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 EDITOR’S WINDOW
by Shoshanna McCollum
editor@fireisland-news.com

ON THE COVER:  
Photo: Sean Fitzthum

The Long  
Short Summer
I CAN’T TAKE CREDIT for the headline. This was 
a term our Managing Editor Lorna Luniewski coined 
when we started newspaper production again, and it 
sums up our publishing season perfectly. We got a late 
start, and we are wrapping up early. Such decisions have 
been necessary in order to keep operations sustainable 
in this most unusual of summers for all of us.

Like a somber companion, COVID-19 was a 
presence never far away, and that was echoed in our 
news coverage: every masked face that stood before 
our cameras, our columns and news articles where the 
subject seeped in even when we were writing about 
something else, and the difficult decisions we had to 
make in the news room that would not have been a 
concern had circumstances been different. 

Still I can’t help but be proud. In reimagining 
how to do things, we broke out of old routines and 
produced some of our best work this summer. And 
I am not just talking about our team of contributors 
that rose to the occasion. Our newspaper is but a 
reflection of the 17 Fire Island communities and 
greater Long Island towns and hamlets that bravely 
faced unprecedented challenges every day.

So I close out this season with a few personal 
words of thanks to our own unsung heroes at Fire 
Island News. Managing Editor Lorna Luniewski’s 
name may not be on any of the impressive haul of 
journalism awards we won this year, but her imprint is 
on all of them for it is her astute proofs and feedback 
that turned good enough news articles into great ones. 
Our Webmaster Rena Dalen of PalilaStudio.com who 
had our backs as the FIN website was increasingly 
relied upon due to the pandemic as well as growing 
year-round demands. Then of course there is Pamela 
Gurman of Fat Cat Graphics who juggles the copy, 
photos and ads while never forgetting that a book 
should not be judged by its cover – but that an 
attractive one makes us appealing on the newsstands!

I urge you all to please read FIN Publisher Craig 
Low’s statement on the next page, where he continues 
our message on behalf of the publication. 

Stay safe, healthy and happy everyone.
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 FROM THE PUBLISHERS DESK

WHEN WE FIRST started planning for the 2020 
summer publishing season of the Fire Island News 
back in January, COVID was that virus only in China, 
the economy was humming at a 
record pace and city streets were 
calm at a midwinter’s rest. 

By early April, it was clear 
that there was to be a radical and 
significant impact of COVID to 
the lives of tens of thousands 
and damage to the economy. The 
killing of George Floyd in May 
signaled that the country was on 
notice for the demands of much 
needed social reforms.     

How quickly the country and 
world changed in a few months.

Locally, Suffolk County, the  
Towns of Islip and Brookhaven as well as the 
Fire Island communities found themselves in 
the near epicenter of COVID and its devas-
tating effects upon our community. The terms 
social distancing and self-quarantine were the 
new normal, and had tremendous impact on  
local business.

In early May, I began questioning wheth-
er we would be able to actually publish the Fire 
Island News this summer. As an advertising reve-
nue dependent publication, I saw the economic 
devastation to our local businesses and the possi-
ble limits on tourism and guests visiting the Fire 
Island communities.  

By Memorial Day there were a few glimmers 
of light. Restaurants were opening and adhering 
to social distancing and wearing of masks allowed 

for getting out of the house and to the 
enjoyment of the start of summer.

Being mindful of the local business 
economic concerns and also believing 
that there would be a reader’s appe-
tite for the Fire Island News, we took 
a leap of faith and committed to print-
ing four issues for the months of July 
and August.

We were very fortunate to have 
many local businesses believe in and 
support local journalism and the Fire 
Island News! Without support from 
these advertisers, the Fire Island News 
would not be possible, in this or any 

year. With the current struggles that local business-
es face, to give that extra commitment and invest-
ment with their precious advertising budget to again 
support the Fire Island News this summer is great-
ly appreciated.  

We thank our advertisers for allowing us at the 
Fire Island News to print our 64th season!   

To our loyal readers, thank you for your 
comments and feedback throughout the summer.  

It’s hard to predict the future, but rest assured, 
the Fire Island News will be celebrating 65 years of 
publishing next summer.

Sincerely,
Craig Low
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NPS in Distress: COVID-19 and its Effects  
on Our National Parks  
By Mariana Dominguez

WHEN THE NATIONAL PARK Service (NPS) was 
established in 1916 by Woodrow Wilson its intended 
purpose was “to conserve the scenery and the natural 
and historic objects and the wild life therein and to 
provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner 
and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for 
the enjoyment of future generations.” Over 100 years 
later, the great outdoors has never been as popular 
or as important for the nation’s collective well-being 
than current times when all were required to stay in-
side for months due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

During the peak of the pandemic some nation-
al parks closed entirely or readjusted schedules for 
the times. Restrictions have loosened in the past few 
months and since then visitors have flocked to the 
parks to enjoy some well-deserved fresh air. Unfor-
tunately, many times some of these visitors leave de-
struction and trash in their wake, therefore damaging 
the parks.

In late July, Fire Island Lighthouse was defaced 
with graffiti across its bottom-most day-mark white 
stripe. In a previous Fire Island News article FINS 
Superintendent Alexcy Romero stated the incident 
was part of an ongoing investigation by the National 
Park Service law enforcement and did not elaborate 
on what the graffiti said or depicted.

The incident reflected a larger trend country-
wide of national parks being defaced, trashed or 

vandalized since the onset of the coro-
navirus. Some incidents have come as 
a result of the country’s recent reck-
oning with systemic racism and may 
be intended as more of a protest and 
statement rather than simply a graffi-
ti artist’s tag. For instance, in July, the 
National Park Service posted on their 
website that they were “investigating 
recent graffiti vandalism on the Rob-
ert E. Lee statue at Antietam National 
Battlefield.” Lee was the commander 
of the Confederate States Army during 
the Civil War and many statues and 
monuments of him around the country 
have been defaced in recent years.

There also have been incidents 
such as the one at Zion National Park, 
Utah, in early August where the Na-
tional Park Service sought information about “the 
vandalism of sandstone.” Six bright blue squares 
were painted on sandstone in the park. The park ser-
vice believed the paint was part of a masonry or art 
project. In previous years there have been numerous 
cases of artists using national parks as their canvas. 
One high profile case involved artist Casey Nock-
ett who tagged national parks across the country 
but added her social media handle to the paintings, 

which allowed authorities to 
find her. This type of vandalism 
can damage the parks perma-
nently and are costly and time 
consuming to clean up. 

