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Against the will of the People, the federal 
government is once again planning to hunt 
deer on our tranquil barrier island.

It has been thirty years since the Fire Island National Seashore 
(FINS) last attempted to hold a deer hunt here. While the institutional 
memory of that failed attempt may have faded, many of us do vividly 
remember the infamous events of the winter of 1988/89:

FINS’ effort to deceive the people into believing that the hunt had 
intrinsic scientific validity by calling it a “STUDY-HUNT” backfired. The 
people were not fooled. Opposition to the hunt was immediate and 
fierce.

Enraged protestors gathered at the ‘ranger checkpoint’ near the 
Lighthouse. They watched in disbelief as licensed archery hunters in 
camouflage gear arrived to hunt deer that did not at all fear humans. 
They shot the unsuspecting animals with arrows. Then, wounded and 
bleeding, with arrows sticking into them, these deer frantically tried to 
escape through the brush, staggering forward, pursued by armed gov-
ernment officials who finally ended the animals’ agony with bullets.

Children on school buses rode by on Burma Road dangerously 
close to the nightmarish spectacle. They witnessed the arrest of par-
ents and neighbors who were forced onto their knees, handcuffed, and 
taken off in an enclosed patrol wagon to Riverhead to be booked.  

FINS had stated at the outset of that ‘88/’89 hunt that their goal 
was to kill 100 deer. However, after those demonstrations, and a hard-
fought federal lawsuit (Allen v. Hodel) brought against the National 
Parks Service (NPS) by three Fire Island residents, and with the sup-
port of Long Island animal activists and, very notably, of prominent 
author and legendary animal protector Cleveland Amory (the found-
er of the Fund for Animals), the NPS Director William Penn Mott inter-
vened and ended the hunt. By then, a total of 60 semi-tame deer had 
been killed at the cost of $60,000.

New fawns appeared each spring, yet still FINS failed to come up 
with a humane way to control deer numbers. Then in the fall of 1992, a 
year-round resident took note of what was being done in Assateague 
National Seashore where ground-breaking science was immunocon-
tracepting the population of small horses there with PZP (porcine zona 
pellucida) vaccine.  She took the unorthodox step of inviting those 
Assateague researchers to Fire Island. 

One year later, our locale having met the stringent qualifications for 
an experimental test site (including the commitment of extraordinari-
ly generous and dedicated volunteer deer monitors in the communi-
ties), with the projected modest funding in place, and with the blessing 
of The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), one September 
dawn in 1993, on the lawn of Brodkin Park in the Village of Saltaire, Dr. 
Jay Kirkpatrick, a pioneer in the field of immunocontraception, remote-
ly darted free-roaming female deer with PZP vaccine. It was a mile-
stone in wildlife history.

For over a decade there followed a dramatic decline in the fawning 
rate on Fire Island as well as a sense of pride in the fact that we were 
the first area in the world to use this humane, cost-effective and highly 
successful method of deer management.   

To this day, FINS has offered no credible explanation of why, after 
taking over the reins of the popular project from the local volunteers, 
they completely abandoned it by the mid-2000s. They simply stopped 
ordering the vaccine.

Now, in 2019, FINS’ current plan reads like an extended killing fren-
zy. Every year there will be a hunt. Every year FINS will target and kill 
deer deemed  ‘friendly’. They will kill Sunken Forest deer, kill deer they 
have lured to corn-baiting stations, and they will kill deer from trucks 
riding along our narrow barrier island!!! 

Is FINS hoping that we the People have forgotten what happened 
before and that there will be no resistance this time?? 

Indications are otherwise:
The letters that FINS was federally mandated to solicit from the 

public about their current plan are on public record as overwhelm-
ingly opposed to lethal control. (1442 correspondences opposed it, 
while a mere 107 were for it)  

Local environmental, wildlife, and animal welfare groups are 
raising their voices in support of humane solutions. Besides the Fire 
Island Wildlife Foundation, these include the Fire Island Environmental 
Coalition, Kismet League for Animal Welfare (KLAW), Pines Animal Wel-
fare Society (PAWS), Cherry Grove Chapter of PAWS, Fire Island Animal 
Rescue, Fire Island Animal Welfare Society, Long Island Orchestrating 
for Nature (LION) and even the improbably-named “Posh Pets.”  

A joint lawsuit has been filed against FINS’ lethal plan by two 
esteemed non-profit organizations:  the ANIMAL WELFARE INSTI-
TUTE, a highly regarded and effective international organization; and 
WILDLIFE PRESERVES, INC., which, fifty years ago, donated land to 
establish the beautiful Sunken Forest and had the foresight to protect 
it as a wildlife preserve in perpetuity by means of deed restrictions that 
will immediately cause the land to “revert” (back) to the donor if wild-
life there is ever killed--or even “disturbed.”

We the People must once again demand that 
FINS use non-lethal wildlife management.

Call and email both the FINS Superintendent ALEXCY ROMERO 
at 631-687-4750 (Alexcy_Romero@nps.gov) and the NPS Northeast 
Regional Director GAY VIETZKE at 215-597-7013 (Gay_Vietzke@nps.
gov) and tell them that we want management that keeps deer from 
reproducing, NOT kills them in perpetuity. 

Rally plans are currently in progress. 

For updates call 631 583 9215 or Email: fireislandwildlife@gmail.com

Please support the petition at change.org: http://chng.it/BhcXzmjQKz 

FIRE ISLAND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION 
A Not for Profit Corporation
PO Box 5324 Bay Shore, New York 11706 
phone 631 583 9215   Email: fireislandwildlife@gmail.com

Protestors in high spirits after learning the NPS Director had inter-
vened to end the FINS deer hunt of ‘88/’89.

ADVERTORIAL

STOP THE DEER HUNT
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FIRE ISLAND SWELLS WITH a tremendous 
energy by the time we reach this point in the summer, 
it’s not so much what to say as where do we begin? 
Mariana Dominguez paid a visit to the beach at 
Saltaire as lifeguards displayed a summer’s worth 
of finely refined skills. In Ocean Bay Park, Danielle 
Lipiec not only wrote about the Run for Rose 5K, but 
the journey that brought each athlete there on that 
day. Emma Boskovski writes of a Seaview woman’s 
quest to save our Monarchs, while Rebecca Hoey 
covers the fight in New York to save our bees. 

Social butterflies are captured by the lens of 
photographers Sean Fitzthum and James Hardy 
as they put on their dancing shoes to document 
gala fundraisers that keep many of the events this 
publication covers going strong, with both Ocean 
Beach Community Fund and Fire Island Lighthouse 
Preservation Society. In our Great Spaces segment, 
Lauren ten Hoopen, the newest member of our FIN 
team, writes poetically of her love of boating on 
the Great South Bay, which of course is one of the 
greatest spaces of all.

Managing Editor Lorna Luniewski and 
photographer Sean Fitzthum then team up to 
document Gina Lieneck’s long hard battle won, 
as Governor Cuomo at last signs Brianna’s Law – 
a story we have been following for years. Finally, 
reporter Laura Schmidt is not afraid to ask the 
tough questions that deserve some answers in her 
profile interview with Fire Island National Seashore 
Superintendent Alexcy Romero. 

None of this is a coincidence. All the stories that 
we cover in this issue are the fruits from seeds that 
were sown and cultivated over months, and now we 
reap the harvest – enjoy the feast! 
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 AROUND & ABOUT >> 

 Scott Hirsch became an Island Mermaid for a day as 
the dunk tank was a very popular attraction. (Photo by 
Lauren Chenault)

 Acrobats, jugglers on stilts, and other sideshow attractions brought the fun element 
of Coney Island to Fire Island, just for a few days. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

 Jimmy and the Parrots also delighted the crowds with their laid back musical style. 
(Photo by Lauren Chenault)

 The children in town were clearly delighted by the 
festivities, as were the children at heart. (Photo by 
Lauren Chenault)

 Songbird Leah Tashman graced the day with acoustic tunes, even as a lion-faced 
Kenny Goodman briefly photo-bombed her set. (Photo by Robert Sherman)

 Carnival style game classics like bucket-ball, stand the bottle, and good old-fash-
ioned ball toss, all courtesy of the Sand Bar, were a sleeper hit of this event. (Photo by 
Robert Sherman)

 Local shops like Bambootique got into the spirit too, 
offering deep discounts on quality apparel, and savvy 
shoppers took note. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

Ocean Beach Music  
& Seafood Festival

This debut event made a splash with three days of food, music and fun in downtown OB the first 
week of August. Read more about it in Joey Macellaro’s Ocean Beach community column on page 
18, and this issue’s Dining Review on page 33. 
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 AROUND & ABOUT >> 

Arts, Sports & Philanthropy

 Prized island treasures could also be had at the Ocean Beach Arts & Crafts Show the 
weekend of Aug. 10. (Photo by James Hardy)

 With gazelle-like grace, Luke McCambley made crossing that finish line look effort-
less at the Run for Rose 5K in Ocean Bay Park on Aug. 11. Learn more about the race and 
the Rose DiGangi Foundation on page 24. (Photo by Lauren Chenualt)

 A viewer enjoying the paintings of Mark Beard at the Fire Island Pines Arts 
Project 17th Biennial Art Show on Aug. 3. Read more about it on page 37. (Photo by 
Shoshanna McCollum)

 Move over Pamela Anderson, these lifeguard ladies in Saltaire are the real deal! 
Always an exciting Fire Island event, read more about the Lifeguard Tournament on 
page 31. (Photo by Robert Sherman)

 Those sea captains really know how to party! And the 160th anniversary cele-
brating Fire Island Lighthouse continued at the Barefoot Black Tie fundraiser. See 
more photo coverage of this crown jewel of Fire Island social events on page 12. 
(Photo by Sean Fitzthum)

 These retro beach beauties let the sunshine in at the Ocean Beach Community Fund’s 
Woodstock 50th Revival fundraiser gala, held at Windswept in Ocean Beach on Aug. 3. 
Read Joey Macellaro’s coverage on page 48. (Photo by James Hardy)
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 FROM THE FIN ARCHIVES >> 

AN END-OF-SUMMER beach party for the FIN staff, 
most likely in the late 1950s or 1960s, was featured 
in a double page spread of this publication, however 
we were looking not at the original, but a reproduced 
fragment – which did not include the date or year! 

The outfits, hairstyles, and of course the beach 
bikinis all argue a strong case that this is from the 
late 1950s, certainly no later than the early 1960s. 
Other clues we have are a byline that the photo 
spread was taken by “Lucky and Senft.” We also 

know the name of a few of the ladies taking turns at 
the limbo stick. The blonde wearing the white shirt 
and dark trousers going under the bamboo pole is 
identified as Rae Comerford. The brunette next in 
line in a white two-piece bathing suit is identified as 
Loretta Vollmuth. 

We are uncertain what these young women went 
on to do after their tenure with Fire Island News. We 
would love to find out if any reader out there happens 
to know them.

In Limbo —  
FIN Editorial 
Picnic at  
Fire Island
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PICTURE PERFECT WEATHER was on tap for the 
more than 300 people who attended the Fire Island 
Lighthouse Preservation Society’s annual fundraiser, 
on Aug. 10. In addition to dancing to the sounds of 
Tradewinds, guests enjoyed a catered dinner, open 
bar and silent auction on the Lighthouse Terrace.

Sponsors included Bethpage Federal Credit 
Union, John Bosch Bus Company, Manhattan Beer 
Distributor, Helen Duryea and Destination Unknown 
Brewery. The silent auction featured items donated 
from more than 60 businesses and individuals. 

This event is just one of the ways Fire Island 
Lighthouse Preservation Society (FILPS) raises 
money to preserve and maintain this historic 1858 
structure. Celebrating its 160th anniversary over the 
past year, the Preserve the Lighthouse – One Step at 
a Time fundraising campaign, to restore each of the 
156 cast iron steps, continues. A $750 donation will 
restore one step, and donor names will be inscribed 
on a commemorative plaque. Fire Island Associa-
tion recently adopted a step in the name of Irving 
Like (1924-2018), who was instrumental in stopping 

Robert Moses from building a highway across Fire 
Island. To learn how you can adopt a step, call 
631-321-7028.

FILPS wants to thank all those who attended and 
all the Lighthouse volunteers who participated, for 
their generous donations, silent auction participation 
and valuable time. As with many great events, the 
best laid plans sometimes go awry, and FILPS wants 
to thank anyone who had a poor dining experience 
for their patience. They already are working hard to 
prevent this from happening in the future.

Sunny skies shone bright over the historic light. Stylin’ Tradewinds brought the beat.

Clear Skies for the 33rd Annual Barefoot 
Black Tie Dinner at Fire Island Lighthouse
By Lorna Luniewski / Photos Sean Fitzthum

Left, Dave Griese, executive director of Fire Island Lighthouse, and Tony  
Femminella, event chairperson, with a vendor volunteer and representative of 
Destination Unknown Brewery.

Is there a best dressed award?

The moon and the sand and drink in hand... Moving and grooving! 
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ALEXCY ROMERO’S appointment as superinten-
dent of Fire Island National Seashore (FINS) was 
announced in August 2018, and he took office the fol-
lowing October. He is a native New Yorker with a 
bachelor’s degree in environmental science from the 
State University of New York at Old Westbury. With a 
three decade career in the National Park Service, his 
prior appointment was as superintendent of George 
Washington Memorial Parkway in the Washington, 
D.C. metropolitan area. While at the Fire Island 
helm for less than a year, Romero has already made 
some controversial decisions during his tenure, 
including the culling of the white-tailed deer pop-
ulation within Fire Island National Seashore juris-
diction at William Floyd Estate last March; plans 
are presently underway to expand this operation.  
Romero intends to continue on Fire Island proper at 
least through the year 2020.

Fire Island News (FIN): What are some achieve-
ments that you’ve been proud of this summer 
thus far as superintendent?
Alexcy Romero (AR): Oh, that’s a very good ques-
tion. I would say it’s reaching out to the communi-
ties through their scheduled Town Hall meetings. 
I had one last Saturday, July 27. [I] have another 
one scheduled [August] 10, the other one sched-
uled [August] 24, just focusing on the vulnerability 
study, FIMI, FIMP, and driving, so actively engag-
ing the communities. Working with the Fire Island 
Lighthouse Preservation Society on replacement 
of the steps. And, again, I think this summer sea-
son has been focused on outreach and civic engage-
ment. Working with non-profit groups regarding 
the Carrington tract and seeing how we could 
work together to utilize the facilities that fulfill the 
National Park Service mission. So there’s a couple 
things in the works.

FIN: Regarding one of the Town Hall meetings 
held in July, you mentioned the addition of driv-
ing restrictions on the island. Is there anything 
new to report regarding this?
AR: We’re still using the Blue Book as our regu-
lations. There’s some changes that we can make 
under the current Blue Book but what the Town Hall 
meetings are focusing on is fact-finding, testing the 
assumptions. I’ve heard a lot of concerns from the 
interactions that I’ve had with communities regard-
ing driving. So [we ask] very simple questions that 
we’re just looking for responses from the commu-
nity just to make sure that we’re on the right track. 
To make sure that we are making informed decisions 
based on community concerns or issues. So there’s 
no changes, just fact-finding

FIN: On the same subject of island transporta-
tion, since some Kismet and Saltaire communi-
ty leaders expressed concerns with the new Fire 
Island Pedicab service – they were concerned 

with it blocking emergency vehicles or other cars 
– have there been any conversations discussing 
this issue?
AR: Well, I’ll be honest with you, there is both, 
people expressing concern and there are people 
that are actually applauding this new experience to 
access Fire Island. So, there are people that are very 
happy with having two – we’re talking about two – 
pedicabs, leaving from Field 5 to the old fire house, 
that are transporting probably four people every 
hour compared to the hundreds of people that are 
walking from Field 5 to Kismet. So we’re talking a 
small fraction of people that are being transported. 
It’s not what you see in New York City with a whole 
bunch of pedicabs, we’re talking about two pedi-
cabs transporting four people probably every hour. 
So it’s not a huge influx of people that are being 
transported. And the other thing I wanted to point 
out is that the permit that was issued, was issued 
through the state at Field 5, and they were just com-
ing through our property.

FIN: Regarding the Deer Management Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement that was entered 
in the Federal Register at the end of 2015, now 
that it’s been fully implemented this year, what 
can be expected this upcoming fall with this  
removal plan?
AR: Right now, we are still figuring out Phase Two. 
One thing has been identified: we have to work with 
our partner agency, with the [National] Park Service, 

and we are not – we have not engaged with 
them because of staffing issues that they’re 
trying to resolve now. So we don’t have a 
plan, a strategy or a timeline until they’re 
able to backfill behind some positions in 
order to begin the planning process. So 
there’s nothing set just yet.

FIN: Will Phase Two still involve the 
removal of deer?
AR: Yes, it would involve the culling of 
deer. Yes.

FIN: Ok. Many Fire Islanders as well 
as some animal rights groups have not 
been pleased with the way by which 
the deer culling has been conducted. 
Would you and FINS consider non-le-
thal methods in the future to appease 
these groups?
AR: In the future, I guess, yes, we will 
explore all options. We, many years ago, 
used a contraception method for up to 10 
years as a study, and right now it’s not 
considered a study unless it’s 10 years or 
more so we were advised to stop using this 
as a study. What we will look into in the 
future is other methods. Of course, they 
have to be state-approved. Right now, PZP 

[an immunocontraceptive] is not state-approved, 
and we’re just following the standards of the state 
in order for us to begin implementing contracep-
tion in the future. But, yes, we will explore other 
options in the future to maintain deer population. 
And the other thing I wanted to mention, the study 
for contraception has shown in areas to be effec-
tive and other areas not to be effective. And there’s 
a number of things that we can provide in the future 
to share. 

FIN: Did you explore other options such as deer 
repellents, deer-resistant plants, or visual or audi-
tory deterrents?
AR: I can’t speak to that right now. I would have to 
talk to my Chief of Resource Management regard-
ing that, but I understand that the study was com-
prehensive in exploring all options. But I can’t 
confirm that.

FIN: Would you be able to say some of the rea-
sons non-lethal options were denied during the 
planning process?
AR: Again, I’m going to have to confirm that with 
my Chief of Resources and get back to you.

FIN: Regarding the Seashore’s claim that deer 
are ruining growth in the Sunken Forest, were 
you at all concerned about the agreement made 
when Wildlife Preserves deeded Sunken Forest to 
FINS in 1966, which stated that these lands must 

INTERVIEW: 
FINS Superintendent Alexcy Romero
By Laura Schmidt

Photo by Robert Sherman

Continued on page 14
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 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR >> 

New buildings being built in Cherry 
Grove over the last couple of years 
are destroying the authenticity of the 
community. The modern buildings 
are not compatible with the overall 
image. Architects, homeowners, com-
munity representatives etc. need to 
take this into consideration as Jacque-
line Kennedy did for New York City.

A recently renovated guesthouse 
in town is horrible. It looks like a mod-
ern tomb. That is just one example. 
There are many that have popped up. 
Cherry Grove will soon lose its com-
munity character if this keeps up. Do 
we really wish to look like a clone of 
the Pines? 

The wonderful ambiance that 
Cherry Grove is known for should 
be preserved and protected. The old 
Monster building being torn down 
will be replaced by another bor-
ing block of ice with no charm. That 
building may not have been able to 
be saved but whoever is taking over 
that property should be mindful of the 
surroundings and the history. 

