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Connectivity
My opening letter of the season is always one of 
welcome, but this time I don’t feel it really has 
been all that long since we’ve last been in touch. 
Last autumn we upgraded our website, and decid-
ed to keep Fire Island News operating on a part-time 
basis, if for no other reason than the time felt right 
to do so. 

The new frontier was an exciting one for us here 
at FIN, as news articles and events were added to 
the website at a steady pace, and we kept our social 
media presence strong. Indeed it was a family effort, 
as photographer Lauren Chenault documented how 
the island changed as the seasons progressed; report-
er Emma Boskovski contributed articles when she 
was on break from college; and sales representative 
Beth Errico and I saw each other regularly to talk 
business and gossip, but always with an eye on the 
coming summer ahead. 

Even when there was still ice in the bay it was 
becoming evident that our efforts were gaining 
momentum, as we received phone calls, letters, and 
photographs uncharacteristic of the normally quiet 
months out here. Our gamble was a success because 
you folks out there were reading and responding. 
Now we are back here again full circle, with the 
first paper of the season. Bringing it to you was not 
so hard, because our wheels never got rusty. Fire 
Island’s 2019 season promises to be one of great 
adventure, one that we all will enjoy together, and 
one with closer connectivity than ever before.

PUBLISHER .................................... Craig Low
EDITOR .......................................... Shoshanna McCollum
MANAGING EDITOR .................... Lorna Luniewski
SOCIAL MEDIA/WEB EDITOR ....... Anika Lanser
REPORTERS ................................... Emma Boskovski, 
  Anika Lanser, Danielle Lipiec 
 and Lauren Schmidt   
PHOTOGRAPHERS ........................ Lauren Chenault, 
 Sean Fitzthum, James Hardy
                             and Robert Sherman
DESIGN/PRODUCTION ................ Coree Chambers 
 and Pamela Gurman for  
 Fat Cat Graphics
AD DESIGN................................... Joey Macellaro
DISTRIBUTION COORDINATOR  ... Emma Boskovski
BRAND COORDINATOR  ............. Danielle Lipiec 
SALES REPRESENTATIVES .............. Beth Errico and Erika Phelan    
ACCOUNTING .............................. Mariluz Valdez
Founding publisher Jay Garfield Trien and the Official Paper of Record

F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S     
260 Montauk Highway
Bay Shore, New York 11706
631-583-5345
info@fireisland-news.com

www.fireisland-news.com

Suggestions and comments  
are important to us! 
Please share how you feel

FOR INFORMATION ON ADVERTISING:  
CALL: 631-583-5345 or EMAIL: SALES@FIREISLAND-NEWS.COM

by Shoshanna McCollum
editor@fireisland-news.com

Volume 63  |  Issue One

May 24, 2019
Fire Is land’s Longest Running News Source Since 1957

IN THIS ISSUE
12 ISLAND REFLECTIONS:  

FIRE ISLAND’S 
OFF-SEASON 2018/2019 
Shoshanna McCollum

17 OCEAN BEACH BOARD 
MEETING 5/18/19 
Emma Boskovski

18 OP-ED: LOT 26  
AND THE FOUNDING  
OF CHERRY GROVE  
Carl Luss

22 INTERVIEW: OCEAN 
BEACH ELECTION 
CANDIDATES 2019 
Danielle Lipiec

24  HORSESHOE CRAB 
Danielle Lipiec

25 IN MEMORIUM:  
HERMAN WOUK 
Peter Greenberg

29 SUFFOLK FIGHTS  
PLASTIC POLLUTION 
Lorna Luniewski

41 SHORT-TERM RENTAL 
HOME RISKS RISE  
WITH POPULARITY 
Timothy Bolger

42 ROCKETS RED GLARE: 
SILENT FIREWORKS DO  
A BANG-UP JOB 
Emma Boskovski

45 BUILDING WITH A  
BIRD’S EYE VIEW ON 
LONG ISLAND 
Emma Boskovski

49 OBITUARIES: IRVING LIKE 
Laura Schmidt 
CHRISTY EDWARDS 
Barbara Gaby Placilla 

COMMUNITY 
COLUMNS 
14 KISMET  

Bradlee White

15 SALTAIRE 
Hugh O’Brien

16 OCEAN BEACH AREA 
Joey Macellaro

19 OCEAN BAY PARK 
Barbara Placilla

20 CHERRY GROVE 
Robert Levine

21 FIRE ISLAND PINES 
Robert Levine

Cartoons by Eric Pedersen

ON THE COVER:  
Photo by  
Craig Low



T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   6



T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   7

Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR >> 

To the Editor,
I just wanted to share with my fel-

low Fire Islanders a problem that I lit-
erally ran into last August while on 
a rare midweek run in Ocean Bay 
Park. Suffolk County Vector Control 
was spraying for mosquitoes. I had 
no idea this was still going on, but 
I am generally only out weekends 
now, and this was midweek. 

As a child in Ocean Beach in 
the ‘60s, I thought it was great fun 
when this noisy contraption drove 
down the street in the middle of 
the day noisily producing clouds 
of insecticide (DDT?  Who knows?) 
and we would rush to close the 
windows. I guess I just don’t find 

wholesale spraying of pesticides 
amusing anymore. 

I’m not even convinced it kills 
mosquitoes. Two weeks later in Sep-
tember, talking with a neighbor, I 
was subject to blood loss with the 
mosquitoes so numerous! Normally I 
could take it, but not this time. It was 
worse than I have ever seen. 

So here we have a situation where 
we are treating mosquitoes as we 
always treated them – carpet-bomb-
ing Fire Island with insecticide – and 
I’m not even sure it’s working. Are we 
even thinking about this? Even worse, 
exactly what are we killing?  

The United States alone uses 
about one billion pounds of 

insecticide per year. Should we real-
ly be part of that?  I do not consid-
er myself an alarmist. The world 
endures. Fire Island will survive, I 
guess, despite every thing we throw 
at it, at least for now. I’m just trying 
to support Fire Island wildlife. 

My bird feeder attracted the first 
red wing blackbirds that I have seen 
in over 30 years. I have planted 
milkweed and flowers for butterflies. 
But if we are fumigating an entire 
island, to what end are such efforts?

I spoke to someone at Suffolk 
County Vector Control. If I under-
stand what he was telling me, there 
are mosquitoes that come out during 
the day, and different ones take the 
overnight shift. They spray at dusk to 
kind of get both, and to try to avoid 
beneficial insects. Also they do this 
midweek, so I guess the humans 
exposed are mainly moms and chil-
dren. Personally, if spraying meant 
a mosquito would never bite me 
again, I would still be against it. 

The Vector Control representative 
also informed me that I can opt out 
of the spraying program, renewable 
annually. That is what I am doing, 
and I urge others to do so as well. 
There is a downloadable form on the 
Suffolk County website (or it can be 

mailed by calling 631-852-4270) 
and it is good for one year. And if 
there is a public health emergency, 
such as an outbreak of West Nile, 
they will spray regardless. 

To me, it’s all about the envi-
ronment. I will take a few stings to 
reduce the amount of poison (and 
it is poison) into our air. We can 
debate about environmental poli-
cies in Washington, and what the 
effects will be. We can worry about 
global warming and sea level rise 
and bee colony collapse. I can’t do 
much about that. But the law in New 
York allows me to opt out of hav-
ing a giant can of Raid directed at 
my house, and I will exercise that 
option. Please join me. 

—Michael Moss, Ocean Beach

Have something to say? Write us at 
editor@fireisland-news.com. Elec-
tronic submissions only, no paper 
letters please – 350 words or less 
advised. We reserve the right to edit, 
abridge, or not publish any letter as 
we see fit. Opinions expressed in Let-
ters to the Editor are not necessarily 
those of Fire Island News. 

Good Government Does Not Require 
Hostility. Just the Opposite.

First, let me say welcome home to all our residents 
and taxpayers, and to those who rely on Village 
government in so many ways. 

 As you can see, your Board has completed a 
lot of work, including a great many projects you 
don’t or can’t see. Knowing that we have com-
pleted $30.5 million dollars of Infrastructure 
work (largely paid by others) with over $19 mil-
lion more to go in the next few years gives me 
great hope and pride in our Village. Thankfully, 
and with hard work, we were able to keep the tax 
increase to 1.9% and see no reason we can’t fin-
ish this trajectory in that fashion. Almost all the 
pain from Sandy is behind us but we have much 
to do still. The exhaustive list of completed proj-
ects and FEMA reimbursements ($30.5 million) is 
available on the Village website.  

 On that note, I want to turn to the related mat-
ter of your representation in our government. 

 I often laugh when I hear some people say that 
we need more open debate (friction) among board 
members as if getting along is a sign of dysfunction. 
(Take a look at Congress.) 

 Let’s be real. Some people just thrive on fric-
tion and disruption. They believe that this cloaks 
them with the appearance of “I’m fighting for you!” 
(Sometimes actually fighting but that’s another story.) 

 Here is what I’ve learned as your Mayor for 
a good many years, and longtime Trustee before 
that. I have sat on Boards with a “disruptive fight-
er.“ I have watched the melee caused by what is 
really political grandstanding and personal pol-
itics for way too long in this town. It must end. 
It’s not healthy. A good idea can come from any-
one. Any stakeholder. But unless there is a strong, 
congenial, non-disruptive energy working on your 
behalf, nothing good will get done. It might make 
some people feel they “are being heard more” but 

I assure you that you are and that we have much 
to show for it, with a lot more to come. (30 million 
dollars of improvements paid for by others with 
another 20 million to come!) 

I didn’t start out longing for any particular board 
member. Just give me straight up people who will 
do the work and are there for the right reasons. 
Reasons that don’t include an agenda of disruption. 

 The current board you have is just that. Plain 
and simple. We don’t always agree. Trust me. The 
difference is that we settle our disputes or diver-
gent points of view politely, civilly and with good 
intent in executive session. We don’t try to throw 
someone under the bus for enjoyment, ego or polit-
ical gain. Those days are over as far as I am con-
cerned. Onward and upward. Reelect Chris Norris 
and Matt Blake and that’s what you will get. 

   Thanks for listening. 
   —Mayor Jim 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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 FROM THE FIN ARCHIVES >> 

THE STRINGED INSTRUMENTS are timeless, and these 
lovely ladies look familiar. Gotta love the circa 1920’s flapper 
style bathing attire, and their elegant shoes! Anybody out there 
recognize these girls? Write to us at info@fireisland-news and 
tell us what you know! 

“The Ukulele Ladies”
We are asking everyone to tiptoe through 
their memories to identify these ladies.

Your Source for Fire Island                      www.fireisland-news.com
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 AROUND & ABOUT >> 

The Year in Pictures

   FIN staff photographer Robert Sherman captures a transgender rights rally at New York City Hall last October.

   A polar plunge of a different sort, FIN photographer 
Lauren Chenault captures the essence of the island’s 
deep freeze this past January.

   The citizens of Cherry Grove seem pretty happy about their new 
dock. See pages 12 and 20 to read more about it. (Photo courtesy  
of Robert Levine)

   Frequent FIN photo contributor Alain Thomas was at his Paris home on that fateful day, 
and captured this haunting image of the tragic fire at Notre Dame Cathedral.  
(www.alianthomas.net)

   Three cheers as Islip Town Supervisor Angie Carpenter spearheads the Suffolk AHRC (Association for 
Habilitation and Residential Care) Foundation’s Polar Plunge this past April. (Photo courtesy Town of Islip)
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 AROUND & ABOUT >> Continued

   Herman Wouk: 1915-2019. Read the article by 
guest contributor Peter Greenberg on page 25. 
(Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)

   Actor Joseph Smith takes a bow in his riveting performance as Augustin-Jean Fresnel to help celebrate the 160th Anniversary of Fire Island Lighthouse last November. 
(Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)

   Todd Bol, creator of the Free 
Little Library concept died 
last October, but his legacy 
lives on in three of them  
that stand proudly on Fire 
Island: Fair Harbor, Corneille 
Estates, and this one in 
Ocean Bay Park. (Photo by 
Lauren Chenualt)

   Crews were busy rebuilding Lighthouse Promenade over the winter. 
Read our article on page 12, and Hugh O’Brien’s column on page 15 to 
learn more. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)
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Island Reflections: Fire Island’s 
Off-Season 2018/2019 
By Shoshanna McCollum

IT WAS A MILD WINTER ON FIRE ISLAND, 
except when it was bitter cold. That is the perfect 
metaphor for how Fire Island’s off-season went 
down in a nutshell. Things were quiet, unless there 
was commotion. There was harmony, unless there 
was discontent. The waters were calm, unless they 
were choppy – you get the idea! Gathered here are 
some of the items that defined another deceptively 
tranquil off-season. 

Island Headlines
House Deconstruction: It was a bitter harvest for 

many residents of Ocean Bay Park, Davis Park and 
Fire Island Pines as U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers Fire Island to Moriches Inlet (FIMI), known 
as Contract 31B, finally commenced late last fall. 
We knew demolition of oceanfront homes to 
make way for this final phase of post Superstorm 
Sandy beach renourishment was imminent, but 
emotions ran deep as shoreline homes that long 
defined much of the identity of these communi-
ties were being dismantled piece by piece. 

However unlike most phases of this enormous 
FIMI project, which was sub-contracted to com-
panies out of state, Brownie Companies of Long 
Island was awarded 31B. Known for house ele-
vation and structure moving services, Brownie 
has become a trusted source, and a local contrac-
tor meant Fire Island residents were hired for the 
work. The homes met their fate by neighbors who 
understood the breadth of this somber task.

FIN reporter Laura Schmidt’s Dec. 12, 2018 
article “A Requiem for the Homes” can be found 
on our website.

The Deer: No summary of the Fire Island’s 
2018/2019 off-season would be complete without 
mention of the fate that met Fire Island’s white tailed 
deer population at the hands of decision makers at 
Fire Island National Seashore and the Long Island 
Region of New York State Parks Department. That 
story however is both a sad and complicated one. 
Summarizing it into an overview format proved to 
be impossible. A standalone article on this important 
subject will be forthcoming. 

Ice Palace Condemned: The condemned notice 
placed on the entrance to the Ice Palace on Friday, 
May 3, was the shock heard round Fire Island, as 
Cherry Grove residents, neighboring communities, 
and visitors who have good memories of the icon-
ic nightclub exchanged a moment together. The 
condemnation also included Cherry Grove Pizza, 
Rainbow Gift Shop, and the recently rebuilt Grove 
Hotel. Soon after the news broke, we wrote an arti-
cle about the matter on our website on May 9, and 
appreciate how widely it was shared by our readers. 

“Town officials have met with the owner several 
times since the order of condemnation was posted in 
an effort to ensure that all deficiencies are corrected 
and the building is safe for the public,” said Deputy 
Town Attorney Beth Reilly in a published statement 
released by Brookhaven on May 16. “We will con-
tinue to work with the owner in an effort to have this 
business opened as soon as possible, once all safety 
concerns are addressed.” 

In a stunning turn of events Brookhaven lifted the 
condemnation late the following day, Friday, May 
17, 2019. Ice Palace and Cherry Grove Pizza did not 
waste a moment in opening their doors. While there 
are still many unknowns in this complicated situa-
tion, concerns about how Cherry Grove’s economy 
would have fared without these cornerstone busi-
nesses in place have been put to rest.

Island Infrastructure
Every off-season is busy with maintenance and 

repairs, but over the 2018/2019 hiatus Fire Island 
had major projects underway in several focal point 
communities.

Saltaire Promenade: The debates of concrete 
versus wood for the rebuilding of Lighthouse Prome-
nade and Beacon Walk were faithfully transcribed in 
Emma Boskovski’s coverage of the Saltaire Village 
meetings last summer. Eventually they went with 
wood. The work diverted vehicle traffic most week-
days, requiring motorists to keep even a closer eye 

Contract 31B in Progress. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

The new Ocean Beach ferry terminal now in service. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)
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on the shoreline tides when planning 
travel. This work was not without its 
share of complaints by year round Fire 
Island residents. (More on that later.) 
On March 20, U.S. Senators Schumer 
and Gillibrand announced $2.5 million 
worth of federal aid to go toward the 
reconstruction of this walkway.

OB Police and Ferry: It has been 
six long hot summers of weary travel-
ers in Ocean Beach having to bake in the 
sun while waiting for the ferry, but all of 
that came to an end in March of 2019. 
Conceived by architectural design-
er and village resident Joel Silverberg, 
the new Ocean Beach Ferry Terminal is 
a multi-purpose building, housing the 
police station headquarters and freight 
house. In some ways, it still has the feel-
ing of its predecessor structure, some-
thing Silverberg was certainly aiming 
for, but now the north side of the build-
ing takes advantage of the bayside vista 
such a location easily affords. 

Cherry Grove Dock: Suffering age, storm 
damage, and heavy use the decision was made to 
rebuild the Cherry Grove dock. Town of Brookha-
ven approved the project, and a $2.9 million bond 
secured by the Cherry Grove Property Owners 
Association in July 2018, but the real work began 
as the summer wound down. Year round, as well 
late staying/early returning Grove residents were 
without ferry service for an extended period of 
time. Refuse collection was also hobbled during 
this interim period, as garbage freight barges were 
without a place to land as construction was ongo-
ing. The sacrifice paid off with the project reaching 
completion at a swift pace, and the official ribbon 
cutting ceremony on May 18. See Robert Levine’s 
column on page 20 for more information.

 
Island Nation

Election 2018: While blue waves may have swept 
our nation last November on the Republican strong-
hold of Long Island, it was more a blue ripple on Fire 
Island’s shores. In spite of strong localized efforts to 
unseat the 1st and 2nd District U.S Congress, Lee 
Zeldin and Peter King stayed in office although mar-
gins were close. With historic takeover of the New 
York State Congressional chambers in 2018, Monica 
Martinez won the 3rd District seat vacated by former 
Islip Superintendent Tom Croci. She is the first Dem-
ocrat to take that district in over a decade. Fourth 
District State Senator Phil Boyle bucked the trend 
however, and now remains one of the 22 Republi-
cans presently in State Senate minority. 

Shutdown: The longest government shutdown in 
the U.S. was felt on Fire Island just like it was in oth-
er parts of the country. Holiday season visits to Fire 
Island Lighthouse had to be rethought by many local 
families as the Long Island landmark was shuttered. 
Presence at the ranger booth was next to none, while 
permits and other business at the Patchogue head-
quarters remained in a suspended state. And while 
the U.S. Coast Guard kept working, families based at 
Station Fire Island were without paychecks. 

At Fire Island School, where several Coast 
Guard children attend, this was not allowed to stand. 

Collections, gathered among the staff, raised $800 to 
purchase gift cards to help support impacted families 
– but it did not end there. A GoFundMe campaign 
created by Board of Education Member Kathleen 
Skelly-Kurka trended island-wide and raised almost 
$18K within days. 

When the 35-day shutdown was over, other 
parts of the nation were not so fortunate. In Califor-
nia the poaching of wood devastated Joshua Tree 
National Park, to the extent that experts say it might 
take centuries to recover. On a lighter note, at Point 
Reyes National Seashore near San Francisco, a 
local beach was taken over by elephant seals in the 
absence of rangers and tourists. As it was birthing 
season when the rangers returned, the decision was 
made to close off the nursery beach as the mother 
seals reared their pups.

Island Rescue
10/6/18: A man, boy and their dog were rescued 

by U.S. Coast Guard Station Fire Island, after their 
boat capsized off Cedar Beach near Fire Island Inlet. 

11/11/18: Another water rescue from a cap-
sized boat took place off Democrat Point by Suffolk  
County Marine Bureau. 

11/24/18: Members of the USCG Fire Island 
and the Riverhead Marine Foundation saved a 

cold-stunned Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle. 
It was transferred to Riverhead’s treat-
ment facilities, where it was expected to 
be released upon making a full recovery.

12/29/18: With the help of some 
Good Samaritans, Fifth Precinct Suf-
folk County Police rescue a dog from 
the Great South Bay witnessed cling-
ing to floating debris near the West Say-
ville area. Wilbur, a hound mix, was 
examined by a local animal hospital and 
reunited with his owner.

1/6/19: An automobile was found 
floating in the Great South Bay near 
Bayport, triggering a helicopter search 
for the driver and possible passengers 
by Suffolk Police and Bayport Fire 
Department. The vehicle was ultimate-
ly determined to be abandoned, with no 
drownings taking place.

2/12/19: Two crew members with 
injuries were evacuated from a barge by 
USCG Fire Island near Fire Island Inlet 

after the pump system in their vessel malfunctioned. 
4/18/19: The captain of a commercial clam 

dredge was rescued off the coast of Point O’Woods 
by Suffolk County Marine Bureau after suffering a 
medical incident.

