
We are pleased to bring you another edition of the Data for Policy newsletter! 

This time we are sharing highlights from our recent conference. We are also pleased to include a feature on Dr Laura

Ación, a valued contributor to our community.  There's an update from our partner journal Data & Policy, which

includes the articles published since the last newsletter,  two calls for papers, and some thought-provoking posts

from their blog.  Finally, we are advertising an exciting opportunity that has emerged to join our team and drawing

your attention to an event that might be of interest for you, the Validate AI conference. 
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Data for Policy 2021 - highlights  
In a year dominated by the pandemic, we were delighted with the performance of the conference. We were

pleased to harness the expertise of the six area committees, established at the start of 2021, to organise the

peer review process for all submissions. The accepted submissions created an impressive programme, which was

further enhanced by the excellent invited speakers. The two keynote lectures featured Professor Karen Yeung

from the University of Birmingham and Professor Dame Wendy Hall of the University of Southampton. Stefaan

Verhulst (GovLab / NYU) convened an opening plenary which reflected on the pivotal role of data in the COVID-19

pandemic, with contributions from Chinwe Ochu (Nigerian Centre for Disease Control), Chris Wiggins (New York

Times and Columbia University) and Brennan Lake (Cuebiq Inc).

The keynote lectures, as well as the opening plenary, are available to watch on our YouTube Channel, where you

can also find more than 70 pre-recorded presentations that were part of the conference. In our channel, you can

also find presentations from previous Data for policy editions.

Inclusion Scholarship 
Building on the ‘ambassador scholarship’ initiative of 2020, we advertised for inclusion

scholarships for 90% of the full conference registration fee. The intention was to

encourage participation from underrepresented groups, particularly those from

developing nations.  Thanks to the support from our partners and community we were

able to offer 11 scholarships. While this initiative is in its early days, we are hoping that

as we grow and more partners join us, we will be able to increase our capacity and offer

more scholarships in the future. 

https://dataforpolicy.org/apply-for-a-data-for-policy-inclusion-scholarship/


Dr Laura Ación is a contributor to the Data for Policy Community since 2019. During our 4th International

Conference, she organized and presented at the session "Hands-on-Data: Artificial Intelligence for the Design of

Public Policy in Latin America." In 2021, she became a Data & Policy Area Editor where she is the Lead Editor for

the Ethics, Equity and Trust in Policy Data Interactions area. During Data for Policy 2021, she chaired the standard

track for this area and also organized the special panel "Building health data infrastructure to manage epidemics in

developing country contexts: Experiences from the Global South AI4COVID Program in Africa and Latin America".

To find out more about Ación’s work, please visit her website

Community Spotlight 

Dr Laura Ación, University of Buenos Aires (Argentina)

 We are tremendously grateful to everyone who has devoted their time and expertise to help Data for Policy

and Data & Policy grow and succeed. In this edition, we want to recognise Dr Laura Ación's contribution to

our international conference and partner journal.

Dr Laura Ación is a tenured Adjunct Researcher at the Calculus Institute (IC),

University of Buenos Aires (Argentina), with over 15 years of experience working

in biostatistics applied to clinical research. She leads the Multidisciplinary Data

Science and Artificial Intelligence Research Group at the IC. She is particularly

interested in Artificial Intelligence applied to secondary data for socially

responsible decision-making. For Dr Ación, socially responsible translates as open

reproducible research that addresses global inequity and exclusion in all of their

dimensions.

Data & Policy  update 

Data & Policy has seen the publication of 28 peer-reviewed, open access articles in 2021 so far,

which can be viewed here. There are further articles in the pipeline to be published before the end

of the year. Keep up to date with further publications via eTOC alerts and @data_and_policy.

Data & Policy Blog has seen some thought-provoking posts on: anti-Roma hate speech online;

smart cities and urban data-knowledge action systems; and the Journal and Conference’s

commitment to Open Access and Open Science.