I understand we are living in a 
new generation but this “out with the 
old and in with the new” will be the 
demise of Cherry Grove’s authentic-
ity. I have been going out to Cherry 
Grove since the early ‘70s and though 
my days are numbered like every-
one I hope that future generations will 
appreciate the community of Cherry 
Grove for protecting it’s charm. 

Thank you,
Frank Azzizi

*  *  *  

Dedications – they used to mean some-
thing – Lincoln Tunnel, George Wash-
ington Bridge and the Letty Ragusa 
Ball Field.  When I think of public 
facilities that bear people’s names, I 
think of people who have contributed 
positively to a community, whether it 

is a country, a state or even a small 
municipality like Ocean Beach. The 
recent decision to name the Commu-
nity House for Natalie Katz Rogers 
was a decision made outside of those 
guidelines and without much commu-
nity input.   

The Community House already 
has a plaque on it with the name of 
Mayor Rogers, the trustees (of which 
I was one) and other village officials 
who oversaw its rebuilding. To me, 
that was an honor. When I think of 
former Mayor Rogers, I remember 
she served two terms as a mayor, the 
second term barely winning by a doz-
en votes. She also promoted the sale 
of our villages water tower (in spite of 
an engineers report advising against 
it), refused to respect the overwhelm-
ing cry of the village residents with 
respect to issues concerning our 
police department and quality of life 
issues and went behind the backs 
of her fellow trustees by increasing 
expenses in the budget after specifi-
cally agreeing not to do so.  

Sorry, but those are not the qual-
ities that inspire the naming of a 
building, particularly the Community 
House. I mention the Letty Ragusa Ball 
Field above because in my 30 plus 
years in Ocean Beach, I have only 
heard people speak glowingly of 
Ms. Ragusa and how as an elected 
official she brought out the good in 
people and brought people together. 
Not once have I heard anything but 
praise for her, even from her politi-
cal opponents. However, she was the 
kind of person who dedications were 
designed for. 

At best, former Mayor Rogers 
was a controversial figure. I, along 
with many people, are truly disap-
pointed in this dedication because it 
demeans the whole idea of honoring 
someone for their positive contribu-
tions to a community.  

The people who supported this 
dedication appear to be a select 
group who have benefited from her 
appointments and favors, plus a few 
who didn’t know any better. If people 
want to honor the former mayor for 
being the first female mayor, I under-
stand that. However, this is about the 
quality of the work that she did and 
how it affected the entire community. 
This is not a personal attack.  It is a 
statement made after consulting many 
people who also felt the dedication 
was inappropriate based upon a 
public record and hard facts. 

—Steven Einig 
Former Trustee

*  *  *  

The Ocean Beach Community Fund 
has completed another successful 
year, and we want to thank everyone 
who helped contribute to our efforts. 
We started with the July 4 parade, 
then there were wonderful free mov-
ies, Kids and Adult Art Shows, His-
torical Society Exhibits, dock concerts 
and the Woodstock 50th Revival 
fundraising party at Windswept. As 
a result of everyone’s generosity, 
we are going to be able to provide 
matching funds to the Village for the 
Joe Dickey Lifeguard Facility as well 
as have funds for multiple recreation 
programs next year. With your gen-
erous support we give grants, put on 
programs, and make things happen 
that our VOB taxes do not cover. 

A big shout out of thanks to all 
our local restaurants – almost all of 
which made significant contributions 
to our annual fundraiser, as well as 
generous gift certificates for the silent 
auction. Please thank Scott, Jim, Jon, 
Vinnie, Jenn, Angie and all the others 
when you see them. 

In addition The Pantry, Seaview 
Market and Ocean Beach Trading 

markets made significant contribu-
tions during the year. Additionally 
our local merchants contributed gen-
erously to the silent auction with 
bikes, beach toys, jewelry and more. 
We also receive significant support 
from our local real estate offices, 
contractors, plumbers, and many 
others. Finally a special thank you 
to the Fire Island Ferry Company for 
providing the transportation for our 
dock concert bands as well as many 
other events.

We are grateful for the contribu-
tions and support from individual fam-
ilies in helping us create a real sense 
of community in Ocean Beach and 
beyond. We have already started 
planning events and activities for next 
year. This happens through the com-
mitment of our volunteers who take 
time away from family and friends 
to give back to our community. Enjoy 
our wonderful weather through the 
remainder of the season and we’ll see 
you on the beach. If you would like to 
get involved, please reach out to us. 
We are always looking for great ideas 
to help create an improved sense of 
community in our village.

—Holly Etlin
President

Ocean Beach Community Fund
www.oceanbeachcommunityfund.com

Opinions expressed in Letters to the 
Editor are not necessarily those of 
Fire Island News. Those who wish to 
submit a letter to us before the end of 
the 2019 summer season must sub-
mit it no later than Thursday, August 
22, 2019. Write to us at editor@
fireisland-news.com. Electronic sub-
missions only, no paper letters please 
– 350 words or less advised. We 
reserve the right to edit, abridge, or 
not publish any letter as we see fit.

be maintained in their natural state and act as a 
sanctuary for the wildlife that exist within it? Was 
this a concern that was brought up when creating 
the deer management plan?
AR: That’s a legal matter right now that I can’t speak 
to until it’s settled.

FIN: At what point will the deer culling come to 
an end? Is there a goal population number to be 
reached and do you think it will still be ongoing 
in 2020?

AR: Deer management will continue in 2020, and 
beyond, as necessary. Deer densities of 20 to 25 
deer per square mile have been shown to allow 
for a healthier, more diverse forest habitat, which 
can support a healthy deer herd as well as other 
native wildlife. This initial deer density goal will 
be maintained until vegetation is given ample time 
to recover from over-browsing. Information col-
lected through deer and vegetation monitoring will 
guide future management actions. The deer density 
goal can be adjusted if and when vegetation goals 
are reached.

FIN: What are some things that are at the top of 
your list to accomplish by the end of 2019?

AR: I would say to continue working with the Army 
Corps of Engineers in finalizing the FIMP and FIMI 
beach nourishment process, coordinating those 
efforts by issuing the proper permits to complete 
FIMI, and in parallel tracks completing the neces-
sary steps for the Fire Island to Montauk Point plan 
with the Army Corps to have the final draft signed 
off and approved by the Secretary of Army and Inte-
rior in Washington, D.C. 

Remaining scheduled NPS Town Hall meetings take 
place at Saltaire Village Hall on Saturday, Aug. 24, 
from 10 a.m.-noon; and at Woodhull Elementary 
School, Surf Road, Corneille Estates, on Thursday, 
Sept. 12, from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Continued from page 13

Interview: FINS Superintendent 
Alexcy Romero
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HOW COME AUGUST FLIES BY? May 
creeps along, with rain every other day and June 
slowly warms up. July is hot and best at the 
beach. Though we have had multiple distracting 
entertainments, a Flea Market, a sand castle 
contest, a Bloody Mary contest, a Fourth of July 
celebration that was tops, a huge and exciting 
Festival by the Bay, Yoga and Pilates, Sunday 
night movies … now its August, Comedy Night 
is over, and August is flying by. It’s two weeks 
until Labor Day.

After so much excitement, it felt good to have 
a few weeks with nothing to do but go to the 
beach and entertain visiting friends and relatives. 
Not so much news, for a community columnist. 
I found myself going to the Saltaire Fair on Aug. 
3, looking for Kismetians. It was a scorching day, 
and although I heard Kismetians were there, they 
must have come and gone by 11:15 a.m. I did run 
into Christine Helbig and Ken Zaback and RoseAnn 
Harris and her family. The multi-talented Ken 
plays sax with the New 
Hipsters band that was 
providing music on the 
Saltaire Market deck. 
RoseAnn was with her 
brother, Sam, and “other” 
daughter, Eloise O’Bryan, 
and her husband, John. 
It was so hot that I lost 
my mind and bought a 
“dress.” It was short and 
thin, suited for the hot 
weather that ended before 
I could wear it.

Ending our spell of 
relative quietude was 
the Fabulous Comedy 
night on Aug. 9. It was 
a great production with 
Ana from Saltaire and 
Mallory Wood intro-
ducing Sam, who was 
a bit late (professional 
problem), performers Joe 
Starr, Chris Roach and 
neighbor and Saltaire 
firefighter, Willy Zabar. 
The audience was roaring 
at the jokes by the 
performers and by Sam. 
Many thanks to the KFD 
Auxiliary and especially 
Kerry Cannava Turner, 
Myrna Ussach, Wendy 
Schou, Dana DeRuvo 
Hanner, and Patty Lyon 

at the door, Jeff Schou and Joe McKeehan at the 
bar, and two lovely volunteers selling raffles for the 
Scratch Off tree. Advertisements credited it as a Joe 
McKeehan production and he was cited as the origi-
nator of the night, now in its third or fourth year. 

I saw on Facebook that 
I missed a great exhibit of 
Cuban Art at Jake’s in July. 
I hear he will be having a 
wine tasting today, three 
hours after my deadline, 
so more on that in the next 
and last issue on Aug. 30. 

It was great to see 
Peggy Ulma back and 
living at their condo at the 
Bulkhead. She is already 
saving donations for the 
2020 Flea Market. Riding 
the courtesy car (another 
story), I overheard Jack 
Baker say, “She is walking 
all over town, checking 
out all the changes as 
well as those things and 
people that have stayed 
the same.” Many will 
remember Peggy and her 
husband, Walter, dancing 
to the Thursday night band 
(Village Stompers) at the 
Inn. Now, Thursday night 
is often for Tim Mooney 
and his band: Reviews say 
they are great. Another 
multi-talented Kismetian. 

Speaking of Jack Baker, 
I met the great-grandchil-
dren of the other, late Jack 
and Marge Baker at the 
Festival. McCormack, 3, 

and Christian, 1, were visiting grand-
parents, Mary-Catherine and Ross, who 
were over on their boat. 

Yes, we have kittens (at least as of 
Aug. 11.) Three feral – now very tame – 
kittens were rescued in Fair Harbor and 
ended up at my house. One was adopted 
a week ago. At about 8 weeks, the other 
two are going for their first checkup 
and shots this week. They are definitely 
ready for adoption and may be sepa-
rated. Call 631-583-9215.

Upcoming events include a special 
Kismet League for Animal Welfare 
(KLAW) sale Labor Day Saturday, 
with professionally designed jewelry, 

assorted fashionable cover-ups, and other items 
including several gift certificates to nice restaurants, 
and other goodies. The sale will take place from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., probably, with Sam’s permission, his 
driveway location where we are usually found. 

The Kismet Historical Society Fundraiser is 
scheduled for Oct. 6. More information will be avail-
able in the next issue. Mark your calendars. 

Meanwhile, make sure you take your pets home 
with you (they so easily slip away in the midst of 
packing), and homeowners, if you are planning 
to put down rat poison, make sure it is packaged 
according to EPA standards so that pets and other 
wildlife are safe.

K I S M E T
by Bradlee White 

Kismet Kapers

1. Kerry, Dana, Myrna, Patty and Wendy – greeters at 
the door.

2. Sam Wood, master of ceremonies.

3. Kittens Mini and Maxie are available for adoption.

4. Cheryl, Casey and Jeannie.

1

3

2
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TRUSTEES AND CITIZENS CONVENED for the 
Saltaire Board of Trustees meeting on Saturday, 
Aug. 3. Matters up for discussion ranged from re-
curring topics like the new Northwell Health clin-
ic and excess bike parking, to new matters such as 
changing septic systems.

The meeting commenced with an update on 
Lighthouse Promenade construction. With 38 per-
cent completed last year and another 62 percent to 
go, the board spoke of possibly speeding up con-
struction by switching it from weekends to week-
days in the upcoming fall season. 

This proposition led to the question of how much 
disruption the switch would cause those who live in 
Saltaire year-round, or frequent it during the fall. A 
decision has yet to be made about this switch, and a 
discussion is to follow. 

It was also reiterated that FEMA is paying for 
the new wood walk, as they agreed that concrete 
would be damaging. Additionally, as far as the con-
struction of the water main goes, FEMA is only 
paying for the restoration, and the village is paying 
for the upgrade.

Updates on the construction of 14 Bay Prom-
enade followed with an emphasis on the topic of 
implementing a water sprinkler system into the 
building. The Saltaire Fire Department conveyed 
its wishes for the building to have this system in 

place, as they expressed concern about its place-
ment, which makes it more difficult to reach than 
other buildings. Additionally, they brought up the 
risk a fire in the structure poses to the Saltaire Yacht 
Club just next door. 

While a sprinkler system is not required by 
code, the board of trustees agreed with the fire de-
partment for the purpose of protecting the building 
from damage, especially in the off-season. 

“Code is more concerned about human life safe-
ty, with alarms and detectors,” said Trustee Nat Op-
penheimer. “We’re making an investment in our 
neighboring buildings that code doesn’t necessar-
ily care about.”

The board passed the decision to include a sprin-
kler system into the building’s design, stating it 
would cost about double to implement the system 
after the structure was rebuilt. 

In response to a complaint made at the last trust-
ee meeting, the board discussed the matter of in-
consistent baggage fees with Fire Island Ferries.

Trustees reiterated that Fire Island Ferries is en-
titled to charge a minimum of $6 for excessive bag-
gage at their employees’ discretion – in the past, 
this fee was $5. Wagons specifically cost $6. Pa-
trons are permitted to carry two pieces of luggage 
and one handheld bag, none to exceed 25 pounds, 
without charge.

Placing restrictions on and expanding the 
amount of bike parking was a matter discussed at 
the prior trustee meeting, and revisited at this meet-
ing. A temporary solution has been enacted, as re-
inforcement signs stating “No bikes 2 a.m.-7 a.m. 
within 75 feet of boat parking” were placed in ar-
eas of concern.

As far as long-term solutions, the board has de-
cided to look to a previous Planning Commission 
report in which recommendations and ideas of ar-
eas for extra bike parking were discussed. Village 
Clerk Mario Posillico stated that those involved 
with the matter plan to use said Planning Commis-
sion report to come up with a proposal and present 
it back to the board.

In response to both overwhelming support for 
his work as well as his 45 years of service, the 
board has planned a farewell party celebrating  
Dr. Robert Furey, also known as Dr. Bob. The event 
will be held on Sunday, Aug. 18, at 11 a.m., at the 
yacht club.

The celebration will be for adults 21 and old-
er, as the bar will be open although not part of the 
event itself. This, the board says, is to eliminate the 
possibility of minors taking advantage of the event. 
In the same regard, the board plans to implement 
a small cover charge to ensure those attending the 
event are there with genuine intentions to celebrate 
Dr. Furey, and not only for a free plate of food. 

Although a specific itinerary for the event has 
not been set yet, Mayor John Zaccaro ensured citi-
zens that there would be time allotted for toasts and 
expressions of gratitude.

The board then discussed plans to come up with 
an evaluation system for the Northwell Health clin-

ic set to open in Saltaire next season. The Saltaire 
Medical Committee, along with a few informed res-
idents, is going to put together a matrix of how to 
evaluate the service. The method has not been de-
cided yet, but it is anticipated to be ready for next 
year once the Northwell clinic is in place.

The Saltaire Medical Committee also has been 
tasked with assessing the need to implement man-
datory vaccinations for the Saltaire Day Camp. Cur-
rently, there is no requirement by law for camps to 
make sure all campers have their immunizations – it 
is a matter of local jurisdiction. However, the state 
is on the cusp of implementing new regulations that 
would mandate this change for camps statewide. In 
the meantime, the board plans on looking into as-
serting local authority on the matter. 

In other matters of health, the Department of 
Health is pushing for the replacement of old-style 
septic systems – particularly on Fire Island – with 
newer technology known as Innovative/Alternative 
septic systems. These are designed to significant-
ly reduce nitrates in the groundwater and the bay. 
To encourage the switch and mitigate costs, the De-
partment of Health is establishing grant programs 
with costs ranging between $20,000 and $40,000; 
grants range from $20,000 to $30,000.

Proposed Pennant Walk construction was dis-
cussed briefly as well. It was agreed upon by both 
the board and the fire department that building an-
other point of access to homes on Pennant Walk 
would greatly benefit both the fire department and 
residents, specifically in fire and medical emergen-
cies. Homeowners affected by this will be notified.

Department updates commenced with Trustee 
Oppenheimer, who encouraged citizens to consider 
volunteering for the fire department, and urged par-
ents to think about enrolling children in the junior 
firefighter program.

Deputy Mayor Hillary Richard began her update 
in informing citizens of a lawsuit filed against the 
village by the Ressler family. The lawsuit seeks an 
injunction to prevent the Village of Saltaire from is-
suing building permits for any property adjacent to 
the Ressler’s. They do not seek a financial reward, 
but rather a restraining order.

Additionally, Deputy Mayor Richard updated 
attendees on the current state of the Saltaire Mar-
ket, saying it was doing fine, but encouraging cit-
izens to do their shopping there. Bad weather in 
June and part of July made the market slightly less 
busy than it has been in prior seasons. 

Trustee Hugh O’Brien closed out trustee up-
dates with matters of public safety and quality of 
life – he reiterated that bike riders should be using 
flashlights at night, bells while turning, and avoid-
ing double and triple riding on single rider bikes. 
He then touched on the cart system, which assists 
those who need help getting to and from the ferry. 
There is an expectation to expand the program with 
increased carts and alternating shifts, but Trustee 
O’Brien urged attendees to be considerate about 
how they use the system and to make sure to leave 
room for those who need it. 

Saltaire Meeting 8/3/19
By Danielle Lipiec

 www.fireisland-news.com
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OKAY, WE’RE HOLDING A GET-TOGETHER 
in honor of Dr. Bob Furey this Sunday, Aug. 18, be-
ginning at 11:30 a.m. at the Saltaire Yacht Club. It’s 
a way for us to express our gratitude to and affection 
for Bob for his years of service to the community. 
There’ll be presentations, speeches – brief speeches 
– and time for anyone so inclined to get up and relate 
a Bob tale or two. You’ll have fun, reminisce and 
swap stories, but the important thing is that Bob’s 
many friends and admirers come down to celebrate 
and applaud him. There’ll be a little food and (non-al-
coholic) beverages but this isn’t a cocktail party. It’s 
an event not for us but for Bob, and an opportunity 
to remind him of everything he means to us. More 
about Bob in a moment, but first, as the hotel maid 
said when she rapped on your door, housekeeping.

This weekend marks the running of the (43rd?) 
Jogathon. Registration is Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 
noon at the gazebo, the races themselves Sunday 
starting at 9 a.m.; full information is on the SCA’s 
website and emails. Don’t worry – if you compete 
you should be finished by the time the Dr. Bob fes-
tivities get underway; so runners, summon those 
last reserves of strength and strag-
gle over to the Club, where if worst 
comes to worst at least there’ll be 
medical attention available. 

On Saturday, Aug. 24, from 10 
a.m. to noon, brand-spanking-new 
(that again?) FINS Superintendent 
Alex Romero continues his series 
of town hall meetings, this time in 
Saltaire, though here he’ll have to 
settle for a “Village” Hall meet-
ing. Alex has been hopscotching 
across the island, introducing him-
self to his constituents and solicit-
ing views on their favorite issues, 
such as driving, deer, driving, deer 
ticks, driving, and deer manage-
ment, so come to the library and 

get to know the man who holds a considerable 
portion of our fate in his hands. Meanwhile, 
more camp, library and nature activities are on 
tap, and further afield, a veritable plethora of ac-
tivities on and around Labor Day, a scant fort-
night’s distant. Keep apprised via very varied 
village venues.

