
Welcome to our newsletter. In this edition, we are sharing some conference updates and highlights about the

activities in our community. We are also pleased to include a feature on Professor Leigh Anderson, a long-standing

contributor to our community. 
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Data for Policy 2021 update 

We are coming out of lockdown and while some restrictions have been lifted in the UK, as some of you may know

already, the International Conference Organisation Committee has decided to hold the Data for Policy 2021

meeting virtually replacing the physical meeting scheduled for 14-16 September at UCL, London. We believe that

this is the correct decision since a physical conference would exclude many in our international community due to

the continued issues of health, finance and travel restrictions. 

We have extended the deadline for registration to September 3. The programme, which will feature the research

of 152 authors from 32 countries is available here.   

We are pleased to share details about the opening plenary and keynote speakers joining our premier global forum

on data science, innovation in governance, and the public sector. 

The opening plenary will be on "Different Perspectives on the Impact of Covid-19 on Data Ecosystems".  Covid-19

has brought upheaval in all sectors and parts of life. The coronavirus has transformed how we live, how we work

and how organisations operate. It has been devastating for many. This session will focus on how Covid-19 has

impacted “data and policy” from the perspectives of four different actors of the data ecosystem. Speakers will

include Chris Wiggins, Professor at Columbia University and Chief Data Scientist at The New York Times,  Grace

Baynes, VP, Research Data & New Product Development Research Solutions at Springer Nature, Chinwe Lucia

Ochu, Director, Prevention, Programmes & Knowledge Management at the Nigeria Centre for Disease Control, and

Brennan Lake, Senior Director of Research Partnerships at Cuebiq. The session will be chaired by Stefaan Verhulst,  

Co-Founder and Chief Research and Development Officer of the The Governance Laboratory (The GovLab), New

York University.

As our keynote speakers we will have the privilege to host Prof Karen Yeung and Dame Wendy Hall.  Prof Karen

Yeung is Interdisciplinary Professorial Fellow in Law, Ethics and Informatics at Birmingham Law School and the

University of Birmingham School of Computer Science. Dame Wendy Hall, is Regius Professor of Computer Science,

Associate Vice President (International Engagement) and Executive Director of the Web Science Institute,

University of Southampton.

To find more details about our conference, visit our website. 

The conference programme is now available and the

registration deadline  has been extended

https://dataforpolicy.org/data-for-policy-2021/


With the aim of increasing diversity in our community, this year we launched

an inclusion scholarship programme. We understand that the cost of

registration may be a barrier to participation, and this year we have offered

Data for Policy inclusion scholarships to suitable candidates from groups

which are currently underrepresented in our community. While this initiative

is on its early days, we are keen to continue with this effort in the future.

Currently we are doing this with limited resources but we are hoping that as

we grow and more partners join us, we will be able to increase our capacity

and offer more scholarships in the future. 

Community Spotlight 

Professor Leigh Anderson, University of Washington 

Our initiatives Data for Policy and Data & Policy came to life thanks to a supportive international community.

We are tremendously grateful to everyone who has devoted their time and expertise to help us grow and

succeed. In this edition, we want to recognise Professor Leigh Anderson's contribution to our international

conference and partner journal.

Like many in the Data for Policy community, Anderson’s work centres on improved decision-making, she has 

 engaged with the conference in different ways, serving on the International Organisation Committee, chairing

the inaugural Pre-conference workshops in 2019, organising and chairing sessions including the 2020 closing

plenary on Equity and Inclusion, as well as serving as Associate Editor and initiating a special collection of

papers on Data for Development Policy for Data and Policy. 

To find out more about Leigh’s work, please visit her website or EPAR. 

Inclusion Scholarship 

Leigh Anderson is the Marc Lindenberg Professor for Humanitarian

Action, International Development, and Global Citizenship at the Daniel J.

Evans School of Public Policy and Governance at the University of

Washington in Seattle, USA.  Anderson directs the Evans School Policy

Analysis and Research Group (EPAR) whose work is focused on poverty,

risk, inclusion, and agricultural statistics, measurement and evaluation, in

sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. EPAR works to improve the

accessibility and utility of agricultural data through publicly available

indicators, code, technical reports and visualisations.  

Data & Policy Journal update 

Data & Policy is a peer-reviewed, open access journal dedicated to the impact of data

science on policy and governance published in association with Cambridge University Press.