Island Stars 
“Love” endures. The popular sculpture by Lau-

ra Kimpton that graced Fire Island Pines last sum-
mer as a temporary art installation is now a footnote 
of Fire Island’s past, but not forgotten. Kimpton’s 
creation has found a permanent home in Las Vegas, 
where it can be found in The Venetian Resort Hotel’s 
lobby. So those who are missing it, and maybe 
wish to play some slots, know it’s just a short plane  
ride away.

Famed fashion designer, and Water Island resi-
dent, Michael Kors underwent a rebranding of his 
company at the end of 2018, with a name change 
inspired by another island he loves – Capri Holdings. 
The name change came as part of Kors’ acquisition 
of Versace a few months prior, according to Forbes. 
Donatella Versace has stayed on as the company’s 
chief creative officer.

Kudos to actor and Ocean Bay Park area regu-
lar John C. Reilly for his well-earned Golden Globe 
Best Actor nomination for his work in the acclaimed 

film, “Stan and Ollie.” His other 2018 
film “Holmes and Watson,” direct-
ed by Ethan Cohen, did not enjoy the 
same level of critical success. Howev-
er this slapstick-loving editor thought 
the film was a hoot, and predicts it will 
become a cult classic for generations 
to come.

Congratulations to Fire Island 
Pines’ Andy Cohen on his recent 
induction into the world of father-
hood! Benjamin Allen Cohen was 
born in early February, weighing in 
at 9 pounds, 2 ounces. The 50-year-
old executive producer of the “Real 
Wives” franchise, and host of Bravo’s  
“Watch What Happens Live” con-
ceived the child with a surrogate.

Proud father Andy Cohen with newborn son Ben, and his dog Wacha. 
(Bravo.com)

Wilbur was saved by the SCPD from chilly bay waters shortly after Christmas. 
(Photo Nixle.com)
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WELCOME BACK! Bye, bye winter. 
Bye, bye rain (we hope). Looks like it 
will be a very busy summer with events 
for everyone.

We are all saddened by the death of 
Carole Thomas from metastatic cancer. 
Carole was my neighbor and friend and 
a valued contributor to both KLAW and 
the KFD Auxiliary. 

We extend congratulations and best 
wishes to Danielle and George on their 
marriage, announced by the ribbon 
around their door. Longtime renters 
John, Robin, Jen, Joe and Scott are proud 
new owners of “Way Way Yonder” on 
Seabay, and have already put in a new 
ramp, bicycle rack, windows, outdoor 
shower and dryer shed. They’ll tackle 
indoor renovations anon.

The contractors are racing the 
calendar and the weather with home 
improvements. There are two homes 
being raised: Terry Corio’s former house 
on Pine and Burma and the Arthur house 
on downtown Oak. Looks like Lauren is 
having some roof work. Best of all, for 
the community, are the fabulous new 
solar lights along the dark paths between 
Pine and Seabay, on both Maple and 
Burma. (Formerly referred to as “the 
gates of hell” and path of “Children of 
the Corn.”) What a difference for night 
travelers. No more jumping into the 
phragmites at the sound of a ghostly 
bell. They were funded by KFD Auxil-
iary’s Community Day earnings, which 
were loaned to KCA. Erected by Sam 
Wood, they work well – even with our 
recent limited solar fuel.

The year rounders are surely 
approaching the new season with mixed 
emotions – crowds, driving restric-
tions, but again, we will all be enjoying 
good times. With a number of Kismet 
seasonal homeowners checking in, 
there is a swelling chorus of longing 
for warmer weather and less rain, especially on the 
weekends. We have already experienced our first 
crowded downtown with the May 4 Kentucky Derby 
showing, with beautiful big hats, English fascina-
tors and confused winners and non-winners. The Pig 
Roast boasted hundreds of presold tickets and crowds 
pouring off the ferry to feast under the big tent. KFD 
debuted their seasonal sweat and T-shirts at tables in 
the space between – the 2019 color is maroon.

The Kismet Historical Society invites entries for 
a design competition for an official Kismet logo – 

competition is open to all. Email your design idea 
to woodbuilt@aol.com or drop it in Sam’s mailbox 
outside his office. Deadline is May 24 at noon. The 
winner will be announced the next day.

Our Calendar of Events has already started, taking 
us through August.

After Derby/Pig Roast weekend, the next event of 
the season was the Battle of the Bloody Mary with 
15 contestants vying for honors at the Fire House on 
May 18, at 11 a.m., which will be covered in our next 
edition. KFD will have hosted a CPR class May 22.  

Memorial Day weekend events 
include a second annual KLAW book 
sale at Seabay and Burma, on Saturday, 
May 25, at 11 a.m. This year’s event also 
features a slew of craft materials (yarn, 
needles, etc.) and a pre-auction display 
of both a child’s and an adult’s bikes. 
The Kismet Fire Department will hold 
an open house, with rides and fire hose 
demos, on Sunday, May 26, at 11 a.m. 

Moving on to June, the Kismet 
Community Association will meet 
Sunday, June 2. Homeowner reminder: 
Dues are due. The 22nd Annual KLAW 
Flea Market is set for Saturday and 
Sunday, June 15 and 16, at the Fire 
House, with auctions and new and 
slightly used treasures at bargain 
prices. Doors open at 10 a.m. on both 
days. The Annual Burger cook-off on 
the beach off Seabay is scheduled for 
June 29. Everyone is invited to cook 
and/or eat. See John B. if you want to 
enter the competition. 

July will kick off with KFDA bingo 
on Tuesdays, beginning July 2, with 
separate times for tweens/kids and for 
adults. Adult movies will start Sunday 
evenings at 8 p.m., beginning July 7;  
with the tweens/kids movie times to 
be announced. The Sandcastle building 
contest will be back on July 6, at 10 
a.m., at the beach off Pine. The July 
4 Parade and KFD BBQ will be held 
July 7. This longstanding event begins 
with kids in costumes in parent-drawn 
wagons ending at the Bay, for a patri-
otic moment, then prizes for great 
floats. KFD members serve up food, 
drinks and auction tickets. As usual, 
KLAW will be auctioning a new bike.

Repeating last year’s event of the 
season, there is another KFDA Commu-
nity Day scheduled for July 20. This was 
a super fun event and not to be missed! 
This well planned fundraiser offered lots 

of fun and brought the community together.
Comedy Night is on for Aug. 9. Admission is $40. 

Kismet’s favorite, the Flower Ladies, will do two 
encores, one in July and one in August.

There will be more event details in future Kismet 
Kapers. Sound exhausting? There’s always the beach 
or a cozy nook on the deck.

K I S M E T
by Bradlee White | kismet@fireisland-news.com

Kismet Kapers

1. Scott and friends working on “Way Way Yonder.”

2. Caryn shows “before” Derby ticket to Dana Robin. 
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HI THERE, AND WELCOME to the latest addition 
to Saltaire’s never-ending, ever-spending roster of 
civic improvements. This year, it’s reached right into 
the heart of civic-ness, and unless you veer left or 
right on Bay when you trundle off the dock, it’s one 
you neither can, nor will want to, miss. You can’t 
spell “Village Hall” without “Voila,” well, except for 
the o, so, voila – our new Village Hall.

Yep, right where the old one stood a new one has 
arisen from the Phoenician ashes, fittingly as it’s a 
monument to early Phoenician architecture, and 
while the exterior (or “outside” as the builders call 
it) looks fairly similar the big news is the revamped 
interior, with a larger library (enough that we can 
expand the sign so that it no longer reads “libary”) 
and a bathroom respectful of its patrons’ privacy on 
the first floor, plus a second-floor office that’s more 
open, spacious and conducive to the work ethic. It 
also has a mandated lift to enable disabled access 
to the office, so that never again will anyone claim 
that the Village Administrator’s elevator doesn’t go 
all the way to the top floor. The real crowd-pleaser 
is an upstairs alcove especially carved out to house 
the popcorn machine that the Village has for years 
used to fulfill the requirements of the free-lunch pro-
gram mandated for the camp by the Department of 
Health and Human Services. At the building’s ded-
ication ceremonies the machine was singled out for 
attention by Colonel Orville “Red” Husk of the Suf-
folk County Marine Bureau, 
a longtime backer of the 
community who frequently 
pops in to chew the fat with 
Mario during the winter. We 
were going to go whole-hog 
and purchase a brand new 
machine to complement our 
brand new Village Hall, but 
funds ran low and it was 
either that or the elevator, 
which won out by a 3-2 vote 

of the Board once we’d agreed on how many doors 
it should have. So, same old machine, same old pop-
corn, same old bags (popcorn, that is), but it looks 
great in its new location. Oh, yeah, there’s an office, 
meeting room, bathrooms, library, utility areas and 
stuff surrounding it in the form of a building. 

Of course, in a project of this scope, erected 
under harsh winter working conditions, the occa-
sional mishap is bound to occur. Two of the work-
ers disappeared the day we finished closing up the 
downstairs wall, but, you know, I’m sure they’re 
okay, probably in Atlantic City, and what, worst-
case scenario, they’ll have quite a tale to tell when 
the place gets its next renovation in 2100. Not to 
mention all that accumulated overtime. Incidental-
ly, we just left the contracts for that undertaking; 
since the Village’ll be flush once we finish paying 
off this year’s projects in 2096. It’s all very effi-
cient, and after all, you can’t spell “efficient” with-
out the e, t and one of the i’s in “Saltaire.”

Next year we’ll be 
boasting about our 
rebuilt 14 Bay Prom, 
which will add the post 
office and courtroom 
to its current tenants, 
Public Safety and the 
Medicine Show. Mean-
while, an oft-asked 
question is, where will 
the post office and 
courtroom be this year? 
Well, as a Village offi-
cial, I can forthrightly 
state: beats me. Okay, 
there are temporary 
locales set aside for each, but we’ll save those sur-
prises for the first person given a summons for tam-
pering with the mail. Oh, I almost forgot – we have 
a 40 percent reconstituted Lighthouse Prom way out 
east, all done up in shiny new wood. Ran into a few 
problems this year (water) but got it all sorted out, 
and the remainder should be hammered out by the 
start of summer 2020. It looks beautiful, will survive 
a comet-generated tidal wave and, being wood, is of 
course trip-proof, skid-proof, sand-proof, cut-open-
your-foot-on-a-nail-proof, and will slow down traffic 
so much cars will actually back up through town. 

Imperial Rome’s roads are 
unrivaled no more. 

  Speaking of civic vir-
tues, our municipal elec-
tions are set for Friday, 
May 24, and for the first 
time in five years all the 
candidates are running 
unopposed: Village Jus-
tice Frank Markus (four 
years) and Trustees Nat 
Oppenheimer and Hugh 

O’Brien (two years). I don’t know whether that in-
dicates satisfaction or exhaustion on the part of the 
electorate, but either way, we’re grateful for your 
confidence and, of course, a campaign less taxing 
than the Board.

Now, there were a few post-Labor-Day highlights 
last year. First weekend after Labor Day, the SVFC 
held a wet-down for the trio of new vehicles added to 
its fleet during calendar 2018 – pumper, ambulance 
and pickup. Personnel from neighboring departments 
(Ocean Beach, Ocean Bay Park, Kismet, Fair Har-
bor) helped celebrate these automotive acquisitions 
in the traditional fire service manner, namely, blast-
ing heavy streams of water onto the vehicles, which 
of course in this climate does them a lot of good: a 
baptism of water before the baptism of fire. Much 
more effective than attacks with a Super-Soaker, 
which should at least reassure homeowners nervous 
about just how much water we can pump onto an ac-
tual burning house. Both home and visiting vehicles 

sounded their horns 
and sirens as accom-
paniment, a boister-
ous din much appre-
ciated by neighbors 
and tennis players. 
Equally boisterous 
will be another pan-
cake breakfast hosted 
by the SVFC Sunday, 
May 26, from 8 a.m. 
to around 11 or so.

However, fire 
trucks weren’t the 
only ones baptized 
last fall. On Sunday, 

Oct. 7, the minister at St. Andrews held a blessing 
of the animals. Seven dogs and one cat, each given a 
sprinkling of holy water and praised by the minister 
for the love they give their families or, in the case 
of the cat (Phoebe), that mask of contented expec-
tation that passes as love. Very sweet and a lot of 
well-behaved fun, though several of the pups seemed 
disappointed that the water came from a bowl and 
not the nearby hydrant. “Good God!” exclaimed one 
passerby. No: “Good Dog!” Amen.    

S A LTA I R E
SALTAIRE SUMMERY by Hugh O’Brien | saltaire@fireisland-news.com
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1. The cheerful façade of the new Village Hall bids 
a hearty Saltaire welcome to returning residents.  
(Photo by Catherine O’Brien) 

2. “What drop in water pressure?” Firefighters  
from across the island douse the SVFC’s latest  
automotive acquisitions last September.  
(Photo by Vern Henriksen)

3. “You mean, you’re not giving me the whole bowl?” 
Phoebe becomes the lone cat baptized during  
St. Andrew’s blessing of the animals in October.  
(Photo by Catherine O’Brien)
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NEARLY 500,000 ROUND-TRIP FERRY FARES 
to Ocean Beach are paid annually, and with summer 
driving rules taking effect on June 15, nearly all of 
us will once again be ferrying to town. Whether we 
are residents of this unique and idyllic community or 
just passing through, most will agree that a beach-
bound trip across the bay is much less an incon-
venience than a welcome respite – a half hour of 
anticipation, or planning, or catching up with neigh-
bors and friends.

This summer season brings with it a sense of clo-
sure for many of us. The loss of our ferry terminal in 
the fall of 2012 was one of the more visible afteref-
fects of the damage inflicted by Hurricane Sandy, and 
the completion and reopening earlier this spring of a 
new terminal fills a void in our bay-
front downtown area.

In addition to all the human car-
go carried across the bay, some rather 
unique items are sometimes delivered 
to the beach – including a prefabricat-
ed 4,700-pound Morello Forni pizza 
oven, which arrived on May 8.

“It took 10 people a little over four 
hours to get it from the dock to the 
deli,” said Travis D’Arienzo, own-
er of the Mermaid Market, locat-
ed across the street from the dock at Ocean Breeze 
and Bay walks. A Bobcat was used to transport the 
oven – which had already traveled across the Atlan-
tic from Genoa, Italy – and lift it through the store’s 
front window.

D’Arienzo is entering his fourth year as owner 
of the year-round establishment. With the arrival of 
the pizza oven comes major changes for the Mar-
ket, including a name change to Dockside Brick 
Oven Pizza and Deli. The staff now will be offer-
ing personal size pizzas with customizable dough 
and toppings, in addition to all the foods and ser-
vices previously available. Ocean Beach artist Wen-
dy Erdmann designed a new mosaic tile sign for the 
building’s exterior.

Several local business owners have come togeth-
er to form the Ocean Beach Chamber of Com-
merce, a new non-profit organization formed to 
facilitate “both economic and social growth in sup-
port of our members and the Ocean Beach com-
munity.” The Chamber’s executive board consists 

of Jennifer Moritz, Jon Randazzo, 
Mary Ellen Kelly, and Scott Hirsch. 
The co-presidents are Moritz and 
our own Chris Mercogliano.

The former Michael’s Pizza 
restaurant on Bay Walk at Evergreen 
will operate this season as Beacheria 
Pizza-n-Pasta under the management 
of Jon Randazzo. Jim Betz, own-
er of Maguire’s Bayfront Restaurant on Bungalow 
Walk, passed along information about a new partner-
ship between the Fire Island Water Taxi and several 
Ocean Beach restaurants. After paying a full lateral 
fare to Ocean Beach from another Fire Island com-
munity, customers will receive a voucher for a free 

ride home after presenting a receipt 
of entrée purchase from any Ocean 
Beach participating restaurant.

Ocean Beach Association (OBA) 
president Maria Silsdorf tells us the 
OBA is sponsoring a forum for vil-
lage trustee candidates at the Commu-
nity House on Saturday, May 25, at  
11 a.m., in addition to many other 
events and programs.

“This year we have purchased a 
Mobi-Mat, which is being installed on 

Bungalow Walk,” added Silsdorf. The mat will allow 
those who have difficulty walking 
on uneven ground to make their 
way across the sand more easily.

“Now that the village finished 
public spaces, we are looking for 
activities to fill them!” said Holly 
Etlin, president of the Ocean Beach 
Community Fund (OBCF). The 
OBCF has a full schedule of events 
planned for the summer, including 
movie nights and recreational programs.

A village election will be held Friday, June 7, 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., at the Community House. 
Three candidates – incumbents Matthew Blake and 
Christopher Norris, as well as challenger Steve Einig  
– will be vying for two trusteeships. Requests for 
absentee ballots may be sent to Steven W. Brauti-
gam, Village Clerk, P.O. Box 457, Ocean Beach, 
NY 11770, by May 31. Completed ballots must be 
received by June 6.

On April 13, the Ocean Beach village board 
approved an agreement with Suffolk County to open 
a crisis center on a 900-square-foot plot of land adja-
cent to the county’s emergency operations center in 
Yaphank. In the event a natural disaster hinders trav-
el to the beach, government and emergency opera-
tions will continue from this facility.

The village office tells us the wagon park is now 
open on the east tennis court adjacent to the ferry 

terminal, and that a golf cart is 
once again available for seniors. 
The freight house reopened at the 
terminal on April 1. Fire Island 
Ferries freight manager Christo-
pher Forgét notes that the freight 
house is a temporary waypoint for 
smaller items and that perishable, 
landscaping, and building materi-

als cannot be brought inside.
The village’s first bulk trash pickup day will be 

Wednesday, June 12. Two items per property may 
be collected, and village hall must be notified of the 
pickup by June 6.

The community has welcomed some new mem-
bers since last season. Former village trustee Jason 
Bendicksen’s daughter, Alex, gave birth to baby 
Lela in December. Rick and Carol Kushner’s 
daughter, Louise, welcomed a baby, June Kushner 
Riggs, with father Sky Riggs. The Kushners reside 
in Corneille Estates.

“The infamous ‘Bench Gang’ lost one of its most 
beloved members,” said Anne Niland of Ocean 
Beach, on the passing of Howie Solomon, who 
would often be found with friends on the benches 
of Bay Walk. Also lost was Howard Solomon of B 
Street in Seaview (no relation); Anna LaViolette of 
Summer Club; Ann Marie Krepela, fire department 

EMT, trustee emeritus of the 
Free Union Church, and wife 
of former Ocean Beach may-
or Ed Krepela; noted watercol-
or artist Christy Edwards; Renne 
Roth, beloved wife and mother 
who built Fire Island Real Estate 
alongside her husband, the late 
Ernest Roth; Debbie Smith; 
Tony Winick; Jim Heller; Lisa 

Stern; Barbara Burns; and Irwin “Buddy” Gilsten.
We will be highlighting high school and college 

graduates of the class of 2019 in the June 7 issue. 
Submissions with names and alma maters of resi-
dents of Ocean Beach and the surrounding commu-
nities must be received by May 31 for inclusion.

As our community begins to once again hum with 
activity, I hope to see you on the boats or docks or 
around town. Until then, enjoy the sun.

Precious Cargo

O C E A N  B E A C H  A R E A
by Joey Macellaro | joe@fireisland-news.com
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1.  Mermaid Market's new pizza oven was delivered 
May 8. (Courtesy Travis D'Arienzo)

2.  Staff members welcome the new Dockside pizza 
oven. (Courtesy Travis D'Arienzo)

3.  Louise Kushner and Sky Riggs with baby June.  
(Courtesy Shoshanna McCollum)

4.  The Smith-Wersebe cottage has been replaced with 
this new home on the bay at Evergreen.

4



T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   1 7

www.fireisland-news.com

THE OCEAN BEACH Village Board 
of Trustees meeting held on May 
18 in the new Ferry Terminal Boat 
House began at 11:15 a.m. There 
were 14 items on the general session 
agenda to be discussed between the 
board and those in attendance, includ-
ing budget modifications, authori-
zation and approval of attendance at 
Suffolk County background investi-
gations for police applicants, and dis-
posal of “surplus vehicle.” Item 11, 
“accept and approval of Fire Island 
Water Taxi, LLC Rider ‘B’ to Lease” 
was motioned to be tabled for the  
next meeting.

“We are pretty much ready for the 
summer,” said Mayor Matthew Blake 
in his mayor’s report as the fifth item 
on the agenda. He turned the report 
over to Steven Brautigam, treasurer, 
who went on to explain that multiple 
systems are fully operational.

Brautigam listed all wells, wag-
ons, generators and water systems as 
fully operational, along with multi-
ple facilities such as the tennis courts, 
baseball field and community house. 
He tacked on that a new women’s 
room is also open to the public in the 
community house.

“Twenty new trees have already 
been planted in the village and more 
are on order and will be coming in,” 
Brautigam said. “Flowers and banners 
are being put out as we speak.”

It also was mentioned that a cer-
tain private construction  project, vis-
ible along the bay front and from the 
ferry when approaching the village, 
has been ordered to remove equipment 
for the summer, evoking a light cheer 
from the crowd.