An article published in July 
by Time detailed the trash and 
graffiti pileup occurring at San-
ta Paula Canyon, California, 
since the onset of COVID-19. 
In addition, the article point-
ed out that the amount of out-
of-state visitors to the park had 
increased dramatically since the 
onset of the virus. 

On a recent trip to the Fire 
Island Lighthouse the path-
ways were squeaky clean with 
no trash or debris in site such 

as the situation at Santa Paula Canyon. The graffi-
ti on the lighthouse had been painted over so that 
nothing looked amiss. Many visitors milled about 
the area and all wore masks and adhered to social 
distancing guidelines. Though it is currently unclear 
whether the vandalism on the lighthouse was an act 
of protest, artist tagging or just a random event, even 
Fire Island was not immune to the national parks’  
larger problem. 

Graffiti on the base of Fire Island 
Lighthouse tower. Photo courtesy 
of one of our readers
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Deer Decision: FINS Lawsuit 
Returned Due to Technicality 
By Shoshanna McCollum

THE MOST RECENT ruling U.S. District Court 
Judge Sandra J. Feurstein made concerning the on-
going saga of the joint lawsuit of Animal Welfare 
Institute and Wildlife Preserves, Inc. against Fire Is-
land National Seashore (FINS) on Aug. 4, 2020, is 
an interesting one.

On one hand, Judge Feurstein moved in favor 
of  FINS stating that the lawsuit had a deficiency 
in its complaint that deer culling within the Sunken 
Forest violated a covenant included in the tracts of 
land that Sunken Forest Preserves deeded to Na-
tional Park Service (NPS) and FINS in 1966, be-
cause the action did not cite the United States as a 
defendant according to an article published by the 
legal journal Law360.

However this decision was made on a limited 
basis, for Feurstein has given the environmental 
groups until September to revise the 
complaint in order to correct the tech-
nical error. In addition, Feurstein de-
clined motions brought by NPS and 
FINS to dismiss the case.

“We are pleased with the ruling 
and will be submitting an amended 
complaint before the Sept. 4th dead-
line,” wrote Wildlife Preserves, Inc. 
Managing Trustee Anita Austenberg 
Shotwell when reached out to com-
ment. “The ruling against [Animal Welfare Insti-
tute and Wildlife Preserves, Inc.] was a procedural 
one, whereas the rejection of the NPS Motion to 
Dismiss claims are more substantive. We still have 
a long ways to go, but we are very much still in  
the game.” 

Animal Welfare Institute and Wildlife Preserves, 
Inc. originally filed their joint litigation against 
FINS on Nov. 29, 2017, in response to the entry of 
their White-tailed Deer Management Plan in the 
Federal Register on Dec. 31, 2015, and followed 
by an amended Record of Decision approved by 
NPS in May of 2016, with the said plan calling for 
culling of the deer herd by the use of professional 
sharpshooters as the “preferred choice” of popula-
tion management, after discontinuing years of con-
traceptive research of the herd between the years  
1993 to 2009.

An agreement to hold off on any culling ac-
tions until the court case had been decided was put 
aside after the retirement of longtime FINS Super-
intendent Chris Soller in 2018. Incoming FINS Su-
perintendent Alexcy Romero mobilized a winter 
2019 cull by contracting with the USDA to begin 
culling operations on grounds surrounding the Wil-
liam Floyd Estate, lands under FINS jurisdiction 
in Mastic Beach – lands that were not part of the 
court case dispute. A temporary restraining order on 
the William Floyd cull filed by joint plaintiffs did 
not prevail, and the deer cull went forward over the 
month of March in 2019.  

The next phase of this plan moved over to Fire 
Island proper in the winter of 2020. The USDA was 
not available to perform sharpshooting services 

within their desired timeframe, so FINS contracted 
with White Buffalo, Inc., a not for profit organiza-
tion based in East Haddam, Connecticut. The not 
for profit organization offers sharpshooting and 
managed hunt services, as well as sterilization and 
fertility control research of white-tailed deer.

After weeks of corn baiting, year round residents 
living close to FINS land tracts reported hearing the 
sounds of gunfire in close proximity to their homes, 
and one winter hiker even gave an eyewitness ac-
count of an incident within the Sunken Forest itself 
in early March. Sharpshooting operations con-
cluded at the start of  COVID-19 lockdowns. Two 
hundred and thirty deer were harvested from the 
cull according to a statement released by FINS on 
March 19, 2020.

While FINS would not disclose how much the 
contracted sharpshooting cost when we 
approached them for comment, White 
Buffalo’s website states that their fees 
range from $200-$400 per deer they 
kill, plus and additional $70-$125 for 
processing fees. At 230 animals, the tab 
estimates would range anywhere be-
tween $62,100 to $120,750. The press 
release also stated that 8,000 pounds of 
venison had been donated to Long Is-
land food pantries. This averages out to 

less than 35 pounds of meat per deer. 
“There is a substantial difference between a 

deer’s full body weight, weight of a field dressed 
deer (entrails or internal organs removed), and the 
weight of actual harvested meat (venison) from a 
deer,” wrote FINS Park Planner Kaetlyn Jackson in 
response to our question. 

In closing, since White Buffalo, Inc. also con-
ducts sterilization as well as sharpshooting/man-
aged hunt services, we also reached out to their 
Founder/President Anthony DeNicola  to ask if he 
thought culling was the best alternative for Fire Is-
land’s deer management.

 “I will do my best to answer [your questions] to 
the best of my ability as an ecologist and wildlife 
management/research contractor,” wrote DeNicola 
as we corresponded. “The awarded contract was for 
a sharpshooting operation... We have been involved 
in every approach to manage deer for over 25 years 
in a wide variety of environments. I support NPS’s 
decision to use professional sharpshooting given 
the need to incur an immediate and significant 
population reduction to restore the ecological in-
tegrity of the Park’s lands. The NPS plan only in-
cludes actions taken on federal tracts. Also, when 
assessing the type of development pattern in which 
the select management was intended (larger unde-
veloped tracts, versus developed neighborhoods), 
one of the first steps in the decision-making pro-
cess, professional culling is the most cost effective  
and humane.”

The most recent information on nps.gov states 
that FINS culling operations are expected to resume 
in the winter of 2021.
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WELL, THIS IS IT – our final column of 2020. 
People may be staying out later but we’re closing up 
sooner. Would this had been a Corvette rather than a 
Covid summer, but President Trump says President 
Xi had other plans, so amid such an embarrassment 
of mendacity, who’re you gonna believe?