Here you can find our latest Calls for Papers, which include Data-Driven Innovations in the

European Public Sector (with the JRC; deadline 30 Sep) and Trustworthy Digital Identity (with the

Turing Institute; workshop on 13 Sep).

https://evans.uw.edu/profile/c-leigh-anderson/
https://epar.evans.uw.edu/node/6852
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/information/call-for-papers


Recommended reads:

From the Data & Policy Blog: Read this contribution by Jeanine Vos (GSMA) and Richard Benjamins (Telefónica).

This blog introduces a unique collection of articles about telco-government collaborations from around the

globe with the aim of learning from the Covid-19 experience to understand how big data analytics can prepare

the world for future pandemics. This collection will be updated with further articles in September in time for

the UN World Data Forum.

Did you know there are six ways to join our community ? 

Host our international conference 

at your institution

Contribute to our conference with a

panel, full paper or extended

abstract

Become an institutional partner

Join us as a reviewer

Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn,

and YouTube

Submit your work or a blog entry

to Data & Policy

Papyshev, G., & Yarime, M. Exploring city digital twins as policy tools: A task-based approach to generating

synthetic data on urban mobility. 

Beduschi, A. Rethinking digital identity for post-COVID-19 societies: Data privacy and human rights

considerations.

Wu, D., Verhulst, S., Pentland, A., Avila, T., Finch, K., & Gupta, A. How data governance technologies can

democratize data sharing for community well-being.

Ronzhyn, A., & Wimmer, M. Research directions in policy modeling: Insights from comparative analysis of recent

projects.

Nesvijevskaia, A., Ouillade, S., Guilmin, P., & Zucker, J. The accuracy versus interpretability trade-off in fraud

detection model.

Li, T., Bowers, R., Seidu, O., Akoto-Bamfo, G., Bessah, D., Owusu, V., & Smeets, L. Analysis of call detail records to

inform the COVID-19 response in Ghana—opportunities and challenges.

Coudin, E., Poulhes, M., & Suarez Castillo, M. The French official statistics strategy: Combining signaling data

from various mobile network operators for documenting COVID-19 crisis effects on population movements

and economic outlook.

Arai, A., Knippenberg, E., Meyer, M., & Witayangkurn, A. The hidden potential of call detail records in The

Gambia.

Vespe, M., Iacus, S., Santamaria, C., Sermi, F., & Spyratos, S. On the use of data from multiple mobile network

operators in Europe to fight COVID-19.

De Alarcon, P., Salevsky, A., Gheti-Kao, D., Rosalen, W., Duarte, M., Cuervo, C et al. The contribution of telco data

to fight the COVID-19 pandemic: Experience of Telefonica throughout its footprint.

 Verhulst, S. Reimagining data responsibility: 10 new approaches toward a culture of trust in re-using data to

address critical public needs.

Giest, S., Miotto, J., & Kraaij, W. The value of data matching for public poverty initiatives: A local voucher

program example. 

 The peer-reviewed articles published since the last newsletter:
 

https://medium.com/data-policy
https://medium.com/data-policy/special-collection-lessons-learned-from-telco-data-informing-covid-19-responses-toward-an-early-de86c3f7a89e
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridge.org%2Fcore%2Fjournals%2Fdata-and-policy%2Fspecial-collections%2Ftelco-big-data-analytics-for-covid-19&data=04%7C01%7Croy.cobby_avaria%40kcl.ac.uk%7C7b3f7e5be91a431ec45608d953755914%7C8370cf1416f34c16b83c724071654356%7C0%7C0%7C637632585733698702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4BgWmoycjBSvtY8AUtilJ4lKzt0kUoiSa50vZW6kp0M%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/special-collections/telco-big-data-analytics-for-covid-19
https://dataforpolicy.org/data-fof-policy-2021/
https://dataforpolicy.org/data-fof-policy-2021/
mailto:team@dataforpolicy.org
mailto:team@dataforpolicy.org
https://twitter.com/dataforpolicy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/data-for-policy#:~:text=Data%20for%20Policy%20is%20the,as%20a%20Community%20Interest%20Company.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJUrj-FJ4qT9eNuTOPyYNQ
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/information/why-submit-to-data-and-policy
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/latest-issue