“Anti-bird devices were installed 
at the ferry terminal, plastic spikes 
and owls, to scare away birds,” Brau-
tigam said.

The Suffolk County Department of 
Health began spraying for mosquitoes 
in Ocean Beach, and the mayor advises 
splashing olive oil into puddles to take 
measures to prevent mosquito bites.

The Fire Department Report listed 
changing smoke alarm batteries as the 
sole contribution to the meeting.

The Police Department Report stat-
ed that there will be four new officers 
added to the current squad that patrols 
the village. It also was mentioned that 
while the ferry terminal stands to be 
confusing and new, beachgoers will 
soon learn how to line up to board the 
ferry, saying it is important that lug-
gage remain with passengers as if lin-
ing up at the airport.

“It is a work in progress working 
with the ferry company about how 
passengers will move on and off the 
ferry,” Blake said. “We also will be 
building senior citizen benches at the 
ferry terminal. People can always 
come into this building.”

A motion was made to present all 
“seasonal as needed” workers for the 
ratification and approval of person-
nel, which includes 38 police officers, 
10 dispatchers, a chief lifeguard, two 
assistant chief lifeguards, seven senior 
lifeguards, 22 lifeguards, 11 beach 
attendants, two laborers, and two mari-
na dock attendants.

In addition, another motion was 
made to discuss paid and elected offi-
cials in regard to the retirement sys-
tem. Considering that trustee positions 
do not work a standard workday, an 
estimate is made for how many hours 
they work that clocks into the retire-
ment system. This motion is a require-
ment of the board every year.

Moving along swiftly to item 10, 
the budget was not discussed in detail 
by the board, but a motion was made 
to approve the budget. The general 

budget modifications for 2018-2019 
were made available for residents and 
also is available online. 

“In an effort for employees to gain 
knowledge and efficiency in their 
municipal duties, we are hereby autho-
rizing John Zois to attend Suffolk 
County background investigations for 
police applicants, to be held in Brent-
wood, at a cost of $350,” Brautigam 
said to sum up item 12 on the agenda.

The surplus vehicle listed in the 
meeting schedule is a 2007 Ford F5D 
pickup truck that was reported to have 
a minimum value of $1,000, with no 
present or future use to the village, 
deemed by the chief of police. There-
fore, the clerk is authorizing the sale of 
the vehicle with the Ocean Beach logo 
to be removed. If bids are not received, 
the truck will be disposed of.

The brief meeting came to an 
end with the last item on the agenda, 
hearing of the citizens. A representa-
tive from the Ocean Beach Associa-
tion took this opportunity to announce 

there are three current initiatives they 
are working on to take place short 
term: A Meet the Candidates forum 
will be held on Saturday, May 25, at 
11 a.m., at the Community House; a 
clothing drive in June, with date to be 
announced; and the summer member-
ship meeting on Saturday, June 22.

Editor’s Note: Minutes to the Ocean 
Beach Board of Trustees meetings that 
transpired off-season can be found on 
their website at www.villageofocean-
beach.org/meetings.

The Ocean Beach General Elections 
will be held Friday, June 7, 2019, with 
polls open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., at 
the Ocean Beach Community House 
on Cottage and Bay walks. May 28, 
2019, is the last day to register to vote 
within Suffolk County in order to vote 
in this election. Call Village Hall at  
631-583-5940 with questions about 
absentee ballot application.

Ocean Beach Board of Trustees 
Meeting: 5/18/19
By Emma Boskovski

Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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THE CHERRY GROVE COMMUNITY HOUSE 
and Theater was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2013. It carries the additional 
qualification, “of national significance,” gateway to 
Landmark status. The research and analysis accom-
panying the application process was rigorous, simi-
lar to a college term paper. Primary source material 
(an era’s contemporary records, deeds, maps) and 
secondary sources (e.g. biographies, books written 
by historians - which may or not be based on prima-
ry sources), among other resources, are incorporated 
into the historic narrative. Cherry Grove’s narrative 
ranged from its settlement through 1969, the year of 
New York City’s Stonewall Riots.

Luckily, the Cherry Grove Property Owners As-
sociation and the Arts Project had maintained min-
utes and materials documenting their activities 
beginning in 1944. These primary source materials 
formed the backbone of the site’s application. 

Not so easily authenticated were the “origin leg-
ends” of Cherry Grove itself – when it was estab-
lished as a settlement. Legend and historians of 
record say that Archie and Elizabeth Perkinson came 
to Fire Island in 1868. They built accommodations, 
a small dock, and began offering food and lodging 
to hunters and fishermen visiting the Great South 
Beach. Over time they built a hotel and named their 
lot Cherry Grove. 

The narrative’s accuracy came into question re-
cently when a social media site pointed to a sign in-
scribed, “Welcome to Cherry Grove, est. 1869.” 
Commenters endorsed jointly celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the Stonewall Inn Riots and the 150th 
anniversary of Cherry Grove. No one reading the so-
cial media column ‘owned’ creating the sign with its 
1869 date designation.

Whether or not an anniversary event is held is un-
important. Legitimizing the 1868 date is a valid ex-
ercise, however, especially at a time when “alternate 
facts” (aka personal opinion) trumps available evi-
dence. The goal of historians is to avoid inadvertent-
ly creating historical mythologies in pursuit of facts. 
To cut to the chase, there are no primary source re-
cords discovered as yet that conclusively confirm 
1868 or 1869 as the founding date of Cherry Grove. 

Fire Island in the 1860s was a resort destina-
tion that included the David S.S. Sammis Surf Hotel 
and the Dominy House near the Fire Island Light-
house on the western end of the island. Steam ferries 
from Babylon transported visitors to these locales. 
People traveled by sailboat from Sayville and Pat-
chogue (where the Perkinson family resided) to to-
day’s Cherry Grove. Period newspapers evidence 
these facts.

Maps from the 1700s indicate lifesaving cabins 
and rude fishing shacks dotting the Atlantic shore-
line. No present day communities are named. “Heads 
and Horns” is a named location of present day Cher-
ry Grove on 1830’s maps. Beyond such markers, lit-
tle documentation exists regarding land ownership. 

An online report, “Historic Resource Study, Fire 

Island National Seashore Long Island, N.Y.” (Fletch-
er and Kintz, 1979), describes disputes over com-
mon vs. private land ownership, which characterized 
Fire Island land use and tenure. An oft-cited primary 
source is Green vs. [David S.S.] Sammis, as an adju-
dicated dispute. Regional agencies document that 20 
proprietors (freeholders) purchased undivided beach 
property at Fire Island Inlet in 1789. 

Many of the freeholders and heirs never consis-
tently filed deeds or wills with Brookhaven docu-
menting property transfers. Over 100 parties with 
claims to Fire Island property were notified of a 
pending partition action in 1871. (Perhaps the Per-
kinsons were among those.) One of three unbroken 
chains of ownership belonged to Humphrey Avery 
whose three granddaughters inherited his Fire Island 
land part in 1871, subject to the dowager rights of 
their mother Betsy Avery. That was Lot 26 (the fu-
ture Cherry Grove) so designated on the Jonathan 
Sammis (Surveyor) map arising out of the Great 
Partition of 1871-1878. Neighbors shared their Fire 
Island lots for cattle grazing and the harvesting of 
sedge seagrasses. In civil law a “usufruct” is the right 
granted an individual to use and enjoy the property 
of another provided they care for and maintain it and/
or pay rent.

It is entirely possible the Perkinsons rented or in-
formally shared a lot, or were unmolested common 
law tenants of the Avery property for a number of 
years preceding the Great Partition. Yet to be discov-
ered historic papers might confirm this. Secondary 
sources do state the Perkinsons bought Fire Island 
property shortly following the Great Partition settle-
ment (circa 1878).

A turn back time article in the Suffolk County 
News (September 1956) recounts a historic narra-
tor describing visitors ”going to Archie’s long before 
the community was named [Cherry Grove].” The re-
sort’s name does not appear on the initial July 16, 
1878 Sammis surveyed map. 

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle (August 1880) carries 
a correspondent’s letter. He visited “an unpreten-
tious but very popular resort known as Cherry Grove 
House, where mine host, disperses roast clams, 
chowder and lager beer.”

1869 first enters the Cherry Grove narrative in 
an essay by Charles Dickerson appearing in the Fire 
Island News in 1969, and repeated in his self-pub-
lished monograph in 1975. He has Archie Perkin-
son posting a sign on his dock announcing “shore 
dinners” in 1869. No sources are cited to confirm 
that date. 

Esther Newton relied on Dickerson’s account in 
her academic history, “Cherry Grove, Fire Island” 
(1993). In a footnote, however, Newton acknowledg-
es Madeleine C. Johnson as giving 1868 for the re-
sort’s founding. 

Johnson, in 1983, authored a discourse on Fire 
Island’s historic communities, “Fire Island 1650s 
–1980s.” It was for many years the only published 
“history” of Fire Island. Local historians and the Fire 

Island National Seashore have subsequently incor-
porated the 1868 date in their texts.

The contradiction of dates was recognized at the 
time of the National Register application. Charles 
Dickerson, a one-time Cherry Grove resident, mud-
dled Cherry Grove’s narrative, and Esther Newton 
compounded the confusion by not addressing the 
discordant dates she noted. 

The availability of digitalized records online in 
2013 allowed for a broader search of primary and sec-
ondary sources than was possible for Davidson’s and 
Newton’s research. The most significant turn back 
time article, first printed in the Fire Island Weekly, 
was picked up by David Bailey of SCN, (October 
1958). In it, Mrs. Myra Jones Weeks of Patchogue, 
NY, the granddaughter of Archer and Elizabeth Per-
kinson, states that her grandparents purchased or 
leased land on Fire Island in 1868 that became pres-
ent-day Cherry Grove. She states “the price was 25 
cents a front foot extending from bay to ocean.” This 
citation did not appear in Davidson’s or Newton’s 
works. It was apparently newly-recovered informa-
tion in 2013. 

Weeks’ narrative is considered a family oral his-
tory, repeated over several generations. Genealogists 
and academic historians incorporate such primary 
sources into historic narratives with caution. Mem-
ories can become muddled over time, are sometimes 
biased accounts, or are dimmed by the interviewee’s 
age. Weeks was only 72 in 1958. 

Academic historians generally concur, however, 
that where information obtained through oral inter-
views exists nowhere else, it must be taken at face 
value. Details like price and footage are emphatic, 
supporting Weeks’ accuracy recalling the 1868 date 
as well. 

Weeks was not a first-person observer of events 
in 1868 of course. She was 14 years old at Archie’s 
death and 30 years old when Elizabeth Perkinson 
died. The family history can be presumed to have 
been shared with her, however, by those who direct-
ly experienced it. Weeks also may have had posses-
sion of records substantiating her narrative in 1958. 
Her recall is nonetheless subjective. Oral histories 
are neither considered final nor necessarily conclu-
sive historical records. Taken together with other 
facts they can reinforce the analysis and interpreta-
tion of an event.

Our collective history is important not only in 
Cherry Grove or to Fire Island, but nationally. Belief 
in its authenticity is essential. Until primary source 
records are uncovered that refute the family narrative 
by a direct descendant of the Perkinsons, and its ac-
ceptance by historians of record, 2019 will mark the 
151st birthday of Cherry Grove. 

Carl Luss is the community historian of  
Cherry Grove.

OP-ED: Lot 26 and the 
Founding of Cherry Grove
By Carl Luss
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NO MATTER HOW LONG IT’S BEEN since the 
last column, it’s easy to pick up where we left off 
in Ocean Bay Park. Labor Day, the end of summer 
2018 has come and gone. The day that all the locals 
wait for, Tumbleweed Tuesday, is the beginning of 
the off-season for us. Those of us who live here year 
round then go back to whatever normal is on a barri-
er beach island. We have tried our best to look after 
our beloved town in your absence. And now the 
cycle repeats itself. We are on the cusp of summer 
2019, so here’s a brief recap of what happened while 
you were gone. 

The off-season started with the 
first annual pumpkin carving host-
ed by the Fazio’s at “Neptune’s 
Garden.” At first I was skeptical 
that there would be a good turn-
out, but there was so much inter-
est, we had to actually reserve our 
pumpkins in advance. There was 
wine and cheese and lots of gourmet 
goodies donated by Matty’s Market 
from Ocean Beach. The pumpkin 
carving was a great prelude to the 
annual Ocean Bay Park Association 
Halloween Party. As usual, Steven 
Jaffe played Pied Piper/Mary Pop-
pins and trekked through the town 
with kids in tow trick-or-treating 
at the houses that had registered in 
advance. The trick-or-treating was 
followed by a potluck dinner. It’s 
so great to see how this party has 
grown as the years have gone by 
and more importantly the number of 
children is increasing, too. 

The first week in December brings another 
Ocean Bay Park tradition – the annual Christmas 
reunion formerly called The Schooner “Re’uner.” 
This brunch started as a way for the groupers to 
get together in between seasons, and was originally 
organized by the Harris-Byrnes family. Robbie has 

now passed the baton to Lisa McNamee, who came 
through with a great new venue near Penn Station. 
An added bonus was that it was also SantaCon and 
the sight of hundreds of Santas could not help but put 
you into the holiday spirit.

Since most of us are loathe to leave the beach 
in the summer we tend to vacation in the off-sea-
son. While many take the snowbird route and fly 
south, some of us go elsewhere. This year we took 
the advice of OBP’s own Peter Greenberg, aka The 
Travel Detective, and flew to Rome on Christmas 

Day, where we met my sis-
ter and brother-in-law, Pat-
ti and Ray Loffredo, from 
Venice, Florida. We spent 
the next two weeks travel-
ing between Italy and Spain 
with a day in Algiers. Steve 
and I were not the only ones 
who chose Europe. Aggie 
McShea, along with Katie 
Dineen and Geri Sabis-
ton, took a 10-day tour of 
France. They visited Nor-
mandy, Loire and Par-
is. Aggie told me that the 
food, the pastry, the bread 
were all fantastic, howev-
er in her words the “excit-
ing?” part of the trip was 
getting back to JFK and 
realizing that her passport 
had fallen out of her back-
pack on the plane. What 
saved the day for her was 
her MTA EasyPay senior 

citizen card since it was the only ID she had with her 
picture on it! 

Joan and JD DeSerio did not have time to vaca-
tion since they were busy planning and preparing for 
their daughter Alana’s wedding to Stephanie Volin-
sky. The wedding took place on April 15, in Alba-
ny, New York. Representing Ocean Bay Park were 
Diane Sweeney and Ken Klein, Patti Loesch, Tom 
and Pam Neal and Elise and Ralph Pleasec. Alana 
was a truly stunning bride and Joan did not disap-
point either! Only Joan DeSerio can pull off pink sat-
in stilettos with ostrich feather trim. I am daring her 
to wear them to Happy Hour one of these Fridays. It 
seems like only yesterday that both Janice McBride 
and I were taking turns bringing Alana into the ocean 
and/or rescuing her from it! I had the knee surgery 
to prove it. Best of luck to you Alana and Stephanie, 
may you have many happy years together and make 
your own Fire Island memories as well. 

April was really a special month for us as Steve 
and I were able to witness the promotion of our dear 
friend Paul Brincat to FDNY Battalion Chief. Paul 
is also a member of the Ocean Bay Park Volunteer 
FD and to my knowledge is now the highest ranking 

professional firefighter on all of Fire Island. OBP is 
fortunate to have his experience and expertise. We 
were so honored to be able to attend the ceremony 
and then to celebrate with Paul and Joanne and his 
family. Way to go, Paul, we all knew that studying 
and hard work would pay off. Christopher, if you are 
reading this, I hope you are next.

I purposely did not start with the most obvious 
update from last year and that is “the beach proj-
ect.” When many of you closed up your homes and 
left the island, the houses that I referred to as the 
Moai in my last column of 2018 were still standing. 
While you were away, the FIMI project reached 
Ocean Bay Park and the houses south of Traffic on 
the dune were demolished. They were taken down 
literally board-by-board. It was sad to watch but I 
always try to see the glass as half full rather than 
half empty. I truly hope that when the new dunes 
are built that this sacrifice will not have been for 
naught. It is still taking me a while to get used to the 
sight of our new normal and you probably will, too. 
The reality is that the ocean was here before any of 
us and it will still be here when we are gone. In the 
interim it is our responsibility to do what we must 
to protect this precious strip of sand so that future 
generations can know just how special life is on our 
barrier beach island. 

Welcome back!

O C E A N  B AY PA R K
Barbara Gaby Placilla | oceanbaypark@fireisland-news.com
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1.  JD and Joan DeSerio – Father and Mother of the 
Bride. (Photo by Pam Birnbaum-Neal)

2.  FDNY Battalion Chief Paul Brincat.  
(Photo by Joanne Brincat)

3.   Annual OBP Holiday Party – Lisa McNamee,  
Maryanne Reuther, Christina McCullogh, Pat Supple. 
(Photo by Barbara Placilla)
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AS COLE PORTER WROTE, “Birds do it, bees 
do it, even educated fleas do it.” So let’s do it and 
have a great summer! After all, aren’t we lucky to 
be here and to enjoy all the excitement? 

 On Saturday, May 18, Diane Romano, presi-
dent of the Cherry Grove Community Association 
Inc. (CGCAI), along with the townspeople, chris-
tened our new dock. Work began in October and 
now we have a wider pier, all made with Brazilian 
hardwood Ipe, ready to serve for years to come. Proj-
ect manager Rob Maag, along with our own Gerri 
Loquesto, worked diligently all winter and complet-
ed the project in time for the 2019 season. Thank 
you to all who attended including Brookhaven 
Town Councilman Neal Foley, Town Supervisor Ed 
Romaine, Park Commissioner Ed Morris, and State 
Senator Monica Martinez. Cherry Grove royalty was 
also on hand to witness this historical event, which 
doesn’t happen too often. Champagne was served to 
all. Thanks to Judy and Ken Stein, Jacquie Piazza, 
and Justin Dobay for their help. After the dock event, 
the CGCAI hosted a membership party at the Com-
munity House.     

The community had a Beach Clean Up Day on 
May 11, organized by Todd Erickson, Tim Arnold, 
Steve Williams, and the board of 
CGCAI. At least 40 people attend-
ed. This was the first part of a major 
project. The second clean up day 
will soon be announced. A total of  
$8,600 of the $20,000 needed to 
finance this ongoing undertaking has 
already been raised. The Dune Fund 
has pledged to match the final total.  

My winter schedule was very busy. I spent three 
days in Paris and then eight days in London, where 
I went to many West End shows, had wonderful din-
ners, and enjoyed spending time with my friends and 
Cherry Grove residents Peggy Samson and her hus-
band Marty. On the plane I met Dan Nafzger from 
Cherry Grove, who we also met in Hudson, New 
York, where he has a home. In Hudson, I was one of 
the entertainers in a show at The Red Dot. We also 
had dinner with our other Cherry Grove friends Mike 
Merino and Glen Dooley.  

Back in New York City, we attended a Doris Dear 
Christmas show. I performed my cabaret act at the 

Pangea in January and Feb-
ruary. I attended a special 
screening of Mike Fisher’s 
“Cherry Grove Stories” at 
the Gay and Lesbian Cen-
ter in Manhattan, and then 
again at the Cinema Arts 
Centre in Huntington. We 
attended the 71st Annual 
Cherry Grove In Town Par-
ty in Manhattan. We also 
attended the performance of 
our Cherry Grove neighbor 
Wanda Sykes at Town Hall 
on Feb. 28 in Manhattan.

Philipp Stoehr, aka Philomena, a past Homecom-
ing Queen, was once again featured in the annual 
Broadway Cares Easter Bonnet production this past 
April. Mike Merino and Glen Dooley had Glen’s 
sister Gina and her partner Paul 
as their guests from Notting-
ham, England. Nine-time Tony 
Award Winner Tommy Tune and 
his longtime friend Peter Geli-
bo spent a few days in Cherry 
Grove. They visited me at “Rose-
land.” Michael entertained them 
while I was in New York. I’m 
sure we will see them more often again this summer.

Joanne Tavis and Diane Romano hosted a sem-
inar in New York City at Northwell Health’s new 
Lenox Health Greenwich Village facility. Besides 

the interesting talks by many execu-
tives, including Executive Director 
Alex Hellinger, we were escort-
ed on a tour of the building. They 
have cutting-edge equipment and 
technology, which is fantastic. At 
least 30 people from our communi-
ty attended, including Linda Gottli-
eb from the Pines. Northwell Health 

is the provider giving us excellent medical services 
on Fire Island, including Ocean Beach and Cher-
ry Grove. 

Obituaries:
• Joe Anania lost his mother Melinda, who was 

a guest every year. She loved coming 
to the Grove especially when she saw 
a show or was here for a costume party. 

• Diane Romano lost her mother 
Kathryn Barone, who enjoyed celebrat-
ing her birthday in the Grove for the 
past 15 years.

