


Today’s Focus:

What is At The Center of Your Universe?



➢ C.S.I the other night:  Red Moon, Apocalypse
and the Last days

➢ The number of movies on End Times and 
the End of the world have increased 

exponentially over the decades



Apocalypse 
(Greek word for “revelation”); 

Has come to mean: End times, end of history;
Apocalyptic Literature:

Question: "What is the Apocalypse; Apocalyptic Literature?" 



The word “apocalypse” comes from the Greek 
word apocalupsis which means “revealing, disclosure, to 
take off the cover.” 

Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, (Rev. 1:1)
The book of Revelation is sometimes referred to as the 
“Apocalypse of John” -- apostle John. Further, the Greek 
word for “apocalypse” is the very first word in the Greek 
text of the book of Revelation. The phrase “apocalyptic 
literature” is used to describe the use of symbols, images, 
and numbers to depict future events. Outside of 
Revelation, examples of apocalyptic literature in the Bible 
are Daniel chapters 7–12, Isaiah chapters 24–27, Ezekiel 
chapters 37–41, and Zechariah chapters 9–12.

(gotquestions.org)



Distinctive Features - example of distinctive feature of 
Apocalyptic Lit.

A distinctive feature is the frequent use of the number seven 
(52 times). 
There are seven beatitudes (see note on 1:3), 
seven churches (1:4,11), seven spirits (1:4), seven golden 
lampstands (1:12), seven stars (1:16), seven seals (5:1), 
seven horns and seven eyes (5:6), seven trumpets (8:2), 
seven thunders (10:3), seven signs (12:1,3; 13:13-
14; 15:1; 16:14; 19:20), seven crowns (12:3), seven plagues 
(15:6), seven golden bowls (15:7), seven hills (17:9) and 
seven kings (17:10), as well as other sevens. Symbolically, 
the number seven stands for completeness.

(Bible Study Tools)



Interpreters of Revelation normally fall 
into four major groups:

Preterists understand the book exclusively in terms of its 
first-century setting, claiming that most of its events 
have already taken place.

Historicists take it as describing the long chain of events 
from Patmos to the end of history.

Futurists place the book primarily in the end times.
Idealists view it as symbolic pictures of such timeless 

truths as the victory of good over evil. 
Bible Study Tools.com



The Cities of the Seven Churches
All are in Modern-day TURKEY



Okay,  a quick 
fun photo 
from 
EPHESUS
And our visit 
to the 
Brunsons, 
Mebergs, &
Turners in
Turkey



Millennial Views
Revelation 20:6 – “Blessed and holy is the one who shares 
in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has 

no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and 
they will reign with him for a thousand years.”

• Premillennialism

• Postmillennialism

• Amillennialism



Dating the Book of Revelation: A Key to Interpretation
Revelation was written when Christians were entering a 

time of persecution. The two periods most often 
mentioned are:

> the latter part of Nero's reign (54-68 a.d.), or,
> the latter part of Domitian's reign (81-96 a.d.)

Most interpreters date the book c. 95. 
(A few suggest a date during 

the reign of Vespasian: 69-79.)

~~~~~
R.C. Sproul has a helpful sermon at Ligonier Ministries where he 
makes a strong case for an early date of the writing: prior to the 

death of Nero and the destruction of the 
Jerusalem Temple in 70 A.D.



Today’s Focus:
What is At The Center of Your Universe?

Jesus is the Center of the Vision of the Book 
of Revelation, And what John has written is in 

many places a description of something 
almost indescribable.

In our study, may we Not lose sight of Jesus!



What Did John See?



REVELATION 1:12-19

12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and 
on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst 
of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long 
robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of 
his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were 
like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, 
refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many 
waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth 
came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun 
shining in full strength. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear 
not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and 
behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and 
Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those 
that are and those that are to take place after this. 



Ezekiel 1 (an OT apocalyptic book)
26 And above the expanse over their heads there was the 
likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated 
above the likeness of a throne was a likeness with a human 
appearance. 27 And upward from what had the appearance 
of his waist I saw as it were gleaming metal, like the 
appearance of fire enclosed all around. And downward from 
what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the 
appearance of fire, and there was brightness around him.28 
Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the 
day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all 
around. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory 
of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard 
the voice of one speaking.



Another OT Apocalyptic Book
Daniel 7
9 “As I looked thrones were placed, and the Ancient of 
Days took his seat; his clothing was white as snow, and 
the hair of his head like pure wool his throne was fiery 
flames; its wheels were burning fire.
10 A stream of fire issued and came out from before 
him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the 
court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.



Matthew 17 (A unique apocalyptic moment in NT)
1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and 
John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 
3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good 
that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, 
one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was 
still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the 
disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 
7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have 
no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no 
one but Jesus only.



REVELATION 1:12-19  (THE VISION OF JESUS, in HIS GLORIFIED STATE)

12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and 
on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst 
of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long 
robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of 
his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were 
like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, 
refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many 
waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth 
came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun 
shining in full strength. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear 
not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and 
behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and 
Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those 
that are and those that are to take place after this. 



Jesus is the central part of the Vision called the Book of 
Revelation

Jesus is the center of the universe and holds it all 
together

Is Jesus the center of OUR daily universe?  
> our schedule
> our affections
> our worship
> our finances
> our motivations
> our various ministries

Above all things in this study and in our lives, may Jesus remain 
the centerpiece




