


Today’s Focus:

Avoiding Compromise and Standing Secure



A summary 

Ephesus  was under-engaged with the culture

Smyrna was standing against the demise of the culture

Pergamum was over-identified with the culture



12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 
‘The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.

13 “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold 
fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of 

Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan 
dwells. 14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there 

who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food 

sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 15 So also you 
have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore 

repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the 
sword of my mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will give some 
of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new 
name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who 

receives it.”

Revelation 2:12 -17



Jesus Christ:

‘The words of Him who has the sharp two-edged sword.’

A weapon of Offense and Defense



“The church might do well to spend much less
time trying to make the unregenerate culture

look like Christians, and spend much more time 
trying to make the Christian Church look more

like Christ.” 

Kevin DeYoung



The church is meant to be “vibrant in witness 
and vigilant in purity (doctrinally and morally).”

Kevin DeYoung



12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of 

soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are 
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we 

must give account.

Hebrews 4:12, 13



14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 
15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted 
with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 
17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work.

2 Timothy 4:14-17



Comfort in God’s Sovereignty

“I know where you dwell”



The God Who Knows Our Danger,
and doesn’t move us away …

“where Satan’s throne is … where Satan dwells”



Heaven knows his Name

“Antipas”



A few things against them

They are tolerating too much

According to God’s Word there is a time 
be intolerant but we can do it with grace



Who Are Those Guys?

~ Those who hold to the teaching of Balaam

~ The Nicolaitans



What are the teachings surrounding us

that we must be aware of and avoid compromise?



Is there something we need to repent of?

When God has to wield the sword of the Word 

on His people --- Where have we seen that happen in 
recent history?



The Promises of God

~ The hidden manna

~ The white stone with a new name on it



OVERCOMERS

~ Remarkable news from Nicaragua ~
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