• Frankie “Cocktail” Fioravonti lived 
in the Grove for more than 25 years. He 
became famous as a bartender in his 
high wig and outlandish outfits. 

• Ray Mann lived in the Grove with his late part-
ner Alan Prescott since the mid ‘50s. He enjoyed 
the elegant gay lifestyle.

• Sheila Styles lived at “MGM” for many years.
• Richard Wallgren bought the famous Pride House  

in the early 70s. He left the Grove at least 20 years ago. 
• Phyllis Raskin and Jon Anderson lived in the 

Grove for many years. They were both in show 
business in New York and performed in our Grove 
shows. They sold their house six years ago and 
moved to Connecticut.

• Cecilia Mary Rogers, who many of us knew 
as “Ceil,” lived in the Grove since the early ‘50s. 
She loved going to parties as much as her gin. We 
loved having her at “Roseland” for dinner.

• Tereze Gluck, a longtime resident of the 
Grove, recently built a beautiful house on the 
ocean. Her daughter is Abigail Savage, one of the 
stars of “Orange is the New Black.”

• Billy Ness, a new homeowner, died suddenly, 
leaving his partner Eddie to survive him.

• Michael Fesco worked at the Grove Hotel 
in the 1970s. He eventually became an owner and 

named the bar and disco The Ice Pal-
ace. He retired to Palm Springs, where 
he recently died.

• Carol Channing made Fire Island 
stage appearances as recently as a few 
years ago. She passed away in January. 
She was a frequent visitor, often staying 
with Jerry Herman in the Pines.

• Actress Kaye Ballard made appear-
ances at the Atlantique nightclub in the 1970s. She 
died in January. 

We also say a sad farewell to Boots, the beloved 
cat of Evelyn Danko and Valerie Perez; Dottie, the 
cat of Tommy Tusch; and Sybil, the dog of Joyce 
Rodgers. Remember all our departed loved ones at 
the Annual Memorial Service, held at the Communi-
ty House on Monday, May 27, at noon.

Upcoming Events:
• An open meeting for the Garden Club will be 

held at 202 Surf Walk, on Saturday, May 25, at  
11 a.m.  

• Wanted: Flying Nun’s, Church Ladies and 
Reformed Sinners… The Annual House Blessing 
will take place on Sunday, May 26, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

• Arts Project of Cherry Grove presents the APCG 
Homecoming Contest & Mem-
bership Party. Sunday, May 26, at  
8 p.m.

• The Annual PAWS benefit 
will be held at the Cherry Grove 
Community House, on June 1, 
with an all-star Cherry Grove 
cast. Doors open at 8 p.m. Show-
time 9 p.m. Enjoy the famous 
desserts after the show.

C H E R RY G R O V E
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine

1. Philomena at the Broadway Cares Easter  
Bonnet production.

2. Diane Romano and Joanne Tavis at Northwell 
Health’s Lenox Health Greenwich Village in NYC.

3. The gang at Beach Clean Up Day.

4. Mike Merino, Mr. Burberry, Glen Dooley, his sister 
Gina, and her boyfriend Hall.

5. Champagne anyone? Gerri Loquesto and Rob Maag 
Christen Cherry Grove’s new dock.
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IT’S ALWAYS A THRILL WHEN YOU ARRIVE 
in the Pines, seeing the natural harbor surrounded 
by boats and yachts, beautiful houses – and the peo-
ple you see aren’t bad either! The party circuit has 
begun with a major opening party of the season host-
ed by Gil Neary and Scott Riedel to celebrate Gil’s 
62nd birthday, which was at a late night fiesta, Fire 
Island Pines style. Robin Byrd did her flagging, and 
Todd Ford was the DJ spinning all the dance favor-
ites. Drinks and food was plentiful. The bartenders 
were John Quinn and Charlie Walden. 

Then there was the Kentucky Derby Party. Many 
arrived in their most glamorous hats or fascinators. 
Geoff Capes won $200 for best hat – a replica of 

Churchill Downs on his head. Another favorite was 
the Mai family all festively crowned for the occa-
sion. They were the weekend guests of David’s 
brother, Christopher, and his partner, Mathew Mar-
koff, who recently bought a house in the Pines. 

As mentioned in my Grove column I was in Lon-
don. While there I met Nathan Urquhart at the theatre, 
and then recently met him again with his partner, Ira 
Rogers, and their friend, Oliver Chen, in the Pines. 

Michael and I also spent a weekend in Hudson, 
where we met former Pines residents Jim Guedry, 
Alan Clack, and Philip Broomhall. Mark Berman, 
the president of B’Nai Olam Congregation of the 
Pines, had a wonderful Chanukah party in New York 

where many people from the Pines were in 
attendance including Rabbi Harra. 

Daniel McDonald who lived in the Pines 
for many years is now living in Orlando with 
husband Trent. He was the leading man in 
many FIPAP shows in the Pines. He works 
in a Hotel at Universal Studio. He misses us, 
and hopes to visit this summer. 

On Columbus Day weekend 2018, 
Andrew Kirtzman hosted the 10th Annual 
Theatre and Literary Weekend at The Madi-
son, which featured many members from the 
2018 Broadway Tony Award winning show 
“The Band’s Visit,” including the show’s 
star, Katrina Lenk, and Director/Actor David 
Cromer. Christine Pedi was the MC, as she 
has been for the past six years.

I attended the opening night performance 
at the Paper Mill Playhouse in Milburn, New 
Jersey, of “My Very Own British Invasion,” 
directed and choreographed by Tony Award 
winner Jerry Mitchell, a Pines resident. It 
features the music of Herman’s Hermits, with 
vocals by Peter Noone, who was celebrated 
at the opening.

Have you seen the Ozempic ad on TV? Pines res-
ident Billy Carol is featured. 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, who has been a guest 
in the Pines for the past seven years, is, as you know, 
now running for U.S. President. I have met with her 
every year she has campaigned in the Pines. She was 
the guest on “The View” a few weeks ago. I greeted 
her at the stage door. 

Obituaries:
• Arnie Guior, a longtime resident of the Pines, 

died suddenly in January. He and his partner, Atilano 
Gimenes, were celebrating their 47th year. A beauti-
ful couple inside and out, they attended all the fund-
raisers, major dinners, parties and shows, always 
together. 

• Jan Black, the father of Steven Alan Black, 
loved to attend the Labor Day show each year.

• Dr. Dick Johnston, a guest in the Pines for many 
years, leaves his beloved partner of more than 40 
years, Kostos.

• Lesley Mandel lived in the Pines and worked as 
a realtor for 22 years before moving to Palm Springs.

• Joan Freda and her late husband, Bob, lived at 
the Carrington Estate for many years while Bob was 
a ranger with the National Park Service. 

• Gloria De Mann lived on the bay at “Reflec-
tions.” She hosted many lavish fundraisers in the 
‘70s. A barge would be moored to the bulkhead and 
used as a stage for entertainers like Joan Rivers, 
Peter Allen, and Melissa Manchester.

• Mary “Bunny” Diehl moved to East Hampton 
in 2005 after the death of her partner, Laura Delano 
Eastman. Laura was a founder of FIPAP with Sylvan 
Cole and David Baker.

Upcoming Events:
• SAGE will have their 27th Annual Fire Island 

Pines Celebration, on Saturday, June 1, honoring 
Nick Politis, Richard Desjardins, and PJ McAteer.  
Once again this wonderful event will be held at  
Dr. Ed Schulhafer’s home at 225 Bay Walk. Tickets 
at www.sageusa.org.

• Linda Gottlieb will again host Women’s Pride 
in the Pines, on June 8. A fantastic event with an 
auction, it will be a busy and exciting day and eve-
ning with the three D’s (dancing, dining, and drinks.) 
Entertainment will include singer Joi Cardwell 
and comic Judy Gold. For ticket information, call  
212-755-9678 or email lgottlieb@lgbtqfocus.org.

F I R E  I S L A N D  P I N E S
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine

1. Kentucky Derby hat winner Jeoff Capes.

2. My London theatre friend Nathan Urquhart with 
partner, Ira Rogers, and their friend, Oliver Chen.

3. Nick Politis and Richard Desjardins are among those 
who will be honored by SAGE. 

4. The Mai family: Sarah, Michelle, David and Jude 
visiting from out of town and looking spectacular!

5. “The Band’s Visit” visits The Madison.
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THIS YEAR’S OCEAN BEACH general election, 
which will take place on Friday, June 7, 2019, will 
place two of three candidates on the trustee board. 
While incumbents Matthew Blake and Chris Norris 
run for re-election, they are challenged by former 
Ocean Beach Trustee Steve Einig. Voters can visit 
the polls on the above date from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., at 
the Ocean Beach Community House. Below is infor-
mation on the candidates. 

Steve Einig
As a Fire Island fre-

quenter for the past 40 
years and an Ocean Beach 
resident for the past 28, 
New York City attorney 
Einig has become more 
and more involved in the 
Ocean Beach community 
as the years have passed. 

Over time, he has participated in a multitude of com-
munity events, has spent the past 25 years running 
the children’s Sandpiper Run, and has maintained 
active membership, and at one time a presidency, in 
the Ocean Beach Association.

“Having spent so much time out there being very 
involved and getting so much out of these experienc-
es, it was very easy to always want to keep giving 
back,” Einig says. 

His care for the Ocean Beach community and 
those within it are what he says led him to serve his 
first two terms as an Ocean Beach trustee from 2000-
2008. The move was a direct response to what Einig 
says was general displeasure among himself and his 
fellow Ocean Beach homeowners; becoming direct-
ly involved was what he believed was the best way 
to make a change. 

During his time as trustee, Einig was largely 
focused on tackling imbalances between the com-
mercial and residential sectors of the village. In 
doing so, he and fellow trustees managed to raise 
business license fees while offsetting a raise in real 
estate taxes. After a lost election following his sec-
ond term, he decided to take a break from his direct 
involvement in Ocean Beach politics.

Einig has not remained dormant in his time 
away from a seat on the trustee board however. 
He has maintained his community involvement 
by attending meetings and staying up to date on 
ongoing issues and discussions within the village. 
Those discussions, he says, have led him to believe 
that the homeowners of Ocean Beach are yet  
again displeased. 

“I’m hearing a lot of unhappiness amongst my 
fellow residents. Enough that they have inspired me 
to put my hat in the ring and become a trustee again, 

mostly for reasons of oversight, accountability and 
fairness,” he says. 

If elected, Einig plans to address matters such as 
quality of life, public works matters such as sewage 
and flooding issues, and the salaries of those in elect-
ed positions, including trustees.

Einig expressed a personal concern with current 
trustee and mayor salaries. While his advocacy for 
giving those in elected positions better pay dates 
back to his first term as trustee, he believes salaries 
have gotten a bit out of hand.

“In conjunction with Hurricane Sandy, the mayor 
and trustees received salaries. But there wasn’t much 
of a public discussion or debate about it, it was more 
or less ‘This is what we’ve decided, and this is what 
we’re going to do,’” he said. “That salary has gone 
up considerably since that time … certain of us ques-
tion that and wonder if perhaps that money could be 
better spent.”

Over it all, Einig hopes to bring genuinity, and 
both wanted and needed change to the table as he 
pursues the trustee position he once held. 

“I seek the position for what may seem to be a 
silly reason, but for altruism. I want to help, and 
contribute, and make the village a better place for 
everybody. You certainly don’t do anything like this 
for the money or glory,” he says. 

Chris Norris
Nearing the end of 

his first term as a trust-
ee, Chris Norris hopes to 
find himself on the board 
again following this 
year’s general election. A 
lifelong resident of Fire 
Island – with his family’s 
residency dating back to 

his grandparents in 1910 – Norris has a number of 
issues he is dedicated to tackling to ensure a better 
tomorrow for Ocean Beach. 

“I was once apolitical in the village,” he says. 
“What prompted me to join the board were the chal-
lenges in the village that were deeply concerning 
to me. I felt I had no standing complaining about 
something if I wasn’t willing to engage in part of 
the solution.”

Norris began his first pursuit for a seat on the 
board four years ago, and won. He says his experi-
ence and expertise as a commercial general contrac-
tor in New York City for the past 30 or so years has 
given him a skill set applicable to what Ocean Beach 
has been facing in recent times.

Norris says he came into the trustee position 
with three lines of thought: to bringing the village 
back from disparities caused by Hurricane Sandy, to 

generate improvements on quality of life, and to cre-
ate overall community balance. So far, he believes he 
and his fellow board members have been successful.

“Being part of a team that is actively moving the 
ball forward, and creating a future for the kids and 
the grandkids to experience the privilege I had grow-
ing up here as a child, is precious to me. I want to be 
able to give to my kids and my grandkids what was 
given to me,” he says. “I think from every objective 
measure, things are on the upswing.”

Particularly, Norris believes bringing the village 
together is an imperative part of creating the better 
future he says he’s been working toward as a trustee. 

“We are one village. It’s not downtown, it’s not 
the residencies, it’s not the bay, it’s not the beach. 
It’s one, small community with so many treasures. 
To balance the needs of all is a high bar to hit in gov-
ernment. But working towards balance in the com-
munity without any polarization is a large portion of 
what I’ve focused on,” he says.

Norris hopes to continue what he has start-
ed if elected to another term, and views the years  
ahead hopefully.

“The future is bright and the job is not done, so 
let’s pull together, work together and continue the 
momentum we have,” he says.

Matthew Blake
As a longtime Ocean 

Beach resident, Ocean 
Beach Fire Department 
volunteer, and now a two-
term Ocean Beach trust-
ee, Blake has remained 
actively involved in life 
on Fire Island. He hopes 
to continue his record of 

involvement as he runs for his third term as trustee 
in this year’s election. 

Blake began his trips to Ocean Beach from his 
home in Queens with his parents at just 4 years old. 
What began as a summer escape from the urban 
environment he grew up in became a lifetime in a 
community he now considers home.

“When I think about my home, it’s here,” he says. 
“My deepest connections on a community level are 
with the individuals who have seen me grow up, and 
those who I’ve grown up with.”

With 37 years of residency under his belt, Blake 
says that he’s made sure to remain an active com-
munity member. He first got his foot in the door 
to the board eight years ago, when ongoing con-
tract negotiations between the village of Ocean 
Beach and Fire Island Ferries peaked his interest. 
After just finishing a graduate level course that 
focused on negotiation analysis, Blake saw himself 

INTERVIEW: 

Ocean Beach Election Candidates 2019
By Danielle Lipiec
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as a resource in the matter and offered the board his 
knowledge and experience. 

Since, he has been able to take a seat on the board 
and bring with him experience gained from years 
working in the financial services sector. Currently he 
heads a global financial services team, and says his 
career has helped immensely with work he has done 
for the village so far. 

“My value add to the group has been a few things, 
the first of which is the financial mindset I bring. I’m 
accustomed with budgets, financing structures, and I 
apply an analytical perspective to any questions that 
come up,” he says. “Additionally, I think I bring an 
external perspective to our local and more micro-ori-
ented conversations here in Ocean Beach.”

Blake believes that the current board has been 
most successful in meeting the demands of Ocean 
Beach, and hopes to maintain its chemistry and suc-
cess in the upcoming term. 

“I think the composition of the board right now 
is the best combination I’ve worked with. There are 
highly complementary skill sets. It’s important that 
you have the right mix of people – personalities, 
temperaments, professional backgrounds and per-
spectives – around that table, because at the end of 
the day, it is about driving convergence,” he says. “I 
think we have a group of very strong-minded peo-
ple who, through the board mechanism, converge 
around the right decision regularly.” 

Blake also notes the board’s success in pulling 
Ocean Beach back up to standard following Hurri-
cane Sandy, and even now, continuing to build the 
community back up in its wake, alongside needed 
improvements unrelated to Hurricane Sandy damage. 

“We have had to deal with all of that plus the recon-
struction from Hurricane Sandy, and I think we’ve 
gotten this village from a place where, seven or eight 
years ago after the storm hit, there was a question 
about the viability of Ocean Beach,” he says. “We’ve 
now come so far away from that question and you see 
tremendous investment and a more beautiful town … 
I think there’s a bright future here. It’s not just any one 
person, it’s been a collective effort on that front.”

Blake looks toward to the future optimistically, 
hoping for continued growth, success and flourish 
for the Ocean Beach community.

“We’re thinking about the current group of vil-
lagers – the residents and commercial district – all as 
one village. We’re thinking about those who are here 
today but also future generations. Everything we’re 
doing right now is about that,” he says.

Editor’s Note: Ocean Beach Association will be 
hosting a Candidate’s Forum on Saturday, May 25 at 
the Ocean Beach Community House at 11 a.m. There 
will be a meet and greet, followed by a Q&A period.
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Horseshoe Crab Education 
at Fire Island Lighthouse 
By Danielle Lipiec

AT DUSK, CHILDREN, PARENTS, and those 
of all ages in between convened at the Fire Island 
Lighthouse on Saturday, May 18, for the Fire Island 
Lighthouse Preservation Society’s annual Horse-
shoe Crab Program. Volunteers, park rangers, and 
the horseshoe crabs themselves were in attendance 
as well. 

The crowd was greeted with a presentation on 
horseshoe crab anatomy, a multitude of National 
Park Service Junior Ranger books, and an art con-
test that welcomed all ages for entry. The talk of the 
night was the touch tanks, which contained sea crea-
tures like crabs, muscles, clams, a jellyfish, and of 
course, two horseshoe crabs for attendees to interact 
with and learn about. 

Fire Island Light-
house Program Coordi-
nator Amanda Vaskas 
thinks events like these 
are mutually beneficial 
to the lighthouse and 
those who visit; many 
Long Islanders, she 
said, have surprisingly 
never made the trip.

“We’ve been doing 
the horseshoe crab pro-
gram and other events 
like it for years, and it 
gives people an excuse 
to get over to the light-
house. This gem is right 
in everybody’s back-

yard,” she said. “I’ve been involved with the pres-
ervation society for 10 years and every week I hear, 
‘I’ve lived on Long Island my entire life and have 
never been out here.’ We hold events like this real-
ly to bring people to the lighthouse. Education and 
preservation is the mission statement of the Preser-
vation Society.”

Visitors to the lighthouse enrich not only them-
selves when they visit, but also the lighthouse itself. 
Although it lies on National Park Service land, 
everything the lighthouse team does is self-funded 
through tower tours and school programs. Commu-
nity involvement, she said, is imperative to ensure 
the lighthouse continues to flourish.

As the art contest and touch tank wound down, 
National Park Ranger Dave Raymond took the 
stage for a brief presentation on all things horse-
shoe crab. He began with fun facts such as the crea-
ture’s closer relation to spiders than crabs, their 
ancient ancestry dating back 450 million years, and 
their importance in medical matters such as vac-
cines and equipment sterilization. 

Raymond also expressed concern for the ancient 
creatures, as he went into detail about their drop-
ping numbers around the United States.

“The crabs are in trouble, especially here in the 
New York area,” he said. “Their numbers are down 
and they are considered a species of special concern 
by New York State, who will be monitoring them 
more closely.”

Raymond said this is due to factors such as hab-
itat loss from things like bulkheads, which prevent 
horseshoe crabs from reaching beaches, various 
types of pollution, and predominantly – fishing. 

Because they have been popularly used for bait 
by private and commercial fishers alike, they have 
earned special privileges in states such as Dela-
ware and Virginia, who shut down fisheries when 
they saw populations dropping. While numbers in 

their area have began to rebound, Raymond told 
attendees that it has negatively affected New York 
horseshoe crab populations as fishers travel north 
for them.

“Horseshoe crabs are under a lot of pressure 
right now, and this is where you all come in – please 
help spread the word about how important it is to 
save the horseshoe crabs,” he urged. “Fire Island’s 
boundary goes 4,000 feet out into the bay. We shut 
down fishing for horseshoe crabs about 10 years 
ago, so hopefully our waters will serve as a nursery 
to repopulate the bay.” 

As promised earlier in his presentation, Ray-
mond followed his talk in leading attendees down 
to the bay, where they were able to seek out the 
horseshoe crabs in their natural habitat until sun-
down. Overlooking a pink and orange sunset, the 
crowd assisted him in searching for the creatures, 
which they managed to find a few of, and continue 
learning about. 

Raymond says the best time to go searching for 
horseshoe crabs on your own is at nighttime during 
May and June, within a few days of the new or full 
moon at high tide on any beach close to you. Ray-
mond, the National Parks Service and all those at 
the Fire Island Lighthouse encourage horseshoe 
crab-seekers to treat them respectfully and ensure 
they remain undisturbed in their environment. 

Horseshoe Crab Art Contest Entry - Olivia Etche.

NPS Ranger Dave Raymond on the Bay hike.

