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I

Letter From the 
President
By Scott campBell

2014 SBcBa preSident

am honored to be SBCBA President for the coming 
year. I feel privileged to have the opportunity to work 
with fellow officers, Matt Clarke, Naomi Dewey, 

Katy Graham and Donna Lewis, with our returning board 
members Angela Roach, Shelley Vail, James Sweeney, 
Mike Denver, Jim Griffith, Emily Allen, Lauren Wideman, 
and with our new board members Paula Waldman, Alan 
Morton, Nathan Rogers, and Claude Dorais.

In most ways I am fortunate to be following Donna 
Lewis in this position. I use the term “most ways” advis-
edly. On the one hand, due in no small part to Donna’s 
keen attention to detail throughout her decade of service 
as board member and officer, the SBCBA is thriving, even 
as other small bar associations are static or in decline. Dur-
ing Donna’s tenure as director and officer, the SBCBA has 
refined its mission to ensure that it remains relevant and 
useful for its members. Equally important, in that time the 
SBCBA has improved its money management in ways that 

will help it to succeed well 
into the future. That said, 
Donna’s accomplishments 
make for a very tough act 
to follow. She has set high 
standards for the SBCBA 
and the volunteers that 
help it run. Needless to 
say, I hope to do as well 
as she has done.

We have big plans for 
2014. Our year will start 
with the annual Bench & 
Bar Conference, set for 
January 25, 2014, at the 
Mission. Board members 
Mike Denver and Shelley Vail have put together a superb 
conference. In addition to up to six hours of MCLE credit, at-
tendees will be treated to our annual lunchtime slugfest, this 
year being “The Second Amendment and Assault Weapons,  
A Debate of Constitutional Proportions” featuring  Adam 
Winkler, UCLA Professor of Law squaring off with Chuck 
Michel, Winner of NRA Defender of Justice Award.  Over 
the past few years these luncheon programs have literally 
been spine tingling, easily justifying the price of admission 
and the sacrifice of a few hours on a Saturday.  If six hours 
of MCLE credit and a raucous gun control debate are not 
enough to entice you, we are also proud to feature a keynote 
address by U.S. Congresswoman Lois Capps. If you attend, 
be sure to thank Mike and Shelley for organizing this year’s 
conference. It’s a lot of work and they have done a great job.

Among our other plans for 2014 is to establish a Legis-
lative Liaison committee. The mission of the Legislative 
Liaison committee will be to create and maintain lines of 
communication between our elected representatives and 
the SBCBA so that as members of the legal profession our 
collective voices are more likely to be heard by our legis-
lators. Angela Roach, who has done many things for the 
SBCBA over the years, has agreed to lend her considerable 
energy and talents to this project.

Another of our plans for the coming year is to implement 
our newly adopted Member Benefit program. We hope 
to grow this program with the goal of strengthening the 
SBCBA by increasing the value of a membership through 
the use of member discounts on goods and services that 
local attorneys need and want. Stay tuned for more on this. 

Remember that this is your organization. We are here 
to serve all the attorneys in Santa Barbara County. We 
welcome any and all input, so please feel free to contact 
us with your ideas.  

 Scott Campbell
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I n almost 40 years of legal practice, I have read many 
different state and local bar association publications. 
Nowhere have I seen an association of any comparable

 size come close to the quality of Santa Barbara Lawyer. It 
truly stands alone. As a reader, this has been an enjoyable 
fact. As the new Editor, it becomes daunting because now, 
after all these years, I am starting to see and appreciate the 
immense effort needed to create the end product month 
after month. Our readers will be pleased to know that 
while the Editor’s position has changed, each and every 
other person contributing to the quality of the publication 
during the past year remains on board, a fact I find im-
mensely reassuring.

Angela Roach, our 2013 Editor, deserves our appreciation 
for a job very well done. Under her leadership, each issue 
brought us excellent and diverse content. Behind the scenes, 
Angela managed to simultaneously improve the production 
process and lower costs. She invested yet more time and 
effort in helping me hit the ground running. The success 
we will achieve in 2014 is largely based on the quality of 
Angela’s leadership in setting the stage, while any short-
comings will be mine. As an Association, we are fortunate 
that Angela’s skill and dedication will continue to benefit 
us in other important ways.

As we move forward, you may notice a few subtle dif-
ferences. 

Reporting in Verdicts & Decisions has in the past required 
the consent of counsel on both sides of a case. The result-
ing process has been complicated and at times information 
about cases of note has not been published due to the in-
ability to reach agreement. This gives one party or the other, 
often the party least satisfied with the decision, too much 
power. While accuracy is essential, agreement of the par-
ties on what we report is not. Verdicts & Decisions will be 
reported, relying largely on actual verdicts, and will reflect 
our view of the case and the result. Input from the parties 
will be appreciated, but agreement will not be required.

We are also introducing a new feature addressing the 
challenge of achieving balance in our lives. The experi-

From the Editor
By claude doraiS

ences we share can be 
a gift to each other. We 
begin the exploration of 
this area with Paula Wald-
man’s contribution and 
we would appreciate sub-
missions from others on 
the approaches that have 
worked for them as they 
seek to balance work, 
relationships, education, 
service, exercise, leisure, 
health, and all the dimen-
sions of life. 

We all receive our copy 
of Santa Barbara Lawyer in 
the mail and that hard copy is often taken home, read, re-
read, and some times saved. Each issue is also posted to the 
SBCBA’s web site, where it can easily be accessed online at 
http://www.sblaw.org/members/sblawyer.

Please share comments, suggestions, and article ideas 
with me at cdorais@dorais.com.  

 Claude J. Dorais

Cyclists Wanted!

Bicycling lawyers: Do you commute on 
a bicycle or know a lawyer who does?  
If so, we want to contact you for the 
cycling month (that’s May) issue of the 
Santa Barbara Lawyer. We want to show 
lawyers doing their part for the environ-
ment, traffic decongestion, cardiovascular 
health, peace of mind, and good-looking 
legs. (Not necessarily in that order and not 
necessarily all those things.) Please con-
tact Tom Hinshaw at thinsb@gmail.com.
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A Preview of the 
2014 Bench & Bar 
Conference Scheduled 
for January 25th
By mike denver

T he Santa Barbara County Bar Association is once 
again gearing up for the annual Bench & Bar Con-
ference. The 2014 Conference will take place at the 

Retreat Center on the grounds of the historic Santa Barbara 
Mission on Saturday, January 25, 2014. This is a full day 
event. Attendees will be able to receive at least six hours 
in MCLE credits, including those hard-to-obtain credits in 
legal ethics, elimination of bias, and substance abuse.

This year the Bar Association is pleased to announce that 
United States Congresswoman Lois Capps has agreed to 
provide the keynote address, which will address Second 
Amendment rights and related mental health issues. The 
Congresswoman’s address will complement the lunchtime 
debate over Second Amendment rights between Adam 
Winkler, a noted gun expert and Professor at the UCLA 
School of Law, and attorney Chuck Michel, who recently 
won the National Rifle Association (NRA) Defender of Jus-
tice Award. Additionally, a full panel of judges and lawyers 
will provide entertaining and educational presentations on 
a wide range of topics. Details are set forth in the adver-
tisement for the Conference contained on page 23 of this 
edition of Santa Barbara Lawyer.

