 
Quest for Gold at the 1936 Olympics by Daniel 
James Brown. Refreshments sponsored by the 
Friends of W.L. 

 Mon-Sept. 19 : 11:00 am-Whately Knitting 
Circle-Beginners to Experts, all welcomed.  
Beginners: Just bring a pair of size 7 or 8 knitting 



needles and 2 skeins of worsted weight yarn: 
makes a simple scarf 

 Tues-Sept. 20 : 6:30-Larry Kuttner, Chairman, 
Whately Cultural Council presents Power point 
presentation for organizations to learn new 
online procedures to receive Cultural Grants from 
the MA Cultural Council 

Sun-Sept. 25th : 10-3 pm-Whately Library 
Annual Book and Tag Sale. (See Friends Article) 

Tues-Sept 27th :  3 and 6 pm MOVIE-My Big Fat 
Greek Wedding 2- Popcorn by the Friends of the 
Library 

Sat-Oct 1st : 10:30 am- Visit & READ to Peanut 
the Dog 

Wed-Oct 5th : 6:00 pm-Birds of Prey: Tom 
Ricardi, MA Birds of Prey Rehab. in W. MA offers 
close encounters & discussion with live birds.  
Sponsored by the Whately Cultural Council. 

Sat-Oct 15th : 11:00 am-Whately Library Book 
Group-– And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled 
Hosseini. Refreshments sponsored by the Friends 
of the W.L. 

Tues-Oct. 18th : 3 and 6 pm MOVIE-To Be 
Announced- Popcorn sponsored by the Friends of 
W.L. 

Wed-Oct26th : 6:30-Family Halloween Movie 
night –The Classic{ “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown.” Decorate your own “great” pumpkin too! 

News from the Town Clerk
by Lynn Sibley 

As we approach this very busy election season I 
would like to remind you of the State Primary on 
Thursday, September 8th  and the General Election 
on Tuesday, November 8th.  Both elections will be 
held from 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. at the Whately Town 
Offices, 4 Sandy Lane.  The deadline to register for 
the September 8th election has passed but the 
deadline to register for the November election is 
October 19th.   The Town Clerk’s office will be open 
on Oct. 19th from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. and 7 – 8 p.m.  If 

you have already registered in Whately, there is no 
need to register again unless you have moved 
within Whately.   

Early Voting – At the November 8th election, 
you will be able to vote early if you so choose.  
Early voting will be held during the regular Town 
Clerk hours of Monday 8 a.m. – 7 p.m., Tuesday 
through Thursday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Friday from 8 
a.m. – Noon at the Whately Town Offices, 4 Sandy 
Lane.  Early voting will start on October 24th and 
end at Noon on Friday, November 4th.   Early 
voting is not available for the September 8th 
Primary.   

I would like to remind those voters that have 
not sent back their census form that was sent in 
January  and again in late February or their 
confirmation mailing that was sent in May, you 
have been placed on an inactive voter list.  In order 
to vote, you will need to bring ID showing your 
Whately address and complete an Affirmation of 
Current and Continuous Residence form.  This ID 
can consist of a driver’s license, current photo id, 
current utility bill, bank statement, government 
check, paycheck or other document showing the 
voters name and address as they are registered to 
vote.   In order to avoid delay at the election, send 
back any of the above forms or call the Clerk’s 
office for further instruction at 665-4400. 



Tax Payment 
Schedule
By Lynn Sibley

This is a reminder 
that taxes are 
due quarterly on 
August 1, 
November 1, 
February 1 and 
May 1.  Tax bills 
were mailed the 
end of June and 
included an 
August 1 and 

November 1 stub.  
There will be no additional mailing for the 
November payment.  August and November’s 
payments are based on last year’s property values.  
February and May will have adjusted values and are 
considered “actual” bills.  Any abatement requests 
must be made by February 1st to be considered by 

the Assessors.  Taxes can be paid by mail, placed in 
our secure drop box in the front of the 
handicapped parking spaces at 4 Sandy Lane, or 
online (see the town’s website www.whately.org)   

End of the Watermelon Wednesday Concert Season 
is upon us!  3 concerts in September  

tickets available at:  

http://www.watermelonwednesdays.com/ 

The Revelers -  Wednesday, August 31 
Klezperanto - Wednesday, September 21 
Jay Ungar and Molly Mason- Weds, September 28 