Since many plan to stay island-embedded until 
the pipes in their un-winterized houses burst from 
the cold, some adjustments will be made to normal 
community schedules. The Post Office will remain 
open until Sept. 30, presuming, of course, the USPS 
is still … well, there. Things like twice-weekly 
sticky refuse pick-up will stick around longer, and 
other services (such as the market) may – or may 
not – be available later than usual. Keep watching 
the Village’s Mario-mails, and that goes too for 
communiqués from the Yacht Club, SCA, ferries and 
other attendant whatnot.

One event that’ll liven up September is Saltaire’s 
municipal election, pandemic-delayed from May. 
Five candidates will be on the ballot. Incumbent 
John Zaccaro Jr., is unopposed for his third term 
as Alcalde, while a four-way race is underway 
for the two open positions of Fiduciario between 
incumbents Frank Wolf and Hillary Richard and 
challengers Alex Chefetz and Will Obre. Personal 

registration days are Thursday, Sept. 3 (9 a.m.-5 p.m.) 
and Saturday, Sept. 5 (noon-5 p.m.) at the Village 
Hall, with voting Tuesday, Sept. 15, from noon to 9 
p.m., also at the Hall. Deadline for registering with 
the county is Sept. 5. Visit the Village’s website for 
information on these and additional election matters 
(like absentee ballots). Oh, SCA’s candidate forum 
will be podcast to eagerly-awaiting pods Sept. 12, 

at 11 a.m., viscerally and virtually viewable 
from the safety of your remote hide-out; 
SCA will transmit details.

Before proceeding further we take our 
annual pause to remember members of our 
community who passed away over the past 
year; limitations on space allow only their 
names this year, but that makes them no 
less important and no less dearly missed … 
Judith Antrobus, Marc Joseph, Genevieve 
Kahler, Ruelba Mulligan, Bob Lyons, Don 
Shea and Nancy Latham. Thanks for sharing 
a piece of your lives with us.

And so, the end, though hopefully not 
“the” end. It’s been a stressful season, 
things have been said or done that would 
have better been left un- and un-, but despite 
the duress we’ve held it together. We may 

have to endure yet another such summer, but the old 
adage holds: this too shall pass away. Eventually 
normality, perhaps altered a touch, will reassert 
itself. Cures come in many forms, something to bear 
in mind as Nov. 3 approaches. That’s when America 
has the chance to redeem itself and prove that its true 
greatness lies not in a slogan but in the goodness of 
its people. Don’t blow it.

S A LTA I R E
SALTAIRE SUMMERY by Hugh O’Brien 

Inspired by the joint SCA-Library program, Carla, Victor 
and Arthur Oudin’s “Lifecycle of the Monarch Butterfly” 
seized the throne at this year’s sandcastle contest.  
Photo courtesy SCA               
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“IT WAS THE BEST of times, it was the worst of 
times,” wrote Dickens of 18th-century London and 
Paris. He could have been speaking of our own cities 
and towns in 21st-century America, struggling and 
changing in ways most of us never could have imag-
ined. As a community, we have lost loved ones to 
disease. We have struggled to operate our business-
es and provide for our families. We have felt isolat-
ed and have worried about doing everything possible 
to save lives.

We have also come together and huddled close 
to those who mean the most to us. On Fire Island, 
our homes have increasingly been filled with our 
own families rather than visitors. Never before 
have so many children been able to receive their 
education amongst the waves and ocean breezes of 
our beautiful beach. We have become more acute-
ly aware of the good things in life as our lives have 
become simpler.

The Ocean Beach Fire Department, an integral 
part of our community, handled 39 calls in the 72 
hours after Tropical Storm Isaias hit the beach on 
Aug. 4. The department recently announced its new-
ly appointed officers: Chief Ian Levine, First Assis-
tant Chief Marty Lederman, Second Assistant Chief 
George Hesse, Third Assistant Chief Glen Roesch, 
Truck 1 Captain James Wicks, Truck 2 Captain Drew 

Becker, Truck 5 Captain Makai Ragusa, Truck 7 
Captain Robert Burke, and Rescue Captain and Sec-
retary-Treasurer Dale Wyckoff.

“We would like to thank Robert Thornberg and 
Chris Lincoln for their service and dedication,” said 
Chief Levine. The firefighters are stepping down as 
Truck 1 captain and third assistant chief, respectively.

The Ocean Beach Police Department, another 
essential part of our community, has seen a rise in 
calls this year. From May through mid-August, ap-
proximately 700 calls have been received compared 

to about 400 in the same period in 2019. The in-
crease can be attributed in part to social-distanc-
ing compliance checks for businesses, said Officer 
John Zois. He added that tickets and arrests are both 
down this year.

The department welcomed five new officers in 
2020: Krista Hiatrides, Mackenzie Buckley, Brian 
Redden, Anthony Lagastra, and Joseph Sardo. Offi-
cers have been proactive in providing face masks to 
those without them, an effort funded partially by the 
Ocean Beach Community Fund.

“Art on the Block, our re-envisioned art show, 
was a great success this year,” said Community Fund 
President Holly Etlin. “Much thanks to everyone 
who came out to support the event and our artists.”

“A big ‘thanks’ to all the retail stores and restau-
rants that are following present health codes and 
treating us with extra-special service,” said former 
Ocean Beach Association President Edith Charlton, 
echoing the thoughts of many.

As we focus on the good around us, we appre-
ciate former Village Trustee Jason Bendicksen, who 
donated a kidney to an Ocean Beach friend on Aug. 
12. Both patients are recovering well.

Together, we can make the best out of any cir-
cumstance. Until next year, keep smiling, show love 
to each other, and live your best life.

O C E A N  B E A C H  A R E A
by Joey Macellaro 

The community expresses its thanks to the 
staff of The Pantry and other essential workers.
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Day in the Life of Fire Island
Reader Contributed Photographs

Golden Days

James Hardy

Sandcastle window by Rachelle King.

While A Day in the Life has finished for the 2020 season, we 
welcome reader contributor photos year-round for consid-
eration on our website or Facebook page. Just message our 
page, or email us at editor@fireisland-news.com. Please 
limit submission to only your best photos, in jpeg format 
please. NOTE: Any submitted drone images must comply 
with FAA regulations concerning their use within national 
park jurisdiction, while posing no risk to pedestrians, wild-
life, or property in taking said image. In addition always be 
respectful of the environment and local wildlife when taking 
nature pictures outdoors.  – Thank you!