Horseshoe Crab Art Contest Entry - Liam Lander.
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In Memoriam: Herman Wouk
By Peter Greenberg

WHEN I WAS A CHILD growing up in New York, 
my family spent our summers out on Fire Island. (I 
still do). I have many vivid memories of my youth 
“at the beach,” and of the people I met as a kid. One 
of them, the legendary writer Herman Wouk, died 
this week at the age of 103. Wouk authored the best 
selling “The Caine Mutiny,” “The Winds of War,” 
and “Marjorie Morningstar,” among many others. 
And there was “Don’t Stop the Carnival,” a novel 
that turned into an accidental bible for the hospitali-
ty industry. My memories of him were not about the 
author Herman Wouk, but about the fisherman Her-
man Wouk. In the early mornings, when the sea was 
calm, I’d ride my bike up to the top of our block — 
Atlantic Avenue, in Seaview, and then park it by the 
wooden steps that would take me down to the ocean. 
And I’d sit on the steps and look out. And there, 
standing on the hard sand as the tide came in about 
200 feet opposite his big beach house on Beachwold 
street, the next block over, was a lone surfcaster. It 
was Herman Wouk, patiently throwing his lure into 
the ocean in hopes of landing a striped bass. I’d sit 
there, and smell the salt and the brine of the Atlantic 
and I’d watch him cast into the water, pull back the 
line, and then cast again…I’d see him there every day, 
and then in the late afternoons, when the wind would 

often pick up, I’d go back to the top of the block and 
watch him again. On Saturdays around 7:30 pm, as 
the summer sun was setting again, my mother would 
often join me to sit on those steps, because that was 
the day the big ocean liners would pass by on their 
way across the North Atlantic to Europe. We could 
always identify the ships by the number and color 
of their smokestacks. And again, there was Herman 
Wouk, the same solitary figure casting his line out 
into the churning ocean. I never saw him catch a sin-
gle fish, but as I grew older and became a writer, I 
began to realize and understand his daily ritual. He 
wasn’t really fishing. He was thinking. He was creat-
ing. And he never stopped writing. He published his 
last book three years ago when he turned 100. Her-
man Wouk left Fire Island many years ago, but his 
old house still stands. And to this day, whenever I’m 
back on Fire Island, I make a point of riding my bike 
to the top of Atlantic Avenue, and then I sit once again 
on the wooden steps and look out at that empty spot 
on the beach, on the hard sand. I can still see the fig-
ure of the solitary fisherman with the floppy hat cast-
ing his line into sea. Only this time, as I gaze out at the 
ocean, I get to think. Herman Wouk will be missed.

Reprinted with permission from Petergreenberg.com

Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS 
Maple Avenue, Bay Shore - $795,000
A Bay Shore Classic Set on .43 of Professional 
Landscaped Acre Just Moments From The Fire 
Island Ferry! This 4 Bedroom Colonial Pays 
Close Attention To Historical Details. Elegant 
Front Porch and Exterior. Five Car Detached 
Garage with Finished Loft.

Contact Margaret (Meg) T. Smith, Lic. Broker/
Owner, and Christine Geraghty, Lic. Associate 
Broker, Meg Smith and Associates Real Estate 
631-647-7013

Concourse East, Brightwaters - $1,200,000
Classic Center Hall Colonial On The Grand 
Concourse. Enjoy Amazing South Shore 
Sunsets from your Front Porch! 5 Fireplaces, 
6 Bedrooms, Master Bedroom En Suite w/
Fireplace and Sitting Room. Meticulously 
Landscaped Half Acre, Brick Patio & Outside 
Fireplace.

Contact Michael McLaughlin, Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson, and Garret Golden, Licensed 
Real Estate Salesperson with Meg Smith and 
Associates Real Estate 631-647-7013

Concourse East, Brightwaters - $819,000
Magnificent Cedar Plank/Stucco home on the 
Grand Concourse! Park Your Boat in Front 
of Your House and Zip Over to Fire Island 
for Cocktails and Breathtaking Sunsets. 5 
Bedroom, 3.5 Baths, 3431 Square Feet. All the 
Brightwaters Amenities! Must See!
 
Contact Matthew Classie, Licensed Real Estate 
Salesperson at, 631-255-2832 Meg Smith and 
Associates Real Estate 631-647-7013
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Open 7 Days a week starting Memorial Day
Please call or visit our website for more details 

631.583.8800
www.maguiresbayfrontrestaurant.com
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choice of select entrÉes
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 DINING REVIEW >> By Shoshanna McCollum

Fire Island Coffee

MY HUSBAND JOHN MAKES THE BEST 
CUP of coffee. It’s one of the reasons I married 
him. This achievement does not require a cut-
ting-edge device to brew the perfect cup – our 
Mr. Coffee maker has served us well for years. 
He does not require exotic beans from an expen-
sive gourmet shop either, but nevertheless he 
is always on the hunt for interesting brands to 
add to his curated list. So when I heard that Fire 
Island Coffee was now available for general sale, 
it peaked our interest.

In full disclaimer, Fire Island Coffee is owned 
by the parent company of this publication, and 
it is served at The Palms Hotel Fire Island and 
CJ’s Restaurant & Bar – both also owned by the 
same parent company. However even if this was 
not the case, it would still be a product worthy of 
consideration for this column.

Of course the coffee is not grown on this 
Northeast American barrier island, instead it is 
supplied by Brooklyn Roasting Company. This 
boutique firm has built its reputation on sourc-
ing sustainable, fair trade 
beans from regions of the 
world known for fine coffee. 
They supply some of the finest 
New York City Metropolitan 
Region restaurants and espres-
so bars as well, so Palms and 
CJ’s are among good compa-
ny. The specialty blends they 
make for Fire Island Coffee 
are prepared to precise client 
specifications, to assure con-
sistency and high quality.

At present Fire Island Coffee comes in two 
varieties, both aptly named: Lighthouse, which is 
ironically a dark roast; and The Grove, which is 
more of a blonde roast.

Testing criteria had its own stipulations as 
far as this author was concerned. If this review 
was going to happen, brewing conditions would 

have to be the same as any cup of coffee I have 
enjoyed from the comfort of my home – Mr. Cof-
fee maker and all. Back to my husband’s coffee, 
in this article I’m going 
to share a couple of his 
trade secrets.
Keep it Clean: Noth-
ing kills the flavor faster 
than a dirty coffee brew-
ing apparatus. Clean it, 
and do so often. Also 
use mild detergents that 
will not leave a residue 
taste. While we are on 
the subject, whatever 
the coffee maker of your 
choice, always spend the bit of extra money for 
the model with an automatic shut-off feature. Too 
many fire calls on Fire Island have begun with 
someone forgetting to turn off this homey kitch-
en appliance.
Unbleached Filters:  You know how you go to 

the grocery store and see a 
stack of white coffee filters for 
a very low price, right beside 
a shorter stack of tan col-
ored filters at a slightly high-
er price? The white filters are 
bleached, so unless you are 
one of those people who like 
a bleach aftertaste to your cup 
of Joe, reach for the tan ones. 
There are places to save pen-
nies, but coffee filters are not 
one of them.

A Touch of Cinnamon: It’s John’s secret ingredi-
ent, and he insists on really good cinnamon from 
Madagascar for this crucial step. You need only a 
pinch! Add it to your unbleached filter before add-
ing the coffee for best results. Cinnamon cuts cof-
fee acidity, so it will be smoother, whatever brand 
you use. Folklore also says that cinnamon is a 

preventative against age-related memory issues. 
Does it really work? All I can say is I woke up 
this morning and remembered I had to write this 

news article, so there 
you go!

Now was the 
moment of truth – 
tasting time! Over 
the years, my hus-
band has adapted to 
my preference for 
strong, dark roast-
ed coffee, and with 
that said we reached 
for the Lighthouse 
flavor first. It had 

a robust flavor, fragrant aroma, all those good 
things us high-test drinkers demand. However one 
of the most wonderful things about coffee is after 
a lifetime of drinking it, the beverage still has the 
potential to surprise. In this case it was how good 
the Grove flavor really was.

While I’m not really a blonde roast kind of gal, 
the complexity of flavor in the Grove blend was 
really intriguing. It had a crisp nutty taste, with 
notes of cherry, fitting to the namesake Fire Island 
community it alludes to.

However, if you are one of those people who 
reheat the coffee you made in morning and drink 
it through the day, Lighthouse is a durable brew 
that retains its flavor well over the course of the 
day. It is also a good choice for people who like to 
drink their coffee iced – and really who does not 
like a refreshing cup of iced coffee in the summer?

Both flavors come in attractive packaging that 
makes them perfect for gift giving. Add a hand-
some Fire Island coffee mug, and you’ve got an 
awesome Father’s Day gift! 

Fire Island Coffee is available for purchase in 
The Palms Hotel lobby gift shop on Cottage Walk, 
or online at ficoffee.com. We predict that list of 
sales outlets will grow in the very near future.
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Homecoming 
Queen Contest

and annual membership party

SUNDAY

Annual Membership 
$50

(Must be a member to vote). 

Wine, Beer 
and Soft drinks 

included.

Cherry Grove Community House
artsprojectcg.org

Homecoming 
Queen Contest

and annual membership party

SUNDAY

Annual Membership 
$50

(Must be a member to vote). 

Wine, Beer 
and Soft drinks 

included.

Cherry Grove Community House
artsprojectcg.org

Homecoming 
Queen Contest

and annual membership party

SUNDAY

Annual Membership 
$50

(Must be a member to vote). 

Wine, Beer 
and Soft drinks 

included.

Cherry Grove Community House
artsprojectcg.org

MAY 26 • 8PM

Design by Kenny Holcomb

arts project of cherry grove presents
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 CALENDAR >> by Lorna Luniewski 

FRIDAY, MAY 24
Plein Air Art Show
Artists from Wet Paints Studio Group  
will be painting En Plein Air at Fire  
Island Lighthouse, today and May 25.  
All artwork will be on display through 
June 10, and for sale, with 30 percent of 
the proceeds donated to the Fire Island 
Lighthouse Preservation Society. For 
details, call 631-661-4876.

SATURDAY, MAY 25
“L.I. Views”
Ned Butterfield exhibits his detailed 
watercolor seascapes and landscapes 
of Long Island’s south shore, at Bayard 
Cutting Arboretum, 440 Montauk Hwy., 
Great River, today from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., in 
the Annex Galleries of the Manor House, 
through June 2. The Gallery is open 
Thursdays-Sundays. For more informa-
tion, call 631-581-1002.

A Broadway Tribute
Carly Ozard performs an intimate show 
packed with Broadway hit songs at a  
bay home in Fire Island Pines. Doors 
open at 4:30 p.m.; show begins at  
5 p.m. In 2018, she appeared as  
Magenta in Fire Island Pines Arts  
Project’s production of “The Rocky  
Horror Show.” Tickets: $50, available  
at www.fipap.org.

Musical Theatre
Broadhollow Theatre Company presents 
“Ruthless The Musical,” at Bayway  
Arts Center, 265 East Main Street,  
East Islip, tonight at 8 p.m.; and  
May 26, at 2:30 p.m. Eight-year-old  
Tina Denmark knows she was born to 
play Pippi Longstocking, and she will 
do anything to win the part in her school 
musical, including murdering the leading 
lady! Tickets: $26; $24 ages 65 and over 
with advance reservations; all tickets $30 
at the door. For details, call 631-581-2700 
or visit www.broadhollow.org.

SUNDAY, MAY 26
Memorial Day Parade
Incorporated Village of Ocean Beach 
holds its annual parade. Veterans  
should meet at the Fire Hall at  
10:30 a.m.

APCG Homecoming  
Contest and  
Membership Party
Who will be Cherry Grove’s new  
Homecoming Queen for the season?  
Only the judges know for sure! Kick off 
the season right, and join the Arts Project 
of Cherry Grove at 8 p.m., at Cherry 
Grove Community House. Annual mem-
bership: $50 (must be a member to vote). 
Wine, beer and soft drinks included. For 
details, visit www.artsprojectcg.org.

MONDAY, MAY 27
Memorial Day Parade
Services begin at 9 a.m., at the Memorial 
Park at Bay Shore Train Station, featur-
ing the Hibernian Festival Singers and a 
Bay Shore High School student playing 
“Taps.” The parade steps off at 10 a.m.  
at Lanier Lane and Main Street, Bay 
Shore. Proceeds east on Main Street, 
north on Brentwood Road, ending at  
Oakwood Cemetery. For details, visit 
www.bayshorechamber.com.

Boat Building
Come and meet the volunteers of both 
the Penney Boat Shop and the Bob 
Grooms Moonbeam Shop as they build 
and restore various small craft, at Long 
Island Maritime Museum, 88 West Ave., 
West Sayville, from 9 a.m.-noon. Tour 
the Small Craft Building, which houses 
over 75 craft that sailed the Long Island 
waters over the past century. For details 
and additional dates, call 631-HISTORY 
or visit www.limaritime.org.

SATURDAY, JUNE 1
Annual Spring Fair
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 31 Rider 
Ave., Patchogue, holds its annual spring 
fair, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., featuring vendors 
with something for everyone. The thrift 
shop will be open with good values on 
clothing, housewares and books. For 
details, call 631-475-1117.

Horseshoe Crab Moon
Explore the nature of Fire Island at 
night with a park ranger and search for 
horseshoe crabs along the shore, from 
8:30-10:30 p.m., at Fire Island Nation-
al Seashore Wilderness Visitor Center, 
located at the end of William Floyd 
Parkway. Learn about these fascinating 
“living fossils” and the important role 
they play in the bay ecosystem. Dress  
for the weather and be prepared for 
walking on sand. Bring a flashlight  
and insect repellent. For required reser-
vations, email FIIS_Information@nps.
gov or call 631-687-4750 weekdays  
or 631-281-3010 on weekends.

SUNDAY, JUNE 2
Peony Path Tour
Sagtikos Manor, 677 Montauk Hwy.,  
Bay Shore, holds a private Peony Path 
Tour, at 10:30 a.m. (arrive by 10:15 
a.m.). Learn the history, art and horti-
culture of the peony and the ongoing 
restoration efforts. See the sculpture of  
the peacock fountain, by artist Mary 
Aldrich Fraser, and hear about its pro-
duction. Parting gifts, plant sale and light 
refreshments. Admission: $10; $8 ages 
65 or older and 12-18 if reserved by May 
25. If available, tickets are $12 day of 
event. For more information,  
visit sagitikosmanor.org.

Poetry Workshop
Artist-in-Residence Angela Reich, Ph.D. 
offers a free workshop, from 11 a.m.– 
2 p.m., at Fire Island Lighthouse. Reich 
is the author of “Shipwreck of Hopes” 
a novel based on the historic wreck of 
the “Braque Elizabeth” off Fire Island in 
1850. Beginners and experienced writers 
are welcome to bring in their inspirations, 
drafts or completed works to be shared in 
open workshop readings. For details, call 
631-661-4876.

TUESDAY, JUNE 4  
A Gilded Tour

The Historical 
Society of Islip 
Hamlet will give 
a guided tour of 
Oakwood Cem-
etery, founded 
in 1880, located 
on Brentwood 
Road between 

Moffitt Boulevard and Sunrise High-
way, Bay Shore, from 6-8 p.m. After an 
introduction on the history of the Ceme-
tery in the Chapel, which was originally 
built as a mausoleum, guides in period 
dress will impersonate or describe the 
lives and times of famous or infamous 
persons who lived in Islip hamlet, at their 
gravesite. Rain date: June 5. The program 
is free and open to the public; water and 
chairs will be provided. If you plan to 
attend or require more information,  
email isliphamlethistory@gmail.com  
or call 631-245-0675.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5
Classic Film Series
Patchogue Theatre for the Performing 
Arts, 71 East Main St., presents “Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind,” at  
7 p.m. Tickets: $12-$15. For details,  
call 631-207-1313 or visit  
www.patchoguetheatre.org.

“Forbidden Broadway” 
The Gateway Playhouse, 215 South 
Country Road, Bellport, presents this 
musical roast of Broadway, tonight at  
8 p.m., with dates through June 22.  
In this long-running Off-Broadway hit 
musical revue, Broadway’s greatest  
musical legends meet Broadway’s great-
est satirist in this hilarious, loving, and 
endlessly entertaining tribute to some of 
the theatre’s greatest stars and songwrit-
ers. For tickets and specific dates and 
times, call 631-286-1133 or email  
boxoffice@thegateway.org.

FRIDAY, JUNE 7
Concerts
Long Island Gay Men’s Chorus presents 
“Love is in the Air!,” featuring songs 
by Queen and The Association, as well 

as shows “My Fair Lady,” “Dear Evan 
Hansen,” and more, tonight, at 8 p.m., at 
Cathedral of the Incarnation, 50 Cathedral 
Ave., Garden City; June 8, at 8 p.m., 
at Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at 
Stony Brook, 380 Nicolls Road; and 
June 9, at 7 p.m., at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 12 Prospect St., Huntington.  
For tickets visit ligmc.org.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8
The Living History  
of Islip Town
Step back in time to learn about and cel-
ebrate the 335 years of Islip Town’s his-
tory, at Islip Grange, Broadway Avenue, 
Sayville, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., featuring 
games and activities for all ages. For 
information, visit www.islipny.gov.

UPCOMING
Sixth Annual Artist Tour 
of Cherry Grove 

Partnering again with the Dune Fund 
this year, the free tour will take place 
Saturday and Sunday, June 8 and 9. On 
June 7, the Second Annual Dune Fund 
Silent Auction will be held at the Com-
munity House from 5-8 p.m. The artists 
of Cherry Grove hope to raise money 
for the Dune Fund with the donations of 
their art. Maps and information sheets 
for The Artist Tour of Cherry Grove can 
be found at a table in the center of town, 
as well as at FIG, the Dune Point office, 
and Grove Market. Come, tour, chat with 
artists, and see the diverse talent Cherry 
Grove has to offer. 

I Fish NY 
Town of Islip and New York State DEC 
hold three free fishing clinics, on June 
27, July 18 and Aug. 8, from 5:30-7:30 
p.m., at Brookwood Hall, 50 Islip Lane, 
East Islip. Loaner poles and bait provid-
ed. Pre-registration is required and  
space is limited. For information,  
call 631-224-5430.

There is no fee to post your public 
event in the Fire Island News  
community calendar. Email us at 
info@fireisland-news.com with listing 
date, time, contact information and 
optional graphic for your Fire Island 
or South Shore event. Due to limited 
space, all event listings are subject to 
modification at the sole discretion of 
Fire Island News.

Photo by Lorna Luniewski

“Cherry Grove Waking” by Susan Thornton, 2018
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 ADVICE >> by Camille Mercogliano

Dear Camirose,
Sitting on the beach at Fire Island 

(my happy place) is the last place I 
want to hear political discussions/
debates/opinions, etc. What do you 
suggest doing when people close 
by are loudly engrossed in these 
conversations? Should I have to be 
the one to get up and move down 
the beach?

 — Beach Zen

Dear Beach Zen,
Although it hardly seems fair 

that you should have to move to 
avoid being around uncomfortable 
conversations, it may behoove you 
to do so. When people are talking 

politics there tends to be a great 
deal of emotion involved, and at 
times the conversations become 
very heated. If you were to say 
something, that energy could turn to 
you, and the situation might become 
uncomfortable. If I were faced with 
this dilemma, I would opt to move 
away if I couldn’t just ignore them. 
It may save you a confrontation you 
aren’t ready to have.

— Camirose

Dear Camirose,
 I rent a summer home in Saltaire 

every year. Each summer I have the 
misfortune of having a judgmental 
neighbor who always rents the 

house next door to mine. I try to 
befriend this neighbor in the hopes 
of being able to enjoy my summer, 
but she has never been receptive to 
any of my friendly overtures. While 
not a loud partier, I do enjoy having 
friends over, sharing some drinks 
and relaxing. I have caught this 
neighbor peering out her window 
watching what my friends and I are 
doing numerous times. Not only is 
she skulking around spying on me, 
she is not the least bit embarrassed 
when I catch her doing so. She just 
shakes her head disapprovingly. 

When I see her she likes to 
comment on how much wine we 
drank (I’ve seen her going through 
my garbage pails). She also 
comments on the clothing my friends 
wear, or in her opinion the lack 
thereof, and I’ve had neighbors 
tell me that she continually gossips 
about what I’m doing. 

I have tried so many times to be 
nice to her. I’ve invited her over to 
join in with us, and stopped to chat 
with her when I see her outside. 
None of this seems to matter. 

I love this rental home, and wish 
she would find a new place to rent, 
but that doesn’t seem likely. What 
should I do? 

— Tired of Being Judged

Dear Tired,
What an annoying situation. I 

happen to find the ‘head shakers’ 
quite intrusive. You see them 
everywhere. It must be so lovely to 
have nothing to do all day but judge 
everyone around you. If you drive 
too slow or too fast; if your clothes 
are not to their taste; if you speak 
too loudly … it’s endless! 