Attendees are encouraged to come early and with an 
appetite. A full breakfast will kick off the day right and 
a delicious lunch will be served at the time of the Second 
Amendment debate.

Please join us for what is sure to be a great day full of 
entertainment, continuing education, and networking op-
portunities.

Special thanks to the Conference sponsors including: 
Norman Schall & Associates; LexisNexis; Foley Bezek 
Behle & Curtis, LLP; Hollister & Brace, APC; John 
Thyne III; Rogers Sheffield & Campbell LLP; Ander-
son Kill, P.C.; Tri-County Court Reporters; veritext; 
Amherst Exchange Corporation; Kurtzman Carson 
Consultants; Law Copy; Personal Court Reporters; 
Seed Mackall, LLP; Whalen Bryan, Inc.; and Hardin 
& Coffin, LLP. 
  See registration form and schedule, pp. 22-23.

This Month in Santa 
Barbara Lawyer History

5 years ago, January 2009
•	 Then	SBCBA	President,	Melissa	Fassett,	authored	

“A New Year Message,” and noted, “I am particu-
larly proud of how our bar, and indeed our entire 
community, has stepped forward to help those 
who have suffered losses as a result of the recent 
Tea Fire.”

•	 The	 topic	of	Civility	was	 featured	on	 the	 cover	
of the magazine along with articles entitled “The 
Power of Civility in Negotiations” by Lol Sorenson 
and “Don’t Let Civility Get in the Way of Advo-
cacy” by John Derrick.

•	 David	K.	Hughes	authored	an	article	entitled,	“What	
Will the Supreme Court Do With Prop. 8? ”

•	 The	magazine’s	first	“Motions”	column	appeared,	
and featured reminders for Law Week and the 
upcoming Bench and Bar Conference.

10 Years Ago, January 2004
•	 Then	SBCBA	President,	Tim	Metzinger,	authored	

“Opportunities and Challenges in 2004” with top-
ics including Trial Lawyer Workshops, SBCBA 
Website, and Trial Court Funding.

•	 Part	2	in	a	series	entitled	“Meet	Our	New	Superior	
Court Judge George C. Eskin” by Michael Colton 
was included in the publication.

•	 Philip	D.	Dracht	was	featured	in	a	column	entitled	
“New Lawyer-of-the-Month.”

15 years ago, January 1999
•	 The	publication	was	known	as	“The	Quibbler.”

•	 Then	SBCBA	President,	Sue	McCollum	authored	
“President’s Message: What You Do in Your 90th 
Year,” and noted, “This last year in this century is 
also the 90th year of the Santa Barbara County Bar 
Association.”

Continued on page 21
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chieving balance is a concept that has been a quest 
for quite some time. How can I balance the de-
mands of my career, family, friends, and myself?   I

have a poster in my office of a female on her tippy toes 
with her arms outstretched overhead reaching for a bright 
star just overhead and the caption reads “The woman who 
wanted it all.” For me, achieving balance first starts with the 
belief that one can “have it all.”  And yes, that includes bal-
ance.  Next, I recognize that when I take care of myself, I am 
more productive, happy, and able to be at my best.  I have 
learned that taking care of myself includes: eating nutritious 
food (as much as is humanly possible), getting sound sleep, 
exercising, and always looking for the positive in any situa-
tion.  Over the years I have explored many different ways 
to improve my nutrition, sleep, exercise, and outlook, and I 
expect that exploration will never end. I love challenges, and 
one such challenge that I have taken on is running an annual 
marathon. To date I have run Boston, Chicago, Portland, 
Big Sur, Santa Barbara, and Palos Verdes. Next year I plan 
to run the New York marathon.  Finding the time to get the 
miles in with an extremely busy job is tricky.  Since we are 
limited to only 24 hours in a day, getting up at o-dark-thirty 
is how I get in my running miles before most people are 
even out of bed.  Although not an easy routine to establish 
at first, once you create that new habit of early morning 
exercise, it really pays off. Having a group of people to 

Work / Life 
Balance
By paula Waldman

work out with at that hour is not only a safe choice but 
also keeps your motivation strong.  The added bonus is that 
while I am exercising, I am also simultaneously socializing 
which helps out with this whole balance thing.  I arrive at 
work clear headed, happy and ready to sit and concentrate.  
Wishing you balance, happiness, and life at its very best.    

A

Run, Paula, run!

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Edward Jones ranked “Highest in 
Investor Satisfaction with Full Service 
Brokerage Firms, Two Years in a Row”

Visit jdpower.com

Daniel J De Meyer
Financial Advisor
.

125 E De La Guerra St Ste 101
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
805-564-0011
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2014 Submission Guidelines and Key Dates

Santa Barbara Lawyer publishes monthly. Just like last year, in 2014 the deadline for content, copy, and photographs 
is on the first Monday of each month. There is no “soft deadline” without pre-approval from Claude Dorais or 
Shelley vail. 

Articles
•	 Include	a	title	or	headline	with	your	article.	Include	your	name/title,	and	a	short	biography	at	the	end	of	your	article.
•	Articles	do	not	need	to	be	laid	out;	plain	text	is	easier	for	us	to	work	with.
•	 Shorter	paragraphs	work	best	for	our	newsletter	format.	Aim	for	600-1200	words.	
•	Microsoft	Word,	.rtf	or	.txt	files	are	ideal.	No	PDFs.	
•	 Please	proof	your	material	before	you	send	it	in!	We	cannot	guarantee	that	we	will	catch	every	spelling,	grammar,	or	punctua-

tion error, and proof-reading takes time away from our design and editing process. 
•	 Please	use	the	footnote	format	for	references	to	authority.

Photographs and images
•	Color	photographs	are	preferable.
•	 Send	the	largest	file	(highest	resolution)	of	the	best	quality	possible.	Photographs	must	be	a	minimum	of	300	dpi.
•	Do	not	edit	or	crop	your	photos.	Do	not	imbed	images	in	Word	or	any	other	application.	
•	 Send	photographs	as	separate	attachments.
•	Captions	are	best	sent	with	their	image	–	for	example:

Image file name   caption
[ARTICLE NAME] 1.jpg  Jane Smith, John Doe, and Miles Davis
[ARTICLE NAME] 2.jpg  Attendees at the Legal Aid luncheon

Miscellaneous
Coverage: From time to time, an article idea, feature, profile, event, or photo opportunity may come along that you think 

should be in the magazine. Please send it to us when you think of it. This allows us to plan ahead and make sure it is covered. 
verdicts & Settlements: Santa Barbara Lawyer seeks to objectively report verdicts, decisions, and settlements from cases 

involving firms and lawyers based in Santa Barbara County.
Profiles: We welcome suggestions.
Work/Life Balance/Exercise/Quality of Life/Stress Relief: This is an ongoing challenge for all of us. We welcome sub-

missions and suggestions.
Space in the magazine: Santa Barbara Lawyer is printed in multiples of four pages (i.e. an edition will be 28/32/36/40 pages 

long). Thus, when space is a concern, we may shorten or even omit an article. When this is done, we will take into account 
timing, need to publicize events or other deadlines, and whether the article can run in the following issue. 

Content: Santa Barbara Lawyer is a publication of the Santa Barbara County Bar Association (SBCBA), written by and for our 
membership. We reserve the right to reject content that runs counter to SBCBA’s published mission and goals or that is not of 
interest to our readership. 