 Now, back to Dr. Furey. When Bob first 
arrived in 1976, he was but one of four physi-
cians who rotated through the Village Doctor’s 
Office throughout the summer. Gradually that 
was pared down to two, but as others came and 
went (and our other favorite, Tony Smith, set-
tled here), Bob soldiered on, summer after sum-
mer. Because of his dedication to the people he 
served – and because Bob had truly become a 
part of Saltaire, not merely someone occupy-
ing an office a few weeks every year – when 
in the course of events his own work permit-

ted him to stay all summer, the village (small “v”) 
as well as the Village (capital “V”) were more than 
relieved to have him do 
so. Dealing with one 
person whom we could 
trust to tend to our 
ailments and injuries 
was a plus, and Bob 
knew each resident’s 
particular quirks well 
enough to know how to 
give each patient that 
personal touch that is 
so much a part of his 
care. But Bob’s con-
cern for his patients – 
his friends – extended 
well beyond Saltaire, to 
that place variously la-
beled “the real world,” 
“the States,” or “America.” If someone needed more 
extensive care, a specialist, surgery, whatever it 
might be, Bob would help them find the best person. 

If you chanced to be a pa-
tient at Bob’s old stomping 
grounds, the late, honest-
ly lamented St. Vincent’s 
Hospital, Bob kept abreast 
of your situation, checked 
in with you, made sure you 
got the best care and helped 
smooth out any problems … 
all over and above the call 
of duty.

It was that dedication to 
duty, to his profession, to 
those in his care, that gov-
erned every hour of every 
day Bob spent in Saltaire, 
year after year, generation 
after generation. In the ear-

ly years after we’d bought an ambulance but had no 
EMTs, it was Bob who would tend the patient, ride 
to the hospital and make sure everything was taken 
care of. (Contrary to suburban legend, the old joke 
that if you died en route to Good Sam the last thing 
you’d see hovering over you was then-SVFC Fire 
Chief Lenny McGahey was not true; in fact Dr. Bob 
would have been the last person you’d see, which if 
nothing else should have made one’s transition to the 
afterlife a tad less traumatic.) Whenever and howev-
er needed, Bob is and always has been there for us.

Of course, there’s also leisure Bob, ever-ready 
to leap into the social side of Saltaire without an 
overabundance of prodding. He’s an expert sail-
or, a sought-after dinner guest, a raconteur of note 
and a gourmet of moderate accomplishment, which 
is probably why he accepts so many dinner invita-
tions. His fond remembrances of being stationed at 
the U.S. Air Force base in Thule, Greenland – yes, 
Bob’s a veteran too – for one year, one day, 16 hours 
and 34 minutes (the time varies with the telling) are 

recounted amid a suit-
ably icy aura. Equally 
reassuring are his 
stories of med school 
pranks and errant ER 
errata, which really 
instill a great deal of 
confidence in the re-
spect some physicians 
harbor for the sanctity 
of the human body. In 
so many ways, good 
and occasionally du-
bious, Bob is a pearl 
both of great price 
and frequent wisdom.

Bob may not be 
back in 2020 as the 

Village Doctor, but neither is he about to vanish into 
salt air; one way or another he stands to be around, 
so this isn’t a good-bye by any means; au revoir, 
maybe. Fair Harbor may have Le Dock, but we have 
The Doc, and no matter whither the vagaries of the 
health care system lead us, we’ll always have some-
thing more important: the Doc, our Doc, our friend, 
our buddy, our sage and, on occasion, our salvation: 
Dr. Robert Joseph Furey. See you Sunday!

S A LTA I R E
SALTAIRE SUMMERY by Hugh O’Brien 
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1. Dr. Bob Furey poses beside his shingle in an undated 
but no doubt extremely recent photo.  
(Photographer unknown.) 

2. The winning entry in the under-12 culinary contest 
teeters uncertainly at the SCA bay picnic.  
(Photo by Catherine O’Brien.) 

3. Players get their kicks at the start of the Perlberger 
Cup Soccer Tournament (results next issue).  
(Photo by Fiona Simpson.)

2



Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   1 8

OUR COMMUNITY CAME TOGETHER in an 
exciting new way from Aug. 6-8, as we celebrat-
ed together at the first Ocean Beach Seafood and 
Music Fest. The event, organized by the Chamber 
of Commerce and sponsored by 
Fire Island News, drew local res-
idents and visitors alike to Bay 
Walk for street vendors and per-
formers, carnival games, chil-
dren’s activities, and seafood 
specials and musical entertain-
ment on the street and in many 
establishments.

One word I heard often 
throughout the planning process 
for this event and from many of 
the participants on the street was 
“collaboration.” Although our 
local business owners are a cor-
dial group and have always worked fairly closely 
with each other, property lines and any other differ-
ences were blurred even further during these three 
days. Providing a welcoming, upbeat, family-friend-
ly environment for attendees was truly a collabora-
tive effort, with each business owner and volunteer 
playing a role.

Another community member fulfilling her civic 
duty is Theresa Macri of Corneille Estates. It’s now 
been a year since Macri and friends Sarah Abrams, 
Patty Burzo, and Rhonda Malhotra got together and 
unveiled the Little Free Library in front of 19 Surf 
Road, just over the western border of the Village of 
Ocean Beach on the Corneille side, north of the ball 
field. Although the library only covers two square 
feet and is mounted on a post, it is often bustling 
with activity.

“It has been very well received and we see lots of 
turnover,” said Macri. “We are talking about adding 
another ‘room’ dedicated to children’s 
books.” The library is part of a nation-
wide movement begun in Wiscon-
sin in 2009, and was granted a charter 
last year by the national non-profit. 
Patrons of the library are encouraged 
to give a book when they take a book 
in order to replenish inventory.

“Sarah Abrams suggested the idea 
and we thought it was wonderful,” 
added Macri. “Personally, I spend a 
lot of time in Seattle, which has a ton 
of them. I was so happy to be able to 
offer this on Fire Island as well.” The 
Little Free Library’s organizers may 
be reached by email at lfl@corneilleestates.com, and 
all are welcome to participate.

Many thanks to Edith Charlton for suggesting the 
library as a topic for the column and for her generous 
support of the Ocean Beach community. 

Beautiful lilac-hued vitex shrubs have been 
blooming all over town for the past several weeks, 
attracting a host of Monarch butterflies. The butter-
flies took center stage at a special exhibit displayed 

from Aug. 5-9, at the Ocean Beach 
Historical Society and hosted by 
Seaview’s own butterfly lady, Mar-
garet Hofbeck. When the exhibit, 
titled “Birth of the Butterflies,” 
opened on Monday, numerous 
small enclosures contained plants 
covered in butterfly chrysalises, 
which Hofbeck had prepared in the 
weeks prior. By Wednesday morn-
ing, newly formed butterflies had 
begun to emerge and hang from 
the plants. After being placed for 
a time on a nectar-rich flower-
ing plant outside the Community 

House, the first butterfly was released into the wild 
on Wednesday afternoon by a group of children that 
had assembled.

With so many specimens on display, those vis-
iting at any point from Wednesday through Friday 
could see butterflies in all stages of development 
from chrysalis to being released. Information on 
North American Monarch butterfly migration was 
presented, and Hofbeck spoke about the significance 
of the oyamel forests in the Michoacán region of 
Mexico. Each year around Nov. 1, mil-
lions of Monarchs return to the fir trees 
in the region, and the people there have 
long believed the butterflies to be the 
spirits of departed loved ones.

The Ocean Beach Community Fund 
wishes to thank donors for supporting 
this event, and invites all to attend an 
exhibit on local homes from the first two 

decades of the 20th 
century, which will be 
running through the 
end of August. Infor-
mation for a self-guid-
ed walking tour of the 
oldest homes and other structures 
will be provided, with then-and-
now photos of homes displayed 
on the walls of the Historical Soci-
ety’s exhibition space.

The deadline for the installa-
tion of new water meters for all 
structures in the Village of Ocean 
Beach is March 1, 2020. The new 

meters employ automatic meter reading technology, 
a more efficient method for monitoring meter lev-
els. Meters are available free of charge at the vil-
lage office, and property owners must hire a licensed 
plumber to install the units on new water mains 

located toward the front of most structures. Addi-
tional information is available on the village website 
at www.villageofoceanbeach.org.

See my standalone article on page 48, for cover-
age of the Ocean Beach Community Fund’s annual 
gala, held on Aug. 3.

Windswept was abuzz the following Saturday 
as well, as the Ocean Beach Youth Group held their 
annual “Friendraiser” event. Disc Jockey Ira Zahler 
handled the turntable, appetizers were supplied by 
The Landing, and more than $2,000 in donated raffle 
items were distributed.

Members of the Ocean Beach Association are 
invited to a sunset happy hour, also at Windswept, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., on Saturday, Aug. 24. Bring 
your own beverages; light drinks and snacks will 
be served.

Coming on the heels of the Seafood and Music 
Fest, the annual Arts and Crafts Fair, hosted around 
the village green by the Ocean Beach Community 

Fund, was very well attended on 
Aug. 10 and 11. Artisan Diane 
Montes noted that she had sold 
out of nearly all her work by Sat-
urday evening and had nothing to 
display by Sunday.

The cliffs of August — the sand 
ledges often created by surf along 
the ocean beach late in the sum-
mer season — turned to almost 
nothing at all the first weekend of 
August, with beachgoers sharing a 
relatively small strip of sand close 
to the dunes. The jetties have been 
exposed more dramatically over 

the last couple of months than in the last few years.
The heat of August will soon be turning to the 

cool, breezy, postseason. Until then, let’s all continue 
to work together in harmony. Life is better that way.

Collaboration

O C E A N  B E A C H  A R E A
by Joey Macellaro 

1.  Artist Richie Dziuba creates one of many pieces on 
the sidewalk during the Seafood and Music Fest. 

2.  Margaret Hofbeck prepares to release a  
Monarch butterfly.

3.  Butterfly cages at the recent Historical  
Society exhibit.

4.  The Little Free Library on Surf Road. (Photo courtesy 
of Theresa Macri)
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I JUST LOVE THE COLOR OF AUGUST. It’s pre-
dominantly purple and orange – the purple of the 
vitex and the orange trumpet vines that echo the 
Monarch butterflies, which are back on Fire Island. 
It’s been wonderful to see them out in all their orange 
glory. So when I learned that the Seaview “Butterfly 
Lady,” aka Margaret Hofbeck, had an exhibit, “Birth 
of the Beautiful Butterflies” at the Ocean Beach His-
torical Society, I made sure to stop by and learn more 
about how we can help and protect these magnifi-
cent creatures. It doesn’t take much effort to pro-
vide a nesting place for the butterflies and the reward 
of cultivating butterfly 
friendly plants is signif-
icant. And when you do 
decide to plant a butter-
fly garden don’t be sur-
prised how captivating it 
can be to track the but-
terfly’s lifecycle.

The appearance of 
the butterflies is just one 
signal that the summer 
of 2019 is rapidly com-
ing to an end. The days 
are getting shorter and 
we all seem to be pack-
ing in as much as we can 
before Labor Day sig-
nals the start of the “off 
season.” There’s a steady stream of events, parties 
and fundraisers to attend. The sunsets come sooner 
and are sometimes more intense. So in this spirit, it 
seems like everyone in Ocean Bay Park has visitors 
or is expecting visitors in the next few weeks. 

Angelo Sakonas’ extended family gathered at his 
home on Ocean Bay Boulevard for the annual vis-
it from California of his stepson, Cory Hewitt, and 
his wife, Sarah, with their children, Dylan and Lucia, 
aka LuLu. They were joined by Cory’s sister and her 
family, OBP regulars, Kelly, husband, Frank Borges, 

and their children, Nicho-
las and Sophia. Everyone 
had a great time celebrat-
ing Sophia’s recent high 
school graduation. Sophia 
will start classes at LIU in 
a few weeks. Later on that 
week their Hoffman cous-
ins, Cody, who happens to 
be a dead ringer for singer 
Nick Jonas, and his broth-
er, Max, joined the group; 
they stayed with Eddie 
Micallef. Then their oth-
er Hewitt cousins, Mike, 
Marietta and their chil-
dren, Marlo and Marley, 
flew in from their home on 
the Spanish island of Pal-

ma de Mallorca. Not only did we have Nick Jonas on 
the beach, we had the Duchess of Sussex, since Mar-
ietta Hewitt could pass for Meghan Markle! It wasn’t 
easy getting this bunch all together for a group pho-
to so if I inadvertently left anyone out, it will have to 
wait until next year.

Claire O’Neill made a surprise appearance at the 
Auxiliary annual theme party, “Escape to Fire Island-
ville” and stayed with Pat and Mike Supple. 

Also off to college in September is Pat and Lanny 
Vannoni’s granddaughter, Mallory Vannoni. Mallory 
is attending St. Joseph’s College in Patchogue on mul-

tiple scholarships. She 
plans to become a high 
school English teacher. 
The Suffolk County Vol-
unteer Firemen’s Associ-
ation awarded her a grant 
for the essay she wrote on 
the values of volunteer-
ism, which was present-
ed by SC’s Keith Vella 
in the firehouse. Being a 
Vannoni, Mallory grew 
up in a family that has a 
long tradition of service 
to the Ocean Bay Park 
community going back 
to the establishment of 
the Ocean Bay Park Fire 

Department and Ocean Bay Park FD Auxiliary.
The next week, Steve and I did the micro fam-

ily reunion and hosted my niece, Christine Healey 
Paul, and her husband, Mike, along with their chil-
dren, Christian and Julia, ages 6 and 4 years old. I 
was taken aback when Julia asked, “Aunt Barbara, 
what time does the beach close?” When I told her 
that it doesn’t, that it’s always there and “open,” even 
at night, I thought how fortunate we are to be able to 
walk up the road and step on our beach any time of 
day or night. 

I had a surprise visitor when Chrissy Hoyler, who 
used to live on Superior Street and for many years 
worked for Jim Betts at Maguire’s in OB, stopped 
by with her cute little Maltese dog, Scout. Chrissy 
was part of the group that worked on Fire Island in 
the summer and in Vail, Colorado, during the winter, 
which is nice work if you can get it! 

Rachelle King is back from a three-week jaunt 
through Greece, which is one of my favorite countries 
to visit. I haven’t gotten a complete debriefing from 
her yet, but the note she sent me said that she loved 
Crete and that it was her favorite Greek island. She 
said the people were among the kindest, genuine and 
friendliest she has encountered in any of her travels 
and she will definitely go back. The driving there is 
crazy though with the scariest roads she’s ever been 
on. Sounds like Ocean Bay Park – the people are the 
best and dodging the golf carts, bikes and scooters can 
be just as harrowing as driving in the Greek islands – 
trust me, I’ve been there, done that, too!

Happy Birthday to both Clem Lagerman and 
Eileen Murray. They celebrated their combined 
150th birthday with a party given by Clem’s life part-
ner and Eileen’s lifelong friend Maryanne Reuther. 
And Happy 16th Birthday, Harrison Jaffe. It seems 
like only yesterday we were at your Bar Mitzvah. 

Since there is so much to report, I will provide 
a recap of the Ocean Bay Park Community Fair in 
my next and final column for 2019. In the interim, 
THANK YOU to all those who worked, contribut-
ed and attended this community event. We could not 
have done it without your support. More to come!

O C E A N  B AY PA R K
Barbara Gaby Placilla 

1. The Sakonas, Hewitt, Hoffman family reunion.

2. Christine, Mike, Christian and Julia Paul.

3.  Mallory Vannoni with Keith Vella of the Suffolk 
County Volunteer Firefighter Association.
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I HAVE BEEN THINKING of our neighbors and 
guests who have lived, visited or worked in Cher-
ry Grove over the years. Many Broadway or Hol-
lywood celebrities passed through. When I arrived 
in the Grove it was a family community of people 
who loved this small fishing village. It was a week-
end getaway from the mainland. Some worked in the 
theatres on Broadway as dressers, electricians, car-
penters and designers. 

In the 1940s, Nancy Walker, Arlene Francis, Ber-
tha Belmore, Oliver Smith, Donald Cook, Ralph 
Bellamy and his wife, Alice, would spend time here 
– celebrities both straight and gay. Eventually our 
small theatre was floated over across the bay and 
more would follow: Alan Prescott, Burke McHugh, 
Earl Blackwell, and Martin Kraft from Broadway 
came here and would perform. 

All the local people were thrilled and participat-
ed in the shows as well. It caught on and it became 
the Saturday night event. The Arts Project of Cherry 
Grove was founded in 1948. There were still no tele-
phones, electricity, or fancy appliances but this com-
munity was sought after for the fun and social activity. 

By the 1950s, it was humming with activity. Sim-
ple themed house parties such as a hat party, high 
heels party, chintz, cowboy and other themes caught 
on. More elaborate parties would follow including 
MGM, Peter Pan, and other themes. 

During my time here I met Richard Kiley, Mil-
ton Berle, Joan McCracken, Joe Milan, Dick Dar-
cy and other performers who sat in the audience of 
our early shows.

 The Monster restaurant opened and that brought 
people from neighboring 
Fire Island communities. 
Margaret Truman and her 
husband, Clifton Daniel, 
lived in Point O’ Woods. 
They had a standing reser-
vation every Wednesday 
for dinner. Mel Brooks 
and Anne Bancroft from 
Lonelyville were always 
here, Goldie Hawkins 
and Ethel Merman would 
come from Ocean Beach, 
Tony Roberts and his par-
ents, Norma and Ken, 
also from Ocean Beach 
were regulars.

Farley Granger 
rented a house in the 
Grove, and Jerry Her-
man also lived here 
before building a house 
in the Pines. Rick 
Besoyan wrote “Lit-
tle Mary Sunshine” 
in the Grove. Larry 
Kert, Charles Baxter, 
Tennessee Williams, 
Martin Richards, Col-

leen Dewhurst, Jonathan Frid, and House Peters Jr. 
(the original “Mr. Clean”) were all guests. Herschel 
Bernardi, Martha Raye, Maxene 
Andrews, Sue Simmons, Christo-
pher Chadman, Hermione Gingold, 
Marc Breaux, Dee Dee Woods, and 
Bette Midler as well. 

In the ‘70s, we had entertain-
ers like Barbara Cook, Paul Lyn-
de, Wayland Flowers and Madame, 
Lynne Carter, Della Reese, Dionne 
Warwick, Kaye Ballard, Carman 
McRae and Sarah Vaughn.

 Entertainment has continued 
through the years with Julie Wil-
son, Lea DeLaria, Marcia Lew-
is, Marilyn Sokol, RuPaul, Sandra 
Bernhard, Carol Channing, Lady 
Gaga, Lorna Luft, Liza Minnelli, 
Alan Cumming, Christine Ebersole, 
John Wallowich, Judy Gold, Marga-
ret Cho, Linda Carter, Chita Rive-
ra, Sam Harris, Faith Prince, Karen 
Mason, Ann Hampton Callaway, 
Liz Callaway and Debbie Reynolds. 

We still have celebrities living 
here or visiting. Tommy Tune, Neil 
Sedaka, Billy Bean, Wanda Sykes, 
Terrance McNally, Elvis Duran and 
Isabella Rossellini all have been here 
– and this past weekend I met my old 
friend songwriter and recording art-
ist Ari Gold, whose album “Remix 

to Freedom” is avail-
able online. 

