are not effective at reducing coy-

Why

ote populations, and non-selective
coyote trapping programs are not

Doesn’t Work

Shoot or poison coyotes and you will have just as many again within a year or two. Kill one or both members
of the alpha pair (A)—the only one that normally reproduces—and other pairs will form and reproduce.
At the same time, lone coyotes will move in to mate, young coyotes will start having offspring sooner,
and litter sizes will grow.

effective at solving conflicts.
In addition, coyotes removed from

A

an area will quickly be replaced by
transient coyotes looking for a vacant home range. If the root causes
of human-coyote conflicts have not
been addressed, incoming coyotes may quickly become nuisance
coyotes as well. It is far better to

A

A

A

A
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STABLE PACK
Only the alpha pair reproduces, and
its litters are small. Pack members
are less likely to eat sheep.

KILLING
Cuts numbers by half,
but only temporarily.

PACK DISRUPTED BY LETHAL CONTROL
Survivors, joined by males from outside, start
reproducing. Litter sizes increase. The need to feed
many pups can lead adults to prey on sheep.

have well-behaved resident coyotes
who will hold territories and keep
transients at bay then to risk having
to deal with newcomers who do not
know the “rules.”
Lethal responses (coyote removal)
should be considered only in the event of an unprovoked, confirmed attack on a human. If implemented, lethal control efforts
should focus on the offending coyote(s) only, rather than the coyote population at large. This requires significant surveillance
efforts to make sure that the correct animal(s) is targeted and removed.
Lethal control should be considered as only one of a suite of management interventions (e.g. removal of attractants, hazing,
etc.) that involve an array of humane and non-lethal measures. It is worth remarking that if non-lethal control techniques are
effective enough to reduce human-coyote interactions and conflicts to acceptable levels, then the lethal control limited option
may remain in the toolbox without being used.

Local Ordinances
In addition to the suggested responses below, the following community-wide ordinances may be helpful:
Leash Law. Implementing a leash law and monetary fine for off-leash dogs can help address problematic behavior that could
lead to coyote-pet conflicts. Residents should be instructed to keep pets on a leash six feet long or less.
Anti-Feeding Ordinance. Banning the feeding of wildlife (exceptions may be made for bird feeders) and establishing a
monetary fine may be helpful in addressing problematic feeding behavior that can lead to the habituation of coyotes.
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