Meeting Schedule for Town Boards 
Assessors- Most Tuesdays, 7:00-9:00PM, Town Hall 
Board of Health-2nd Weds, 5:00PM, Center School 
Conservation Commission-3rd Weds, 7:00PM, Town Hall 
Franklin Tech School Com..2nd Weds, 7:00PM, Tech 
School 
FRS School Committee - 2nd Tue, 7PM FRS  
Historical Commission -3rd Mon, 7PM, 4 Sandy Ln. 
Library Trustees - 2nd Tue, 7PM, Library 
Planning Board - 3rd Tuesday, 7PM, Town Hall 
Recreation Commission –2nd Mon, 7PM,WES/Herlihy 
Selectmen - 2nd and last Tue, 7PM, 4 Sandy Ln. 
Water Commissioners - 1st Tue, 7PM, 4 Sandy Ln. 
Whately School Committee -1st Monday, 7PM, WES 
Zoning Board of Appeals - 1st Thu, 6:30PM, Town Hall 
Historical Society 1st Thursday, 7PM, Center School 
Note: This schedule is provided for informational 
purposes only. Meetings are also posted on the Whately 
Bulletin Board, Channel #15 for cable viewers in town 
and at the town’s website, www.whately.org. Please 
check at the Town Offices for official notification of 
meetings and hearings. 

Town Offices Hours of Operation
Assessors - Tue. 9a – 4p, Wed 9a – 3p  
Library - M, 10a-5p,T, W, 1p – 8p, Sat 10a – 3p Selectmen 
- M, W, Th 8a-4p, T 9:30a-6p 
Town Clerk– M 12-7pm, Th 9a-4p, F 9a-12p Treasurer/
Collector M 8a-7p, T-Th 8a-4p, F 9a-12p Transfer Station 
- Tues 12–5PM, Sat. 7am–5pm 

Town Office Contact Information
4 Sandy Lane, 
South Deerfield, MA 01373  
Main 413-665-4400 Fax 413-665-9560 

Town Directory
Assessors   665-4400 
Board of Health Health Agent  268-8404 
Animal Control    665-8027 
Emergency Mgmt.   665-4400 
Fire Department (routine)  665-8200 
Burning Permits   625-8200 
Highway Department   665-2983 
Police (Dispatch,non-emergency) 625-8200 
Police (Station)   665-0430 
Schools: 
Whately Elementary   665-7826 
Frontier Regional School  665-2118 
Franklin County Technical  863-9561 
Selectboard    665-4400 
S. White Dickinson Library  665-2170 
Collector/Treasurer   665-4400 
Town Clerk     665-4400 
Town Accountant   665-4400 
Water Department  l 665-4400 

Town Offices mailing address is  
4 Sandy Lane, S. Deerfield, MA 01373  

http://www.whately.org


 

!  

Whately Postal Customer
Whately, Ma. 01093

Costs for this edition of the Scoop was provided by the small businesses  
who ran ads in this issue  - Thank you very much!  - I encourage all our readers  

to express their thanks by patronizing these awesome businesses! 

Like the Scoop?  Want to see it continue?  
Here’s what you can do:

1) Volunteer to write articles
2) Volunteer to help fold and prep the scoop 

for mailing
3) Ask your favorite local businesses to 

place an ad
4) Make a donation to help us cover costs.

If you are interested in any of those 
please call or email Joyce at 665-6739;  
jpfortune@comcast.net.   Business card 
sized ads are $100 for 1 year (4 issues) 
and a mention in the box on the front 
page is $50/year.

The Whately Scoop

If you misplace your copy of The Scoop, do not despair! You can always find it on the resources page at 
www.whatelyhistorical.org. 

The closing date for submissions to the December, 2016 issue of the Scoop is Nov 28, 2016. Please email 
your literary contributions to jpfortune@comcast.net before that deadline. 

If you know any local businesses that you would like to see advertise in the Scoop, let them know, and 
give them this contact information: Joyce Palmer Fortune, jpfortune@comcast.net, 665-6739. Individual 
donations from readers are welcome, at the same address. Please make checks out to: The Whately Scoop

mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
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