Lauren Chenault

Jo Ann Wanamaker

Sean Fitzthum

Robert Sherman
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AS THIS PANDEMIC summer winds down, there 
has been some small consolation in the fact that sev-
eral annual events still took place. Saturday, Aug. 
15, was the designated day. The Byrnes’, Tommy 
and Robbie, marked 35 years of wedded bliss the 
only way you can celebrate “Love in the Time of 
COVID-19.” They hosted a small dinner party with 
about 35 close friends and family at the Schooner 
Inn, the scene of their wedding in 1985. For Steve 
and me it was the perfect antidote to a summer of 
isolation and it was a nice surprise to see Donna and 
Mike Hemberger who came over for the day on their 
boat. Tommy and Robbie promise the usual blow out 
party next year.

Last column I wrote that there was no softball, 
but I must stand corrected! Rachelle King informed 
me that the guys play softball every Saturday and 
Sunday and practice on Wednesday evenings. The 
annual Over Under game, in honor of Doug Guri-
an and Doug Gardener who were lost on 9/11, took 
place on the 15th.  The “unders,” whose cut off age 
was 48, took the game 1-0. Pizza and drinks sup-
plied by Danielle Gardner, and hotdogs from Brett 
Notine and family were all appropriately socially 

distanced. Again, Joel Mandel 
provided the shirts – this time in 
neon yellow. 

The Ocean Bay Park Asso-
ciation had to forego its annu-
al Community Fair fundraiser 
so there was no Citarellla gour-
met food, Wendy Schech-
ter’s Yummy Bites or my clam 
chowder. Instead we held a raf-
fle. Florence Goldstein won the 
Apple 5 watch, the Floating Is-
land went home with the Solish-
es and MaryAnne Reuther got 
the T shirt memory quilt. The 
winner of the 50-50 was Mil-
dred Nece. On behalf of my co-
chairs, Dawn Cloutier and Lisa Jaffe, thank you to all 
OBPers who turned out in support.

This Sept. 11 marks the 19th anniversary of the 
World Trade Center bombings and I want to honor 
the recent passing of Tom Neal who has joined the 
list of first responders who gave their lives that day. 
Tom, a NYPD detective, was known and loved by so 

many of us here in the Park. He spent 
the past 25 summers here where he 
met his wife and soulmate, Pam Birn-
baum. We nicknamed him Cabana Boy 
and Tommy Tuna both for his love of 
the beach and fishing. He convinced 
me to take up canning, which I real-
ly never took a liking to, probably be-
cause my pickles never tasted as good 
as his. Every time I see the mounds 
of mown grass in our tomato beds, I 
think of him and the gardening tips he 
would swap with my husband, Steve. 
Tom was one of those 9/11 first re-
sponders who lived with the aftermath 
of that day, yet he played the cards he 
was dealt and lived his life to the full-

est until the end. You will never see a picture of Tom 
Neal without that trademark smile on his face. 

As we come to the end of a hopefully once in 
a lifetime summer, when we see our first respond-
ers, we should all say thanks and remember “all gave 
some but some gave all.” Until next year, stay well, 
stay safe and please WEAR A MASK.

O C E A N  B AY PA R K
by Barbara Gaby Placilla 

Tom Neal, you will be missed.
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TERRY WISUN AND DAVID HAMEL of  
Northampton, Vermont, were married on March 18, 
2020, after eloping to Burlington, Vermont. Fate 
proved that nothing could stand in the couple’s way, 
not even the pandemic.

Wisun, 71, is a widow after 49 years of marriage 
to Richard Wisun, who lost a painful battle with pan-
creatic cancer; and Hamel, 63, a divorcee, both fig-
ured they’d give the dating site eharmony a try. After 
being matched together by the online company, 
Wisun shared, “They got everything right except the 
distance.” Hamel is a hospice RN in Northhampton, 
and Wisun is a longtime resident of Fire Island, 
where she and Richard lived year round in Robbins 
Rest for decades. 

The physical distance did not prove to be an im-
pediment. A connection was made and a whirlwind 
romance soon followed – so did the pandemic  – and 
with it an uncertainty in what the future might hold. 
Wisun and Hamel decided to live in the moment and 
get married right away. They headed up to Vermont 
to elope. 

The COVID shutdowns were right on their heels, 
but fate remained on their side. First stop was a trip to 
the jeweler in Northampton in search of two simple 
wedding bands. As the shop owner helped them that 
day, he shared with them, “You’re lucky you came to 

me today, because I’m closing 
tomorrow.” Next, they headed 
to town hall to get their marriage 
license, where again they were 
told, “Due to COVID, we’ll be 
closing tomorrow.” Last but 
not least, the wedding officiant 
Carmen George in Burlington 
told them that she would in-
deed perform their ceremony 
the next day, and she even had a 
special venue in mind. She too 
didn’t neglect to tell them be-
forehand that even she “would 
not be performing any ceremo-
nies after tomorrow.” 

The special venue ended up 
being the Forever Young Tree-
house, in Oakledge Park (Bur-
lington), Vermont. This is no 
ordinary treehouse – it is the 
first treehouse that was notably 
designed and built to be univer-
sally accessible – important to Wisun, who is dis-
abled and uses a cane. 

“It was a cold day of 35 degrees and thankfully 
no wind,” said Wisun. “It was simply the three of us, 

myself, David and George. 
Everything Carmen spoke 
were the most beautiful 
words, along with the po-
etry she read to us. It was 
all so wonderful. There’s 
no way we could have 
asked for a more incred-
ible ceremony.”

Before leaving Ver-
mont, as the newlyweds 
made their way back home 
towards Fire Island, they 
realized they were hungry 
and decided to stop at a 
local Vermont food co-op 
to grab a bite. As they 
ordered and waited for 
their meal, they excitedly 
chatted away about their 
wedding day. When it was 
time to pay their bill, they 
were told that someone 

who overheard their story had already paid for the 
couple’s wedding meal. 

Here’s to finding love again in turbulent times, 
and to a bright future ahead!

VOWS: Terry Wisun and David Hamel
By Rebecca Hoey

Terry and David at the Forever Young  
Treehouse. Photo courtesy of the newlyweds
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CHERRY GROVE and Fire Island Pines had a sea-
son without sequins, feathers, beads, or tulle. We also 
missed the glamour. My closet has it all, but it’s not 
the same. All entertainment sponsored by APCG and  
FIPAP was suspended this season, so we missed the 
shows and fundraisers. We missed the freedom of 
going to restaurants and bars. We missed it all. May-
be next year it will return. 

I did however have some visitors to “Roseland” 
for the first time, Debbie and George DeGroff from 
Washington, Maine. It was nice to have guests again.