And in the 
designer world 
friends who lived in 
other communities would visit me at 
“Roseland” including Liz Claiborne, 
Perry Ellis, Cathy Hardwick, Geof-
frey Beene, Michael Volbrecht and 
Michael Kors, who still visits occa-
sionally. I hope you enjoyed this the-
atrical history lesson.

The Copettes and Grovettes 
played their annual volleyball game 
on Aug. 7, with yet another win for 
the Grove. Porsche opened the game 
singing the “The Star-Spangled 

Banner” and then joined the four cheerleaders  
Davida, Stephanie, Ann Drogonie and Christie, 
who provided a little more fun. The Suffolk County  
Police Department’s Emerald Society Pipe Band 
also marched through town in full regalia, with their 
bagpipes and kilts. After the game everyone cele-
brated at the Ice Palace, and enjoyed a barbecue and 
a pool show courtesy of Porsche and the girls. This 
is always a great afternoon.

Pick up a copy of July/August House Beautiful. 
Interior Designer and Cherry Grove resident Doug 
Jones is featured with his business partner John 
Kureck. Doug’s husband is the famous photographer 
simply known as Koitz. 

On Aug. 10, the Cherry Grove 
Arts Project presented profes-
sional comedienne Suzanne 
Westenhoefer. She had the audi-
ence roaring and is a true delight. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

• On Thursday, Aug. 22, at 8 
p.m., Cherry Grove Arts Project 
will offer their Cabaret Night at 
the Community House, featuring 
entertainer Marieann Meringolo. 

• On Saturday, Aug. 31, from 
7-10 p.m., the Arts Project will 
present “Legends Vlll,” created 
and directed by Matt Baney, with 
a Cherry Grove all-star cast.

• The Garden Club will host 
their Annual Bake sale, on Sun-
day, Sept. l, at 11 a.m., at The 
Community House. Baked good 
donations will be graciously 
accepted.

• The Toga Tea party, hosted 
by Roland Michely and Joe Ana-
nia, at Lewis Walk, is on Sunday, 
Sept. 1, from 4-7 p.m. There is a 
donation fee at the door with Pro-
ceeds to benefit APCG.

• Joe Anania performs in his 
own APCG production, with a 
play he wrote, “Split Decision.” 
Barbara Grecki is the produc-
tion director, and it shows for 
one night, Saturday, Sept. 7, at 8 
p.m., at the Community House.

• Mark your calendars: Miss Fire Island will once 
again be held at the Ice Palace on Saturday, Sept. 7.

C H E R RY G R O V E
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine

1. The Grovettes reign victorious once again!

2. Suffolk County Police Department’s Emerald  
Society Pipe Band makes a Fire Island Invasion all 
their own.

3.  Funny lady Suzanne Westenhoefer.

4. Recording artist Ari Gold.
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ON MAY 31, 1959, fire destroyed the Botel, which 
was owned by Peggy Fears, an ex showgirl. John 
Whyte, a former billboard model, bought the proper-
ty and rebuilt it. The new Botel became a worldwide 
destination for the gay and curious. Early on people 
from Broadway, Hollywood, and the fashion world 
bought houses here including Tommy Tune, David 
Baker, Joe Kipness, Lawrence Kasha, Peter Rogers, 
Stuart Ostrow, Sam Champion, Andrew Kirtzman, 
Calvin Klein, Paul Rudnick and others. 

 Frequent guests included Carol Channing, Bet-
ty Grable, Liliane Montevecchi, Dorothy Louden, 
David Geffen, Claudette Colbert, Carson Kressley, 
James Baldwin, Tammy Grimes, Truman Capote, 
Patricia Neal, Sue Willis, Leonard Frey, Alan Carr, 
Remark Ramsey, Tony Randall, Steve Ross, and 
many more.

Fundraisers in the ‘80s featured stars like Joan 
Rivers, Peter Alan, Melissa Manchester and Julie 
Wilson. More recently Billy Porter, Alan Cumming, 
Cher, Whoopi Goldberg and Joel Gray, among oth-
ers, followed. 

 While strolling along the 
walk, you could often glimpse 
celebrities enjoying a drink or 
lunch near the Pines Harbor. 
Among them were Noel Cow-
ard, Elizabeth Taylor, Rock 
Hudson, Tennessee Williams, 
Sal Mineo, Frank Sinatra, Ava 
Gardner, Montgomery Clift, 
Barbra Streisand, Madonna, 
Warren Beatty, Diahann Car-
roll, Katie Couric, Julia Rob-
erts, Valerie Harper, Melba 
Moore, Gloria Gaynor, Egon 
von Fürstenberg, Larry Kram-
er, Paul Jabar and Angelo 
Donghia.

Fashion shows around 
the pool featured Giorgio St. 
Angelo, Bill Blass, Whittall 
and Shon, Michael Katz, Ray-
mond Dragon, Michael Vol-
brecht, Halston, Diane von 
Fürstenberg and others. The 
polo shirt by Ralph Lauren and 

La Coste in so many colors was the uniform around 
the Pines back then. 

Political figures have made appearances too: 
Howard Dean, Chuck Schumer, Steve Levy, Rick 
Lazio, Ginny Fields, Tammy Baldwin, and of 
course this summer Chasten Buttigieg (Pete’s hus-
band) and Kirsten Gillibrand, as they campaign in 
the presidential race.

Gillibrand was in fact here just two weeks ago. 
She has visited over 10 times, perhaps more than 
any other U.S. Senator. A luncheon was held in her 
honor at the home of Joseph Conforti and Doug 
Jakubowski. She held an informal town hall meet-
ing, and spoke eloquently as she answered ques-
tions from the audience.

I attended the Pines Conservation Society Go 
Native Tour, on Saturday, Aug. l0. A ferry took us 
from the Pines to Sailors Haven. At least 75 people 
attended. We split up into four groups. Ranger David 
Raymond conducted the tour for the group that I was 
in. We walked on the nature trail through the Sunk-
en Forest and learned about the ecology of the trees 

and the wild plants that grow 
on Fire Island. Many in the 
group were brave enough to 
go into the bay and partake 
in seining. The nets caught 
lots of blue crabs, silverside 
fish, grass shrimp, and more. 
Thanks to Pines Conservation 
Society President Scott Ahl-
born and Vice President John 
Krawchuk who organized the 
day. We look forward to next 
year’s tour.

Upcoming Events:
• A Pines Pool Party with Task Force will be host-

ed by Todd Anderson and Tim Douglass, at Fire Island 
Boulevard, on Saturday, Aug. 17, from 2-5 p.m. 

• Hal Rubenstein and David Nickle invite you to 
a fundraiser for GMHC, on Saturday, Aug. 17, from 
5-7 p.m., at Shell Walk.

• “Tony’s Shorts,” directed and produced by Tony 
Impavido, a benefit for FIPAP, will be held at Whyte 
Hall, on Saturday, Aug. 17. Champagne and popcorn 
at 6:30 p.m., film at 7 p.m. 

• The Human Rights Campaign will have their 
annual pool party at Beachcomber, on Saturday, 
Aug. 24, from 2-5 p.m. HRC Co-Chairs John C. 
Morrison lV and Chris Carola will be in attendance 
and the guest speaker will be Marty Rouse, senior 
advisor of HRC.

• A pool party for Immigration Equality will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 24, hosted by Jon Tilli at Bay 
Walk. A VIP brunch will be from noon to 2 p.m., 
with a Stoli pool party following through 6 p.m. 
Discounted early bird tickets on sale at imeq.org/
liberation.

• Splash will have their annual pool party in sup-
port of Callen-Lorde, hosted by Gil Neary and friends 
at Bay Walk, on Saturday, Aug. 24, from 3-6 p.m.

• Shabbat in the Pines will be held Friday,  
Aug. 30, at 8 p.m.. RSVP for location and tickets at 
917-692-2041.

• FIPAP presents “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee,” at Whyte Hall, on Saturday, 
Aug. 31, at 6 p.m., and Sunday, Sept. 1, at 6 and 9 
p.m. Tickets at fipap.org and at the table in the harbor.

• Pines Conservation Society will hold their 
third annual benefit at Whyte Hall, honoring Billy  
Carrol, on Sunday, Sept. 1, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., with 
brunch and silent auction. Tickets again available at 
table in harbor.

F I R E  I S L A N D  P I N E S
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine

1. Joseph Conforti and Doug Jakubowski with Presiden-
tial hopeful Senator Kirsten Gillibrand.

2. Seining at Sailors Haven with the Pines Conservation 
Society.

3. Scott Bromley and me at the FIPAP 17th Biennial Art 
Show. See coverage of this event on page 37 of this 
paper. (Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)
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Two boaters off the coast of Kismet making way to their destination.

“THE ANCHOR IS HOLDING!” I say as the boat 
rocks to a floating stop. The blaring sun is making 
the water’s ripple twinkle all around us. We have just 
completed the voyage from our boat slip, and created 
our personal “parking space” in the Great South Bay. 

Boating is unique to each boater. Some may use 
their vessel to fish, others to have a floating couch, 
and even some as a shuttle to commute in. The pur-
poses are endless and particular to each voyager. Al-
though, what is consistent, is the community that 
floats on water. 

The Great South Bay is a Fire Island “town” in 
itself. Instead of biking to their destination, boat-
ers skim and hop over waves along the surface of 
the bay. There may be no lifeguards, but we do wear 
lifejackets. In place of markets, coolers are jammed 
packed full of delicious food and drinks. But best of 
all, a swim is wherever you want it to be. 

As a nautical neighborhood, it’s always fun to ex-
plore new parts of the bay with your friends and fam-
ilies. If you’re looking to throw a hook and tie up 
with other boaters head to Sore Thumb or Democrat 
Point. Being close to the Fire Island Inlet, the bay at 
these destinations is as clear as can be and has some 
of the cleanest water to jump into. Want to go clam-
ming? Check out “The Flats,” an area to the west of 
the Robert Moses bridge, and dig your feet in. This is 
also a great space to tube, water ski, and wakeboard. 
Wherever your boat may take you, the bay will al-
ways have an exciting adventure in store. 

The boating community here on the Great South 
Bay is something I’ve grown up being a part of. It’s 
an experience that has given me an appreciation of 
how unique of a place we live in. Our neighborhood 
that floats on the bay shares the same waterfront 
property and beautiful views, although each boat-
er’s adventure is different, and each boat leaves its 
own wake.

A Nautical Neighborhood Known as  
the Great South Bay

 GREAT SPACES >> by Lauren ten Hoopen

A boating community tied up to hang out for the rest of the day at Sore Thumb.

A boater cruises through West Channel. Friends and families anchored at Sore Thumb enjoying the sunny weather.

Mason Costantini, 6, takes over the helm with the 
help of the captain.

BAY TIPS: 
Being a boater myself, I’ve learned a few 
“rules of the road” when taking on the Great 
South Bay. Wherever you may be on the 
bay, here are five helpful tips that may be 
useful to you: 
1.  Sandbars are everywhere and closer than 

you think. Stay in the channel.
2.  Crab traps are mazes. Don’t try to maneu-

ver their path.
3.  “Crazy Charlie” has the same traffic on 

the weekend as cars during rush hour.
4.  If it’s a southwest wind, which is most 

common, get ready for choppy seas and 
wet clothes.

5.  Wave hello to passing boaters and watch 
out for each other, it can be rough out there.
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THE ROSE DIGANGI Foundation 
held its 13th annual Run for Rose in 
Ocean Bay Park, as always, on Sunday, 
Aug. 11. With fair weather, walkers and 
runners alike met at the finish line to 
take on the course for a good cause. 

The 5K Run for Rose began in 
honor of Rose DiGangi, who passed 
away from brain cancer in 2007. Her 
family created the not-for-profit Rose 
Digangi Foundation to assist those 
affected by brain cancer in minimiz-
ing financial burdens. Their mission is 

“to provide patients and their families 
with the flexibility to focus on crucial 
medical care as well as their overall 
wellness.” The foundation provides 
funding for household expenses and 
ancillary medical costs, and addition-
ally partners with other organizations 
to help fund brain tumor research. 

“Her illness was secondary to 
everything else,” said Anthony DiGan-
gi, son of Rose and president of the 
Rose DiGangi Foundation, in a past 
interview. “She raised us to always 

put others first, and organiz-
ing the run each year is just 
one way for us to continue  
her legacy.” 

The money the founda-
tion raises is in part from 
runner registration and 
donations in affiliation with 
Run for Rose. Several Long 
Island based sponsors aided 
in putting the event togeth-
er, and dedicated volunteers 
rallied to make sure things 
ran smoothly. Registration 

ended 15 minutes before the race 
began to ensure all those who wanted 
to participate had the chance. 

Some runners took it upon them-
selves to join the race in honor of loved 
ones of their own. The O’Sullivan 
family, who rallied together around 30 
friends and family members, sported 
matching green shirts with the slogan 
“Do It for Dinger” in remembrance of 
Dennis “Dinger” O’Sullivan, who died 
at the age of 55 from brain cancer two 
years ago. 

“We all get together to remember 
him, we get a house out here for the week-
end and come down for the race,” said 
Bryan O’Sullivan, one of Dennis’  
seven siblings. 

On the competitive end, 
29-year-old Luke McCambley 
and 32-year-old Meredith Ken-
nedy were the top runners for 
their gender class. McCambley 
took first place with a clock time 
of 17 minutes and 25.3 seconds, 
and Kennedy in fifth overall with 
a clock time of 19 minutes and 
21.5 seconds. 

McCambley, who hails from 
Far Rockaway, was spending the 
weekend staying with friends 
in Point O’Woods, and running 
through their team. A runner since 
graduating college at the School 
of Visual Arts, McCambley continues 
running on his own, and crafting run-
ner-centered comics for his Instagram 
page, @theorangerunner. 

Despite his first place triumph, 
McCambley commended his team 
member Jay Sullivan, who came  
in second.

“He’s training for Chicago and is 
in the middle of a 100-mile week, he 
ran 25 miles yesterday, so the fact that 
he came in second place is a lot more 
impressive considering I took a rest 
day yesterday,” McCambley said. 

Kennedy, who comes from New 
York City and runs with the Central 
Park Track Club, expressed gratitude 
for her first top female placement in 
her third time participating in the Run 
for Rose.

“It’s a beautiful day, and it’s so 
great having the support of every-
one. There’s people along every sin-
gle street cheering you on, and I like 
that it’s a fun race, but still competi-
tive,” she said. “I came in first place 
with another race before, but I’ve nev-
er broken a tape, so that was fun.”

In her running career spanning over 
10 years, Kennedy usually finds herself 

doing marathons and half marathons. 
“It’s fun to shake it up with some 

5Ks every once in a while, especially 
this one,” she said.

The Run for Rose concluded its 
13th annual race with T-shirts, raffles, 
and refreshments for runners, friends 
and community members. 

“The community has been amaz-
ing and without them this event is not 
possible,” said DiGangi. “Everyone 
looks forward to and helps us put on 
the event. It truly has become a week-
end that everyone looks forward to.”

Going the Extra Mile 
with Run for Rose
By Danielle Lipiec / Photos by Lauren Chenault

www.fireisland-news.com

First place Luke McCambley clocked 17:25:3.

First place female Meredith Kennedy came in fifth place overall.

The “Do It for Dinger” crew all wore green.
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Contest Rules:

1.  Follow us on Instagram at @fireislandnews.
2.  Use BOTH of the hashtags #fireislandnews 

and #goodbyeFI.
3.  Post and tag us in your photo by the listed 

deadline.
4.  Make sure your account is set to public so 

we can see your photos!

Next Week’s Theme — 
Sunsets 
(in honor of summer season winding down)

Tag us in your favorite sunset photos.  

Deadline for week six:  
August 26, 2019

Fire Is land’s Longest Running News Source Since 1957

2019 INSTAGRAM CONTEST 
Each week readers will be given an opportunity to showcase 
their favorite parts of Fire Island by following each issue’s 
theme and tagging us on Instagram.

@tfuchs27 @robert.sherman.photography

@kmsgulasy_ @wolfgang.berg @tanya.newyork

WEEK 5 WINNERS — Water Shots

FRESH
IDEAS
NOTHING
CANNED

www.fatcatgraphics.com
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS 
Shore Lane, Bay Shore - $749,000

Dream By The Bay! Beautiful Expanded Cape 
on the Water in the Heart of Bay Shore. 7 
Boat Slips, 2 Floating Docks, Approx 100ft of 
Bulkhead. First Floor Mstr Bedroom Ensuite. 
Kitchen w/Granite, SS Appl., Living Rm w/
Fireplace & Den w/ Waterviews! 3 Addl. 
Bedrooms on 2nd Fl.  Must See!

Contact Margaret (Meg) T. Smith, Lic. Broker/
Owner, & Christine Geraghty, Lic. Associate 
Broker, Meg Smith and Associates Real Estate 
631-647-7013

Concourse East, Brightwaters - $1,149,000
 
Classic Center Hall Colonial On The Grand 
Concourse. Enjoy Amazing South Shore  
Sunsets from your Front Porch! 5 Fireplaces,  
6 Bedrooms, Master Bedroom Ensuite  
w/Fireplace & Sitting Room. Meticulously 
Landscaped Half Acre, Brick Patio &  
Outside Fireplace.
 
Contact Michael McLaughlin, Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson & Garret Golden, Licensed 
Real Estate Salesperson, Meg Smith and 
Associates Real Estate 631-647-7013

Captains Walk, Bay Shore - $799,000
 
Stunning Townhouse in Gated Community  
w/Endless Waterfront Views from Every Room. 
Living Room w/Cathedral Ceiling & Dual 
Sided Thin Stone Fireplace. Formal Dining Rm 
Converted to Tranquil Sitting Area or Guest Rm 
w/Crown Mouldings. Updated Kitchen  
w/Granite Countertops, Carrera Backsplash, 
& Stainless Steel Appliances. Master Bedroom 
Ensuite w/Panoramic Bridge Views. 2 Addl. 
Bedrooms and Full Bath. Clubhouse & Pool!
 
Contact Christine Geraghty, Lic. Associate 
Broker, Meg Smith and Associates Real Estate 
631-647-7013/631-681-8820
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S

FREE  DELIVERY  TO  
FIRE  ISLAND  FERRIES

Phone Today... 
Have it Tomorrow! 

For All Your Building Needs 
Everything from Deck to Roof!

33 Wall Street, East Islip

(631) 581-1869  |  www.EILumber.com

Cedar & Mahogany 
Our Specialty

Advertise your home  
improvement businessl  
CALL: 631-583-5345
EMAIL: SALES@FIREISLAND-NEWS.COM
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FOR SOMEONE WHO FREQUENTS the beach as 
often as possible I knew remarkably little about life-
guards as I headed to the annual Fire Island Life-
guard Tournament. The extent of my knowledge 
didn’t really go well beyond “Baywatch” and the 
swimmers I knew and admired in high school. 

Now as I stood in the crowd of spectators watch-
ing the four person yoke rescue event, I knew I had 
been really missing out on witnessing top-notch ath-
letes. Each team sent a “victim” out into the ocean 
and on the sound of the whistle they sprang into 
action to go and save them. They ran into pounding 
waves and a tough current to pull their victim to safe-
ty while the crowd and teammates cheered them on. 
The event required both brute strength and bravery 
and as I watched the teams fight against the waves 
to pull their victims to safety, I was thankful that I 
was on the beach and not having to fight through the 
choppy waters.