Contact Information
Content should be sent to santabarbaralawyer@yahoo.com and cdorais@dorais.com 
Verdicts & Settlements should be sent to lshinn@mullenlaw.com
Motions (short news items/announcements) should be sent to pastern@gmail.com

Editorial Board
Claude J. Dorais (Editor), Phone: (805) 965-2288 x 101 office, Email: cdorais@dorais.com 
Shelley Vail (Assistant Editor), Phone: (619) 889-5469 cell, Email: shelley.vail@hr.ucsb.edu
Lida Sideris (Santa Barbara County Bar Association Executive Director) handles advertising sales and inquiries, 
     Phone: (805) 569-5511, Email: sblawdirector@gmail.com 
Mike Lyons (Photo Editor), Email: mtlyons@gmail.com
Mike Pasternak (Motions Editor), Email: pasterna@gmail.com 
Lindsay Shinn (Verdicts & Settlements Editor), Email: lshinn@mullenlaw.com
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Santa Barbara Women 
Lawyers Celebrates 25th 
Anniversary at December 
9th Annual Dinner
By angela d. roach

anta Barbara Women Lawyers (SBWL) celebrated its 
25th Anniversary on December 9th at the Montecito 
Country Club. Over 100 attendees were greeted with 

elegant holiday décor and sweeping panoramic views of 
the lighted Santa Barbara coastline and harbor from the 
rotunda room. SBWL’s 2013 President, Danielle De Smeth, 
served as the master of ceremonies for the evening. The 
program included a 25th Anniversary Tribute by SBWL’s 
founder, Commissioner Deborah Talmage (ret.), remarks 
by District Attorney Joyce Dudley, a keynote address by 
Professor Laurie Levenson, presentation of the 2013 Attor-
ney of the Year Award to Commissioner Pauline Maxwell, 
and swearing in of the 2014 SBWL Board. 

25th Anniversary Tribute
Deborah Talmage spoke to the crowd about the genesis 

of SBWL. While serving as a Deputy District Attorney, 
Deborah Talmage started the Domestic Violence Program 
in Santa Barbara to aid and train law enforcement in dealing 
with domestic violence matters. This effort faced significant 
resistance and downright refusal to participate from some 
law enforcement locations. Commissioner Talmage was 
the first woman appointed to the Santa Barbara Municipal 
Court, later Santa Barbara Superior Court, in 1983. At the 
time of her judicial appointment there were no other wom-
en Judges on the Santa Barbara Superior Court, no women 
partners in the larger local law firms, and few women in 
government or private sector leadership positions. 

Commissioner Talmage described the inhospitable en-
vironment for women lawyers at this time. She had no 
mentors and no female colleagues.  She described hitting 
the very “low glass ceiling” in her early years of practice 
and serving on the bench. Someone suggested she contact 
Justice Joan Dempsey Klein, founder and first President of 
California Women Lawyers (CWL). Justice Klein invited 
her to serve on the board of CWL and cautioned “no one 
will ever take you seriously unless you have a constituency 
watching your back.”  Commissioner Talmage came back 
to Santa Barbara motivated. She called upon a cross-section 

of the best women lawyers in Santa Barbara. 
On September 8, 1988, she formally announced SBWL to 

the community at the Presidio Café in front of nearly 100 
attendees. She served as the first President, Jean Alexander 
served as the first Vice President, Jamie Forrest Raney served 
as the first Secretary, and Ann Canova served as the first 
Treasurer.  Other founding members were Hannah-Beth 
Jackson, Rachel Wilson, Mary Jane Miller, Nancy Sieh, Jana 
Zimmer, Isobel Murray, Gloria Ochoa, Karen Burgett and 
Kate Eden Smith.  

Looking back, Commissioner Talmage shared “We were 
looking	to	change	the	world,	and	boy	did	we	do	it!”	She	
touted  many of the accomplishments of SBWL including: 
being the first organization in Santa Barbara to offer MCLE 
credits, starting a newsletter that supported and spoke 
to issues relevant for women lawyers, creating a judicial 
evaluation process, creating mentor circles, and conducting 
salary surveys. Commissioner Talmage closed by sharing 
how meaningful SBWL is to her.

District Attorney Joyce Dudley also paid tribute to SBWL. 
She joined SBWL as a law student in 1988, its inaugural year. 
DA Dudley described learning how to “take and give hits” 
as women lawyers and also the unique perspective women 
bring to the practice of law. She described the importance 
of having women in leadership positions and how that can 
provide support to younger practitioners. 

Keynote Address by Laurie Levenson
The keynote speaker was Laurie Levenson, Professor of 

Law at Loyola Law School and David W. Burcham Chair 
in Ethical Advocacy. Before teaching law, she served as the 
Assistant United States Attorney in the Criminal Section 
in Los Angeles, where she was a trial and appellate lawyer 
for eight years. Ms. Levenson was a member of the adjunct 
faculty of Southwestern University Law School from 1982-
89. She joined the Loyola faculty in 1989 and served as 
Loyola’s associate dean for academic affairs from 1996-99. 
She currently leads the following programs at Loyola Law 
School:  Capital Habeas Litigation Clinic, The Fidler Insti-
tute Annual Symposium, and the Project for the Innocent.

Professor Levenson wowed the crowd. Small in stature, 
Professor Levenson was large in might and charisma. She 
spoke about how far women lawyers have come, where 
we are now, and argued that we still have work to do for 
parity in the legal profession. She spoke eloquently about 
the history of women seeking the right to vote, the right to 
be elected to public office, and the right to be admitted to 
the California State Bar. She spoke about Clara Foltz who 
fought to become the first women lawyer in California in 
1878. She also described her own experience as a woman 
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lawyer starting out over 25 years ago. Like many women, 
she began in a male dominated practice where doors for 
women were just starting to open. She was called “honey” 
and “babe” by opposing counsel in court and faced other 
disparate treatment. “The door is not fully open to women 
lawyers,” she said. “We can see what is on the other side 
and we must continue our work to open it more fully for 
others.” 

Professor Levenson then laid out some startling current 
statistics. Currently, there are only 15% female partners 
in private law practice, only 15% of Fortune 500 general 
counsel are women, only 20% of law school deans are 
women, only 1/3 of the California State Superior Court 
judges are women,  24% of the District Court Judges are 
women, and 30% of the Circuit Court Judges are women. 
Regarding legal salaries, Professor Levenson asserted that 
women make 15 to 20% less than men for the same work.

But, she claimed, there is hope that women will continue 
to make strides toward equality in the legal profession. She 
asserted that the key to change is mentoring and changing 
the rhetoric. For example, instead of a one-sized “you can 
have it all,” recognizing that “all” is different for different 
women. Professor Levenson asserted that the Internet 
provides new opportunity and a place for more women 
to have a voice. 

Professor Levenson ended with her advice for success in 
the law: always take on new work, take credit when you 
are successful, do not be afraid of confrontation, be a power 
broker, ask for help if you need it, take care of your whole 
self, be there to give advice to others, and find your style. 

Commissioner Pauline Maxwell Named 
Attorney of the Year 

Among the highlights of the night  was the presentation 
of the Deborah Talmage Attorney of the Year Award to 
Commissioner Pauline Maxwell . This award annually 
honors an outstanding legal professional who is dedicated 
to the advancement and success of women, mentors her 
colleagues and other women, personifies professional excel-
lence and commitment to the highest level of ethics, has 
shown a commitment to the community, and has achieved 
professional excellence.