I think you should enjoy your 
summer. Buy a partition or gazebo 
that you and your friends can 
sit inside of with the flaps open 
to the other side of your yard, 
away from her window. None of 
the things you say you are being 
judged for are wrong. The next 
time someone comes to tell you 
what she is saying about you, tell 
them you’d rather not hear it. And 
if you have the misfortune of seeing 
her at her window, just wave and 
look away. You don’t owe her any 
explanations.

— Be Peaceful, Camirose

 
Names and locations have been 
changed to protect the privacy of 
individuals. Questions for Camirose? 
Write to her at advice@fireisland- 
news.com.

Ask Camirose

Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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Garden Fantasy

 ADULT COLORING PAGE >> by Lauren Stevens

© Lauren Stevens
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 NYC THEATRE >> by Leonard Feigenblatt

“INK” BY JAMES GRAHAM is about the Aus-
tralian-born media mogul Rupert Murdoch, who 
in 1969 purchased a failing paper in Britain, The 
Sun, and with the help of an ambitious young 
editor, Larry Lamb, turns The Sun into a prof-
itable tabloid using celebrity gossip, sex and  
free giveaways.

As directed by Rupert Goold, the play pul-
sates with high energy. The entire cast is uniform-
ly excellent. Two standout performances come 
from Jonny Lee Miller as Larry Lamb, and Ber-
tie Carvel, who gives an amazing performance 
playing Rupert Murdoch with great gusto. Carvel 
made his Broadway debut recreating his Olivier 
winning role as Mrs. Trenchbull in “Matilda,” for 
which he won a Tony nomination, a Drama Desk 
Award and a Theatre World Award. He won an 
Olivier Award for his performance in “Ink” and 
has been nominated for a 2019 Tony Award as 
Best Featured Actor in a play.

“Ink” has extended its engagement through 
July 7, 2019.

Samuel J. Friedman Theatre
261 West 47th St.
(between Broadway and 8th Avenue) 
www.inkbroadway.com
212-239-6200

“GARY A SEQUEL TO TITUS ANDRONICUS,” 
billed as a new comedy by Taylor Mac, is decid-
edly unfunny. It takes place after William Shake-
speare’s bloody tragedy “Titus Andronicus” has 
ended. With the fall of the Roman Empire, there 
are bloodied dead bodies piled high on the stage. 
Two servants, Janice and her assistant Gary, are 
in charge of the cleanup. Three-time Tony Award 
winner Nathan Lane has many people convinced 
he is America’s greatest living comedian. Here, 
as always, he gives his same performance, play-
ing Nathan Lane, unfunny and boring. Andrea 
Martin was supposed to play Janice but dropped 
out of the production (lucky Andrea) and was 
replaced by Kristine Nielsen. Nielsen, who some-
times resorts to facial contortions in order to illicit 
laughs, manages to rise above the material when 
she plays the pathos of her character. She moved 
up to playing Janice from playing the third char-
acter, Carol, who is now being played by Tony 
Award winner Julie White, whose great comic 
flair is lost in this material.

The proceedings are uninspiredly directed by 
George C. Wolfe. There is little he can do when 
there is no play. If you feel so inclined to see a 
play filled with low comedy, farting, and anatom-
ically correct male cartoon mannequins, by all 
means this play is for you. Remember that play 
that you wrote in your high school English class 
that has been buried in the back of your closet? It 
has to be infinitely better than this rubbish.

“Gary A Sequel to Titus Andronicus” runs 
through Aug. 4.

 
Booth Theatre
222 West 45th St.
212-239-6200
www.garyonbroadway.com

LUCAS HNATH’S “HILLARY AND CLIN-
TON” is an unflattering and ugly portrait of 
Hillary and her husband, Bill Clinton. It is a fic-
tionalized account of what happened behind 
closed doors during the 2008 Democratic pri-
mary, when Barack Obama won the Democrat-
ic nomination for president over Hillary Clinton. 

As the play begins, Laurie Metcalf speaks 
directly to the audience and announces that the 
play is set in an alternate universe and that she 
would be playing someone named Hillary. The 
reason it is set in an alternate universe is so Hil-
lary Clinton can’t sue. In addition, Metcalf and 
John Lithgow, who portray Hillary and Clinton, 
will not look like or sound like the real life peo-
ple they are portraying; they will play themselves 
and not have to act. Two-time Tony Award win-
ning actor Lithgow barely has anything to do. The 
highly overrated Metcalf, who in the past two 
years has, undeservedly, won two back to back, 
Tony Awards, spends 90 minutes screaming. 

If even a quarter of what is said in this play 
about Hillary is true, you may want to throw 
out your “I’m With Her” pin – better yet, don’t 
pay any attention to Lucas Hnath at all – he isn’t 
worth it.

If you are walking up 45th Street and see the 
Golden Theatre, pass right on by to the very next 
theatre, the Jacobs, where an excellent play, “The 
Ferryman” by Jez Butterworth, is playing and go 
in and buy a ticket to that instead.

“Hillary and Clinton” is playing until July 21.

Golden Theatre
252 West 45th St.
(between Broadway and 8th Avenue)
212-239-6200
www.hillaryandclintonbroadway.com

THE GOOD: 
“Ink” 

THE BAD: 

“Gary A Sequel to 
Titus Andronicus”

THE UGLY: 

“Hillary  
and Clinton”

The Good, the Bad & the Ugly
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 BOOK REVIEW >> by Rita Plush

“Barrier Beach Back Country The Poems”
By Tom Stock
Allbook Books $11
Available through tstock39@gmail.com

IN HIS SECOND VOLUME OF POETRY, Tom 
Stock expresses his love and appreciation for the 
natural wonders of Fire Island. Involved in the Long 
Island environmental and outdoor education commu-
nity for decades, he has had plenty 
of time to immerse himself in the 
island that “launched him out of a 
major midlife crisis.” The poems 
are introspective, yet there’s no 
lofty language that leaves a read-
er thinking, ‘What did he mean 
by that?’ In a conversational, free 
verse style, Stock supplies read-
ers with recognizable imagery 
as he shares his affection for the 
barrier beaches.

Meditations on wind and 
water are front and center and 
Stock’s knowledge of the plant 
life appears in droplets of salt 
that “land on the shrubs/during 
strong onshore winds/trim them 
like a landscape crew.” Beach 
Grass “tunnels under the sand/
with nodes that grow new blades/to form a network 
that holds sand in place/during strong nor’easters.”

One of the tenets of poetry is to use as few words 
as possible to express a thought, and Stock is true 
to the form. If you ever wondered how the Atlantic 
Ocean came to be, skip the course on oceanogra-
phy and read, “Brief History of the Atlantic Ocean.” 
He gives the class in 15 lines. Talk about zeroing 
in on a subject, poet Stock takes the time to ponder 
on a minuscule grain of sand once under a glacier, 
“tumbled and smoothed by rushing melt-water/the 
constant pounding of crashing breakers/bounced and 
abraded into soft, silky beach.”

Stock displays his sense of humor 
on “The Nude Beach,” where he finds 
“A colony of hauled-out walruses/
mostly older folk/who want a fully 
body tan/and plenty of vitamin D.”

Unlike the dreaded traffic to the 
island that Stock likens to “a thin 
stream of sand falling through an 
hourglass,” you’ll enjoy his poems; 
they flow at a pleasant clip. 

The collection is supplement-
ed with photographs and drawings, 
some supplied by the author.

“The Mute’s Masquerade”
By Anne Coltman
Xlibris, Paperback $19.77

ALISTAIR COLLINS IS A GIFTED PIANIST and 
singer who returns from the Gulf War with his vocal 
chords destroyed by a land mine and his dreams of a 
singing career shattered. Battles are waged at home as 
well. Old rivalries revive between his well-meaning 

mother and her eccentric sister, as they compete for 
first place in the returning vet’s recovery. His aunt 
shows some savvy when she pulls pad and pen from 
her big purse — and two bottles of wine — and tells 
her nephew to “speak any way he can.” Writing his 
thoughts becomes his only means of communication.  

Long Island Author Anne Coltman’s knowl-
edge and love of music shine through when Alistair 
decides that the lovely church organist, Yvee, will 

become his secret and unoffi-
cial protégé. A musician with a 
mission, he leaves revised scores 
in a front pew in the hopes she 
will discover his renditions and 
improve her repertoire. It’s not 
only her musicianship he’s inter-
ested in, thoughts of her “tickle 
his heart and enter his brain.” 

Alistair and his aunt cook up 
a plan to “lure her into his drag-
net.” He abducts Yvee in the 
church parking lot and drives to 
an abandoned house where he 
proposes marriage via prewritten 
cards. She rejects him, yet at the 
same time is “mesmerized by this 
man.” Her mixed feelings contin-
ue and when they meet in town 
years later, she wonders if he still 

has feelings for her. Married with children by then, 
“she contemplated her next move.” Without access 
into her inner thoughts or motivation, readers might 
wonder, why the move? 

It would add to the book’s heft if it included more 
about Alistair’s frustration with his inability to sing, 
let alone speak. He’s a man with real problems and 
the author would have served the reader better if his 
character had been more developed. When his mother 
suggests he go to an ENT clinic, “he laughed as hard 
as he could.” Was that nervous laughter a sign of his 
PTSD? Had the author addressed this, it would have 

helped make Alistair 
truly sympathetic. 

The book is at its 
best when the long 
narratives and mean-
dering plot come to a 
halt and Alistair returns 
to his musical life and 
is hired to perform as 
a guest artist with a 
local symphony. He 
has a friend contact 
his old students and he 
critiques them in their 
final conservatory 
year. He learns to sign. 
He feels alive again, 
he has something to 

contribute. I won’t tell all and ruin it for readers, but 
the book concludes on a bittersweet note. 

Have a recently published book you would like 
reviewed in Rita’s column? Contact us at editor@
fireisland-news.com and tell us more about it.
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Sandspit 
Marina and 
Patchogue 
Lighthouse 
Revitalized
AFTER A YEAR OF WORK, the newly renovated 
Sandspit Marina, jetty, and Patchogue Lighthouse 
are ready just in time for summer. In 2018 it became 
clear that due to dredging of the Sandspit Marina 
in 2007, sand was leaking through the existing jet-
ty causing an infill. This was making it difficult for 
boaters to see a clear path around the jetty and into 
the marina, as in some places the gaps in the jetty had 
become fairly large. 

In order to avoid future dredging and to keep the 
infill from preventing access to the marina through 
the inlet, a plan to repair the jetty was employed in 
February of 2019. The $1 million project was com-
pleted in April, using funds from the state, the Town 
of Brookhaven, and Village of Patchogue.

The result is a revamped marina, complete with a 
working jetty and a new Patchogue Lighthouse that 
clearly marks the entryway to the inlet. The light-
house is bright and colorful, sending a signal of safe-
ty and warmth to boaters in the marina with its clear 
Patchogue sign and quaint landing beneath its bright 
light. Thanks to the repaired jetty the marina will 
remain clear of sediment for boaters and Davis Park 
ferry users.

The federal funding for the project was secured 
by Senator Croci in 2015. Of the $725,000 Cro-
ci procured, $600,000 was allocated for the jetty 
and $125,000 was designated for nearby Shorefront 
Park. This funding left $250,000 still to be secured in 
order for the project to be completed, a funding gap 
that kept the project from completion for four more 
years. This gap was later filled using funding from 
the Town of Brookhaven ($300,000) and the Village 
of Patchogue ($100,000). With this phase completed, 
there are plans to construct an ADA accessible fish-
ing pier over the jetty as well.

Despite the benefit the repairs will bring to the 
marina, it is likely the mouth of the Patchogue Riv-
er will have to be dredged again to account for the 
damage that occurred while the jetty was waiting for 
repairs. However, thanks to the hard work of Senator 
Croci, Patchogue Mayor Paul Pontieri, and Assem-
blyman Andrew Garabino the Sandspit Marina is 
safer for boaters to use this summer and beyond. As 
Assemblyman Garabino said in a 2015 statement 
about the federal funding, “Repairing the Patchogue 
East River Jetty is another important step in what has 
been a long and fruitful revitalization of the Village 
of Patchogue.”

Brookhaven Councilman Neil Foley, Patchogue Mayor Paul Pontieri, and Town Supervisor Ed Romaine at Sandspit Marina. 
(Photos Courtesy of Town of Brookhaven)

 GREAT SPACES >> by Anika Lanser
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ON APRIL 9, the Suffolk County Legislature 
approved two pieces of legislation, both sponsored 
by Suffolk County Legislator and Majority Leader 
Kara Hahn, that will reduce the use of plastic straws 
and ban food and beverage businesses from using 
polystyrene foam (Styrofoam) containers. The law, 
which will take effect on Jan. 1, 
2020,  and announced on Earth 
Day, April 22, will be enforced 
by Suffolk County Department  
of  Health.

This newest fight on plastic 
pollution follows the law that 
imposed a 5-cent fee on plastic 
and paper single-use bags, which 
began Jan. 1, 2018. According to 
an article on patch.com/northfork 
dated March 21, 2019,  government 
officials, environmentalists and 
others unveiled a report that 
indicated a reduction in plastic bag usage by 1.1 
billion a year after the law was implemented.

In a press release on suffolkcountyny.gov, Suffolk 
County Executive Steve Bellone said, “These latest 
measures cement Suffolk County’s reputation as the 
statewide leader in protecting our environment. I 
want to thank Legislator Hahn for championing this 
effort which will go a long way in protecting Long 
Island’s oceans, parks, and marine life.”

Hahn said, “With today’s action, Suffolk has 
set a course toward sustainability over expediency 
for our County’s future. It is most fitting that on 
Earth Day, we as a County have formally codified 
our commitment to addressing the proliferation 
of single use plastics, which is one of the greatest 
environmental challenges of our time.”

According to the press release, the first bill 
requires that straws and beverage stirrers at food 
service establishments be provided to consumers 
upon request only in Suffolk County. Americans 
collectively use 500 million plastic straws per day, 
which contributes to plastic pollution that litters the 
ground and clogs oceans, rivers and waterways. The 
new law does not apply to pre-packaged individual 
serving beverages where a small plastic straw is 
included in the packaging or beverages purchased 
at drive-thru windows. The straws and beverage 
stirrers provided by food service establishments 
upon request or at a drive-thru window or self-service 
beverage station are required to be biodegradable 
and/or backyard compostable. A consumer with a 
disability or medical condition can get a plastic or 
other non-biodegradable straw or stirrer if requested.

The second bill prohibits the use, possession, offer 
and sale of disposable food service items consisting 
of polystyrene foam by food service establishments, 
mobile food commissaries, and stores in Suffolk 
County. It also prohibits the uses of polystyrene loose 
fill packaging, such as packing peanuts. Polystyrene 
foam is a common environmental pollutant and 
non-biodegradable substance that is non-recyclable. 

Excluded is packaging filled and sealed prior to its 
arrival at the effected locations, and containers used to 
store uncooked eggs, raw meat, seafood, and poultry.

While it may not be a law yet, some restaurants 
have been implementing their own changes already. 
Rob Weber at CJ’s Restaurant & Bar (which is 

owned by this publication’s parent 
company) explained they use paper 
straws, “plastic” cups made from 
corn and biodegradable packaging 
for leftovers and take-out, and 
have been for the past three years. 
Jim from Maguire’s said they are 
getting ready to make the switch 
from plastic straws this season, 
and are currently researching 
compostable straws, saying it’s 
a good thing and they are happy 
to do it. The establishment never 
uses Styrofoam and they do not 

give out plastic bags (restaurants are allowed to do 
so). Castaway Bar & Grill also is on board with 

compostable straws, as well as bakery-style boxes 
for take-out. So while Suffolk County laws are 
not set to begin until next year, Fire Island dining 
establishments are well ahead of the curve.

Following Suffolk County’s lead, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo signed a statewide ban on plastic 
bags on April 22, 2019, which will go into effect in 
March of 2020. Nassau County recently passed a ban 
on the use of Styrofoam containers, which will also 
begin in January 2020, a law that went into effect in 
New York City on Jan. 1, 2019.

Suffolk County to Expand Fight  
on Plastic Pollution
By Lorna Luniewski

The biodegradable packaging at CJ’s. 
(Photo by Rob Webber)

Compostable straws at Castaway Bar & Grill.  
(Photo by Lauren Chenault) 

Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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Rockets Red Glare:  
Silent Fireworks Do a Bang-Up Job 

By Emma Boskovski

AN EXPLOSION OF BRIGHT BURSTS OF REDS 
and blues in the night sky can draw the eyes of sum-
mer beachgoers, evoking an “ooh,” and perhaps an 
“ah” from those who watch fireworks over the sky. 
The rising popularity of silent fireworks displays 
are aimed to entertain with rich color displays, with 
no noise.

A number of Fire Island communities celebrate 
different summer events with fireworks displays. 
Cherry Grove celebrates their Pride Parade with 
fireworks, Saltaire has a fireworks show in August 
for their annual music and arts festival, and Point 
O’ Woods’ unveils fireworks in their Fourth of  
July celebration.

According to an English brand of silent fire-
works, Epic Fireworks, quiet fireworks are not 
completely silent. They do vary greatly, however, 
compared to the average 150 decibels of noise that 
emerge when a firework is shot into the sky. 

“I’d be interested in learning a bit more about 
the concepts behind silent fireworks,” Mario Posil-
lico, village administrator of Saltaire, said. “I had 
never heard of them before. We already have our 
contract set for our fireworks display this year, but 
we are always open to ideas.”

The World Health Organization names the pain 
threshold for sound at 120 decibels and recom-
mends that adults be exposed to no more than 140 
decibels. 

The director of Epic Fireworks, Paul Singh, said 
in an interview with The New York Times that, 

“The fireworks he uses in quiet shows are softer 
than the music he plays to accompany the visuals.” 
His company has created a display of visual fire-
works to be enjoyed by the elderly at senior citi-
zen homes.

Noise exposure is the leading cause of hearing 
loss in the U.S., according to the Noise and Health 
journal. Noise induced hearing loss also is the 
leading service disability of veterans. 

In their mission statement, Epic Fireworks 
calls upon pets and animals or young and elder-
ly relatives as their target market. “[They] do not 
want bangs, screeches or whistles but still want to 
enjoy the fun that only fireworks can bring.” 

According to PETA, a known advocate for 
silent fireworks, animal shelters report an influx of 
lost cats and dogs after fireworks displays. Fright-
ened animals may try to escape in a panic because 
of the blasts of noise that fireworks bring. 

In an interview with Hawaii News Now, PETA 
Spokesman Colin Henstock said, “When around 
fireworks, dogs panic and are known to jump 
through glass windows, jump over fences, get lost 
or even killed.” 

Nearly one in five pets go missing in the United 
States each year because of their fear of the sounds 
fireworks create, according to a report published 
by the American Society for Prevention of Cruel-
ty to Animals. 

Experts have also documented nesting birds and 
other small mammal parents uncharacteristically 

abandoning their nests after an Independence Day 
fireworks display in Mendocino County, California, 
according to The Los Angeles Times. 

While rising in popularity, silent fireworks 
do not employ any newly invented form 

of noise-suppressing technology. Rath-
er, Fantastic Fireworks, also an English 

company, began selling silent fire-
works 30 years ago. 

In classic fireworks shows, silent 
fireworks are routinely used to apply 
visuals to the loud bangs. The popular 
“comet tail” firework that streaks across 
the sky and sparkles before it fades is 
technically a silent firework, accord-
ing to a Snopes fact check regarding the 
legitimacy of silent fireworks.

According to a proposal to ban fire-
works in Edinburgh, Scotland, a fireworks 
display that consists solely of silent fire-
works is limited in height. A silent fire-
works display also has a reduced impact 
in terms of the drama and spectacle that 
is commonly associated with large-scale 
fireworks displays because of the science 
behind silent fireworks. 

Edinburgh is not alone in proposing 
to ban on fireworks. A number of cities 
have begun passing legislation to ban 

fireworks displays for a number of envi-
ronmental and health reasons. 
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 HEALTH & WELLNESS >> by Donnie DeSanti

SPRINGTIME IS ALL ABOUT RENEWAL. 
The warmer weather is finally here to stay, at 
least for a little while. The sunshine always 
seems to put people in a better mood. A little 
sunshine on the face feels good after long win-
ter hibernation. Animals become more active, 
plants and trees start to blossom their new 
leaves, and the days start to stretch out longer. 

As we start to emerge from what seemed 
like a long winter rest, our own body starts 
to go through a transformation of its own. 
Our immune system went through the wring-
er, fighting off colds and the flu, and certain 
organs like the liver and lymphatic system 
were all put through the test. Let’s face it – 
we have some internal spring cleaning to do. 
Let’s get ourselves ready for that beach sea-
son. Do not fret; it doesn’t take a lot to give 
our body a little loving. Here are five steps to 
clean house of the winter blues.