The yoke rescue event was part of the larger 
annual Fire Island Lifeguard Tournament held this 
summer in Saltaire (host locations alternate every 
summer), with lifeguards from Ocean Beach, Town 
of Islip and Saltaire competing. The tournament was 
held on Thursday Aug. 8, and began under the beat-
ing sun around 6 p.m. and ended over two hours lat-
er after the sun had set and the air had turned cold. 

Besides just the teams, spectators from all over 
came to watch the exciting events. Many were from 
Saltaire, who came down to the beach to watch, while 
some came from other beaches or across the bay to 
support family and friends who were competing. 

Other events at the tournament included paddle 
relays, free swims and running relays. For each event 
the women’s teams competed first, followed by the 
men’s teams. 

Another exciting event was an elimination race 
that began on the lifeguard chair and ended when 
participants touched a buoy about a dive and three 
strokes into the ocean. Eighteen total lifeguards 
competed in this event, who began standing until 
they were told “take a seat you’re on duty,” and 
waited for the whistle to blow to run into the waves. 
As the competition whittled down the stakes got 
higher and the crowd got excited to see who could 
outlast the competition. 

In a historic move this annual lifeguard tourna-
ment ended with no winner declared. According to 
Former Head Lifeguard Craig Amarando, one prin-
cipal organizer of the tournament, the scores of all 
teams were so evenly matched that it was deemed a 
three-way tie. Kind of a remarkable statement about 
the men and women who keep a watchful eye on us 
along the shoreline – they literally are unbeatable!

All Were Winners at Lifeguard Tournament 
By Mariana Dominguez / Photos by Robert Sherman

TEAM ONE!

The lifeguard chair sprint. That adrenaline rush.

Boys to Men. Longboard rescue drill.Female relay racing.
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Steps Away - Miles Apart!
Casual  -  Elegant Bayfront Dining  -  Docking and Dancing. 

Largest Menu on Fire Island 
Largest Wine List on Fire Island. 

Weeknight Specials 
Monday - Sampler Night! All Entees Half Price 

Tuesday - BBQ and Craft Beer Night

Wednesday - Entire wine list 50% off NO exceptions. !  

Thursday - The Long Island Clambake-now with Crab Legs !  And Lobster. 

Live entertainment nightly. - visit the calendar of events at islandmermaid.com

@ i s l a n d m e r m a i d . c o m

(Reservations Suggested)

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM FOR DAILY SPECIALS!
@HURRICANESOBP

POOL SIDE DINING LIVE MUSIC PRIVATE EVENTS
FIRE ISLAND HOTEL AND RESORT   

25 CAYUGA WALK, OCEAN BAY PARK, NEW YORK
631-583-8000       

   fireislandhotel.com/amenities/dining

Tuesday Night Beer & Burger Special!!! 
$15 from 5pm-9pm (dine in only) 

Wednesday Night All You Can Eat Ribs  
Special- $25 from 5pm-9pm
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 DINING REVIEW >> By Emma Boskovski and Danielle Lipiec 

Ocean Beach Music and Seafood Festival
THE OCEAN BEACH CHAMBER of Commerce 
kicked off its very first Music and Seafood Festi-
val on Tuesday, Aug. 6, with games, sales and of 
course, an abundance of seafood and live music. 
Co-sponsored by the Fire Island News, the three-
day festival gave friends, families and visitors for 
the day an opportunity to enjoy all the commercial 
district of Ocean Beach has to offer. 

Banners, flyers and signs decorated Ocean 
Beach to announce the first Chamber event since 
its formation this past spring. Seafood dinner spe-
cials began at $19.99 at participating restaurants, 
with live music to accompany. Musical acts of all 
kinds played from noon until 10 p.m. throughout 
the festival. 

“We wanted to do something for the commu-
nity,” said Chris Mercogliano, chamber co-presi-
dent. “We wanted to tie 
in the residential dis-
trict and the commer-
cial district by uniting 
great music and great 
food. How else would 
you do that? We also 
wanted to make the 
event about family, and 
we’ve done that with 
three tents in the center 
of town, and on the east 
and west sides. Face painting, aerialists, jugglers 
... we wanted to include something for everyone.”

Right along Bayview Walk, Rachel’s tied into 
the event by selling fish and chicken tacos and 
lobster rolls. For dinner, Rachel’s Restaurant and 
Bakery offered a Desenzano dish with roasted 
vegetables and a halibut with celeriac cauliflow-
er and couscous, among other dishes. 

“We wanted to be part of the community and 
I think everybody should be involved when the 
whole village is,” said Joe Doering, son and own-
er of Rachel’s. “It’s fun and different!”

Over at CJ’s Restaurant and Bar, Johnny Irish, 
Bobby Digital, Johnny Kroo, and J. Haus enter-
tained both the festival and dinner special crowds 
with live music.

“I think this event will be great for the com-
munity because it will bring everybody together,” 
said Mercogliano. “We have people here in town 
who haven’t been here in years, we want them to 

come into town and be 
a part of our commu-
nity. I think this will 
be an everlasting event 
– hopefully everyone 
will want an encore.”

Castaway offered 
their Clam Jam Hap-
py Hour special from 
4-7 p.m., with clams on 
the half shell for $1.25, 
$1.50 oysters on the 
half shell, $1.50 clams 
casino, $2 oysters Rockefeller, and $2 fried buf-
falo oysters. 

The Sandbar buzzed with live music each day 
of the festival with performances by Jimmy and 

the Parrots, John Saboca, and 
Tonight’s Entertainment. The 
Island Mermaid welcomed 
the crowds with a jug of pink 
lemonade, as they offered up 
two lobster rolls and a cup of 
lemonade for $19.99. 

Throughout the three 
days of the fest, The Landing 
had $19.99 Parmesan-crust-
ed cod, shrimp scampi on 
pasta, and a Fire Island sushi 

roll written in for its dinner specials. 
Bocce Beach had $5 specials on the street of 

the festival: crawfish dip, bang boom shrimp, lob-
ster and shrimp bruschetta. 

Maguire’s Bayfront Restaurant was the only 
establishment to offer vegan options that we 
came across during the festival – a ceviche with 
pineapple, mango, tomato, cilantro, and onions. 
They also offered a shrimp cocktail with Colum-
bian style Russian sauce with mayo, ketchup  
and honey. 

Matthew’s offered $5 clams on the half shell, 
peel-n-eat shrimp, a calamari bowl and a tuna 
sushi bowl. Matthew’s also hosted a ring toss out-
side of their restaurant and a sand art station for 
kids to enjoy. 

“We want to get the family, fun, and communi-
ty together,” said chamber Co-president Jennifer 
Morano. “I live here year-round and my family’s 
business has been here for 47 years. We feel that 
the town needs to work together, because it takes 
a village.”

Despite its title, there was more available to 
revel in at the festival than just food and music.

Each day offered varying forms of enter-
tainment for children, ranging between carnival 
games, face painting and caricatures, a dunk tank, 
kids karaoke, and performances by a magician 
and mermaid acrobat. 

“With all of the fun activities for kids, I think 
that will get people coming out,” said Morano. 
“There’s really nothing for kids to do here except 
for the camp, so we wanted to add some fun for 
them in the community.”

Various raffles put 
together by donations 
from Ocean Beach 
Chamber of Commerce 
members allowed fes-
tival-goers a chance to 
win an assortment of 
prizes. Restaurant and 
market gift cards, pizza 
and pastry vouchers, and 
prizes from Kline’s and 
K-Mac Electric were 
some of those in the mix.

Even those without seafood or music to offer 
made sure to participate in the event. Ice Castle 
Sweet Shoppe proudly displayed a tent full of 
toys and candy, while Salty Stitch held a sidewalk 
sale consisting of multiple discount racks, ranging 
from 30 to 60 percent off original retail prices.. 

To reach the level of success they hoped for, 
the Ocean Beach Chamber of Commerce enlisted 
Sean and Lindsey Klentzin, owners of Fire Island 
Apparel, to handle publicity and advertising.

“Sean helped with all of the publicity and 
social media advertising, such as Facebook and 
Instagram ad placement. I helped with the back-
end work,” said Lindsey. 

The Klentzins, whose involvement in the 
Ocean Beach commercial district spans over their 
four clothing stores – Bambootique, Fire Island 
Outfitters, Salty Stitch and FiveEightThree –felt 
it was necessary to have a hand in putting togeth-
er such an essential community event.

“It was great to have an event centered around 
the community and families. All of the activi-
ties at the seafood festival were family-friendly, 
which was important to all of the business owners 
participating,” said Lindsey. 

“For the first year of the Ocean Beach Seafood 
Festival, it was very successful. It was great to hear 
the positive feedback from members of the com-
munity about how much they enjoyed the event – 
Mostly from families who were very excited that 
there were weekday activities for their kids.”
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“Rolls & Tails” at The Island Mermaid. Photo by  
Lauren Chenault

Pizza samplers at Dockside. Photo by Robert Sherman

Italian fare at Beacheria. Photo by Lauren Chenault

A Candy Crush at Ice Castle Sweet Shoppe.  
Photo by Lauren Chenault
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Open 7 Days a week
Please call or visit our website for more details 

631.583.8800
www.maguiresbayfrontrestaurant.com

 ©Marc Millman 2013

LOBSTERPALOOZA  
THURSDAYS

$29.75 pp  
(+tax & gratuity)

STARTS JUNE 20th
Three course meal including cup of 

soup, dinner salad & a choice of 1.25 lb 
lobster or prime rib, served with corn

on the cob, baked potato & freshly 
baked bread.

$2 off ALL wines
$2 off ALL beer

$7.50 ALL Frozens 
Including  

ROCKET FUELS!!

fi_news_ad_may 2019.indd   11 7/1/19   2:00 AMUntitled-4   1 6/16/19   11:35 PM
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 CALENDAR >> by Lorna Luniewski | info@fireisland-news.com

AUGUST 16 
31st Annual FI Basketball 
Tournament
Beginning today at 4 p.m., and running 
at various times for three consecutive 
weekends, ending on Sept. 1, this is a 
competitive community tournament with 
80 players, ages 15-60, with two referees 
per game. On Friday evenings, and when it 
is raining, the games are played in Wood-
hull Elementary School Gym, Surf Road, 
Corneille Estates; Saturday and Sunday 
games are played on the court behind the 
school. For details, visit www.fireisland-
basketball.com.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
Coastal Connections  
Artist- in-Residence  
Exhibit
This group exhibit features works by  
six artists that recently participated in  
the Seashore’s Artist-in-Residence  
program at Watch Hill. See original 
paintings, mixed media, and literary 
works – all inspired by seascapes and 
landscapes of the barrier island, on 
display today and every Saturday and 
Sunday, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., through 
Sept. 1, at Patchogue Watch Hill Ferry 
Terminal, 150 West Ave. For details,  
call 631-687-4750 weekdays and  
631-281-3010 weekends.

Seashore Snapper Derby
You’ve got to have a line in to win! Ages 
7-14 (with a caregiver) can fish for snap-
pers (a.k.a. baby bluefish), from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., at Smith Point County Park Fishing 

Pier, William Floyd Parkway. Look for 
the fishing pier on the east side of the fee 
parking lot. Prizes for the biggest fish. 
Bring your fishing pole or use one of 
ours. For information, call 631-597-6183.

Wine and Cheese  
Reception
Ocean Beach Community Fund sponsors 
a reception for the exhibit,  “Historic 
Homes of Ocean Beach,” from 7-10 p.m., 
at Ocean Beach Historical Society. View 
the historic first homes of OB, on display 
through Labor Day. For details, email 
obhistorical@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18
Junior Rangers:  
Keep Wildlife Wild
Kids ages 7-14 and their caregivers can 
learn about fox, deer, raccoon and other 
wild critters that live on Fire Island and 
maybe even in your own backyard. 
Explore their amazing adaptations for 
survival, and how you can help “keep 
wildlife wild,” at 2 p.m., at Sailors Haven. 
Access by private boat, or by public ferry 
from Sayville/Sailors Haven Ferry, River 
Road. For details, call 631-687-4750 
weekdays and 631-281-3010 weekends.

Summer Concert Series
Islip Arts Council, with support from  
the Natural Heritage Trust and NYS 
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation, presents Squid, today at  
2 p.m., at Bayard Cutting Arboretum, 
440 Montauk Hwy., Great River. On 
Aug. 25, Ahmad Al performs. An $8 

parking fee applies or Empire Pass.  
For details, visit www.isliparts.org.

My Reptile Guys
Part of Long Island State Parks  
Summer Entertainment, My Reptile 
Guys bring the thrill of a safari to you,  
at Heckscher State Park, East Islip, at  
2 p.m. This show will be fun, entertain-
ing and highly interactive. Bring your 
chair or blanket and camera and get 
ready for an amazing show! Vehicle  
use fee: $10 or Empire Pass. For infor-
mation, call 631-581-2100.

MONDAY, AUGUST 19
Food, Film and Fun
Town of Islip hosts a night of food trucks, 
crafts, games, a film and family fun, at 
Eastview Fields, Central Islip, beginning 
at 6 p.m. Movie, “Bedtime Stories,” 
begins at dark. On Aug. 26, “School of 
Rock” is shown at Brookwood Hall, East 
Islip. For details, call 631-224-5430; or 
visit www.islipny.gov.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20
Summertime in the Park
This free Brown Bag Lunchtime  
Concert Series is held at Dr. Kings 
Park Gazebo, Main Street, Bay Shore, 
at 12:30 p.m., presented by Islip Arts 
Council with support from Bay Shore 
Chamber of Commerce and BID. Today 
Mary Lamont performs; on Aug. 27, 
Cassandra House takes the stage. For 
information, call 631-224-5420 or visit 
www.bayshorecommerce.com.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23
Concert
Islip Town presents The John Jason 
Trio with the songs of the 1960s, 1970s, 
country and more, at Casamento Park, 
West Islip. Beginning at 6 p.m., music, 
games and food trucks; featured concert 
at 7 p.m. For details, call 631-224-5430.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
NPS Town Hall Meeting
Meet the new Fire Island National Park 
Service’s (FINS) Superintendent Alex 
Romero, and participate in a Town Hall 
discussion, at Saltaire Village Hall, from 
10 a.m.-noon. Hear what the FINS staff 
is working on and talk about the benefits 
and challenges of living on Fire Island. 
For details, call 631-687-4750 or email 
FIIS_information@nps.gov.

Seafood Festival
Long Island Maritime Museum,  
88 West Avenue, West Sayville, holds 
its annual festival, today and Aug. 25, 
from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. both days, featuring 
fresh seafood, a craft show, live music, 
children’s activities and much more.  
Admission (cash only): $10; $8 in  
advance; children under 12 free.  
For details, visit limmseafoodfestival.org 
or call 631-HISTORY.

Art of the Decoy
Join former village historian and expert 
decoy carver Jaime Reason on the front 
porch of Old Mastic House as he demon-
strates duck and shorebird carving, and 
shares the rich history of decoy carving 
on Long Island. Held from 11 a.m.-3:30 
p.m., at William Floyd Estate, Mastic. For 
details, call 631-399-2030.

Movies in the Moonlight

The Seaview Community Fund invites 
you to a screening of “Hair,” at the Bay 
Beach, at 8 p.m. Bring chairs, popcorn, 
beverages and bug spray.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29
Birthday Event
In honor of Islip Town’s 335th birthday, 
the Town holds a Family Fun Day,  
from 3-8 p.m., at Roberto Clemente 
Park, Brentwood. For details, visit  
www.islipny.gov.

AUGUST 31
“The 25th Annual  
Putnam County  
Spelling Bee” 
Fire Island Pines Arts Project (FIPAP) 
presents this musical, today at 6 p.m.,  
and Sept. 1, at 6 and 9 p.m., at Whyte 
Hall, Fire Island Pines. Tickets: $75  
available at fipap.org.

UPCOMING
Vendors Wanted
The 56th annual Davis Park Arts and 
Crafts show will be held on Sept. 1, 
from noon-4 p.m., at Church of the  
Most Precious Blood, Davis Park,  
rain or shine. For vendor information, 
call 631-872-4209. 

There is no fee to post your public 
event in the Fire Island News  
community calendar. Email us at 
info@fireisland-news.com with listing 
date, time, contact information and 
optional graphic for your Fire Island 
or South Shore event. Due to limited 
space, all event listings are subject to 
modification at the sole discretion of 
Fire Island News.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
Sandpiper Race for Kids
The annual race is held at 2 p.m., for ages 4-14, on the beach at Cottage Walk. 
Everyone gets a medal; first-, second- and third-place winners get a trophy; all 
first-place winners get a Kenny Goodman necklace. Registration is $15 (cash 
only) and open to 130 applicants. Register at the Village Office (631-583-5940).

Photo by Jay Blakesberg, 2016. 
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 NYC THEATRE >> by Leonard Feigenblatt

THE MUSICAL “MOULIN ROUGE!” is based 
on the 2001 film, directed by Baz Luhrmann that 
starred Nicole Kidman and Ewan McGregor. The 
musical takes place in 1899, at the Moulin Rouge 
in Paris. Satine is a prostitute, who is with the abu-
sive and controlling Duke of Monroth. The bohe-
mian composer Christian falls in love with her.

The book by John Logan is insipid and dull. 
The music is comprised of contemporary hit pop 
songs, which feel stitched into the story. The audi-
ence laughs each time a song begins because the 
songs don’t fit in and are very poorly put together. 

The grand technical elements of the production 
however, are spectacular and are the one thing that 
makes this musical special. The set design by Der-
ek McLane is a visual splendor of red color, with 
a red windmill on one side and a giant elephant on 
the other, hanging over the mezzanine side box-
es. Though this is just the first new musical of the 
season, which still has a long way to go, this looks 
like a shoo-in to be remembered at award season. 
The costume design by Catherine Zuber, the light-
ing design by Justin Townsend, and sound design 
by Peter Hylenski, are also exceptional and add to 
the visual and aural splendor of “Moulin Rouge!” 

Still the performers are all over the place. Tony 
Award winner Karen Olivo gives a very commit-
ted performance as Satine, but her vocals are very 
screechy, as if she were competing on “American 

Idol.” Aaron Tveit looks the part of Christian, 
and sings the part well, but gives a totally wood-
en performance. Tam Mutu is a stock cartoonish 
villain as the Duke. If his mustache were longer, 
he could twirl it. Sahr Ngaujah is miscast as Tou-
louse-Lautrec and his voice is gravelly. As San-
tiago, the gigolo, Ricky Rojas is a Chilean born, 
Australian raised, currently living in the UK actor, 
who is here “pursuant to an exchange program 
between American Equity and UK Equity.” Con-
sidering his performance, which is ordinary, why 
he had to be imported from the UK is anybody’s 
guess. There are plenty of unemployed, talented, 
local Latino actors who could do this part and do 
it better. Danny Burstein gives a wonderful perfor-
mance as the impresario, Harold Zidler. As won-
derful as he is, he usually commands the stage and 
steals every musical he is in, but he doesn’t here. 
Instead it is Robyn Hurder, as the performer Nini, 
who steals the show with her amazing performance 
and dance moves. Hurder really shows off Sonya 
Tayeh’s choreography. While there are some bright 
spots, “Moulin Rouge!” is a big disappointment.