President Danielle De Smeth described how Commission-
er Maxwell was unanimously selected for the 2013 award. 
Commissioner Maxwell has presided over Department 7 
since 2010, where she handles minor offense arraignments, 
trials and the important work of the collaborative courts. 
These include the Mental Health Treatment Court, Drug 
Court, Dual Diagnosis Court and Restorative Court. She 
is known to treat all before her with dignity and respect 

while maintaining the highest level of ethics. 
Commissioner Maxwell has been a committed and in-

volved participant of SBWL serving on both the SBWL and 
SBWL Foundation Boards, volunteering her time by speak-
ing at the SBWLF scholarship luncheon, and mentoring high 
school and junior high students at the SBWL Foundation’s 
Lawyers’ Lunch. She has also served as a Judicial Master at 
the William L. Gordon Inns of Court and a high school and 
college Mock Trial Judge. Commissioner Maxwell has also 
served	on	the	Board	of	Directors	for	Families	ACT!,	Central	
Coast Collaborative on Homelessness, Downtown Boys 
and Girls Club, among others, and is a Founding Member 
of the 100 Committee for Santa Barbara Girls, Inc.

This year, dozens of Judges, local attorneys, and Court 
staff submitted letters in support of Commissioner Max-
well’s nomination. Many women lawyers supported her 
nomination through personal testaments of mentoring and 
support. For example one lawyer said, “she has helped me 
through difficult career decisions” and “offered me invalu-
able insight into the steps I need to take to accomplish both 
my professional and personal goals.” Another former col-
league said, “she celebrated our strengths. She encouraged 
each of us….Commissioner Maxwell stands out for her 
modesty and enthusiasm for the careers of others….” An-
other female lawyer said, “she has taken me under her wing 
and guided me in my career, giving me advice or suggestions 
to better my own practice of the law and advancement in 
the legal community. As a team, we all look up to her as 
a mentor, but more importantly, as a friend.”  The Award 
had special significance this 25th Anniversary year because 
Commissioner Maxwell holds the position previously held 
by the Award’s namesake, Deborah Talmage.   

Others paid tribute to Commissioner Maxwell during the 
night. Supervisor Janet Wolf presented an award of recog-
nition and lauded Commissioner Maxwell as an “amazing 
person and jurist.” Judge George Eskin (ret.) presented an 
award on behalf of Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson and spoke 
about Commissioner Maxwell’s contributions to the Court 
and our local community.

The Anniversary Celebration was a fitting tribute to 
SBWL’s significant influence in our community and the lives 
of many women lawyers over the past 25 years. All who 
attended left inspired.  
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Member Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Check here if you do not want your name and office address disclosed to any buyer of Bar Assoc. mailing labels. 

 Check here if membership information is the same as last year. If so, the rest of the form may be left blank. 

 Check here if you do not want your e-mail address disclosed to SBCBA sponsors. 
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City: ________________________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ___________________ 

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ________________________________________ Fax Number: ____________________________ 

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ___________________ 

State Bar #: ___________________________________________ Year Admitted to Bar: _____________________ 

Your member dues include a subscription to Santa Barbara Lawyer. 

SCHEDULE OF DUES FOR 2014 
Active Members                                                                                       $130 

Student Members                                                                                                 $30 

New Admittees (First Year Attorneys Only)                                                         $00 

Affiliate Members (non-Attorney members only)                                                 $65 

Santa Barbara County Bar Foundation donation                                      $______.__ 

Total amount enclosed                                                                            $______.__ 

AREAS OF INTEREST OR PRACTICE (check box as applicable) 
 ADR   Estate Planning/Probate   

 Civil Litigation  Family Law 

 Criminal  In-House Counsel & Corporate Law 

 Debtor/Creditor   Intellectual Property/Tech. Business 

 Elder Law  Real Property/Land Use 

 Employment Law   Taxation  

 I am interested in receiving information about the SBCBA Lawyer Referral Service 
 

Mail completed form along with check to: 
Santa Barbara County Bar Association, 15 West Carrillo Street, Suite 106, Santa Barbara, Ca 93101 Tel: (805)569-5511 

Donations to the Santa Barbara County Bar Foundation are tax deductible to the full extent provided by law  
to a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

$90 

$00 

$45 

$______.__ 

$______.__ 
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AV Preeminent Rating (5 out of 5)

AVVO Rated ‘Superb’ (10 out of 10)

BONGIOVI MEDIATION
Mediating Solutions since 1998

“There is no better ambassador for the value of
mediation than Henry Bongiovi”

HENRY J. BONGIOVI

831 State Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

Phone 805.564.2115
www.henrybongiovi.com

Mediator  •  Arbitrator  •  Discovery Referee
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Call us today so you can focus on
what’s important – your clients. 

Business & Professional Practice 
Valuations

Cash Flow Available for Support

High Earner Child Support Situations

Lifestyle Expense Analysis

Community/Separate Property 
Balance Sheets

Tax Effects of Divorce & Tax Planning

Asset Tracing

Reimbursement & Misappropriation 
Analyses

White, Zuckerman, Warsavsky, 
Luna & Hunt, LLP offers much 
more than accounting expertise. Our
creative ideas and new strategies 
give our clients a competitive edge. 
In family law, you need professionals
who can analyze financial situations 
and provide unimpeachable analysis 
and expert testimony. With decades 
of experience, we are highly qualified 
in all areas including:

To attend our Santa Barbara Family Law
Study Group, e-mail llasseube@wzwlw.com.
There is no charge for the dinner or program
and you will receive one hour of MCLE credit.

Our two California locations include:

Los Angeles 
818-981-4226

Orange County 
949-219-9816

E-mail: expert@wzwlh.com    www.wzwlh.com

Certified Public 
ACCOUNTANTS

Expert Witnesses

Forensic Accountants

Business Appraisers

Marital Dissolution

Lost Earnings & Profits

Wrongful Termination

Fraud Investigation

Judge Thomas Anderle, June Anderle, Judge Donna 
Geck, and Jessica Graham

2013 SBWL President Danielle De Smeth and Featured 
Speaker Professor Laurie Levenson

SBWL Annual Dinner 
December 9, 2013

Officer Keld Hove escorts Commissioner Maxwell
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2013 President Danielle De Smeth greets guests at SBWL’s 
Annual Dinner and 25th Anniversary Celebration

Commissioner Pauline Maxwell receives the 2013 Deborah Talmage Attorney of the Year Award 
with family and friends

Featured Speaker Professor Laurie Levenson

Past President Angela Roach, Past Attorney of the Year 
Award recipient Judge Donna Geck

Past President Jill Friedman, Women Lawyers of Ventura County 
President Katie Becker, and Gisele Goetz

SBWL Founder Deborah Talmage and 
founding board member Nancy Sieh
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Victoria Lindenauer, Esq.
MEDIATOR

Streamlined
Approach

Results
Cost Effective

Over 25 years PI litigation
on the Central Coast

805.730.1959  |  www.lindenauermediation.com
lindenauer_mediation@cox.net

Trained Mediator:
Straus Institute

Pepperdine Univ.