Cleanse: We give our bodies a daily show-
er, why not take an internal cleanup as well? 
Drinking more water is not anything new that 
you haven’t already heard. But water is cru-
cial for flushing out toxins in our system. 
One of the best ways to do that is through 
your urine. Being indoors for extended peri-
ods in the winter bombarded our system with 
an extra toxin load that can be rough on our 
organs such as the liver and kidneys. Water 
can help push those added toxins along. Even 
better, upgrade by adding a little citrus fruit, 
cucumbers, or celery to the water for some add-
ed nutrients. Some of these additives have been 
shown to help support cellular health and maintain 
a healthy pH level in the body. 

Got Bitters?: Not surprising, some of the first 
greens that bud in the spring are the bitter greens 
like arugula, mustard greens, dandelion, and 
chards. Bitter foods help stimulate the liver in pro-
ducing more bile. This can help give the liver a lit-
tle extra push in flushing out toxins. Bile also plays 
an important role in better digestion. A big reason 
many cultures offer some bitter tea or food before 
meals is to help avoid that bloated feeling after the 
meal. Bitter foods are quite lacking in our standard 
diet where we have more of a preference for salty 
and sweet. But bitter plays a crucial role for bet-
ter digestion, an issue many people struggle with. 
Once again, one of the best ways to remove toxins 
is down the toilet. 

Bounce: When was the last time you were on 
a trampoline? If it’s been awhile you may want try 
using one soon – if only for the little kid inside you. 
Consistent bouncing can be a great way to flush out 
some of that stagnation. Sure, we have all heard 

how exercise is good for us, but bouncing in par-
ticular has an incredible way of using gravity as 
a way to detox. Made popular by NASA, bounc-
ing was utilized to help increase bone density and 
muscle mass that was being lost by astronauts in 
space. This motion stimulates the lymphatic sys-
tem, which is responsible for shuttling immune 
cells throughout the body. A little bouncing can 
help shake things up and clean out those cells that 
may be interfering with your energy output as well. 

Sunshine: We all love, and could use, a little 
more sunshine. There is a reason sunshine makes 
us feel so good, and that has a lot to do with the 
way sunshine helps synthesize Vitamin D produc-
tion in your body. Vitamin D plays a whole host 
of roles in the body from supporting the immune 
system to regulating hormones. Some studies claim 
there may be a link to low levels of Vitamin D and 
depression. According to the New England Journal 
of Medicine at least 42 percent of Americans are 
deficient in Vitamin D. The best way to fix this is 
to get outdoors. 

The warm weather is upon us. Kick back and 
enjoy it before it is gone again – and don’t forget 
to detox! 

Shed Those  
Winter Blues



T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   4 4

Your Source for Fire Island                      www.fireisland-news.com

 ENVIRONMENT >> by Karl Grossman

THE APPROVAL BY THE TRUSTEES of Long 
Island Power Authority for a food scraps-to-energy 
plant to be built in Yaphank links back to an origi-
nal purpose of LIPA — to develop safe, alternative 
means of power.

LIPA was created by the Long Island Power Act 
of 1985 primarily to prevent the Shoreham nuclear 
power plant from going into operation and to further 
instead safe energy technologies. Keys to the writ-
ing of the legislation were two Fire Islanders: the 
late Maurice Barbash and Irving Like, both of Dune-
wood. They were leaders of the Citizens Commit-
tee to Replace LILCO (the now defunct Long Island 
Lighting Company, which built the Shoreham nucle-
ar plant.)

In its three decades, LIPA has emphasized solar 
and wind power to generate electricity. The food 
scraps-to-energy OK marks a move to another form 
of safe energy.

The LIPA trustees voted unanimously in March 
for an $84 million 20-year contract to buy ener-
gy from a facility to be built by 
American Organic Energy, which 
would convert 180,000 tons of 
food scraps a year into bio-gas to 
fuel a six megawatt power plant as 
well as vehicles and equipment. 

Underlying this is the huge 
problem of food waste in the 
United States. Some 40 percent 
of food produced in the nation is 
wasted, studies have found. One 
way to deal with this was fea-
tured on the “Today” show a day 
before LIPA acted, in a segment 
titled “Cooking With Trash.” It 
featured Cameron Macleish, who 
has a YouTube channel with that 
name. He came with seemingly 
fresh food retrieved from a dumpster, and with his 
mother, Ellen, a chef. 

Dumpster-diving for food is “like opening a trea-
sure chest … there is so much good food thrown out 
on a daily basis,” he stated, his interviewers some-
what taken aback.

This is one way to reduce food waste. Anoth-
er way is a movement today involving restaurants 
pledging to generate “zero waste” with a variety of 
recipes using produce that otherwise would end up 
in the trash. 

There are other strategies. New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo has been seeking to require “orga-
nizations that produce large amounts of excess 
food a year to donate edible items to food banks 
and recycle the rest.” He heralded the new “ground-
breaking … clean energy project.”

No matter how much the reduction in wasted 
food, there still would be inedible scraps. Charles 
Vigliotti, co-founder of American Organic Ener-
gy, said that in this area, “the notion that we would 
put virtually all our commercial food waste onto 
trucks and carry it to Ohio and North Carolina is 
just insane.”

The main safe alternative energy technolo-
gies — solar and wind — are an energy bonanza. 
With 38 solar photovoltaic panels on the roof of 

our house for 10 years, I still marvel at seeing the 
electric meter going backwards — the panels are 
harvesting more electricity than we are using. We 
saved much in installing them with a LIPA rebate. 
That rebate no longer exists, but over the decade 
the price of solar panels has halved and their output 

significantly increased. Houses and commercial and 
government buildings throughout this area should 
have solar panels on their roofs. (The panels were 
installed by a team led by Dean Hapshe, now of Har-
vest Power of Islip Terrace.)

Coupled with this, we had an “energy audit” done 
of leaks and other issues and took simple steps to 
make our more than century-old saltbox house ener-
gy efficient. 

We also have two rooftop solar panels that pro-
duce hot water.

LIPA has been deeply involved in the major state 
initiative underway to place wind turbines well off 
our shores.

Yet in addition to the sun, which on most days 
shines on us, and the winds that blow mightily off our 
coasts, there are other available energy sources. Take 
wave and tidal power long advocated here by Sarah 
Meyland, a professor in the Department of Environ-
mental Technology and Sustainability at New York 
Institute of Technology in Old Westbury. As Dr. Mey-
land has stated, “We have what no one else has in the 
state – wave energy – 24 hours a day. The sun doesn’t 
have to shine, the wind doesn’t have to blow. Tides 
rise and fall on a regular basis, day in and day out.” 
Countries, especially in Scandinavia, have “deployed 
tide-generated plants that are completely submerged 
and generate a lot of electricity. It’s absolutely clean, 
and if we could support enough of these, we would 
solve a lot of our downstate energy problems.”

Indeed, next to Roosevelt Island in the East Riv-
er, just to our west, Verdant Power has had a demon-
stration project with six turbines spinning with the 
river’s motion. Verdant now seeks to install 30 tur-
bines to generate electricity. 

There are opportunities to use tidal power to the 
east — with Plum Gut off Orient Point ideal. Natu-
ral Currents Energy Services has been considering 
it. We’ve been in Plum Gut in our sailboat when the 
tide is changing — and, wow, what power waits to be 
tapped! As for the waves hitting our ocean beaches, 
the energy that can be gotten from them is also end-
less — and other nations are harnessing wave-power. 

Considering its founding mission, it’s a natural 
for LIPA to be a safe energy leader.

“Power Moves”
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THE SEATUCK ENVIRONMENTAL Association’s  
John Turner gave a lecture on Wednesday, March 
20, at 7 p.m., titled “Reflections on a Transparent 
Issue: The Billion Dead Bird Problem.” The lecture 
was hosted at the Scully Estate at the Suffolk Coun-
ty Environmental Center in Islip. The purpose of the 
lecture was to focus on the causes of window-bird 
collisions that are of the top sources for bird mortal-
ity worldwide. Information regarding the advances 
in window products developed to suppress this issue 
also was discussed.

Turner, who focuses on policy and education in 
his work, began the lecture with the remark, “Birds 
are a barometer of human health.

“There are about 10,000 different bird species,” 
Turner said. “About 40 percent of them are in decline. 
About 10-12 percent of those have declined to points 
of extinction. This underscores humanities collective 
impact on birds and biodiversity in general.”

According to the American Bird Conservan-
cy, it is estimated that between 365 and 988 million 
birds die each year from collision incidents involv-
ing windows.

“I titled this lecture, ‘reflections on a transparent 
issue’ because I wanted to illustrate the two import-
ant characteristics that windows have: reflectivity 
and transparency,” Turner said. “Because of this, 
birds cannot see the windows.”

The American Bird Conservancy refers to glass 
as the “invisible killer” and attributes collisions 
with buildings to be the number one anthropogenic 
threat to birds. During the day, reflective windows 
can mirror the landscape surrounding them and 
clear glass creates an illusion for birds. At night, 
migrating birds can be attracted to well-lit struc-
tures and become disoriented. Both of these cir-
cumstances can lead to collisions.

“Most people consider bird-glass collisions to be 
an urban phenomenon,” Turner said. “I must con-
fess, when I began learning about this issue a few 
years ago, I felt similarly. I thought, ‘it must be the 
really tall skyscrapers in Manhattan,’ but it turns out 
that less than 1 percent of bird mortality is caused by 
high rise buildings.”

Rather, the largest share of collision deaths come 
from the nation’s smallest buildings. Buildings four 
to 11 stories tall make up about 56 percent of bird 
deaths and residences one to three stories tall account 
for 44 percent of deaths, according to a study pub-
lished in the February 2014 edition of The Condor: 
Ornithological Applications.

Turner showed photos of buildings on Long 
Island that are among those four to 11 story build-
ings that are attributed to 56 percent of bird deaths, 
including Northwell Health North Shore University 
Hospital and buildings on the south campus at Stony 
Brook University.

“A lot of these buildings have reflective glass 
façade buildings where there are trees and blue sky,” 
Turner said. “Why wouldn’t a pine warbler who is 

traveling north feed off of the trees to the left of a 
highly reflective glass building, then fly into the 
building looking for more vegetation? However, not 
all bird species pose an equal threat to themselves by 
flying into windows.”

According to Turner, the most vulnerable species 
are those that migrate through New York, including 
the Canada Warbler, Wood Thrush, and American 
Woodcock. According to a 2009 report published in 
The Journal of Raptor Research, window strikes also 
are the leading cause of urban mortality for Sharp-
shinned Hawks, Cooper’s Hawks, Merlins, and Per-
egrine Falcons.

Fire Island is an important part of the Atlantic 
Flyway, making this issue of increasing concern as 
beach houses continue to be built larger and high-
er, many with oversize windows to take in sweeping 
waterfront views.

“One twentieth of the national mortality of birds 
is in New York State,” Turner said. “With some quick 
math, between 35,000 and 50,000 birds are dying in 
NYS per day. We are talking about a catastrophic 
issue that is worldwide.”

Turner and the Seatuck Environmental Associa-
tion have posted more than 2,000 stickers on win-
dows at the south campus at Stony Brook University 
to prevent birds from flying into windows.

“Technology has been pioneered over the past 
five years to reduce these bird deaths,” Turner said. 
“Promoting visual interference to birds will prevent 
these collisions and ultimately reduce the scope of 
this issue.”

Some of the techniques that Tuner mentions are 
bird-safe building design, bird-safe glass, and the 
addition of exterior elements.

“Bird-safe glasses could be frosted or fritted 
glass,” Turner said. “There are also different brands 
of glass that have intricate designs or UV coating 
that we cannot see, but birds can. UV glass spe-
cifically has radio frequencies that birds are able  
to visualize.”

The American Bird Conservancy 
has rated brands of bird safe-glass on its 
website and mentions in its ratings where 
the product would be ideal and the lifes-
pan of the product.

“The key is that you want to create 
aspects of the building that have exter-
nal features such as different façade ele-
ments,” Turner said. “Or, windows that 
enable the birds to visualize them.”

Exterior elements that Turner men-
tions as effective are exterior window 
film, tape, decals, and string. Scientif-
ic research also has proven that methods 
such as applying hawk silhouettes and 
single decals are ineffective.

“There is a lot we can do,” Turner 
said. “From working on one building to 
trying to set state and federal legislation 

into motion; there is substance to this issue and the 
human impact that caused it.”

An act, A.4055 (Englebright)/S.25 (Hoylman) 
has been created to amend the environmental con-
servation law in relation to enacting the “bird-friend-
ly building council act.” The proposed act would 
“review the impact of bird collisions and resulting 
mortalities, develop guidelines for identifying build-
ings that pose the greatest threat for collisions, iden-
tify products and technologies that can help reduce 
or eliminate bird collisions, identify funding for ret-
rofitting problematic structures, and develop a set of 
standards governing bird-friendly building design.”

“I have been an environmental warrior for too 
long,” Karen Blumer, resident of Wading River and 
attendee of the lecture, said. “We are fighting for 
somebody to lay the groundwork for this issue. The 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
is responsible for laying the groundwork for tackling 
issues such as this; they render useless.”

Incorporating bird-friendly designs can reduce 
collision deaths by up to 90 percent, according to 
Turner. The Javits Center in New York City used to 
cause the most bird related deaths per year in NYS 
because of its 760,000-square-foot exhibition hall 
covered with glass. Renovations to the hall incor-
porated bird-friendly design principals and reduced 
bird collisions by 95 percent.

“I am interested in seeing how [proposed act 
A.4055/S.25] would be plausible,” said Blumer. 
“Will this fly in the architectural world?”

Four college campuses in NYS have undertak-
en efforts to reduce the frequency of bird collisions, 
including Vassar College, Columbia University, 
SUNY Brockport, and SUNY Stony Brook.

The Seatuck Environmental Association urges 
New York State citizens to write to their local and 
state legislatures about proposed act A.4055/S.25, or 
the “bird-friendly building council act,” as a means 
to gain support for the incorporation of bird-friendly 
design criteria into building codes.

Building with a Bird’s Eye View  
on Long Island
By Emma Boskovski
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, WALT WHITMAN, born 200 
years ago, May 31, 1819. It is of thee we sing!

We celebrate your birth! “Starting from fish-shape 
Paumanok, where [you were] born, well-begotten, 
and rais’d by a perfect mother…isle of salty shore and 
breeze and brine.” Printer’s Devil, typesetter, press-
man, editor, publisher, teacher, writer, government 
clerk, nurse, poet of the exclamation point!

You wrote of yourself, “Walt Whitman, an Amer-
ican, one of the roughs, a kosmos, disorderly, flesh-
ly, and sensual, no sentimentalist, no stander above 
men or women or apart from them, no more modest 
than immodest.”

Spanning transcendentalism to realism, found-
er of American poetry in a nation no older than a 
lone man’s life span, singing the praises of exuber-
ant, young America, Whitman was Democracy. “His 
compositions, at least; being like it, ignorant, san-
guine, noisy, coarse, and chaotic!”1

“I celebrate myself,
And what I assume you shall assume,
For every atom belonging to me, as good belongs 

to you.”
Almost out of breath with exaltation, we sing a 

song of celebration! A book of poetry! “Leaves of 
Grass” was born, fittingly, on the Fourth of July, 1855, 
and went through nine revisions until its “Deathbed 
Edition,” in 1891. Containing but 12 untitled poems 
within its first edition – a mere 795 copies published 
and paid for by Whitman – this future canon was 
generally ignored except for several reviews calling 
it “trashy, profane and obscene,” and its author “a 
pretentious ass.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson, on the other hand, wrote, 
“I find it the most extraordinary piece of wit and wis-
dom that America has yet contributed…I find incom-
parable things said incomparably well as they must 
be. I find the courage of treatment which so delights 
us, and which large perception only can inspire.”2 
Ezra Pound called Whitman, “America’s poet…He 
is America.” Biographer, editor, and critic, William 
Sloane Kennedy wrote, “People will be celebrating 
the birth of Walt Whitman as they are now the birth 
of Christ.”

It should come as no surprise, then, that Whitman 
had “not one a barleycorn less” of appreciation for his 
own talent, sounding his barbaric YAWP to the beauti-
ful and perfect multitudes. In “Leaves of Grass,” one 
poem [reaching beyond 1,300 lines, later appropriate-
ly titled “Song of Myself”] reads in part, “Divine am 
I inside and out, and I make holy whatever I touch or 
am touched from; The scent of these arm-pits is aroma 
finer than prayer…I breathe the fragrance myself and 
know it and like it…while they discuss I am silent, and 
go bathe and admire myself.”And “am not contained 
between my hat and boots.”

Confounded by the Civil War Whitman wrote, 
“Beat! Beat! Drums!” as a rallying cry for the North.

“Beat! beat! drums! Blow! bugles! blow! Through 
the windows––through the doors––burst like ruthless 

force…scatter the congregation…the bridegroom…
the bride…the peaceful farmer…Beat! beat! drums!––
Blow! bugles! blow…”

Over the traffic…cities…sleepers…talkers…
singer…lawyer…judge…Beat! beat! drums!––
Blow! bugles! blow.

Whitman’s sensitive nature, however, was pro-
foundly affected by the Civil War. In his book “Mem-
orandum of War” he described the horrors he came 
upon, “a heap of amputated feet, legs, arms, hands, 
&c., a full load for a one-horse cart.” There were, 
he wrote, “human fragments, cut, bloody, black and 
blue, swelled and sickening. Nearby were sever-
al dead bodies…each cover’d with its brown wool-
en blanket.” The sight moved him to volunteer as 
a nurse. He helped surgeons with amputations, and 
assisted in the burial of bodies, still bloody, lying on 
battlefields. He then turned to console the wounded 
soldiers, soothe them, and write letters for them. 

Somewhat chastened by the war, Whitman wrote 
less self-aggrandizing, some might say less self-con-
scious poetry. “Drum Taps,” which he included in lat-
er editions of “Leaves of Grass” contains 43 poems.

 “To the drum-taps prompt, the young men fall-
ing in and arming; the mechanics…blacksmiths…
lawyer…judge…driver…salesman––the boss, the 
book-keeper, porter all leaving; squads gather every-
where by common assent, and arm…”

“The tearful parting––the mother kisses her son––
the son kisses mother. (Loth is the mother to part––yet 
not a word does she speak to detain him;)…”

“(Silent cannons––soon to cease your silence, 
soon unlimber’d to begin the red business.)”

Whitman lived an unconventional life. He never 
married and his affections for young men, whom he 
called “my darlings and gossips,” continued through-
out his life. Whitman, the only passenger on a street-
car, met its conductor, Peter Doyle, one night. As 
Doyle later recalled, “We were familiar at once – I put 
my hand on his knee – we understood.”3

Before Doyle, there was Fred Vaughn, who may 
have inspired Whitman’s “Calamus” poems. There 
were, as well, Bill Duckett and William Stafford. Staf-
ford wrote to Whitman about a ring Whitman had giv-
en him, “You know when you put it on there was but 
one thing to part it from me, and that was death.”

Whitman’s “obscene” poetry and bohemian life-
style continued to dog him. Shortly after the war, 
Whitman was fired from his job in the Interior Depart-
ment because of his questionable “moral character.” A 
long-time friend, William Douglas O’Connor, imme-
diately came to Whitman’s defense – at great risk to 
O’Connor’s own career. O’Connor secured a position 
for Whitman in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and pub-
lished a vigorous defense of Whitman in a 46-page 
pamphlet, lauding his poetry, his hospital work, and 
his love of country. It was entitled “The Good Gray 
Poet.” The pamphlet’s message transformed the 
“immoral” poet into the “good gray poet,” an appella-
tion that stuck with him for the rest of his life.

Whitman gained international fame in 1868 when 
William Michael Rossetti, a writer and critic, pub-
lished “The Poems of Walt Whitman” in England. 
Rossetti demanded changes to some poems but 
Whitman objected, “I cannot and will not consent, of 
my own volition, to countenance an expurgated edi-
tion of my pieces.”4 So, Rossetti merely eliminated 
any poems he thought his readers might find objec-
tionable and published the rest.

In 1873, Whitman suffered a paralytic stroke, 
partially paralyzing his left side, forcing him to 
move in with his brother George, his mother, and 
his youngest brother, Edward. Three days later, his 
beloved mother passed away casting Whitman into 
a deep depression.

Whitman was finally able, both physically and 
financially, to buy a home of his own in 1883, in Cam-
den, New Jersey. While there he continued working 
diligently. He finished the final revision of “Leaves 
of Grass,” assembled the “Memorandum of War” 
from journal entries and notes, and wrote “Specimen 
Days,” as well as some lesser-known works.

Walt Whitman died in his Camden home on 
March 26, 1892, at the age of 73. More than a thou-
sand visitors came to pay their last respects, his cof-
fin barely visible beneath all the wreaths and flowers.

In his poem, “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard 
Bloom’d” Whitman confronts death:

“Come lovely and soothing death,
Undulate round the world,  

serenely arriving, arriving,
In the day, in the night, to all, to each,

Sooner or later delicate death.”