Al Hirschfeld Theatre
302 West 45th St. (between 8th and 9th avenues, 
just off of 8th Avenue)
New York, NY 10036
www.moulinrougemusical.com

“Moulin Rouge!” 

FRESH
IDEAS
NOTHING
CANNED

www.fatcatgraphics.com
Fat Cat Graphics



T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   3 7

Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

Leslie Howitt and her Cosmic Eye.

The one and only Scott Bromley. Dr. Edward Kai Chiu with his “Poolside Toys” series. The devilishly handsome Henrique Souza.

Martin Michael Fitzgerald III.

FOXGLOVE, HOLLYHOCKS, and evening prim-
rose: Biennials are defined as flowers that take two 
years to germinate before blooming anew once 
again. While all artist exhibitions that take place in 
other corners of the barrier island every summer are 
special, the Fire Island Pines Arts Project Biennial 
Artist Exhibition is that rare bloom that one waits 
for. Held this year on Saturday, Aug. 3, the best of 
the best Fire Island has to offer exhibits in this show, 
however one should not be intimidated by this fact – 
all are welcome to view. 

Dennis McConkey is an artist I first met at a Cher-
ry Grove Arts Project group exhibition back in 2007. 
Twelve years later he hardly aged a day. He was still 
producing his smart small format seascapes. The 
grid of seascapes together was really quite remark-
able. No two were ever the same color. Each one had 
a commanding presence in its own right. His clari-
ty of technique was why he left a lasting impression, 
but 12 years later it was a greater ease and confi-
dence to this theme that has kept him going strong.

Michael Fitzgerald is a friend, and the Artists 
Tour of Cherry Grove is the setting I have seen his 
work in most often. This was the first time he had 
exhibited in the Pines Biennial, and seeing his work 
in this formal setting was a very different experience 
than viewing it from the comfort of his home studio. 
Looking dapper in a bright green sports jacket that 
he self customized, his work is theatrical and expres-
sionistic. Yet he curated his modest gallery space 
with a precision that made it new to me once again. 
Who knew that his actual name is Martin Michael 

Fitzgerald III, and that he is represented by the Lon-
don based Saatchi Gallery? Live and learn.

Leslie Howitt was someone I had not had the plea-
sure of meeting before, and her cosmic circus ban-
ners drew me in. This is not her first time with the 
Pines Biennial however. The very personable Howitt 
has a diverse education that includes Ontario Collage 
of Art and my alma mater, SVA. Her small gouache-
on-board works are gem-like, yet commanding. Why 
hadn’t I noticed her before? Unlike McConkey or 
Fitzgerald, she explained she was exploring a new 
series that was very different visually from what she 
had produced in the past, and many artists will have 
such shifts as their visions grow and emerge.

Dr. Edward Kai Chiu and I had met in 2017, when 
he was showing at the Biennial for the first time. From 
that meeting I became an instant fan. He too is not 
content to stay with one motif. Two years ago his work 
focused in diptychs of color fields adorned with Mylar 
butterflies. His website explains that he was inspired 
watching the butterflies alight in his flower garden 
during the summers on Fire Island Pines. But on this 
day there were no butterflies in sight, instead a series 
he calls “Poolside Toys.” At first glance they seemed 
comical, but like his prior series there was more to 
them. Each small acrylic painting of an inflatable pool 
toy was brightly colored, seemingly festive until the 
viewer realizes that each rendition floats in the artifi-
cial swimming pool environment isolated and alone. 
They were at once sad and beautiful.

The devilishly handsome, Brazilian born Hen-
rique Souza created fantastical, and somewhat 

horrifying, anthropomorphic beats with both paint 
and photo assemblage techniques that reminded 
me of the creatures one might see in a Guillermo 
del Toro film. It will be interesting to see where his 
vision takes him next.

The biggest surprise of the day was finally meet-
ing someone who has been with FIPAP a while – Scott 
Bromley. This is the man who designed the commu-
nity center we were all standing in now known as 
Whyte Hall, the legendary Studio 54, and many oth-
er iconic places. Like most architects, the draftsman-
ship of his pen and ink drawings in the prior Biennial 
were clean and precise, and this year much the same. 
So when a mutual friend introduced us I expected 
to meet a very serious man – not the broad smiling, 
energetic force wearing a black T-shirt adorned with 
a piece of white duct tape across his chest in which 
“Bromley” was scrawled upside-down with black 
marker pen. The prices Bromley was selling his orig-
inal art works for were more than reasonable, and his 
artist sale proceeds were being donated to the Pines 
Care Medical Center.

With 35 artists exhibiting at the Biennial, sadly 
there is not enough space on this page to do them 
all justice. The FIPAP Board, comprised of 17 ded-
icated Pines residents who made the organization 
of the exhibition possible, include Nicholas Politis 
who was most gracious in assisting us in preparing 
this news article. Visit https://fipap.org to learn more 
about the quality visual and performing arts pro-
grams they bring to Fire Island, as well as member-
ship, sponsor and underwriting opportunities.

FIPAP 17th Biennial Art Show 2019
By Shoshanna McCollum
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THE FIRST SENTENCE in the introduc-
tion of a report by the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity, February 2017, “Pollinators 
in Peril: A systematic status review of 
North American and Hawaiian native 
bees,” by Kelsey Kopec and Lori Ann 
Burd, reads, “Bees are in trouble.” While 
of course most of us know this fact already, 
it remains both sad and scary to read. 

The logo “Save the Bees” has been 
plastered all over the place for years now, 
and with good reason. A genuine sense of 
concern for their demise is ever present. 
But besides buying T-shirts and bracelets 
(of course for a good cause they help!) 
with cute yellow and black cartoon car-
icatures drawn on them I had to think, 
“What more can we do to help?” And, 
“Just how bad is the problem in our area 
of the world?”

According to the New York Bee Sanc-
tuary, “Honey bees, wild bees, and other 
pollinators face a nexus of severe threats: 
Habitat loss and degradation, toxic insecticides, 
pests and pathogens, climate change, and the mono-
culture crop system have all been identified as fac-
tors in their decline.” 

Standing on the frontlines dedicated to helping 
precious Anthophila (bees), is Guillaume Gauthereau,  
founder and executive director of New York Bee 
Sanctuary. When I asked Gauthereau what we can do 
to help, his quick reply will stop many people (espe-
cially landscapers) in their tracks, “Stop cutting your 
lawns,” he urges. “Everytime you cut a lawn, these 
working insects basically see them as dead.” 

Gauthereau suggests the alternative of letting 
things grow wild. “Wild prairies are what bees and 
other pollinating insects need to do their job.” 

While some folks may find the above action dras-
tic, and never consent to getting rid of their lush 
green grass that has become a staple in their lives, 
there are of course other ways to help bees flourish. 
Setting up gardens with native Long Island flowers 
on at least parts of individual properties can sure-
ly help. These can in fact become part of the BEE-
safe certified sanctuary program with the New York 
Bee Sanctuary. Simply head to their site to find out if 
your garden or space matches their criteria and reg-
ister. All are welcome to apply.

Another proponent of bees is Adrienne Esposito,  
executive director of Citizens Campaign Orga-
nization, who shares that, “Suffolk County is the 
second largest agricultural county in New York 

State, and relies on healthy ecosystems 
to sustain the viability and success of  
this industry.”

She continues, “The role of the bee is 
so incredibly intricate and valuable; yet so 
hidden.” 

Esposito made it clear that besides 
crippling our food sources on Long Island, 
more things on Long Island that help keep 
us afloat financially would diminish with-
out bees. Things such as our “massive 
horticultural industry and places such as 
wineries would suffer as well.” she said.

Esposito explained 
that we have to admit 
the dangers of pesti-
cides when even glob-
al industries such as 
“Scott’s has agreed to 
phase out the use of 
neonicotinoids, which 
are the classification of 
pesticides that are asso-

ciated with the die-off of several bee species includ-
ing honey bees.”

 Do we have a long way to go in the battle against 
getting rid of pesticides? Esposito says, “Yes! Pes-
ticides are designed to kill insects and weeds. They 
have numerous unintended consequences and 
the dramatic decline in bee populations is one of 
those devastating consequences. We must change 
our reliance on these toxic chemicals. Our future 
depends on it.”

One thing I noticed while reading through the 
Center of Biodiversity’s review was that it eventu-
ally shifts from devastating numbers of decline to 
education on the different bees that exist. So how 
important is educating everyone on bees and their 
crucial role in our survival? Esposito and Gauthereau  
both agree that it could be a key component in help-
ing pollinators survive and thrive.

It’s amazing how much work these heroes of bees 
are doing in order to save the lives of bees. But they 
are missing a big piece of support. When I men-
tioned the federal government’s recent decision for 
the Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultur-
al Statistics Service (NASS) to no longer collect data 
on honey bees, Esposito remarked, “The only one 
who seems to not understand this crisis is the feder-
al government.”

The report ends with, “We need to take aggres-
sive steps to better understand and protect our pre-
cious bee species before it is too late.” While some 
things seem to be in the wrong direction, there are 
many people giving it their all to save them. 

www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/native_pol-
linators/pdfs/Pollinators_in_Peril.pdf

www.citizenscampaign.org/
open-space-wildlife-habitat
www.newyorkbeesanctuary.org

Bee Warriors
By Rebecca Hoey

Guillaume Gauthereau of of New York Bee Sanctuary. 
(www.newyorkbeesanctuary.org)

Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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 ADVICE >> by Camille Mercogliano

Ask Camirose

Dear Camirose,
My son is getting married in  

January 2020. I am a widow  
and have a modest income.  
My future daughter-in-law is  
insisting on me having my hair and 
makeup done professionally for the 
day. I really cannot afford to do 
this. She also insists on taking me 
dress shopping. I have good taste 
and would prefer to pick out my 
own dress. Also, I have a few close 
friends that have offered to lend me 
dresses they have. She has expen-
sive taste, and I know that whatever 
I wear I will probably never wear 
again. So, Camirose, what should 
I do? 

— Future Mother-in-Law  
of Bridezilla

Dear Future,
Weddings seem to be becoming 

more about show and who can  
top who more than ever before.  
It is really sad. It should be a  
wonderful time of planning a day 
that was dreamed about forever. 
Instead it’s all about outdoing the 
next bride. I really don’t think you 
need to explain your financial  
status to your future daughter-in-
law. Talk to your son and tell him 
that you have a dress and you will  
take care of your hair and makeup.  
I’m sure your son knows that you 
have limitations. If they don’t  
understand, then it’s on them.  
Quite honestly, I’m sure you  
would do better at your hair  
and makeup than a stranger.  
Why take a chance the day of  
your son’s wedding? Do what  
you already planned to do,  
take a deep breath, and enjoy  
the day.

— Camirose

Dear Camirose,
I love my friends to death! But I 

have one problem with them. They 
always want me to be the driver so 
they can drink. They come up with 
good plans for us to do, like going 
to concerts and to see bands in the 
bars, then I end up being the driv-
er. They know I am not well. I wear a 
knee brace on my driving knee, and 
was homebound with a severe neck 
injury for months. But for some rea-
son they still want me to drive. I do 
not want to hurt their feelings, or lose 
them as friends. Please help me! 

 — Designated Driver 

Dear Designated,
I’m reading this wondering if 

those people truly are your friends. 
The way you explain it, it almost 
sounds like you are a means to 
an end. Hopefully it just sounds 
that way. I don’t think a true friend 
would stop being friends with you 
if you couldn’t do something they 
wanted. In any true friendship there 
should be an equal amount of give 
and take. Everyone should take 
turns. Could it be perhaps that you 
do not drink and that is why they al-
ways ask you to drive? Even if this is 
the reason why, you need to explain 
to them that due to your knee and 
neck injuries it is painful for you to 
drive, and you’d appreciate sharing 
the responsibility. Sometimes people 
do not realize there is a problem un-
less you make them aware of it. 

— Camirose

Names and locations have been 
changed to protect the privacy  
of individuals. Questions for 
Camirose? Write to her at advice@
fireisland-news.com.
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SEAVIEW RESIDENTS GATHERED Wednes-
day, Aug. 7,  to read and discuss James Thurber’s 
short story “The Catbird Seat.” The reading, led 
by Arlene Kossoff, was the last of this summer’s 
literature-themed events, part of the Wednesday 
night activity program that also includes frequent 
game nights. Kossoff chose the story by the famed 
modern humorist to end the summer on a com-
ic note following the more serious story they’d  
read previously.

“The Catbird Seat” follows Erwin Martin – neu-
rotic, weak, resentful – as he seeks revenge against 
the domineering Ulgine Barrows. This gender con-
flict, a key theme in Thurber’s work, ensures the 
story is a dark social commentary as well as come-
dic entertainment. 

As Kossoff informed us, Thurber had an unusu-
al life. At age 7, his brother accidentally blinded 
him with a bow and arrow. Despite this he went on 
to become not only a celebrated author but a noted 
cartoonist, publishing many of his short stories and 
cartoons in The New Yorker where he was a staff 
editor. Some of his most famous stories include 

“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty,” which was adapt-
ed to film twice, and “The Last Flower,” which is 
featured in the 1972 film “The War Between Men 
and Women.”

After learning about the author, the group took 
turns reading paragraphs of the story. Between 
speakers, Kossoff invited attendees to discuss their 
impressions of the story so far. They asked each 
other questions (including a fundamental question: 
who do we root for?), debated the author’s inten-
tions and shared personal insights into the text. The 
story prompted Dick, for example, to reminisce 
about the Brooklyn Dodgers and the Southern say-
ings sports commentator Red Barber introduced  
to Brooklyn. 

Attendees praised Thurber’s beautiful writing 
and great choice of words. By the end of the story, 
participants remarked that it had been surprising and 
extremely visual. “Evoking a Hitchcock film,” said 
one participant. 

Hitchcock-like as the dramatic storm that rolled 
in just as the event was winding down? Perhaps both 
James and Alfred were listening.

Thurber Reading at  
Fire Island Synagogue By Alia Derriey

Arlene Kossoff leading the group discussion of James 
Thurber’s “The Catbird Seat.”

ON AUG. 6, 2019, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo was on Long Island to sign 
Brianna’s Law, which requires all 
operators of motorized watercraft to 
complete a state-approved boating 
safety course. Presently, only those 
born after May 1, 1996, are required 
to complete a course before operating 
a motor boat.

The law is named after 11-year-old 
Brianna Lieneck, who lost her life in 
2005, due to a reckless boater who also 
critically injured three members of her 
family. As reported in this publica-
tion on June 21, 2019, by Anika Lans-
er in “Brianna’s Law Passes Assembly, 
Headed to Cuomo Next,” since the 
death of Brianna, her mother, Gina 
Lieneck, “has been fighting to imple-
ment Brianna’s Law, legislation that 
would require all boaters in the state 
of New York to complete an eight-
hour safety course before maneuver-
ing their boat on the water.”

At a press conference held at Tan-
ner Park in Copiague, Cuomo spoke of 
how boating has become much more 
popular and that our rules and laws 

have not kept pace with it. “What is 
common sense? Common sense, is to 
protect yourself and to protect others, 
there should be a basic level of knowl-
edge that you have before you’re giv-
en the permission to go out there and 
operate this vehicle. That’s common 
sense. And this law is just 
common sense.”

Cuomo then intro-
duced Gina Lieneck. She 
talked about how after 
14 years she was proud 
to stand by Cuomo as he 
signed Brianna’s Law, 
noting that this can hap-
pen when good people 
come together to keep 
their community safe. 
She thanked the bill’s 
sponsors, Town of Bab-
ylon employees, and the 
Islip Fire Department, 
which responded to the 
accident in 2005. “Thank 
you everybody for all 
your support through the 
14 years,” Lieneck said. 

“This is the best day, and all I can 
say is ‘Brianna, we did it, and I kept  
my promise.’”

The law will be phased in, with 
operators born on or after Jan. 1, 1993, 
required to take the course beginning 
in 2020; those born on or after Jan. 1, 

1988, in 2022; on or after Jan. 1, 1983, 
by 2023; on or after Jan. 1, 1978, by 
2024; and beginning in 2025, every-
one will need the course regardless of 
age. Failure to comply may result in 
fines when the law goes into effect on 
Jan. 1, 2020.

Governor Cuomo Signs Brianna’s Law, 
Making Boating Safety a Priority
By Lorna Luniewski / Photo by Sean Fitzthum
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 BOOK REVIEW >> by Rita Plush

“Raise Your Hand”
by Alice Paul Tapper
Illustrated by Marta Kissi
Children’s Fiction 4+ 
Penguin Workshop, $17.99

“MY NAME IS ALICE PAUL TAPPER, but you 
can call me Alice,” author Tapper says on the open-
ing page of “Raise Your Hand” (from now on I 
will), personalizing her engaging story from the get 
go. The illustrations even resemble her photo. 

But before I get to the book itself, I want readers 
to know how this sixth-grader received a $25,000 
advance from a major publisher, a matching gift 
from Oprah, appeared on TV to talk about it (“The 
Ellen Show” for one, with her journalist father, Jake 
Tapper), caught an endorsement from Girl Scouts 
USA (there’s now a Raise Your Hand patch), and 
authored her bestselling book.

It began when Alice noticed boys raised their 
hands and answered in class more than girls. She 
discussed it with her parents. Wrote an opinion piece 
for the New York Times about girls being embar-
rassed to give a wrong answer, and brought the 
matter up with her Girl Scout troop, suggesting a 
patch that would encourage girls to raise their hands 
in class and be more confident about using their 
voices. Then off she went to the Girl Scouts Nation’s 
Capital, which represents more than 62,000 girls in 
the Greater Washington, D.C. region. 

 Alice is proud of being a Girl Scout she tells 
readers. She likes to learn new things with her 
troop. Horseback riding, canoeing, even going 
down a zip line on a ropes course that makes her 
“really nervous,” she’s up for the challenge. But 
when she volunteered in class one day and gave a 
wrong answer, her face hot, her heart thumping in 
her chest, she “tried not to look at anyone as [she] 
sunk lower in her seat.” When it came to answering 
again, she held back. 

A thoughtful youngster, she observed how the 
boys in her class were not intimidated by being 
wrong. She noticed that some girls didn’t answer at 
all. One day, “not one girl raised her hand the whole 
day!” When she brought the matter up with her Girl 
Scout troop, she discovered they too had experi-
enced the same anxiety about raising their hands 
and giving the wrong answer. It was “too scary,” 
“people might laugh at me.” Alice and her friends 
all nodded. 

Through Alice’s efforts, the Raise Your Hand 
pledge and patch program was born. “Its message 
is that girls should have confidence, step up and 
become leaders by raising our hands.”

Marta Kissi’s round-faced, large-eyed cheerful 
characters adorn the pages, enforcing Alice’s posi-
tive message: “Raise Your Hand! Even if the answer 
is wrong you’ll be proud of [yourself] for trying.” 

Alice has donated both her book advance and 
Oprah’s gift to support the Girl Scouts’ Raise Your 
Hand programs. All proceeds from the book go to 
the Girl Scouts. 

Sheryl Sandberg, COO of Facebook and author 
of “Lean In,” Mindy Kaling and Robin Roberts 
love this book. So does Rita Plush! 

Here’s a link to the Raise Your Hand program: 
www.gscnc.org/raiseyourhand

“Stuck in Bed”
The pregnancy bed rest picture book 
for kids…and moms
by Jennifer Degl and Angela Davids
Illustrations: Jennifer Lynn Becker
Amazon, $14.99

TAKE IT FROM 
authors Jennifer Degl 
and Angela Davids, 
being “Stuck in Bed” 
with a high risk preg-
nancy “doesn’t have 
to be all bad.” And 
these two moms know 
their subject well. 