Mediation Panelist:
Santa Barbara, Ventura

San Luis Obispo,
Resolute Systems, LLC
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Criminal Justice

P

The Limits of 
game Theory on 
Important Legal 
Issues
By roBert Sanger

Robert Sanger

olitical strategists often talk in terms of targeting the 
“persuadable middle.” This term is used regarding 
volatile issues like same-sex marriage, war, or the 

death penalty. It is a core feature of undergraduate “game 
theory” classes taught within Economics departments but 
it is also a concept that has become a staple of political 
campaign consultants.

The “persuadable middle” concept is severely flawed in 
practice. Recent scholarly research has shown that the very 
fact of utilizing economic “game theory” and concepts like 
the “persuadable middle” has unintended consequences. By 
staying away from moral discourse in potentially volatile 
debates and focusing instead on the economic self-interest 
of the “persuadable middle,” the debates lose authenticity. 
In this Criminal Justice column, we will look at the conse-
quences of this approach when applied to the death penalty.

Game Theory
Game theory has a certain attraction. It both seems to 

explain and to be predictive of things in the world. It has 
underpinnings in philosophy and psychology, but it was 
developed by economists in the 1970’s to the level of a 
college class.

Game theory involves a mathematical and logical model 
in which, given a certain body of information and an as-
sumption of rationality of the actor and all other actors in 
the situation, a calculus based on utility can predict the 
choices of the individual and the group. These choices are 
based on the economic self-interest of the actors. Economic 
self-interest is generally direct monetary or proprietary 
advantage but may include other aspects of self-interest. 
Roughly translated into majoritarian election politics, the 
strategy to win the election is to create a situation in which 
the proponents can convince a majority to believe it is in 
their economic self-interest to vote in the proponents’ favor.

Many illustrations of this rudimentary view of game 
theory seem to validate the mathematical logic of this self-
interested choice. One application, for instance, pertains 
to bipartisan elections involving primaries and a general 

election. It is presented as 
a situation in which there 
are voters equally distrib-
uted along a continuum 
of 1 to 10, 1 being most 
conservative and 10 being 
most liberal. The Con-
servative and the Liberal 
candidates each compete 
in the primaries for their 
party’s nomination. Then 
the two nominees com-
pete for the overall major-
ity vote.

Most Conservative Par-
ty voters range from 1 to 
5 and most Liberal party voters range from 6 to 10. There-
fore, the candidates in the primaries focus their message 
(their promise if elected) on the “base” within their party 
(2 through 4’s for the Conservatives and 7 through 9’s for 
the Liberals). However, when the primaries are over, the 
nominees move their message to target the “persuadable 
middle,” the 5’s and 6’s. Game theory dictates that the 1 
through 3’s will go for the Conservative candidate no matter 
what, as will the 8 through 10’s to the Liberal. Therefore, 
the message (promises) of both candidates in the general 
election starts to sound very similar.

This is, in fact, roughly what happens in presidential 
elections in the United States. As a result, we generally 
do not elect leaders, but we elect people whose campaign 
managers have done polling and focus groups to see what 
the “persuadable middle” wants to hear. The simple view 
is that leadership, charisma, and moral discourse (unless 
prepackaged as sound bites that the middle already wants 
to hear) will be not only a distraction but will actually de-
crease the chances of the candidate winning the election.

Of course, the problem with this is that it does exclude 
moral leadership which, in fact, has made a difference in 
history. And, by excluding moral leadership, it condemns us 
to play the economists’ game theory game with the result-
ing inauthentic results. In other words, game theory requires 
that the voters behave as if only motivated by maximizing 
their self-interest. Therefore, by campaigning in a way that 
is designed to appeal to this maximization of self-interest, 
the issues become only those of self-interest. That limitation 
leads to the removal of moral discourse from the campaign 
and contributes to cynicism on the part of a large segment 
of the voters who perceive the inauthenticity.

Modern game theory scholarship has recognized that 
there are many factors at work in political decisions in 
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addition to self-interest.1 People, as members of society, 
generally have a concept of justice that is greater than their 
own self-interest, and they have an expectation that others 
do too, to one extent or another. Most voters do not con-
sider themselves economically self-interested sociopaths 
and they expect (hope) that most other voters are not. So 
there is a natural inclination to want to address moral issues 
and to have them addressed by others who are considering 
social policy.

The political strategist version of economic game theory 
appeals only to economic self-interest and rejects the power 
of moral discourse. It does not give the voters the respect 
most would like to be shown by honest, rational moral 
debate. It does not take into account the power that strong 
moral beliefs have in persuading even those who do not 
fully convert to the persuader’s views that some sort of 
resolution is fair. It does not take into account that leaders 
can actually lead and change opinions.

Michael Sandel, a philosopher on the faculty at Harvard, 
has discussed this trend toward the cynical disregard of 
moral discourse in his most recent book, What Money Can’t 
Buy.2 He gives numerous examples of “market triumpha-
lism” and “market reasoning” which tend to pre-empt moral 
discourse. He concludes that moral discourse is not only 
relevant but necessary when we are making decisions as 
members of society. The question is not necessarily eco-
nomic self-interest, it is “how we want to live together.” 
That is a much more ramiculated decision, informed, in 
part, by the general moral acceptance of justice.3

The Death Penalty
So, what about the death penalty?  Can it be reduced to 

an issue of economic self-interest?  Even if it can, should 
it be?  Certainly, the killing of a human being by the state 
involves moral issues for most people whichever way they 
finally come out on the issue. People who are opposed to 
the death penalty so much so that they are willing to dedi-
cate time, effort, and money to end executions, probably 
feel passionately, and those who favor executions to the 
extent of fighting to keep them do as well. Few people are 
being fooled to think that a debate on ending state killing 
is not being fueled by volatile views on both sides. It is 
true that economic arguments may have persuasive effect 
but to deny the moral discourse is to be inauthentic and 
invite cynicism.

In California last year, Proposition 34 was on the Novem-
ber ballot. It was entitled the “SAFE California Initiative” 
which was an acronym for the “Savings Accountability Full 
Enforcement” Act. That, in turn, was supposed to refer to 
saving tax money, accounting for it, and then using it to 

fully enforce the criminal laws, to wit, resulting in a “safe” 
California. Opponents argued that this was deliberate 
mislabeling since Proposition 34 actually sought to repeal 
the death penalty. 

The strategy of some of the people involved the cam-
paign was, in fact, to focus on the economic self-interests 
of the “persuadable middle.” Moral discourse was actively 
discouraged. Following rudimentary game theory, strate-
gists depended on polling to determine what the “persuad-
able middle” wanted to hear. The strategy discounted the 
power of moral leadership, charisma, and persuasion. On 
the other side there were certainly people who supported 
the death penalty who were vocal in advocating death on 
moral grounds. Yet taking a moral position against the death 
penalty was discouraged even though there is good reason 
to think that the moral balance of the voters actually tipped 
in favor of abolition.4

I am not making a claim that the campaign would have 
been successful had it included, along with the self-interest 
arguments, strong discourse on the moral issues.5 Yet, there 
were many advocates during the campaign who voiced 
opinions that the economic game theory model should have 
only been one part of the campaign. There were those who 
said that the leaders should have led rather than followed 
polls and focus groups. There were voters who claimed that 
they ultimately did not vote for the Proposition because of 
what they claimed was deceptive advertising. Of course, 
there were those who voted for it because of the economic 
argument and, perhaps, some who were fooled into not 
thinking it was really about ending the death penalty. There 
were also some who did not vote, on both sides, because 
of a cynical view towards the politics, and yet others who 
might have come out to oppose it more vehemently if the 
moral issue had been pushed.