However pop-up happenings like tutu Tuesday, 
celebrated by four Cherry Grove revelers, is proof 
that our spirit is still there. Our Homecoming Queen 
Ikea has been socially distancing and making ap-
pearances as needed. On behalf of the community, I 
am sending our love to friends who could not make 
it to our shores this summer because of the pandem-
ic. We missed seeing you.   

Tropical Storm Isaias left us some downed 
trees, roof damage and electrical outages in some 
pockets of the Pines and the Grove, more so on  
the oceanfront.

Toni Cesta, secretary of CGCAI started a Get a 
Star fundraiser. Stars with names have already been 
placed in the Community House Theatre dress-
ing rooms and on the outside upstairs deck. There 
is still room for more stars if you want to have 

one of your own. Email Toni at cestacon.@aol to  
learn more. 

CGCAI also is raising money for the Rat Reduc-
tion Project, with top lock garbage cans being sold 
for $50 each. Contact CGCAI to learn more. 

 Cherry Grove photographer Koitz has put togeth-
er a 152-page hardcover book featuring parties, ma-
jor events, drag queens, hunks and studs. The book 
is available at local stores in the Grove and the Pines, 
as well as online at gaypinkbook.com.

Greg Scarnici also has a new book out, called 
“Hot Rods.” It’s 100 pages of adult entertainment, 
again available in local shops in the Pines and Grove.

For 75 years we have had a Post Office in Cherry 
Grove. Originally it was across the walk at two dif-
ferent locations. In 1949, it was moved to its present 
location on Bayview Walk. We have had six postmis-
tresses since it opened, including Betty Faraci, who 
commutes from Sayville to service us over the sum-
mer. Even before the pandemic, packages and traffic 
had surged tremendously.  Extra postal boxes were 
installed to accommodate the demand, and can be 
found on the east side exterior of the building. 

The Fire Island Pines Post Office has been in ex-
istence since the early 1960s. They too have had an 
increase in packages and also a demand for PO box-
es. Presently two or three people have to share a sin-
gle box, since there is no room to install additional 

ones. However they did build a package room two 
years ago when Postmaster Kent Dillon held a fund-
raiser for that purpose. Kent took a year off from the 
Pines. He is presently living in Providence, Rhode 
Island. Gene Cook is filling in until his return. 

Larry Tallamy, Douglas Wolf and Robert Ge-
hlmeyer have been assuming duties of driving the 
Margie Cart and the Sage-Kent Cart this summer. 
Pines residents can call 631-597-3797 for service.

Jay Pagano has lived in the Pines for 42 years. 
We thank him for his tireless work, love, and devo-
tion to the Fire Island Pines Property Owners Associ-
ation (FIPPOA), as its president for the past 10 years. 
Jay will be retiring in September, and will continue to 
live here with his partner, Mark Fortier. Pines Con-
servation Society will honor him at their Fourth An-
nual Brunch/Silent Auction on Sunday, Sept. 6, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Whyte Hall. Seating is limited. 
Tickets are available at pinesconservationsociety.org.

Although there was no Fire Island Dance Festi-
val this year, Dancers Responding to Aids still held a 
virtual fundraiser, which was met with great success.

Cherry Grove lost one of our longtime residents, 
Ben Rosenstein, also known as “Goddess.”

This is our last Fire Island News issue for 2020. 
Although it was a shorter season, I enjoyed our time 
together. Looking forward to seeing you all again  
in 2021.

CHERRY GROVE / FIRE ISLAND PINES
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine
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“A Good Man”
By Ani Katz
Fiction
Penguin $17

“A GOOD MAN” is hard to find 
in the pages of Ani Katz’s debut 
novel, and you won’t find him in 
Thomas Martin, the narrator and 
successful New York ad man who 
can make “things like death seem 
clean and manageable – attractive, 
even.” In keeping with the death 
motif, he’s bought a billy club 
“for protection.” It ends up under 
his bed, this bludgeon with “a nice 
old fashioned look to it,” but that’s not the end of it.   

Out in the burbs (much of the story is set on 
Long Island, where Katz grew up) Thomas brings 
beautiful Miri, his French Jewish fiancée, to meet 
the folks in their once grand, now decrepit Victorian 
mansion that speaks of decay and neglect, of things 
falling to pieces. 

His creepy twin sisters, Deedee and Kit, 20 
years old and “haphazardly homeschooled since  
the fourth grade … stroked [Miri’s] arms with qui-
et awe.” His mother is “a birdlike woman with yel-
lowing teeth and ashen hair, the loose sleeves of her 
black sweatshirt like wings on her small frame.” 
She presides over a kitchen table offering a “wilt-
ing slimy salad … the picked-over carcass of a store-
bought rotisserie chicken … a sextet of flies” buzzing 
around them. The man of this unsettling household 
is long gone and good riddance. Violent and a drink-
er, he terrorized the family and drove Thomas’s old-
er sister, Evie, to a terrible death. And we’re only 19 
pages in. Readers, get ready for a ride!  

Living the good life on Long Island, Thomas is 
beset with expenses. There is the monthly insurance 
on the Benz, the Visa and Amex payments (a hefty 
$13,000), and his adored daughter’s private school 
tuition – at the tender age of 11, she’s posted a nudie 
of herself online. He also helps his ma and the twins. 
Problems escalate when a major ad campaign of his 
goes bust, and a coworker, a “fat bitch-whore,” ac-
cuses him of sexual misconduct. No matter if he did 
or didn’t, he’s out of a job.

His stilted view of wom-
en is either slut or saint. Look-
ing through a window at Miri, 
his wife now, she’s a mother in a 
Cassatt. “She always looked like 
a painting,” and for the reader, 
not a fully formed character.

 Katz uses opera, its tragic dra-
mas and mercurial passions to un-
derscore events in Thomas’s life. 
He has a particular fondness for 

Wagner’s “Tannhäuser,” a “sublime story of re-
demption,” he calls it. No doubt about it, by sto-
ry’s end, this man is in deep need of redemption. 
At times, I found the opera references intrusive, but 
perhaps Katz employed them to give Thomas a cul-
tured as well as an arrogant and cynical persona. 

 The storyline is fast paced, the plotting on point. 
The mounting tension drew me in; I wanted to know 
what happens. 

Katz is deft at enforcing a mood, her writing rich 
and layered, as when Thomas thinks of Evie outside 
his mother’s house: 

“I kick up leaves and caress rows of hedges with 
my outstretched hand. I pass a dead squirrel, ironed 
into the road like a dried flower pressed between the 
pages of a heavy book. I crunch up the driveway, 
tiny gravel exploding like fireworks from under  
my footsteps…”  

A disturbing childhood, money worries, prob-
lems at work, his daughter on the web in the alto-
gether, no doubt about it, the man’s got a full plate 
– but also not a full deck. 

