


Scripture Reading: 

Revelation 7



Last Week:

The Hidden Gem of the Gospels

“having the glory of  God, its radiance like a 

most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.”



“Wherever we see the Word of  God purely preached 

and heard, there a church of  God exists, even if  it 

swarms with many faults.”

- John Calvin 



The perfect church service, would be one we were 

almost unaware of. Our attention would have 

been on God.

– C.S. Lewis



God’s attentiveness to the church,

the rare jewel 



So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 

you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of  

God's household, having been built on the 

foundation of  the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

Himself  being the corner stone, in whom the whole 

building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy 

temple in the Lord 

in whom you also are being built together into a 

dwelling of  God in the Spirit.

Ephesians 2



Matthew 16:18 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 

build my church, and the gates of  hell shall not 

prevail against it.



Acts 8:3

But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering 

house after house, he dragged off  men and 

women and committed them to prison.



Acts 9:31 

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee 

and Samaria had peace and was being built up. 

And walking in the fear of  the Lord 

and in the comfort of  the Holy Spirit, 

it multiplied.



Acts 15:41

And he went through Syria and Cilicia, 

strengthening the churches.



1 Corinthians 1:2 

To the church of  God that is in Corinth, to those 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 

together with all those who in every place call 

upon the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ, both 

their Lord and ours:



1 Corinthians 4:17 

That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and 

faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of  my 

ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in 

every church.



God’s attentiveness to the church,

the rare jewel 



The Reformed Doctrine of 
the Perseverance of the Saints

The Perseverance of the Church
Predicted & Promised

in The Book of Revelation



Apocalyptic Literature

- it is symbolic and typological, 

yet includes historical data as well

- numerology



Who is represented by the numbers 

144,000 and 12,000

Are these literal or 

symbolically representative numbers?



The apocalypse held back (v.1-3)

> Focus is not the western world mindset of  time 

(chronological) but the reality of  the 

seismic judgment of  God. 

Recapitulation more than Chronological 

Closest OT parallel is Zechariah 6 … 

the winds/horsemen.



The servants who are “sealed” (v.3, 4)
> The concept of  “sealing” -- The seal is a 

label of  identification {J. Spry}.

> Concepts such a Bond-servant, branding, 

circumcision, baptism

> Those who are marked out as belonging to 

God.

> The servants, the 144,000, the sealed are all 

the same people, the multitude.   

Recapitulation!



The message of  Revelation is that Christians of  all 

generations will face persecution, will go through 

persecution, and will be delivered through the 

persecution, not from it.

➢ Have you been sealed?  

➢ (Romans 2:28-29)  (Ephesians 1:13,14).



Ephesians 1:13 

In Him you also, when you heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in him, were 

sealed with the promised Holy Spirit …



The great multitude: Revelation 7:9

“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude 

that no one could number, from every nation, from all 

tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 

the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 

robes, with palm branches in their hands …”

The Promise to Abraham being fulfilled



22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of  

the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 

innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the 

assembly of  the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, 

and to God, the judge of  all, and to the spirits of  the 

righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of  

a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 

better word than the blood of  Abel.

The kingdom that cannot be shaken

Hebrews 12:18-29



25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. 

For if  they did not escape when they refused him 

who warned them on earth, much less will we 

escape if  we reject him who warns from heaven. 

26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now 

he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not 

only the earth but also the heavens.” 

The kingdom that cannot be shaken

Hebrews 12:18-29



27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the 

removal of  things that are shaken—that is, 

things that have been made—in order that the 

things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28 

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a 

kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us 

offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence 

and awe, 

29 for our God is a consuming fire.

The kingdom that cannot be shaken

Hebrews 12:18-29



Revelation 7
“These are the ones coming out of  the great tribulation. 

They have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of  the Lamb.15 “Therefore they are before the 

throne of  God, and serve him day and night in his temple;

and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his 

presence.16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 

anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching 

heat.17 For the Lamb in the midst of  the throne will be 

their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of  living 

water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”