So, we do not know what would have happened in the 
Proposition 34 election if there had been more authentic 
moral discourse. Maybe the only reason the vote was so 
close was that the economic game theory worked. We just 
do not know. It is not the claim here that there was a better 
strategy to win. The claim is that important moral issues, 
like the death penalty, require moral discourse.

Conclusion
So, we are worse off as a society by avoiding moral dis-

course. The death penalty, like other important moral issues 
facing the voters, is about how we want to live together. 
We should be honest and authentic in any campaign that 
we engage in where we are seeking to change fundamental 
social policies. It is recognized by scholars like Sandel, that 
forgoing moral discourse and reverting to economic self-
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SBL History, continued from page 8

interest ignores an important aspect of our social existence. 
And, it is also recognized, in current scholarship on game 
theory, that moral discourse can affect the outcome.  

Robert Sanger is a Certified Criminal Law Specialist and has 
been practicing as a criminal defense lawyer in Santa Barbara 
for over 40 years. He is a partner in the firm of Sanger Swysen & 
Dunkle. Mr. Sanger is Immediate Past President of California At-
torneys for Criminal Justice (CACJ), the statewide criminal defense 
lawyers’ organization. He is a Director of Death Penalty Focus. 
Mr. Sanger is a Member of the ABA Criminal Justice Sentencing 
Committee and the NACDL Death Penalty Committee. He is 
also a Member of the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science (AAAS). 

endnoteS
1 See, for instance, Skyrms, Brian, Evolution of the Social Contract. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (1996).
2 Farrar, Straus and Giroux (2012). This follows on his general theme 

in Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do?  Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
(2009).

3 Skyrms describes the moral and political goals and desires of 
individuals in society as among the “equilibria” that derive from 
cultural evolution and learning and result in moral decisions. 
Evolution of the Social Contract, 109.

4 While the Proposition failed by a margin of 52% to 48%, many 
people vote against all initiatives. If we are going to place weight 
in economic game theory, we have to acknowledge the fact that 
the campaign in support of Proposition 34 raised $7,400,000 while 
the opposition only raised $391,900. While there can be many 
reasons for the extent of the disparity in fundraising, the fact is 
that there were many times more people willing to invest money 
in passing the Proposition than to defeat it.

5 Admittedly, I think that might have put it over the top but that is 
just my thought. There is no way to do empirical research because 
the moral position was actively discouraged.

•	 Channel	Counties	 Legal	 Services	 solicited	 ideas	
from the community on legal priorities.

•	 Barristers	Club	announced	a	luncheon	meeting	to	
be held on January 27, 1999 featuring Judge Denise 
DeBellefeuille speaking on the topic of “Common 
Courtroom Errors, How Not to Drop the Ball in 
Department 6.”

20 years ago, January 1994
•	 The	publication	was	known	as	“The	Quibbler.”

•	 Then	SBCBA	President,	Weldon	Howell,	 Jr.,	 au-
thored, “President’s Message.”

•	 James	R.	Nichols,	Jr.,	the	recipient	of	the	first-ever	
Pro Bono Award of the SBCBA for spending more 
than 400 hours representing the Chumash Indians 
against Wal-Mart to protect their sacred Indian 
burial grounds, authored an article entitled, “On 
Pro Bono Work and the Law.”

•	 David	Krieger	authored	an	article	entitled,	“Estab-
lishing an International Criminal Court.” 

P E T R U  C O R P O R A T I O N  
A FULL SERVICE LAND COMPANY 

Title Searches/Reports 
Title Consulting/Research 
Oil, Gas, Mineral Land Consulting 
Water, Geothermal, Wind & Solar 
Management/Administration 
Leasing & Land Contracts 
Title Engineering 
Right-of-Way Consulting 
Environmental Studies 
Subdivisions/Parcel Maps 
Permits/Regulatory Compliance 
Expert Witness & Due Diligence 
Map Drafting / AutoCAD 

T I M O T H Y  B .  T R U W E  

Registered Professional Landman 
Registered Environmental 

Property Assessor 

250 Hallock Dr., Suite 100 
Santa Paula, CA  93060-9218 

(805) 933-1389 
Fax (805) 933-1380 

http://www.PetruCorporation.com 
Petru@PetruCorporation.com 

 

Review Pending
Highlighting Public Information About 
Cases of Local Interest Under Review

Case: Ennabe v. Manosa (S1895772) , previously published 
at 190 Cal.App.4th 197.

California Supreme Court Status: Argued before the 
California Supreme Court on December 4, 2013. 

Issue: The Court has identified the following issues for 
review: (1) Is a person who hosts a party at a residence, 
and who furnishes alcoholic beverages and charges an ad-
mission fee to uninvited guests, a “social host” within the 
meaning of Civil Code section 1714, subdivision (c), and 
hence immune from civil liability for furnishing alcoholic 
beverages?  (2) Under the circumstances here, does such 
a person fall within an exception stated by Business and 
Professions Code section 25602.1 to the ordinary immu-
nity from civil liability for furnishing alcoholic beverages 
provided by Business and Professions Code section 25602, 
subdivision (b)?  
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                                  Payments received è On or before 1-10-2014 After 1-10-2014 
  SBCBA Members $110.00	   $130.00	  

Registration Form   Non-SBCBA Members $160.00	   $175.00	  
    

Name Email Firm Membership status 
   qMbr   qNon-mbr 
   qMbr   qNon-mbr 

   Payment: ___  SBCBA members at               q $110      q $130            _______.00 
  ___  non-SBCBA members at        q $160      q $175    _______.00     à    Total: $_________ 

To register and pay by credit card, call SBCBA at 569-5511. Otherwise, mail completed registration form with payment  
to SBCBA, 15 West Carrillo, Ste. 106, Santa Barbara, CA 93101. Attach additional sheets for additional registrants. 

 
 

 

Also Featuring 
The Second Amendment and Assault Weapons,  

A Debate of Constitutional Proportions. 
Adam Winkler, UCLA Professor of Law and 

 Chuck Michel, Winner of NRA Defender of Justice Award 
 

6 hours of MCLE, including mandatory subject units 
   

When: Saturday, 1/25/2014  
Where: The Santa Barbara Mission 
See schedule of classes this issue. 

 

Gold Sponsor: 
Norman Schall & 

Associates, Certified 
Court Reporters 

 
 

Ben c h  & Ba r  
C o n f e r e n c e  

 

Keynote Address by  
United States 

Congresswoman  
Lois Capps 
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O’Reilly v. United States of America
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, WESTERN DIVISION

CASE NUMBER: CV-12-04365-PJW
TYPE OF CASE: Personal Injury
TYPE OF PROCEEDING: Bench trial
JUDGE: Hon. Patrick J. Walsh
LENGTH OF TRIAL: 1 week
LENGTH OF DELIBERATIONS: 10 days
DATE OF JUDGMENT: November 13, 2013
PLAINTIFFS: Rory O’Reilly and Laura Jewitt O’Reilly
PLAINTIFFS’ COUNSEL: Martin E. Pulverman and Raymond J. Pulverman of Pulverman & Pulverman, LLP
DEFENDANT: United States of America
DEFENDANT’S COUNSEL: Terrence M. Jones, Assistant United States Attorney

OVERVIEW OF CASE: This Federal Tort Claims Act action stems from a bicycle/automobile collision that occurred on 
February 8, 2011 in the foothills above Santa Barbara.