Was Thomas so damaged, his psyche so frag-
ile that he could not bear up under the pressures of 
a money-owing, Benz-driving, Long Island-living, 
well-paid (he’d get another job), professional? If 
so, it wasn’t alluded to in the book. And so despite 
Katz’s quality-writing and the book’s well thought-
out structure, Thomas’s breakdown and the murder-
ous rampage (beware the club pulled from under the 
bed), did not make sense. 

In “A Conversation with Ani Katz,” a print-
ed interview sent with my copy of the book, the 
publisher asks Katz, what she wants the reader to  
take away.  

“I want to discomfit and implicate my readers … 
make them feel uncomfortable, and prompt them to 
recognize their complicity in their consumption of 
stories about gender violence and murder.” Huh?! 
So she wrote the book to make readers feel guilty 
about reading it? I don’t feel guilty. Disappointed is 
more like it. 

There is some real talent here and if there is an-
other mystery/thriller in Katz’s playbook, I’d be 
thrilled if she would tone down the violence for vi-
olence sake (all that blood). And if she’s going to 
use music as a subtext, how about lightening it up? 
Instead of opera’s morbid tragedy, maybe Katz can 
give us “Some Old Time Rock and Roll.”

 BOOK REVIEW >> by Rita Plush
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 ENVIRONMENT >> by Karl Grossman

WITH THE MASSIVE unemployment in our coun-
try and economic devastation caused in the wake 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, a call has come from 
New York to the U.S. heartland to recreate the Civil-
ian Conservation Corps (CCC) and Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) of the New Deal, to deal. 

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand of New York 
and Senator Michael Bennet of Colorado have intro-
duced legislation to create a U.S. Health 
Force based on the models of the CCC 
and WPA. The Health Force, they 
said in a joint statement, “would 
recruit, train and employ thou-
sands of Americans in order to 
provide public health capac-
ity” to focus on COVID-
19 and “prepare for future 
public health care needs, and 
build skills for new workers 
to enter the public health and 
health care workforce.” 

Senator Gillibrand, an attorney 
from upstate Brunswick, is quoted as 
saying, “In the face of this unprecedented 
crisis, Congress must harness American patriotism, 
resilience and ingenuity by establishing a Health 
Force to combat this deadly virus.”

Senator Bennet, formerly superintendent of 
Denver Public Schools, and the author of the book 
“The Land of Flickering Lights: Restoring America 
in an Age of Broken Politics,” added, “This crisis is 
the greatest challenge our country has faced since 
World War II. And we can – and must – rise to the 
challenge with a broad and bold proposal to combat 
the virus and put our economy back to work at the 
same time.” 

Bennet further added that” We need ideas as 
big as the challenge we face, and the Health Force 
meets the test.”

Writing in The New York Times, Collin O’Mar-
ra, president and CEO of the National Wildlife 
Federation, said FDR’s CCC and WPA “mobilized 
millions of Americans during one of the most trying 
times in our nation’s history.” He noted that that 
“nearly 7.7 million American workers younger than 
30 are now unemployed” and “there’s one fix that 
will put millions of young Americans directly to 
work: a 21st century version of the Civilian Conser-
vation Corps.”

The CCC “was the most expansive and success-
ful youth employment program in American histo-
ry,” he continued. “We’ve amassed a staggering 
backlog of restoration needs for our nation’s lands 
and waters.” 

“In 1933,” he continued, “when President Frank-
lin Roosevelt created the CCC, he was facing, as 
we are today, the possibility of a lost generation of 
young people. The conservation-minded president’s 

idea was to hire young unemployed men for proj-
ects in forestry, soil conservation and recreation. 
By 1942, the 3.4 million participants in ‘Roos-
evelt’s Tree Army’  had planted more than three 
billion trees, built hundreds of parks and wildlife 
refuges and completed thousands of miles of trails  
and roads.”

O’Marra also points out the corps were not 
perfect. They hired only men, the work 

camps were segregated, and some proj-
ects even caused ecological damage. 

Any such plan today would have 
to take care not to repeat such 
mistakes, but there is a backlog 
of environmental restoration 
needs for our nation’s lands, 
not the least of which includes 
deferred maintenance in our 

national parks.
Could the Fire Island Nation-

al Seashore benefit from creation 
of a new CCC?
Writing in the Madison Daily Lead-

er in Madison, South Dakota, its publisher, 
Jon M. Hunter, declared: “We’re facing an inter-
section of high unemployment and environmental 
needs.” So “let’s respond the same way” as when 
the U.S. “entered the Great Depression. Unem-
ployment soared” and “in 1933 President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt created the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps or the CCC … By 1942 the 3.4 million 
participants in ‘Roosevelt’s Tree Army’ had plant-
ed more than three billion trees, built hundreds of 
parks and wildlife refuges and completed thou-
sands of miles of trails and roads.”

Today “our environmental needs are differ-
ent, but the solutions may be similar,” said Hunter. 
“Here’s a bonus: Many young people are passion-
ate about saving the environment. There is import-
ant work to be done and we have young, enthusi-
astic people to do it. Let’s create a new and better 
version of the CCC.”

While the CCC focused on conservation work, 
the WPA carried out infrastructure projects 
including the construction of roads and public build-
ings – many of which can be seen today in the New 
York Metropolitan Area. 

Regarding infrastructure, in one of his briefings 
on the COVID-19 pandemic, New York Gover-
nor Andrew M. Cuomo emphasized that we must 
“supercharge the reopening” of the U.S. economy 
through “major infrastructure projects.” Such proj-
ects are “desperately needed … desperately needed 
30 years ago … Build them now … That’s what we 
would do if we were smart.”

New Deal programs were central to getting the 
U.S. out of the Depression. We need the same kind 
of innovative job-creating programs today.

A New Deal to Recover 
from COVID
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THE YEAR 2020 marks the 75th commemoration 
of liberating prisoners from the Nazi concentration 
camps, and exposing just how inhumane humans can 
be. The National Socialists Party of Germany, aka 
the Nazi Party, never painted the words Only Aryan 
Lives Matter on the pavement in front of grandstands 
from which Hitler preached sermons of hate. They 
wrote those words, in blood, in our history books.

Though only in existence for 25 years, the Nazi 
Party was responsible for 17 million deaths, 6 mil-
lion Jews and 11 million others [Roma (Gypsies), 
the handicapped, political prisoners, religious dis-
senters, homosexuals, as well as Prisoners of War].