1.  https://whitmanarchive.org/criticism/reviews/
complete/anc.00079.html

2. https://www.neh.gov/humanities/2012/
novemberdecember/feature/when-bram-met-walt

3.  http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/s_z/
whitman/bio.htm

4. Ibid

Italics indicate direct quotes from Whitman’s poetry.

 HISTORY >> by Thomas McGann

O Whitman! My Whitman!

“I cock my hat as I please indoors and out.” 
Walt Whitman, age 37, frontispiece to “Leaves  
of Grass.”
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MEET THE NEW BOSS, same as the old boss.
Ex-U.S. Secretary of Interior Ryan Zinke proved 

critics right when he resigned from his scan-
dal-plagued tenure in January under of cloud of eth-
ics probes. It was just shy of two years after he took 
over the parent agency of the National Park Service 
(NPS), which oversees Fire Island National Seashore 
(FINS), among many other things. On April 11, the 
GOP-led U.S. Senate voted 56-41 to confirm Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s pick to replace Zinke: Former 
oil lobbyist David Bernhardt, Zinke’s former depu-
ty whose conflicts of interest the Interior’s inspector 
general began investigating four days later.

“I believe public trust is a public responsibili-
ty, and maintaining ethical culture is critical,” Ber-
nhardt, who The Washington Post reported carries 
around a card to keep track of his many potential 
conflicts of interest, told the Senate during his con-
firmation hearing in March. “I know how important 
and how devastating it is when folks at the top act in 
an unethical manner.”

Besides overseeing NPS – of which FINS is one 
of more than 400 units – Bernhardt also oversees 
nine other agencies under the Department of Interior 
umbrella, including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and Bureau 
of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), which also 
have sway over FI’s future. He takes over the Interi-
or as a proposed wind farm for off the coast of FI is 
pending and a federally funded Sandy reconstruction 
project to renourish the beach is nearing completion.

Zinke was the fourth member of Trump’s cabi-
net to resign due to ethics complaints in two years 

following the departures of Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Tom Price, Veterans Affairs Secre-
tary David Shulkin, and Environmental Protection 
Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt.

As the News has reported, Bernhardt’s predeces-
sor Zinke had made quick work of rolling back en-
vironmental protections. He lifted a ban on hunters 
using lead bullets in wildlife refuges meant to prevent 
lead poisoning in wildlife, scrapped rules governing 
fracking on public lands, scrubbed his agencies’ ma-
terials from mention of climate change, rescinded an 
order calling on NPS to prioritize climate change, 
and shuttered USGS’ science center that studies cli-
mate change. Also under Zinke, the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), another unit of the Interior, de-
layed rules that would have prevented 200,000 tons 
of methane pollution annually from oil and gas wells 
on federally managed lands. 

Zinke also oversaw the largest oil and gas lease 
sale in U.S. history –77 million acres in federal wa-
ters in the Gulf of Mexico – and launched a five-year 
development plan for offshore oil and gas drilling in 
the Arctic, Gulf and Atlantic, including off the Fire 
Island coast, sparking local opposition. But Bern-
hardt has shelved that plan while the department 
awaits an appeals court ruling in its attempt to over-
turn a federal judge’s ruling favoring a lawsuit block-
ing the move.

The controversy that reportedly prompted the 
White House to request Zinke’s resignation was 
a real estate deal involving the former Republican 
congressman’s wife and oil company Halliburton in 
his Montana hometown that the inspector general 

referred to the U.S. Department of Justice. He had 
faced 15 other investigations for conduct including 
allowing his wife to join him in official vehicles in 
violation of department rules and chartering $12,375 
worth of flights that “could have been avoided,” ac-
cording to the inspector general. Wasting taxpayer 
money on travel was also a theme in the resignations 
of Price, Shulkin, and Pruitt.

“After 30 years of public service, I cannot justify 
spending thousands of dollars defending myself and 
my family against false allegations,” Zinke said in 
a statement announcing his resignation. “It is better 
for the president and Interior to focus on accomplish-
ments rather than fictitious allegations.”

Less than two weeks after his departure, Zinke 
was hired as managing director of Artillery One, an 
investment firm that specializes in the energy and 
technology sectors. And three months after he left, 
he was appointed to the board of directors of U.S. 
Gold, a mining firm.

As for Bernhardt, the new Interior chief drew im-
mediate calls from Democratic lawmakers urging 
the inspector general to probe his conduct. Among 
the issues at hand were allegations that he weakened 
protections on an endangered fish to help a former 
lobbying client, continued lobbying for a client af-
ter he filed paperwork indicating that he was no lon-
ger working as a lobbyist, and blocked the release 
of a scientific report showing how pesticides threat-
en hundreds of endangered species, according to The 
New York Times.

Or, as Trump tweeted, “David has done a fantas-
tic job from the day he arrived.”

 EYE ON FI  >> by Timothy Bolger

Zinke Out, Bernhardt In 
as Interior Secretary

Ryan Zinke
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 DIRECTORY >> 

APPAREL
Kline’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5333

Bambootique
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5180

Fire Island Outfitters
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0146

Salty Stitch Beach Wear
Ocean Beach | 631-431-6991

ATTORNEYS
Siben & Siben LLP
Bay Shore | 631-665-3400
www.sibensiben.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Mars Auto Parts
Bay Shore | 631-665-0890
www.mars108.com

Molina & Rudden Auto Repair
Brightwaters | 631-968-2840

BEER DISTRIBUTOR
Beverage Barn
Bay Shore | 631-665-0320
www.beveragebarnstores.com

BICYCLES
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826

CARTING
Stang Carting
Ocean Beach | 631-567-7792

CHURCH 
Free Union Church
Ocean Beach | 631-680-8074
www.freeunionchurch.org

COUNSELING
Advanced Counseling Assoc.
Bay Shore | 631-647-9009
www.advancedcounseling-associates.com

DELI/MARKETS
Dockside
Ocean Beach
631-583-0303

The Pantry
Ocean Beach, Delivery
631-583-SHOP (7467)

GIFTS & SOUVENIRS
Gemaginations
Brightwaters | 631-666-4181

Kline’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5333

Willy Nilly 
Trading Company
Bay Shore | 631-665-5510
www.willynillytrading.com

HARDWARE
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826

HOME BUILDING/ 
IMPROVEMENTS/ 
REPAIRS
East Islip Lumber
East Islip | 631-581-1869
www.eilumber.com

Eric Schiller, Architect PC
917-886-6055
www.eric-schiller.com

K-Mac Electric
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8130

Marquardt Marine
Patchogue | 631 583-3100

SGM Interiors 
Sayville | 631 335-7809
sgminteriors960@gmail.com

Vannoni Construction
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5271

HOTELS
Palms Hotel
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8870
www.palmshotel-fireisland.com

INSURANCE
Lloyd’s Planning, LLC
631-583-7253 | 212-689-0431
www.lloydsplanningllc.com

State Farm Insurance,
Rich Mohan 
Mohegan Lake | 914-528-1212

JEWELRY
Gemaginations
Brightwaters | 631-666-4181

LIQUOR & WINE
J&J Spirit Shop
Delivery, Sayville | 631-589-0078

MEDICAL/HOSPITAL 
Northwell Health
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8548

Northwell Health
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6767

Northwell’s Southside Hospital
Bay Shore | 631-968-3000

PADDLE BOARD/  
SURF SHOP
South Shore Paddleboards
Babylon | 631-482-1822
www.southshorepaddleboards.com

PROPANE
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826

REAL ESTATE
Dana Wallace Real Estate
Ocean Beach
631-583-5596 | 631-583-5653
www.realestateon-fireisland.com

Douglas Elliman Real Estate
East Islip | 631 581-8855
www.elliman.com

Fire Island Homes
Ocean Beach | 631-583-6661
www.fihomes.net

Fire Island Real Estate
Ocean Beach | 631 583-5100
www.fireislandrealestate.com

RESTAURANTS
Albatross
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5697

Bocce Beach
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8100
www.boccebeach.com 

Castaway Bar & Grill
Ocean Beach | 631-583 8498

CJ’s Restaurant & Bar
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9890

Dockside
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0303

The Hideaway
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5929 

Hurricanes
Ocean Beach | Hurricanes

Island Mermaid
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8088
www.islandmermaid.com

Kismet Inn
Kismet | 631-583-5592
www.thekismetinn.com

The Landing
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5800

Le Dock
Fair Harbor | 631-583-5200

Maguire’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8800
www.maguiresbayfront-restaurant.com

Matthew’s Seafood House
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8016
matthewsseafood.com/

SYNAGOGUE
Fire Island Synagogue
Seaview | 631-991-1907
www.fireisland-synagogue.org

TRANSPORTATION
Fire Island Ferries
Bay Shore | 631-665-3600
www.fireislandferries.com

VETERINARY SERVICES
Veterinary Medical Center of Long Island
West Islip | 631-587-0800
www.vmcli.com

 EMERGENCY CONTACTS >> 

FIRE DEPARTMENT  ........................... 911
POLICE
Suffolk County Marine Bureau .................... 631-854-8382
Islip Harbor Police ....................................... 631-224-5656
Brookhaven Harbor Police ........................... 631-473-3052
DOCTORS
Fire Island Pines  ......................................... 631-597-6160
Ocean Beach (Northwell) ............................ 631-583-8548
Cherry Grove (Northwell) ............................ 631-597-6767
Davis Park  .................................................. 631-597-6141
Seaview    ................................................... 631-583-5286
Southside Hospital–Northwell Health ......... 631-968-3000

PETS
Islip Animal Shelter  .................................... 631-224-5660
Brookhaven Animal Shelter ......................... 631-451-6950
Veterinary Medical Center of LI ................... 631-587-0800
UTILITIES
Suffolk County Water Authority ................... 631-665-0663
PSEG ........................................................... 800-436-7734
National Grid .............................................. 800-490-0045
FEDERAL AGENCIES
U.S. Coast Guard ......................................... 631-661-9100
National Park Service .................................. 631-687-4750
FEMA .......................................................... 800-621-FEMA
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IRVING LIKE, an environmental law-
yer whose unwavering passion made 
an immeasurable impact on Fire Island 
and Long Island, died on Oct. 3, 2018, 
in West Islip. He was 93 years old.

A longtime resident of Babylon, 
Bay Shore and Dunewood, Like had 
been practicing law since the 1960s, 
and was still working full-time when 
he died. After graduating from Colum-
bia Law School and passing the bar, he 
had worked on numerous cases involv-
ing citizen well being, environmental 
causes, land use, zoning, real estate, 
and more. The environmental activist 
referred to himself as “a solution wait-
ing for a problem.”

His first public legal battle in 1962 
was against Robert Moses, who was 
then president of the Long Island State 
Park Commission and one of the most 
powerful people in New York. After 
hearing about Moses’ plan to build a 
highway across Fire Island, Like and 

his brother-in-law, Maurice Barbash, 
immediately took action and success-
fully ended Moses’ plan by lobbying 
for the establishment of Fire Island 
National Seashore.

Like’s son, Steven, recalled an 
anecdote his father related to him 
regarding the creation of the Nation-
al Seashore.

“He said to me that the idea of the 
aforementioned occurred in a restau-
rant where he wrote it on a napkin with 
his law partner and Murray Barbash. 
He said the creation of the [Fire Island 
National Seashore] would be a way to 
stop Robert Moses from constructing a 
highway across Fire Island. Thus, the 
battle began.”

While Like was a fierce protector of 
the environment, he was equally pas-
sionate about his family. His beloved 
wife of 69 years, Margalit, was his 
“emotional anchor.” They got married 
and moved to Long Island in the early 

1950s, and started their family. Mar-
galit passed away just months before 
he did. He is survived by his two sons, 
Dr. Robert Like and Steven Like; his 
daughter, Sharon Like; two grandchil-
dren, David and Daniel; and his sister, 
Lillian Barbash.

In the last year of his life, Like 
fought intensely, with friend and col-
league Dr. John Tanacredi of Mol-
loy College, in his quest to have Fire 
Island designated as a World Heritage 
Site. He truly believed this designation 
would increase protection and man-
agement of the island for generations 
to come.

Like was remarkably accom-
plished in all aspects of life. He was 
named one of the 100 Most Influen-
tial Long Islanders of the 20th Century 
by Newsday, was the attorney for Suf-
folk County in a fight to stop offshore 
drilling in the Atlantic, fought against 
Long Island Lighting Company’s plan 

to build the Shoreham nuclear pow-
er plant in the mid 1960s as well as 
other power plants on Long Island, 
pushed back against chemical compa-
nies that produced Agent Orange, and 
was counsel to the Fire Island National 
Seashore Citizens Committee.

He was a veteran of the Unit-
ed States Army, having served in 
World War II and trained as a Russian 
interpreter. 

As a man of integrity, intelligence 
and compassion, Like’s legacy will 
without a doubt be remembered, and 
his contributions to society will con-
tinue to live on.

Irving Like, Environmental Attorney: 
1924-2018 
By Laura Schmidt

CHRISTINE, “Christy” Edwards 
Potter, renowned Fire Island artist,  
passed away on March 24, 2019. She 
was a true Renaissance woman – an 
artist, a teacher, a choir singer, an 
activist/volunteer, a sailor, a clammer, 
a windsurfer, an avid adventurer, a 
traveler, a mother, and a wife. 

Her daughter, Donna Potter, wrote, 
in tribute, that her mother was “a true 
force to be reckoned with,” and that 
“everything she touched came to life… 
she saw and felt the world in colors.”  

Christy Edwards grew up on Fire 
Island and was able to depict life on 
our beach as only a native can. Her 
watercolors of communities on both 
the North and South shores of Long 
Island captured the uniqueness and 
sheer beauty of the surroundings, 
and the thrill of sailing on the Great 
South Bay. Christy’s paintings of the 
little red wagons, the boardwalks and 
the lighthouse have become iconic 
images of Fire Island and are evoc-
ative of life on a barrier beach. Her 
work, however, was not limited to 
her native Long Island and a review 
of her art shows, interviews and press 

coverage attest to this. Christy lived 
in the United States Virgin Islands 
for a number of years and her USVI 
works are a beautiful contrast to her 
beach scenes of the East Coast. Her 
painting entitled “Recess on the Low-
er East Side” will bring fond mem-
ories to anyone who grew up in the 
city and got to play in the schoolyard. 
She left behind a legacy of more than 
3,500 original works.

I never had the good fortune to 
meet Christy Edwards and when I 
was given this assignment, I emailed 
our “local historian” John Schaffner 
for details about her. John respond-
ed: “Barbara, who told you about me 
and Christy?” I responded that a good 
reporter never reveals their source. 
He was kind enough to give me per-
mission to use the following: 

“It was in May of 1975 that Casey 
Moreno and I sat down and dis-
cussed bringing an Art Show back to 
Ocean Beach. We decided to go ahead 
and do it in June of that year, so we 
bought peg-boards and made stands 
for the artists to display their paint-
ings. I was especially happy to have 
a young girl by the name of Christy 
Edwards display her paintings in front 
of my plumbing office. This young 
lady was quite the artist. I really liked 
the paintings she displayed and so 
did many others. So, I commissioned 
her to do our Seaview house and we 
still have that painting hanging in my 
home office. Yes, this beautiful Chris-
ty turned out to be a master of water-
colors. In fact she was so good, God 
called her to help paint us beautiful 
skies. Rest in Peace beautiful lady.”

Christy Edwards, Artist: 1952-2019 By Barbara Gaby Placilla
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 SHOPPING AROUND >> 

 These guys got marooned on Fire Island last Halloween 
– luckily they found CJ’s! (Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)  

 Have a sippy of a Zippy! (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

 Welcome back for another season Eric Schiller Architect, PC! (www.eric-schiller.com)

 Curious? Read all about it on Joey Macellaro’s Ocean 
Beach column on page 15. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)
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 KIDS PAGE >>

Find 8 Differences

Finish and Color



ALONG WITH BARBECUES and days at the beach, no summer holiday celebra-
tion would be complete without enjoying the fireworks that celebrate our nation. 
While putting the finishing touches on your planned celebration take a moment to 
consider your pets. The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(ASPCA), in collaboration with Proactive Animal Welfare, Inc. (PAW), have listed 
ways you can prevent your holiday celebration from turning into a tragedy.

1. Going to a Fireworks Display? Leave Your Pet at Home. Loud noises can terrify 
pets – so don’t include them when celebrations contain fireworks. Even if your 
pet is used to being outside the resulting panic caused by fireworks or other loud 
noises may make them break their restraint in an attempt to find safety.

2. Keep Your Pet Indoors. Pets can easily become separated from us during a cele-
bratory event: too many people at a party can create confusion, a backyard gate 
may accidentally be left open, etc. If your pet does become lost, contact your 
local animal control and surrounding shelters immediately to make a report. If 
you find a lost pet, take them to the address on their tag or bring them to the local 
animal shelter.

3. Don’t Put Insect Repellent on Your Pet that isn’t Specifically for Pet Use. The 
same tip applies to applying “people” sunscreen on your pet. What isn’t toxic to 
humans can be toxic to animals.

4. Protect Your Pets from Heat! Another reason to keep your pets away from the 
noisy celebrations of summer is heat. High temperatures put your pet at risk of 
heat stroke, which can become deadly very quickly. Never leave your pet in a 
parked car even if the day doesn’t seem that warm.

5. Have Your Pet Properly Identified. Safeguard your pet with a collar and ID 
tag. Even those kept indoors full time should always wear collars with ID tags. 
Also consider fitting your pet with microchip identification. We suggest keeping a 
recent picture of your pets in case you have to put up signs.

6. Keep Your Pet Away from Glow Jewelry. It might look cute, but your pet could 
chew up and swallow the plastic adornments.

7. NEVER use Fireworks Around Pets. Fireworks pose a danger to curious pets 
and potentially result in severe burns. Even unused fireworks can be hazardous. 
Some fireworks contain potentially toxic substances such as arsenic, potassium 
nitrate and other heavy metals.

8. Don’t Give Your Pet Table Food. If you are having a backyard barbecue you 
may be tempted to slip some snacks to your pet. Festive foods that could harm 
your pet include beer, chocolate, onions, coffee, avocado, grapes, raisins, salt and  
yeast dough.

9. Lighter Fluid and Matches are Harmful to Pets. The ASPCA lists chlorates as a 
harmful chemical substance found in some matches that, if ingested, can cause 
your pet difficulty. If exposed to lighter fluid, your pet may sustain skin irritation 
on contact, respiratory problems if inhaled and gastric problems if ingested.

10. Citronella Insect Control Products can be Harmful to Pets. Oils, candles, 
insect coils, and other citronella-based repellents are irritating toxins to pets, 
according to the ASPCA.

Keep summer fun celebrations safe for all members of your family. If there’s an 
emergency, don’t wait to have your pet treated! The Veterinary Medical Center of 
Long Island is devoted to helping you care for your pet when the need arises. If 
you should have an emergency or wish to speak with a veterinarian, please don’t 
hesitate to call 631-587-0800.

Summer Celebrations
and Pet Safety
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A Day in the Life of Fire Island
Reader Contributed Photographs

A foundation without a home along  
the beachfront of Ocean Bay Park.  
(Photo by Rachelle King) 

Study in Yellow – A quintessential Fire Island image 
by our own Lauren Chenault.

Sweet like a box of candy, this lighthouse image is! (Photo by James Hardy)

Cormorants are cool! (Photo by Robert Sherman)

The Seagull. (Photo by Robert Sherman)

Something a little gothic about this 
window view as Sarah Gruarin, with her 
friend Barbara and dog Luigi, sit out on 
the Connecticut River blue split stones that  
compile the Fire Island Lighthouse deck. 

Interested in having your photo published in A Day in the Life of Fire Island? Email us at editor@fireisland-news.com and we will consider it. Please 
limit submission to six images per news cycle, in jpeg format. NOTE: Any submitted drone images must comply with FAA regulations concerning 
their use within national park jurisdiction, while posing no risk to pedestrians, wildlife, or property in taking said image. Fire Island News reserves 
the right not to publish any photograph we suspect is in violation of these rules – and always be respectful of nature and the local wildlife when 
taking nature pictures outdoors. Thank you!
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ROBERT KUHAR
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

OCEAN BEACH OFFICE
937 Baywalk | 631.583.0010
DEFireIsland@elliman.com

Always Open on Fire Island

© 2019 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.  110 WALT WHITMAN ROAD, HUNTINGTON STATION, NY 11746. 631.549.7401.

NEW YORK CITY | LONG ISLAND | THE HAMPTONS | WESTCHESTER | CONNECTICUT | NEW JERSEY | FLORIDA | CALIFORNIA | COLORADO | MASSACHUSETTS |  INTERNATIONAL

ell iman.com/fireisland

AVAILABLE  |  955 Surfview Walk  |  $575,000 | Web# 3127574 AVAILABLE  |  Lonelyville  |  $2,495,000 | Web# *1335771AVAILABLE  |  Captree Island  |  $1,895,000 | Web# 3123109

From Fire Island to N YC
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