FACTS AND CONTENTIONS: On February 8, 2011, Plaintiff Rory O’Reilly was traveling downhill on his bicycle on 
a road that is popular among amateur and professional cyclists when a U.S. Forest Service truck drove on the opposite 
side of an “S-curve” and collided with him. The driver of the truck was blinded by the sun and veered onto the wrong 
side of the road. The driver was in the course and scope of employment with the United States Forest Service. Plaintiffs 
contended that the driver of the truck was negligent. Defendant contended that Plaintiff was racing in the evening and 
due to his speed was unable to take evasive action.
 
SUMMARY OF CLAIMED DAMAGES: Plaintiff Rory O’Reilly sustained a fractured scapula, clavicle, eight ribs and fe-
mur. He also suffered a punctured lung. He underwent surgery to repair the fractures and was confined to a wheelchair 
for three months. He had subsequent surgeries to remove metal plates and screws and scar tissue. Plaintiff missed time 
from work as a finish carpenter. Although he returned to work on a part-time basis after 7 months, he continues to be 
partially disabled.

Plaintiff Rory O’Reilly claimed past medical expenses of $216,248, past loss of earnings of $82,180, future loss of earn-
ings of $296,000, property damage of $3,490, and future medical expenses for shoulder and knee surgery and physical 
therapy. His wife, Plaintiff Laura O’Reilly, claimed loss of consortium damages. 

Defendant contended Plaintiff did not require future medical care. Defendant contended that Plaintiff’s injuries should 
not prevent him from his work as a finish carpenter. Defendant contended that the collision was not severe and did not 
warrant an award to the spouse for loss of consortium.

RESULT: The Court entered a judgment for Plaintiff and awarded Rory O’Reilly $1,222,703.64 and Laura O’Reilly $65,000. 

verdicts and 
Decisions
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Volunteer scorers are needed to help make this an effective competition and a 
rewarding experience for our local high school students. Interested attorneys, 
paralegals and legal professionals are invited to apply now to serve as scorers. 
The participating schools this year are Cabrillo, Carpinteria, Dos Pueblos, 
Laguna Blanca, Pioneer Valley, San Marcos, Santa Barbara, Santa Maria, and 
Santa Ynez Valley Union.   
 
The competition is always impressive.  It is sponsored by The Constitutional 
Rights Foundation, the Santa Barbara County Education Office, and the Santa 
Barbara County Superior Court. 
 
When:  Preliminary Rounds:  Saturday, February 22nd   

  Semi-Finals and Finals:  Saturday, March 1st   
   Both days feature a morning and afternoon session.    
Where:  1100 Anacapa Street (courthouse) in Santa Barbara  
 
Santa Barbara Paralegal Association is sponsoring a free one hour MCLE 
training in mid-February.  Training is required to score.  Scorers are expected 
to review the material before the training session. 
 
How to Apply:  Email your desire to be considered as a scorer and your 
preferred sessions of competition (see above) to Josefina Martinez at 
jmartinez@sbcourts.org.  The greatest need is on February 22nd.  A packet 
will be provided by return email.  Mock Trial Program Coordinators Josefina 
Martinez and Stephanie Robbins will schedule scorers. 
  
   Hon. Brian Hill, Judge of the Superior Court for the County of Santa Barbara    

2014 High School Mock Trial Competition 
Call for Scorers  

Disclosure:  This activity may endanger your misanthrope card.  These are our county’s kids 
working hard on something besides Twitter. Come. Score.  Be dazzled.  
                                             Donna Lewis, Past President, SBCBA  
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If you have news to report - e.g. a new practice, a new hire or 
promotion, an appointment, upcoming projects/initiatives by local 
associations, an upcoming event, engagement, marriage, a birth 
in the family, etc… - The Santa Barbara Lawyer editorial board 
invites you to “Make a Motion!”. Send one to two paragraphs 
for consideration by the editorial deadline to our Motions editor, 
Mike Pasternak at pasterna@gmail.com. If you submit an ac-
companying photograph, please ensure that the JPEG or TIFF file 
has a minimum resolution of 300 dpi. Please note that the Santa 
Barbara Lawyer editorial board retains discretion to publish or not 
publish any submission as well as to edit submissions for content, 
length, and/or clarity.

The 2014 High School Mock Trial Competition 
will be taking place Saturday, February 22, 2014 
(Preliminary Rounds) and Saturday, March 1 (Semi-
Finals and Finals) at the Historic Santa Barbara 
Courthouse (1100 Anacapa Street). This competition, 
sponsored this year by The Constitutional Rights 
Foundation, the Santa Barbara County Education 
Office and the Santa Barbara County Superior 
Court, is always impressive. The participating schools 
this year are Cabrillo, Carpinteria, Dos Pueblos, Lagu-
na Blanca, Pioneer Valley, San Marcos, Santa Barbara, 
Santa Maria and Santa Ynez Valley Union. 

Volunteer scorers are needed to help make this an effective 
competition and a rewarding experience for our local high 
school students. The Santa Barbara Paralegal Associa-
tion is sponsoring a free one hour MCLE training in mid-
February (training is required to score). Interested attorneys, 
paralegals, and legal professionals are invited to apply 
now to serve as scorers by emailing Josefina Martinez at 
jmartinez@sbcourts.org. 

The Santa Barbara Barristers are pleased to announce that 
Jameson Acos, Lauren Wideman, Joseph Billings, and 
Carissa Horowitz have joined the Barristers board of 
directors. 

The Barristers also bid a fond farewell to four board 
members: outgoing President Robert Forouzandeh, out-
going Secretary Timothy Deakyne, outgoing Social Media 
Chair Mike Pasternak, and outgoing Membership Chair 
Christine Chambers.

The Barristers thank the outgoing directors for their ser-
vice and look forward to working with the new directors 
in the upcoming year.

The law firm of Sanger Swysen & Dunkle is pleased to an-
nounce that Julie Lawrence and Jeffrey Sanger have joined 
the firm as associates. 

Classifieds

SHARE ATTORNEY SUITE
225 E. Carrillo St. #202

Large office with shared common area
reception and secretary area

copy machine and fax included
covered parking space

3 minutes to Courthouse
(805) 963-4484 available now
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AssociAte Attorneys WAnted
Dynamic Southern California law firm with offices in 
Santa Barbara and Costa Mesa has immediate opening 
for 2 full-time Associate Attorneys; one in each location. 
Applicants must have 2 to 3 years of litigation experience. 
Practical legal writing and litigation experience are a must. 
Please submit cover letter, resume, & writing sample to 
sblawdirector@gmail.com. 

Business & estAte 
PlAnning Attorney

Buynak, Fauver, Archbald & Spray is Santa Barbara’s pre-
mier business law firm, representing companies throughout 
the Central Coast for their business and litigation matters. 
We are adding a business attorney, who will also have 
responsibilities in the estate planning area. Tax knowledge 
and planning are desirable. 