As far removed as we may feel today from the 
horrors of those days not so long ago, we need only 
to look across the bay to see what was happen-
ing not so far away. Within sight of Fire Island is 
a town called Yaphank. In the late 1930s, this town 
was home to the infamous Camp Siegfried, a sum-
mer camp that was owned by the German American 
Bund and operated by the German Amer-
ican Settlement League (GASL), a camp 
that openly taught Nazi ideology to boys 
and girls.

This innocent hamlet was founded in 
1739, by Captain Robert Robinson. In the 
mid 18th century John Homan built two 
mills inspiring the town’s name, Mill-
ville. It was later changed to Yaphank 
from the native Indian word Yamphanke, 
meaning “bank of a river.” 

Yaphank has a rich history. During 
World War I, it was home to a boot camp 
called Camp Upton, used for training 
troops prior to their embarkation over-
seas. It was while stationed at Camp Upton that 
Irving Berlin composed the songs “God Bless Amer-
ica” and “Oh! How I Hate to Get Up in the Morning.” 

Camp Upton also has ties to Fire Island. In the 
early 1920s, the Perkinson family, who owned much 
of what is now Cherry Grove, decided to subdi-
vide their property. They sold more than 100 plots 
for about $250 each, some of whom also purchased 
government surplus homes from Camp Upton. They 
floated them across the bay to Fire Island, estab-
lishing the first large-scale settlement on the island 
(Point O’ Woods also makes this claim).

In 1946, the government converted Camp Upton 
to the Brookhaven National Laboratory specializing 
in nuclear research, bioscience and nanoscience. The 
campus includes the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collid-
er and National Synchrotron Light Source II. The lab 
has earned seven Nobel Prizes.

But this is now and that was a then. Camp Sieg-
fried opened in 1935. At its entrance both Nazi and 
Hitler Youth Flags flew alongside the American flag. 
It featured a social hall, a lake for swimming, a ball 
field, and a large white stage. The camp was opened 

expressly for the purpose of indoctrinating 150 to 
300 boys and girls aged 8 to 18 in Nazi ideology. 
The children wore military uniforms and carried the 
banners of the Hitler Youth movement.

The Town of Brookhaven had approved a planned 
community called German Gardens. Despite Nazi 
aversion to free market capitalism (it could not be 
trusted to put national interests first), the Bund bally-
hooed their camp with fervor. 

Their marketing was, in many ways, not unlike 
how some Fire Island development companies that 
founded communities like Ocean Beach or Saltaire 
produced pamphlets to entice families in New York 
City with the promise of fresh air and a wholesome 
summer paradise to raise their children – but the sim-
ilarities end there.

German Gardens had streets named after Ad-
olf Hitler, Joseph Goebbels, and Hermann Goring, a 
community of 40 acres of small, well-kept bungalows. 
One home had the swastika inlaid in its roof shingles. 

A flower bed with a swastika 
design stood at the foot of the 
social club’s flagpole.

German-Americans would 
catch the 8 a.m. LIRR “Camp 
Siegfried Special” to Yaphank 
and would march from the 
train station to the camp sing-
ing German songs. Some wore 
German folk costumes, some 
Nazi Brown Shirts, others the 
Black Shirts of Italian Fascists. 

It was a family affair with 
a German folk-festival-flair 
complete with oom-pah-pah 

bands. While some of the leaders and parents were 
zealous Nazis, most were loyal to both America and 
Germany. At one point, August 1938, more than 
40,000 people attended the annual German Day fes-
tivities at the camp.

The children would compete in athletic compe-
titions, swimming, hunting, and shooting. At night 
they would sit around bonfires singing the “Horst 
Wessel Song” and “Deutschland Uber Alles.” To es-
tablish discipline the staff would occasionally wak-
en the campers and take them on midnight marches 
through the woods.

The Bund was led by German-born Fritz Kuhn, 
who moved to the U.S. and became a naturalized cit-
izen in 1934. Kuhn told the House Un-American Ac-
tivities Committee that to join the Bund one had to 
be “Aryan,” i.e. “a member of the white race.” He 
claimed Bund membership of 20,000 with four or 
five times that many sympathizers. In a court case in 
1938, one witness saluted the American flag with the 
Nazi salute. When asked if that was the American sa-
lute he replied, “It will be.”

Kuhn was also the organizer of the infamous rally 

at Madison Square Garden where violence broke 
out between Bund storm troopers and thousands of 
mostly Jewish protesters in the street outside the 
Garden. One Jewish protester managed to reach the 
stage where Kuhn was mocking President Franklin 
D. “Rosenfeld.” The protester had to be rescued by 
the NYC police after being stripped and beaten.

Later, Kuhn was found guilty of embezzlement 
and tax evasion and sentenced to prison. While in 
Sing Sing he was stripped of his citizenship and, after 
the war, deported to Germany. In a comic Mel Brooks 
twist of fate, he was imprisoned for being a Nazi in the 
now Nazi-free Germany. He died in 1951 “a poor and 
obscure chemist, unheralded and unsung.”

In 1940, the GASL took control of the camp an-
nouncing it would be non-political, but when Germa-
ny declared war the U.S. government seized the camp 
and shut it down forever. The property under German 
Gardens still remained with GASL meaning that any 
sales had to be approved by the league. All owners 
had to be primarily of “German extraction.” In 2006, 
this covenant caused problems when a couple tried 
to sell their property but could not because of its re-
strictions. New Your State ruled that the clause violat-
ed the Fair Housing Act, and in 2017, the GASL was 
forced to change its by-laws and pay damages.

The names of the streets in German Gardens have 
all been changed. Adolf Hitler Street is now Park 
Street, Goering is now Oak, and Goebbels is Northside 
Avenue. Most remembrances of its Nazi past have 
been erased but the clubhouse still stands continuing 
to display both American and German flags.

Time marches on dragging some of the vestiges 
of yesterday’s hate along with it. Need we heed yes-
terday’s deeds? Stop for a moment. Dwell on those 
who died in death camps like Auschwitz, like So-
bibor, like Treblinka. Millions of words have been 
written about the millions killed in those camps, 
but what has already been written is still millions of 
words short of what needs to be heard.

 HISTORY >> by Thomas McGann

Photos: New York City Department of Records

Camp Siegfried, Long Island’s  
Nazi Summer Retreat





Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  A u g u s t  2 1 ,  2 0 2 0  •  P A G E   2 1

 POLICE BLOTTER >> by Shoshanna McCollum

Ocean Beach 
Police 
JULY 29
›	 A harassment incident is reported at 

lifeguard tower at 8:14 a.m.
›	 Bikes blocking access to Bungalow 

Walk beach overpass is reported at 
2:25 p.m.