Telco Big Data Analytics for Covid-19 (11 articles with open peer reviews, introduced in a workshop at the UN

World Data Forum, with a blog from Richard Benjamins and Jeanine Vos analysing the findings)

Impact of data accuracy on the evaluation of COVID-19 mitigation policies 

Evaluating the trade-off between privacy, public health safety, and digital security in a pandemic 

Decision support system for flood risk reduction policies: The case of a flood protection measure in the area of

Vicenza

IoT innovation clusters in Europe and the case for public policy

Understanding migrants in COVID-19 counting: Rethinking the data-(in)visibility nexus

 Peer-reviewed articles published since the last newsletter:
 

Recommended reads:

http://lacion.rbind.io/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/information/call-for-papers
https://medium.com/data-policy
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/special-collections/telco-big-data-analytics-for-covid-19
https://medium.com/data-policy/mobile-big-data-in-the-fight-against-covid-19-6e550d4f2bf8
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/article/impact-of-data-accuracy-on-the-evaluation-of-covid19-mitigation-policies/62C897B22505ECF86958C7758C185B9A
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/article/evaluating-the-tradeoff-between-privacy-public-health-safety-and-digital-security-in-a-pandemic/3659C28712DE31B743266935ECF4615C
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/article/decision-support-system-for-flood-risk-reduction-policies-the-case-of-a-flood-protection-measure-in-the-area-of-vicenza/7CA196497DF45D22883C7578B7D26A8B
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/article/iot-innovation-clusters-in-europe-and-the-case-for-public-policy/8FD932474873FB7EB5EA6B9F32FD6D8B
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/article/understanding-migrants-in-covid19-counting-rethinking-the-datainvisibility-nexus/8B248711A98E72EB0DCD08B6A32CC3A7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/latest-issue


This is a unique opportunity for people to both network with important

contacts in an emerging research area of great public importance, and gain

experience that could enhance their career development in a number of ways

(academic field-building, communications, publishing and editing).

This role is ideal for someone developing an interest in data science and/or

looking to gain contacts and experience that can help with an academic career,

or a career in communications or publishing.  To apply, please send a CV and

cover letter outlining your interest in the role and relevant skills to

team@dataforpolicy.org by Fri Nov 26, 2021.

We are recruiting communications editors

Call for papers:

Please share this ongoing Call for Papers on Data & Migration Policy, on which we’re working with Guest

Editors Michele Vespe (European Commission JRC) and Marzia Rango (IOM). Note also this open Call for Papers

on Computational Governance – a collaboration with Mansoor Ahmed-Rengers (Cambridge), Hazem Danny Al-

Nakib (UCL) and Dan Toliver (Todaq) – which closes on March 15th.

We are seeking people with an interest in the interface between data science and policy to help us develop our

digital communications for two related projects.

The Validate AI conference explores how AI systems  can perform in a safe, reliable, timely, and trustworthy way.

The 2021 conference will focus on issues of regulation, standards and frameworks in AI to validate AI. 

Validate AI will bring together experts from a variety of different sectors, along with experts in the field of AI. The

purpose of this diverse representation is to foster cross-sectorial learning and encourage subsequent

collaboration between private, public (including charitable sectors) and academic sectors.

The event will be held online on the afternoons of the 2nd/3rd Dec 2021 (1pm to 5:20pm GMT).

Registration information and the full programme can be found here: https://validateai.org/2021-conference

Speakers include:

Professor David Hand,  Emeritus Professor of Mathematics at Imperial College, London.

Professor Marta Kwiatkowska, Fellow of Trinity College, University of Oxford.

Reema Patel, Associate Director at the Ada Lovelace Institute. 

Zeynep Engin, Founder and Chair of the international Data for Policy conferences.

Event announcement

Thank you for reading; we hope you found the content useful and interesting. If you have any feedback for the

newsletter or think there's an interesting piece of research,  event or development we've missed, please do let us

know via team@dataforpolicy.org

https://twitter.com/data_and_policy/status/1457761014641004559
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/information/call-for-papers-computational-governance-and-majoritarianism
https://validateai.org/
https://validateai.org/2021-conference