Degl endured 
six weeks of home and hospital bed rest due to a 
life-threatening case of placenta accrete (the placen-
ta grows too deeply into the uterine wall), when her 
youngest child was just 3 years old. Davids spent a 
total of 21 weeks on bedrest during her two pregnan-
cies and faced many complications. Both mothers’ 
babies survived, and despite their travails (or because 
of them) Degl and Davids want to share their expe-
rience and show prospective moms how they can 
enjoy this time in their lives despite doctor’s orders. 

Done in rhyme, the picture book explains to 
a small boy why his mother can’t get out of bed –  
“…the baby just needs [her] to rest.” – but they can 
still have fun. 

Lighthearted and informative too, spreads contain 
upbeat rhymes moms can read to their children 
and a practical “Tip!” that will help their fami-
lies cope. Facing pages illustrated by Jennifer Lynn 
Baker depict the text with an abundance of blue and 
yellows, imparting both a calm and sunny atmo-
sphere. Round faces and forms enhance the cheerful 
tone of the book. 

“‘I love you so very much,’ my mommy said. 
‘We’ll get really good at snuggling, here in my 
bed!’” The Tip: “Also tell your partner how much 
you love them and appreciate them. They may be 
overwhelmed with their additional responsibilities 
… make time to connect.” 

The authors address the child’s anxieties at not 
having his mother on call to care for him as usual. 
Who will toast his bread? he asks. “Grandma or 
Grandpa can do it instead,” she assures the boy. 
When he pleads he wants her to do it, she tells him 
they’ll sing and play games, “and put toys in the 
bed.” Mom promises “books will be read.” He can 
even “…eat snacks in [her] bed. This might be fun, 
said a voice in [his head].” 

At the back of the book are decoratively framed 
blank sections for mothers to tell their own stories. 
The authors suggest they write to their child about 
the “fun things” they’ll do together during the 
mother’s time in bed. There’s a place for a message 
she can leave her bed-rest-baby to read in the years 
ahead. The book can be a keepsake of their special 
time together, a nice personal touch to a very 
personal story. 

From the research I did and the online reviews 
I read, I found very few books that address the 
subject of mothers on bed rest. “Stuck in Bed” 
fills an important niche for those families who are 
affected, and will help young children understand a 
difficult situation. 

Two Very Different, but Important Books
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 HEALTH & WELLNESS >> by Donnie DeSanti

THERE ARE A FEW 
locations in this world 
that are considered “blue 
zones.” One off the coast 
of Greece, one on an island 
off of Japan, and a small 
section in Costa Rica, to 
name a few. These spots 
seemed to have found the 
fountain of youth and have 
an exceptional number of 
people living well past the 
century mark.

What’s their secret? 
Well, scientists have done 
extensive research on these 
locations to discover what 
the secret potion is, and to 
be honest, nothing out of the ordinary really stood 
out. Sorry for the let down. A lot of the habits they 
shared were all common things you probably have 
already heard: Their diets seem pretty clean, many 
of them growing or having access to homegrown 
food. No fancy diet or anything, just real food. 
There were no signs of gym memberships or exer-
cise plans other than everyday activities. No one 
was taking supplements, diet pills, or fancy drinks. 
Just living ... and living for a very long time.

However, one thing that researchers did find to 
be a common theme was that all the locations were 
relatively very happy. There was little to no clinical 
depression or anxiety. No signs of mental illness or 
stressful lifestyles. When one looked closely at the 
source of this happiness there did seem to be a bind-
ing thread. All the areas had tight-knit families and 
friends that spent a lot of time together. The people 
had outside activities that they enjoyed doing regu-
larly. There was a sense of community and support, 
and rarely did anyone ever feel that they were isolat-
ed or alone. More importantly, all the people felt a 
grand sense of purpose where they lived, even more 
so the older they became. The result was that the 
people felt an overall sense of joy for being alive, 
which kept them living well into their hundreds. 

Now no one is questioning your enjoyment for 
life, but if we take a good hard look we could proba-
bly all use a little more of that sense of purpose and 
belonging in our society. We often talk about what’s 
on our plate and getting the right nutrients, but some-
times we have to look at those things that feed us on a 
different level – food for our soul if you will. Things 
in our lives that bring us a sense of enjoyment and 
fulfillment that no meal on a plate ever will, no mat-
ter how lavish. A great concept perhaps, but how do 
we do better on this? Here are a few ideas on ways to 
spark some of that lifeblood magic: 
Go on an adventure with a friend: We may have 
a list of some good friends but find those who are 

ready to just pick up and do something new like go 
camping, travel, or paddleboarding. Adventure is 
always a great way to renew a sense of life and even 
better to share it with someone else. 
Eat alone less often: Random thought, but many of 
these “blue zones” shared that sense of community 
and rarely ever ate alone. Eating is not an individu-
alized activity, but something loved ones share with 
others. This helps to strengthen the bond between 
family and friends. Where do you think the phrase 
“sit down and break bread” comes from? Plan a din-
ner party, bring back family sit down meals. Noth-
ing brings people together like sharing a meal. 
Explore a new hobby: It’s easy to get stuck in 
our routine, but picking up a new hobby can bring 
about a new dimension of perspective again. 
Sure, you may not be very good at first, but learn-
ing and improving over time is part of the pro-
cess and reward. It’s never too late to learn how to 
play an instrument, pick up a new sport, or learn 
a new language. These all relate to having more  
purpose in life. 
Make time for yourself: This one is not always 
easy, but skipping out on what’s important to you 
has hidden consequences. Consider that fitting those 
things into your life that make you happy is prob-
ably more important than ordering that salad for 
lunch. Find what feeds your soul and make it part 
of your life. 
Volunteer and give back: Just like finding time 
for you is important, so is the act of giving to oth-
ers important. Donate time to a local charity that 
is meaningful to you. It could be serving food at a 
soup kitchen, tending to creatures at the local ani-
mal shelter, or perhaps you have a valuable skill that 
you can contribute pro bono to a non-profit organi-
zation. Even the gesture of reaching into your wal-
let to help someone who is a few dollars short in the 
checkout line gives back to the greater good, and 
your soul will be the richer for it.

The Joy of Life
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 ENVIRONMENT >> by Karl Grossman

OFFSHORE WIND TURBINES would rise 30 
miles south of far western Fire Island under a plan 
approved by New York Governor Andrew Cuomo on 
July 18, 2019.

What has been named the Empire Wind Project 
would mainly be off Nassau County – at its clos-
est point 14 miles south of Jones Beach – and then 
extend in a block in the ocean to the southeast. It 
will be this southeast portion that would be 30 miles 
south of the western end of Fire Island.

The Empire Wind Project would consist of 88 
wind turbines if 10-megawatt turbines are used. 
It would be constructed by a Norwegian compa-
ny called Equinor. The Empire Wind Project was 
one of two proposed offshore wind farms Cuo-
mo announced he had given his okay to. The sec-
ond would start 30 miles east of Montauk Point 
and, also if 10-megawatt turbines are used, would 
have 82 wind turbines. It is being called the Sunrise 
Wind Project.

Gordian Raacke, executive director of Renew-
able Energy Long Island – which has long urged 
the use of offshore wind – commented on Cuomo’s 
announcement: “We are witnessing a tipping point 
in energy history and today’s commitment to large-
scale investment in offshore wind power proves that 
New York walks the walk of powering our economy 
with renewable energy.”

“Offshore Wind Farms Are Spinning Up In The 
US – At Last,” headlined Wired magazine in April. 
Its article noted that “wind power is nothing new in 
this country” and 56,000 wind turbines are in oper-
ation on land. “But wind farms located offshore, 
where wind blows steady and strong, unobstructed 
by buildings or mountains, have yet to start crank-
ing.” That is now changing. A factor in that is “the 
technology needed to install them farther away from 
shore has improved … making them more palatable 
to nearby communities.”

Economics favors wind energy. Wired noted that 
the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities, 
who in April awarded Vineyard Wind a contract to 
provide electricity from offshore wind turbines “at 
8.9 cents per kilowatt-hour.” The average price of 
electricity per kilowatt-hour in the U.S. is currently 
more than 12 cents per kilowatt-hour.

The wind and the sun don’t send bills. Once wind 
turbines are erected, or solar panels installed, there’s 

no charge for fuel: energy blows in the wind and 
shines down from the sun freely.

Still, said Wired, developers of offshore wind 
need to “respond to concerns about potential harm to 
fisheries and marine life.” 

Fishing interests, and others have raised this 
issue within the Town of East Hampton, where a 
15-turbine wind farm, also east of Montauk Point, 
has been proposed. (It’s not part of the projects 
just given the state okay.) In East Hampton, too, 
the group Win With Wind has formed and main-
tains that offshore wind and fishing can be compat-
ible. Leading figures in Win With Wind are former 
East Hampton Town Supervisors Judith Hope and 
Larry Cantwell, both with exemplary environmen-
tal records.

Offshore wind power has been booming out-
side the U.S. for years. Indeed, Denmark-based 
Orsted, involved in the Sunrise Wind Project Cuomo 
approved off Montauk Point, operates 1,150 offshore 
wind turbines off Denmark, the United Kingdom, 
Germany, Taiwan and Holland. 

“We’ve built more offshore wind farms than any 
other developer in the world and we’ve only begun,” 
Orsted says on its website. “The Orsted vision is a 
world that runs entirely on green energy.”

Orsted purchased Deepwater Wind, a Rhode 
Island-based company, last year and then entered 
into a partnership on several wind projects with Ever-
source, the largest energy supplier in New England. 
Orsted and Eversource are partners in the two wind 
farms proposed off Montauk Point.

Meanwhile, Equinor says on its website: “Equinor 
is building a material position in renewable ener-
gy, in particular in offshore wind. We are involved 
in a number of significant wind projects worldwide, 
including four in the UK, one in Germany, and one 
in the U.S.,” referring to the Empire Wind Project.

The first offshore wind farm to rise in U.S. 
waters was developed by Deepwater Wind. It began 
running off Block Island in 2016. It’s now operat-
ed by Orsted.

I’ve been to the five-turbine Block Island wind 
farm. Each turbine occupies a small footprint in the 
ocean. Their 240-foot long blades revolve slow-
ly, silently, indeed gracefully. “Awesome!” said one 
passenger on the boatload of officials and environ-
mentalists. “Beautiful,” said another. 

At a beach on Block Island there are cable con-
nections, but you could not notice them. They run 
underground. Their only sign is a conventional 
manhole cover used for maintenance located in the 
parking lot of the public beach. Another concern 
expressed by some in East Hampton has involved 
the location of wind farm cables onto shore.

Cuomo not only approved the two offshore wind 
power projects on July 18, but also signed the Cli-
mate Leadership and Community Protection Act 
passed by the state legislature in June. The act’s pro-
visions include requiring New York to achieve a car-
bon-free electricity system by 2040. 

A contradiction to the state’s approach is Cuomo 
having in recent years pushed a $7.6 bailout of four 
uneconomic upstate nuclear power plants. It is add-
ing a surcharge on the electric bills of every individu-
al ratepayer, business, educational and governmental 
entity in the state. It is predicated on the false claim 
that nuclear power doesn’t emit carbon-based green-
house gases when, in fact, the “nuclear cycle” includ-
ing mining, milling and fuel enrichment is carbon 
intensive and nuclear plants themselves have emis-
sions including radioactive carbon. 

Cuomo in his remarks on July 18 also said: “The 
environment and climate change are the most criti-
cally important policy priorities we face. They liter-
ally determine the future – or the lack thereof. Even 
in today’s chaos of political pandering and hyperbo-
le there are still facts, data and evidence – and cli-
mate change is an undeniable fact. But cries for a 
new green movement are hollow political rhetoric if 
not combined with aggressive goals and a realistic 
plan on how to achieve them.”

With the agreement on the two wind farms and 
his signing of “the most aggressive climate law in 
the United States of America … today we are true 
to the New York legacy – to lead the way forward, 
to govern with vision and intelligence, to set a new 
standard, and to match our words with action.”

Sitting alongside Cuomo was former Vice Pres-
ident Al Gore who commented that “our transition 
away from the dirty and polluting ways of the past 
is absolutely essential to our survival and for reasons 
well known to all of us here, it’s not being led at the 
federal level at all. But thank goodness it is being led 
by New York State and others that have joined with 
the leadership of Governor Cuomo.”

Blowing in the Wind
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IT’S EASY TO CATCH A ferry to Fire Island, but 
leaving is much harder, or so goes the joke about 
visitors falling in love with the place and making it 
their home. But for the workers that staff the barri-
er beach’s various businesses, finding a place to stay 
even just for the summer isn’t as easy as it used to be.

That’s because the housing stock and rental mar-
ket have both gone through a sea of change in recent 

years, shifting options away from the type of season-
al rentals that the island’s employees had rented, to 
more short-term rentals typically occupied by tour-
ists. Locals say the catalyst was Superstorm Sandy in 
2012, which created an opportunity for homeowners 
to upgrade their houses while repairing flood dam-
age, making their homes more attractive for rent-
ers. Further fueling the trend is the increasing ease in 
renting one’s home online – with the trends combin-
ing to remake the fabric of the community.

“I’m sad about how the community has changed 
so much on Fire Island,” said Tekla Vanderplas, a 
former year-rounder who used to rent her Ocean 
Beach home, “The Sundial,” to construction workers 
in the off-season and waiters in the summer. “Every-
one’s … putting up a McMansion and wants to max-
imize their income by renting it out by the week or 
the month.”

Online short-term rental services such as AirBNB 
have been widely reported to be creating a similar 
squeeze on workers in resort communities nation-
wide, from quaint mountain ski towns such as Crest-
ed Butte, Colorado, to prominent beach hotspots 
like Miami, Florida. Limited affordable housing is 
increasingly earmarked for vacationers, forcing lo-
cal business staffers to make other accommodations. 

And the workers can’t afford to rent the chic luxury 
homes up for grabs in such communities.

In Vanderplas’ case, her run of renting to local 
employees lasted about a decade. She moved back to 
New York City after Sandy. “The Sundial” – a big, 
rustic old home that had survived the 1938 hurri-
cane – was bought, raised, and renovated to look like 
new. Gone are the days of workers from various lo-

cal businesses, this Fire Island News reporter includ-
ed, living under one roof, and breaking bread after a 
long day of work. 

“The locals just don’t have it so easy,” said Van-
derplas, who preferred not to turn her home into one 
of the short-stay share houses that get trashed by 
young party people gone wild.

With houses like hers gone the way of the old-
school bungalows that a family or group of workers 
used to rent for the entire summer, those employed 
by a Fire Island business had to come up with a 
Plan B.

“Most of my staff commutes, believe it or not,” 
said Jon Randazzo, who owns The Landing, Cast-
aways Bar and Grill, Baywalk Cafe, The Beachery, 
and two ice cream shops. “It’s not always the best … 
if they were here it was kind of easier.”

He is able to put up some of his staff in rooms 
above his restaurants, but his staff is too big to house 
them all in such a space. He’s not the only restaura-
teur to offer a seasonal roof over his workers heads, 
either. It became even more of a necessity when 
sometimes cheaper rentals that workers often found 
in neighboring Ocean Bay Park also dried up.

“It all started after Hurricane Sandy,” he said. 
“People’s homes got ruined. They got their insurance 

money, they improved their homes, they rented out 
their homes. Now they’ve got these beautiful homes 
because they renovated them, so they realized, ‘Hey, 
we can get some pretty good money … for weekly or 
monthly rentals rather than renting for the season!’”

He added that since the houses are nicer, he’s no-
ticed more people are ordering groceries to be deliv-
ered from the mainland and cooking at home instead 
of going to the local market for food or eating out in 
restaurants. People enjoying spending more time in 
their homes doesn’t bode well for businesses down-
town, but Randazzo, ever the optimist, looks on the 
bright side.

“All of these things play a part in the chang-
ing landscape of Fire Island,” he said. “You have to 
change some things around, you have to figure out 
what works. Change is good, but you have to be up 
with it, otherwise you get left behind.”

And as anyone who’s ever missed the last ferry 
off the island knows, you don’t want to get left be-
hind unless you have the money to stay.

 EYE ON FI  >> by Timothy Bolger

Sea of Change in Rental Market 
Creates Housing Crunch for FI Workers
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GENERAL WILLIAM FLOYD 
(1734-1821), one of only 56 
signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, had two homes 
and two wives. The first home 
is the William Floyd Estate in 
Mastic, part of the Fire Island 
National Seashore. His first wife 
was Hannah Jones (1740-1781), 
daughter of William and Mary 
Jones of Southampton. 

His second home is the Gener-
al William Floyd House in West-
ernville, New York. His second 
wife was Joanna Strong (1747-
1826), daughter of Benajah and 
Martha (Mills) Strong of Setauket.

He also has two gravestones, 
a large monument in Western-
ville and a ground slab in Mastic.

It just does not seem fair that 
all the glory goes to the men 
while their wives get short shrift. 
They made the same sacrifices 
for our country when their husband signed his name 
to that historic document. What little is known of 
Floyd’s wives can be read in the few brief entries 
on the internet and in the brief, but interesting book 
“A Portrait of William Floyd, Long Islander” by 
William Quentin Maxwell.

William Floyd married Hannah Jones on Aug. 
20, 1760. She was a “public-spirited and patriotic 
woman” who supported her husband’s various pur-
suits. From the moment Floyd began to take part in 
public life, Hannah was left with the management 
of his affairs including running the Mastic planta-
tion. And she did a damn good job.

By 1767, they had three children. The son, Nicoll 
Floyd, the oldest of the children, married Phebe 
Gelston of New York. The oldest daughter, Mary 
Floyd (affectionately called Polly), married Col-
onel Benjamin Tallmadge (Culper Spy Ring/war 
hero fame) of Litchfield, Connecticut. The young-
er daughter, Catherine (affectionately called Kitty), 
married Dr. Samuel Clarkson of Philadelphia.

During the Revolutionary War and after the bat-
tle of Long Island (which the Americans lost) the 
British became the occupying force in the area. 
Long Island was no longer a safe place to be if you 
were sympathetic to the revolutionary cause, and 
was an especially dangerous place for a woman 
whose husband had just signed the Declaration of 
Independence.  

Hannah barely had time to bury the family silver 
before she and her three young children, with a few 
friends and neighbors, sailed across Long Island 
Sound. They chose Connecticut as their refuge 
because it was close and easier to cross the sound 
than to travel overland. 

Hannah took refuge with friends in Middletown, 
Connecticut, and enrolled her son and two daugh-
ters in school there. Floyd came to visit whenever he 
could excuse himself from his duties in Congress.

Hannah would never live to see her Long Island 

home again. Whatever anxieties and hardships she 
suffered through undermined her health. She died 
May 16, 1781, at the age of 41.1

Unfortunately, this is where recorded history 
abandons poor Hannah. She would die while sep-
arated from both her home and her husband and 
become a relatively obscure casualty of the Ameri-
can Revolution.2

Even less is known about Floyd’s second wife. 
In 1783, General Floyd married Joanna (1747-1826), 
and they had two children. Ann, the oldest, married 
George W. Clinton, the son of the vice president 
serving under Thomas Jefferson’s second term. She 
later married Abraham Varick of New York. Eliza, 
the youngest, married James Platt of Utica.3

General William Floyd died Aug. 24, 1821, at 
his second home in Westernville, and is buried in 
the cemetery behind the Westernville Presbyteri-
an Church. His original gravestone is rectangular in 
shape and was made to rest horizontally on four stone 
supports, giving the marker a tomb-like appearance.