›	 Possible harassment incident at 
Castaways is reported at 3:24 p.m.

›	 An American flag is reported 
missing from 735 Ocean Breeze at 
5:25 p.m.

JULY 30
›	 Street patrol for mask wearing 

compliance is undertaken at 
Evergreen Walk and other locations 
at 11:31 a.m.

JULY 31
›	 A trespassing complaint at  

11 Bungalow Walk is received at 
1:31 a.m.

›	 Disorderly conduct incident 
reported at CJ’s at 4:10 p.m.

›	 Vincent Dandraia of Port Jefferson 
is issued a summons for disorderly 
conduct at 4:28 p.m.

AUG. 1
›	 Disturbances on the beach are 

reported at 12:53 and 2:14 p.m.
›	 A walk-in complaint of property 

dispute at residential marina  
is reported. 

›	 Mark Reilly of Babylon is issued a 
summons for disorderly conduct at 
ferry terminal at 10:25 p.m.

AUG. 2
›	 A 911 call is received regarding 

an overdose situation on Bayberry 
Walk at 3:41 p.m.

AUG. 3 
›	 All businesses are notified of 

possible interruptions due to 
oncoming storm at 12:40 p.m.

AUG. 4
›	 An animal caught in fencing is 

reported at 7:36 a.m.
›	 Children reported jumping off dock 

is reported at 4:50 p.m.

AUG. 5
›	 A summons is issued to Michael 

Lange for not wearing a mask in 
public, he remains uncooperative 
throughout the incident.

›	 A report is received of people 
feeding deer on the beach at  
5:23 p.m. An investigation reveals 
that the deer stole food from the 
beachgoer’s bag. No further action 
is taken.

AUG. 6
›	 Department assists with crowd 

control as PSEG undertakes post-
storm power line repairs between  
5 and 7 p.m..

›	 A vessel is reported as illegally 
docked behind Windswept at  
7:59 p.m.

AUG 8
›	 At 10:08 p.m. disorderly conduct 

summonses are issued to May 
Kolar, Aiden Fitzpatrick, Albert 
Picco, and Jesse Mas – all parties 
residing in Sayville.

AUG. 9
›	 SCPD 6th Precinct arrive to 

apprehend a wanted male suspect  
at 1:15 p.m.

AUG 11
›	 A road hazard is reported at 

Midway and Dehnhoff at 3:42 a.m.

AUG. 13
›	 A rental scam is reported at  

360 Surf Road.

A criminal charge is an accusation, 
and defendants are presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty.

The blotter indicates regular checks 
throughout commercial district 
restaurants are in compliance with 
state and local COVID-19 regulations 
continue. Also over this period 30 
open container summonses were 
issued, 17 noise complaints received, 
six automatic alarms reported, 
nine incidents of neighborhood 
disturbance, six garbage complaints 
received, one lost child reported, nine 
miscellaneous items of lost property 
were recovered, one bicycle and cart 
were found, seven more bicycles and 
one cart were stolen.

SCPD Rescues Five from Disabled 
Boat in GSB Near FI Pines
SUFFOLK COUNTY MARINE BUREAU officers spotted an emergency 
flare in the Great South Bay near the vicinity of Fire Island Pines on Mon-
day, Aug. 3, at approximately 8:20 p.m., the night before Tropical Storm 
Isaias made landfall on Long Island. Officers were responding to an un-
related call at the time, as a storm squall with lightning and 30 mph wind 
gusts was just starting to pick up. All passengers aboard the distressed 26-
foot Wellcraft vessel were wearing life jackets, and no injuries were report-
ed. The boat was towed back to Timber Point and all were safely back on 
land well before the squall reached its peak.

Both Deer and Picnickers 
are Free to Go

           Cartoon by Eric Pedersen

Rescue by Fire Island Ferries’ Crew 
Heightens Watercraft Safety Concerns
By Emma Boskovski

ON JULY 26, Fire Island Ferries, Inc. 
crew rescued six passengers from a 
capsized motorboat off the shore of 
Ocean Bay Park.

Among the Fire Island ferry res-
cue are other tragedies in local waters, 
including a recent boating accident 
resulting in the death of a 24-year-
old Lindenhurst resident and a jet 
ski accident that claimed two lives in  
the Bronx.

Supervisor Angie Carpenter cited 
COVID-19 as the suspect for the rise 
in boating accidents, as the pandemic 
has prompted an increase in the sale 
of both recreational boats and jet skis.

The Town of Islip and the Village 
of Babylon referred to three main in-
cidents among others to direct the 
attention of Long Islander’s to the 
influx of inexperienced boating this 
season at a joint press conference on 
July 29. 

A panel of local officials assem-
bled to encourage Long Islander’s to 
be safer on the water, considering the 
majority of accidents have been re-
lated to “unfortunately … inexperi-
ence and alcohol,” Carpenter said.

According to a New York Times 
article published on July 26, a grow-
ing number of people are re-arrang-
ing their summer vacation plans to 
accommodate social distancing, and 
many of these plans relate to boating. 
Alongside boating, Carpenter refer-
enced the rise in the sale of jet skis, 
paddleboards and backyard pools. 

Carpenter was joined by Baby-
lon Village Mayor Ralph Scordino, 
two Town of Babylon councilmen 
and General Manager and Director 
of Operations for the Fire Island Fer-
ries Dave Anderson.

“It’s just like riding a car,” Scordi-
no said. “Just because you’re out in 
the open, it doesn’t mean it’s a free-
for-all. Everyone who has a boat, a 
personal watercraft, should be taking 
the Coast Guard course for boating.” 

The panel of local officials also 
are calling for the public’s awareness 
of the newly enacted Brianna’s Law, 
encouraging operators of motorboats 
and watercraft to obtain a boating 
safety certificate. According to New 
York State, all operators of motor-
ized vessels, regardless of age, will 
need a boating safety certificate by  
Jan. 1, 2025.

Brianna’s Law is named in mem-
ory of Brianna Lieneck, an 11-year-
old girl from Long Island who was 
killed in a boating accident in 2005, 
related to inexperience. In a 2019 
press release, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo said that the horrific acci-
dent that took part in inspiring the 
law “make[s] this situation real for 
people … through this law Brianna 
is saving lives and her love lives on.”

“We encourage people to use the 
waterway,” Anderson said. “We want 
you to be responsible. Because if ev-
erybody’s responsible, the death rate 
will plummet, and that’s where we 
would like to be.” 
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