This position will assist clients from start-up through 
operations and exit strategies, with their formations, cor-
porate governance and maintenance, real estate, intellectual 
property, securities, tax and other situations. Our ideal 
candidate is someone with 3-5 years of relevant experience 
with excellent academic credentials. Your experience should 
include entity formations, corporate governance and general 
contract drafting as well as business sales and acquisitions, 
private offerings and financing, securities qualifications, 
licensing, real estate, and other business transactions. 

We enjoy our practice and each of our team members, 
along with the excellence that each provides our clients. 
We are a 10-attorney law firm, strategically situated in the 
business hub of Santa Barbara, with an additional office 
in the Santa Ynez Valley. Our website at www.bfaslaw.
com provides you a glimpse of our attorneys as well as 
the transactions and litigation in which they’ve been in-
volved, along with a full panoramic view of the office and 
its majestic views over the city to the courthouse or to the 
islands. Please contact our Firm Manager, Michelle Wein-
man	at	mweinman@bfaslaw.com.	Thanks	for	your	interest!

 
ANTICOUNI & ASSOCIATES  

AND 
BRUCE N. ANTICOUNI  

 
TAKE PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING THE RELOCATION OF THEIR OFFICES TO 

 
1224 COAST VILLAGE CIRCLE, SUITE 16 

SANTA BARBARA, CA 93108 
 
MR. ANTICOUNI HAS OVER 42 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE HELPING EMPLOYEES SEEKING 

RECOURSE FOR VIOLATIONS OF CALIFORNIA AND FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT LAWS, ASSISTING 
EMPLOYERS AVOID COSTLY EMPLOYMENT LITIGATION AND LITIGATING WHEN APPROPRIATE.  
 

BOTH THE ANTICOUNI FIRM AND MR. ANTICOUNI HAVE OBTAINED A RATING OF AV.   
 
THE ANTICOUNI FIRM HAS OBTAINED OVER 100 MILLION DOLLARS FOR CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYEES AND OVER TWO MILLION DOLLARS IN CY PRES FUNDS FOR LOCAL NON-PROFITS IN 
THE PAST 25 YEARS.* 

 
REFERRAL FEES ON CONTINGENCY CASES PAID PURSUANT TO STATE BAR RULES. 

 
TELEPHONE: 805/845.0864              

FAX: 805/845.0965            
E-Mail: banticouni@gmail.com 
www.anticouniassociates.com 

*THIS DOES NOT GUARANTEE, WARRANTY, OR PREDICT THE OUTCOME OF ANY PARTICULAR CASE. 
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January 2014 Calendar

    1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30 

 6  Santa Barbara Lawyer Submission Deadline 

 11-12  The Third Annual Paradise Invitational Inter-collegiate 
Mock Trial Tournament

 25  Santa Barbara County Bar Association Bench and Bar 
Conference

 25  Wine Country MCLE Seminar 

They don’t have a regular
maintenance program.

They didn’t perform aircraft
checkups last month.

They require no written flight documents.

They have poor security procedures.








Why bet the success of your firm

on a “fix it when it breaks”
network support strategy?

Computers • Networks • IT Support
Data Protection & Recovery • Business Phone Solutions

CALL TODAY! 805-967-8744
www.synergyinc.net/sblawyer

Would You Fly On This Airline?

Wine Country MCLE Seminar
JANUARY 25, 2014 8AM TO 4:15PM

Building and Expanding a 
21st Century Law Practice:

Technology, the Cloud and Ethics
Approval for this activity is pending. This program will qualify for six (6) hours 

MCLE credit of which five and one-half (5.5) hours will be in the area of legal ethics

REGISTRATION:
• Online at www.communityprograms.net or by calling 805-546-3132
• Fee $295. Includes Saturday lunch and local wine tasting
• Discounted room rates for those staying at La Quinta Inn & Suites.

Guests provided with wine country goodie bags and breakfast reception

LOCATION: 
• Cuesta College North County Campus, Paso Robles, CA 93446
• Local wine pouring to follow at La Quinta Inn & Suites

Get 6 hours MCLE Credit, a fresh catered lunch, 
and experience exceptional wines with a 
weekend in Paso Robles wine country!

Retirement of Santa Barbara 
City Attorney and Appointment 
of Acting City Attorney

  On December 28, 2013, Santa Barbara City At-
torney Steve Wiley will retire and in doing so will 
conclude his career of over thirty years as part of 
the City’s legal team.  Mr. Wiley has indicated he 
intends to enter private practice.

  Sarah Knecht, who has been with the City 
Attorney’s Office since 2004, will become Acting 
City Attorney while a nationwide search is con-
ducted for a permanent replacement.  A graduate 
of California State University-Dominguez Hills and 
the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge School 
of Law, Ms. Knecht was previously with Hatch & 
Parent (now Brownstein, Hyatt, Farber, Schreck) 
and Rutan and Tucker.

  The City Attorney’s office employs five full-time 
attorneys and several support staff.  
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       Robert J. Rodino, Ph.D.
       Real Estate Expert Witness 
              Research & Testimony
      All Major Property Types

            Acquisitions & Dispositions, Development
       Property Mgmt, Investment Analysis, Brokerage
                Affiliate Member Santa Barbara Bar Association

bobrodino@aol.com             310-459-9474
www.RodinoAssociates.com             310-614-2193

Lawyer Referral Service • 
805.569.9400

Santa Barbara County’s ONLY State Bar Certified 
Lawyer Referral Service • A Public Service of 

the Santa Barbara County Bar Association

•  Property valuations
•  Property dispositions
•  Property acquisitions
•  Lease negotiations

Helping you serve your clients’
commercial real estate needs:

HayesCommercial.com
222 E. Carrillo St, Suite 101
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(805) 563-2111

To schedule a consultation, please call 805-879-7517  
15 West Carrillo, Suite 300  •  Santa Barbara, CA 93101
info@elinorreiner.com • www.elinorreiner.com
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For your Real Estate needs, choose 
carefully and choose experience!

“I’ve been a Lawyer for 22 years and a Real Estate Broker with 
my own company for over 19 years.”

“As a real estate company owner beginning my 20th year of serving Santa Barbara, I look 
forward to helping you buy or sell real estate property, and as always, personally dedicating 
myself to striving for excellence in every transaction. My expertise and detailed knowledge of 
properties includes Montecito, Hope Ranch, Carpinteria, Summerland, Goleta, Santa Barbara, 
and all the surrounding beach communities.”

Over $500,000,000
Sold Since January 1, 2000    Among the top 10 agents in Santa Barbara 

(per MLS Statistics in Gross Sales Volume)

•  Intensive Marketing Plan for 
each listing

•  Member, Santa Barbara, Ventura, 
and Santa Ynez Real Estate 
Boards

•  Expert witness in Real Estate 
and Divorce Matters, and Estate 
Planning

•  Licensed Attorney, Professor 
Real Estate Laws Course at 
SBCC

1086 Coast Village Road, Santa Barbara, California 93108    •    Office 805 969-1258    •    Cell 805 455-8910
To view my listings visit www.garygoldberg.net   •  Email gary@coastalrealty.com

Gary Goldberg
Real Estate Broker • Licensed Attorney
UC Hastings College of Law • Order of the Coif

DRE License # 01172139