Joanna outlived him by some five years, and had 
a similar marker. Though little is known of Joanna 
she, but not Hannah, has the honor of being buried 
next to the general.

Both of these tombstones remained at Western-
ville cemetery until 1895, when a larger, more elab-
orate monument was erected in honor of General 
Floyd’s deserved accomplishments. The general’s 
original stone (the tomb-like one) was moved 300 
miles south to his previous estate in Mastic, where 
it remains on display with the disclaimer that he 
is actually buried upstate. Joanna’s original stone 
will be on display at the future General William  
Floyd Center.4

But what happened to Floyd’s first wife Hannah? 
Where is she buried?

Russ Marriott and his wife Jackie are the care-
takers/owners of The General William Floyd House. 
As “caretakers” they are very passionate about the 

restoration and preservation of the house. As they so 
eloquently state on their website, the “history of the 
General and his home are not the property of the own-
ers, but are the property of all of us as Americans.”5

And they mean exactly what they say. Through 
the grapevine they heard about the burial site of Han-
nah and decided to see if they could find her. The 
local library gave them the directions to the Mor-
timer Cemetery, and made arrangements for them to 
get the keys to its gate from the neighboring fire sta-
tion. Unfortunately, it was mid-February and a freak 
storm had frozen the gate’s lock. They were unable 
to enter. The fire chief came to their rescue. He sent 
out one of his recruits to help, and the Marriotts were 
able to explore the cemetery.

They searched the cemetery in the snow on 
freezing feet with darkness closing in before, lit-
erally, stumbling on Hannah’s gravestone. Lying at 
their feet was a small, weatherworn stone. It had 
but three words on it, “Mrs. Hannah Floyd.” It was 
broken in two.6

It was broken in two and no one noticed, or cared, 
for all these years.

Today, there are hundreds of descendants of Gen-
eral Floyd and his two wives. The irony of it all is 
that the DNA of the wives flows through the same 
veins of each and every one of these descendants just 
as that of the general does, and will be carried for-
ward onto future generations just like his.

Viva les femmes!

1.  http://www.womenhistoryblog.com/2009/10/hannah-jones-
floyd.html

2.��http://www.generalwilliamfloydhouse.org/feature.html
3.��https://millerbechtold.blogspot.com/2011/10/william-floyd-
husband-of-joanna-strong.html

4.�http://www.generalwilliamfloydhouse.org/feature.html
5.�www.williamfloydhouse.org
6.�http://www.generalwilliamfloydhouse.org/feature.html

 HISTORY >> by Thomas McGann

The Two Other Halves: William Floyd’s Wives
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THE OCEAN BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
was embellished with photos of butterflies lining its 
walls during the “Bountiful Butterflies in our Back-
yards” event, from Aug. 5-9, 2019.

Standing in the gallery was Margot Hofbeck of 
Seaview, decorated with a Monarch butterfly pin on 
her left side. She stood holding parsley, dill and milk-
weed – the host plants of the Eastern Black Swal-
lowtail and Monarch butterflies that emerged from 
their chrysalises during the event, educating those 
in the room. Often called “the butterfly lady of Fire 
Island,” Hofbeck has raised a variety of butterflies 
from her home in Seaview for 15 years.

“I met her last year, and I thought, everybody 
should see and hear about what she is doing,” said 
Linna Salamone, curator of The Ocean Beach His-
torical Society. “I asked her if she could come and do 
a lecture for us … it’s wonderful for the camp, and 
it’s wonderful for the village.”

This is the first year the “Bountiful Butterflies in 
our Backyards” event has taken place. “I am thrilled, 

I hope we do it again every year,” said Salamone. 
“She is amazing, and the work she has done is unbe-
lievable, it deserves to be shared.” 

Hofbeck previously worked as an animal pho-
tographer for the Museum of Natural History. She 
recently was featured in a series called “How Stuff 
is Made” by Refinery29 about Monarch butterflies. 

“We have two butterflies here that I have also 
raised at home,” said Hofbeck. “One is the Monarch,  
which has become a rare sight. These Monarchs, 
during their breeding season in September, fly 2,500 
miles to Mexico, as fragile and lightweight as they 
are. The other is the Eastern Black Swallowtail, 
which lay their eggs on parsley, fennel, carrot tops, 
and dill. All of the butterflies are careful about laying 
their eggs on the host plant.”

According to Hofbeck, the butterflies each have 
a different host plant they lay their eggs on. Female 
butterflies can smell it up to two miles away, and 
upon landing, can taste it with their feet.

“They do this because they want to ensure they 
have the proper food for their babies,” said Hof-
beck, as she showed me a small, almost opaque 
pearl looking egg that was laid upon milkweed. 
“This egg right here is conical, shaped like a pyra-
mid. The eggs all look alike but contain a variety of 
different types of butterflies.” 

Artwork of different butterfly species 
was on sale at the event by Barbara Gelder-
mann, Matt Jacobs, Joel Silverberg, Erik 
Schaefer, Lelah Cafuoco, and Hofbeck her-
self. Hofbeck’s art was available in post 
cards as well. 

“I am a photographer, and I have always 
loved butterflies,” said Hofbeck. “I became 
interested in raising them about 15 years 
ago. When I retired, we started living out 
here … our first summer I planted a gar-
den. Caterpillars ate all of my parsley and 
no one knew what they were. Out of curios-
ity, I decided to keep feeding them parsley 
and see what happened. When they turned 
out to be a butterflies, I was hooked.” 

The first day of the event, four butter-
flies emerged. The second day of the event, 
five emerged, according to Salamone. 
“We weren’t sure we were going have any 
births,” said Salamone. “I am so fortunate 
that we were able to experience this here.”

Hofbeck said she releases 500 to 800 
butterflies from her home every summer.

“When I began, I just was fascinated 
with the Eastern Black Swallowtail,” said 
Hofbeck. “I then learned about the Mon-
archs and their plight, and how important 
they are to the environment … I wanted to 
do my part to keep them going. I promote the idea of 
planting milkweed with everybody.”

According to the National Wildlife Federation, 
Monarch caterpillars feed exclusively on the leaves 
of milkweed. This is the only host plant for this spe-
cies of butterfly. In its absence, caterpillars cannot 
complete their life cycle. 

“If Monarchs cannot find milkweed, they cannot 
lay their eggs,” said Hofbeck. “From there, the pop-
ulation will become extinct. It is very important to 

make sure that milkweed is around. We as individ-
uals make this happen … people need to be taught 
when mowing the sides of the highways that milk-
weed should be preserved. Pesticides, mosquito 
spraying … it all affects insects and butterflies.” 

According to a 2015 study commissioned by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, two common 
chemicals used in mosquito spraying are toxic to 
butterflies and leave behind lethal effects to their 
population sizes. 

“I usually do this at home, and I have people vis-
it my home all of the time with their kids and their 
grandkids,” said Hofbeck. “This year when the His-
torical Society asked me if I would do it here in 
town, I took the opportunity. While I am here how-
ever, I am not taking care of all of the other ones … 
my kitchen and dining room are filled with butterfly 
cages and jars.”

Salamone said that the children from Ocean 
Beach Youth Group came to the show earlier that 
day. “I showed them the eggs, the caterpillars, and 
the butterflies that had already been born,” said Hof-
beck. “While they were here, we released two butter-
flies and named them. I love showing children. It is 
such a joy to watch them participate with science at 
such a young age.” 

Mo Mason of Seaview brought her grandchil-
dren, Mason and Dylan, to visit the show. “I thought 
it would be a good rainy day activity for the kids, 
and educational as well,” said Mason. “I have known 
Margaret for years. I have seen the work she does 
in her home, and I knew it would be worth seeing. 
When I first moved here, I would drive off in the 
winter and see millions of these Monarchs surround-
ing the car … now if you see four or five, you feel 
lucky. It’s a shame.”

Butterflies Exhibit Earns its Wings at Historical Society
By Emma Boskovski / Photos by Lauren Chenault

Passing knowledge to the next generation.

Monarch feeding on a Penta Nectar plant.

Hatched from the chrysalis. 

Wings of transformation: Butterfly themed work by local 
photographers on display.

The Butterfly Lady of Seaview, Margot Hofbeck.
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DAYS AFTER THE OFFICIAL 50th 
anniversary revival of the famed 1969 
Woodstock festival was called off in 
Maryland, the Ocean Beach commu-
nity came together in grand style for 
its own “flower power” celebration on 
the Great South Bay. The Ocean Beach 
Community Fund’s annual fundrais-
ing gala was held at the Ocean Beach 
Youth Group’s Windswept facility on 

the evening of Aug. 2, with the theme 
“Woodstock 50th Revival” and attend-
ed by more than 300 donors, many 
of who were decked out in their best 
Bohemian attire.

 “We would like to thank all of 
our donors,” said Community Fund 
President Holly Etlin, “which include 
families from Ocean Beach and sur-
rounding communities as well as our 

local businesses who gave generous-
ly this year.” The will-call table was 
staffed by Etlin, Co-chairpersons Rita 
Silver and Susan Cafuoco, Treasurer 
Marvin Vipler, and other volunteers.

Disc Jockey Matthew Morano, also 
known as DJ Phat 
Matt, had the packed 
dance floor jumping 
as the sun set over 
Windswept’s bayside 
deck, playing a mix 
of upbeat hits ranging 
from the Summer of 
Love to the present. 
Morano is the son 
of Matthew’s Sea-
food House Co-own-
er Vincent Morano, 
who was also present 
in the DJ booth. The 
younger Morano has 
provided regular musical entertainment 
at Matthew’s for many years.

As per tradition, food and alcohol 
for the event were supplied by many 
local businesses, including every 
restaurant in town. A familiar sight 
before the event each year is a vil-
lage transport vehicle making stops at 
establishments up and down Bay Walk 
to retrieve dozens of trays of food. 
Attendees enjoyed a buffet of diverse 
culinary offerings, two full-service 
open bars, and a clam-shucking sta-
tion. Dessert was prepared by Rachel’s 
Restaurant and Bakery. A Chinese auc-
tion was held featuring prizes donated 
by local businesses and artisans.

“We really had a busy summer 
again,” added Etlin, “with three dock 
concerts, two free movie nights, the 
upcoming Arts and Crafts Fair, and 
three amazing shows at the Histori-
cal Society.” 

The Community Fund exists to 
provide financial support to organiza-
tions and efforts in the Ocean Beach 
community. Past projects include res-
toration of the Community House 
and playground and the rebuilding of 

the facility where this 
year’s event was held 
after it suffered signifi-
cant damage as a result 
of Hurricane Sandy. As 
noted by Etlin, a full 
schedule of free events 
is sponsored annual-
ly by the Fund, and the 
Historical Society oper-
ates largely through its 
financial support.

The Village of 
Ocean Beach recent-
ly received a $50,000 
gift from the family of 

Joseph D. Dickey, a former Ocean 
Beach lifeguard, for the refurbish-
ment of the village’s lifeguard sta-
tion. The Community Fund voted 
to donate proceeds from this year’s 
gala to match this donation in Dick-
ey’s memory. The Fund also wishes to 
thank the many other individual and 
corporate donors who have helped 
fund the lifeguard station project over 
the last year.

“They said no one would dress 
up,” said Community Fund Honor-
ary Chairman John Schaffner regard-
ing the call to dress in period attire, 
“but oh boy, were they wrong! Give 
a Fire Islander a theme and this is  
what happens.”

Hippie-wannabes were seen 
throughout town and boarding ferries 
after yet another successful event held 
by the Community Fund in support of 
those who call Ocean Beach home.

Woodstock Revived at Ocean Beach  
Community Fund Gala  By Joey Macellaro / Photos by James Hardy

DJ Phat Matt.

The Village People. Joey Chico and his lady Love.

OBCF Board Members Gail Stamler, 
President Holly Etlin, Marvin Vipler, 
Susan Cafuoco, and Rita Silver.
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 DIRECTORY >> 

APPAREL
Kline’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5333

Bambootique
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5180
www. fireislandapparel.com

Fire Island Outfitters
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0146
www.fireislandoutfitters.com

Salty Stitch Beach Wear
Ocean Beach | 631-431-6991
www. saltystitch.com

ATTORNEYS
Siben & Siben LLP
Bay Shore | 631-665-3400
www.sibensiben.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Mars Auto Parts
Bay Shore | 631-665-0890
www.mars108.com

Molina & Rudden Auto Repair
Brightwaters | 631-968-2840

BAKERY
Rachel’s Restaurant & Bakery
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9552
www.rachelsfireisland.com

BEER DISTRIBUTOR
Beverage Barn
Bay Shore | 631-665-0320
www.beveragebarnstores.com

BICYCLES
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826
www.oceanbeachhardware.com

CARTING
Stang Carting
Ocean Beach | 631-567-7792

CHURCH 
Free Union Church
Ocean Beach | 631-680-8074
www.freeunionchurch.org

COUNSELING
Advanced Counseling Assoc.
Bay Shore | 631-647-9009
www.advancedcounseling-associates.com

DELI/MARKETS
Dockside
Ocean Beach
631-583-0303

The Pantry
Ocean Beach, Delivery
631-583-SHOP (7467)

GIFTS & SOUVENIRS
Gemaginations
Brightwaters | 631-666-4181

Kline’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5333

Willy Nilly 
Trading Company
Bay Shore | 631-665-5510
www.willynillytrading.com

HARDWARE
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826
www.oceanbeachhardware.com

HOME BUILDING/ 
IMPROVEMENTS/ 
REPAIRS
Beach Bay Plumbing
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5750

East Islip Lumber
East Islip | 631-581-1869
www.eilumber.com

Eric Schiller, Architect PC
917-886-6055
www.eric-schiller.com

Inspiration Remodeling
Lindenhurst  | 631-672-8905

K-Mac Electric
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8130
www.kmacelectric.com

Lighthouse Mechanical 
Ocean Beach | 631-583-6500 

Marquardt Marine
Patchogue | 631 583-3100
www.marquardtmarine.com

SGM Interiors 
Sayville | 631 335-7809
sgminteriors960@gmail.com

Vannoni Construction
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5271
www.vannoniconstruction.com

HOTELS
Grove Hotel
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6000
www.grovehotel.com

Palms Hotel
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8870
www.palmshotel-fireisland.com

INSURANCE
Cochrane Insurance
Bay Shore | 631-665-3100

Lloyd’s Planning, LLC
631-583-7253 | 212-689-0431
www.lloydsplanningllc.com

State Farm Insurance,
Rich Mohan 
Mohegan Lake | 914-528-1212

JEWELRY
Gemaginations
Brightwaters | 631-666-4181

LIQUOR & WINE
J&J Spirit Shop
Delivery, Sayville | 631-589-0078
www.jjspiritshop.com

MEDICAL/HOSPITAL 
Northwell Health
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8548

Northwell Health
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6767

Northwell’s Southside Hospital
Bay Shore | 631-968-3000

PROPANE
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826
www.oceanbeachhardware.com

REAL ESTATE
Dana Wallace Real Estate
Ocean Beach
631-583-5596 | 631-583-5653
www.realestateon-fireisland.com

Douglas Elliman Real Estate
East Islip | 631 581-8855
www.elliman.com

Fire Island Homes
Ocean Beach | 631-583-6661
www.fihomes.net

Fire Island Real Estate
Ocean Beach | 631 583-5100
www.fireislandrealestate.com

Kitty King Real Estate 
Bay Shore | 631-583-8927 
kittykingrealestate.com

Netter Real Estate
West Islip | 631-661-5100
www.netterrealestate.com

Sunset 3 Realty 
Brightwaters | 631-666-2110
www.sunset3realty.com

RESTAURANTS
Albatross
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5697

Beacheria
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0387
www.beacheriaob.com 

Bocce Beach
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8100
www.boccebeach.com 

Castaway Bar & Grill
Ocean Beach | 631-583 8498

Cherry Grove Pizza 
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6766
www.cherrygrovepizza.com 

CJ’s Restaurant & Bar
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9890
www.cjsfireisland.com

Dockside
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0303

The Hideaway
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5929 

Hurricanes
Ocean Beach | Hurricanes
www.fireislandhotel.com

Island Mermaid
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8088
www.islandmermaid.com

Kismet Inn
Kismet | 631-583-5592
www.thekismetinn.com

The Landing
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5800

Le Dock
Fair Harbor | 631-583-5200

Maguire’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8800
www.maguiresbayfront-restaurant.com

Matthew’s Seafood House
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8016
matthewsseafood.com

Rachel’s Restaurant & Bakery
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9552
www.rachelsfireisland.com

Salt and Barrel
Bay Shore | 631-647-8818
www.saltandbarrel.com

SYNAGOGUE
Fire Island Synagogue
Seaview | 631-991-1907
www.fireisland-synagogue.org

THEATRE 
Arts Project of Cherry Grove
Cherry Grove | (631) 597-3192
www.facebook.com/artsprojectofcherrygrove

TRANSPORTATION
Fire Island Ferries
Bay Shore | 631-665-3600
www.fireislandferries.com

VETERINARY SERVICES
Veterinary Medical Center of Long Island
West Islip | 631-587-0800
www.vmcli.com

WATER SPORTS
Fire Island Parasail & Boat Tours
Ocean Bay Park | 631-988-8445
www.fireislandparasail.com 

Fire Island Rentals & Charters
Ocean Beach | 631-252-3964
fireislandsalesandrentals.com

South Shore Paddleboards
Babylon | 631-482-1822
www.southshorepaddleboards.com

Fire Island News can  
be found at 146 locations!  

Find the location nearest you  
at fireisland-news.com/distribution

Fire Is land’s Longest Running News Source Since 1957
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SOUTHSIDE HOSPITAL IS the only 
medical center on Long Island that 
has been selected to participate in 
Biosense Webster Inc.’s clinical tri-
al evaluating the safety and effec-
tiveness of a new device designed 
to reduce stroke risk in atrial fibril-
lation patients.

The WaveCrest Investigation-
al Device Exemption (IDE) Tri-
al is evaluating the effectiveness of 
the WaveCrest Left Atrial Append-
age Occlusion (LAAO) System in 
closing off a small sack of tissue 
on the muscle wall – called the 
left atrial appendage – where most 
stroke-causing blood clots form. 
Patients who are treated with the 
WaveCrest device are not required 
to continue taking anticoagulants or 
blood thinners after the procedure, 
a key benefit to people who cannot 
tolerate this medication. 

The WaveCrest clinical trial is 
one offering of Southside Heart & 
Lung, the hospital’s program that 
includes cardiology, cardiac surgery 
and thoracic surgery.

“Southside Hospital is always 

exploring and evaluating the newest 
technology and clinical trials avail-
able so we can offer our patients 
the latest and greatest treatment 
options,” said Jason Chinitz, MD, 
director of cardiac electrophysiol-
ogy at Southside Hospital. “As the 
only participant in this clinical tri-
al on Long Island, we’re excited to 
offer atrial fibrillation patients the 
opportunity to benefit from this new 
technology.”

There are two other medical cen-
ters based in Manhattan that are 
participating in this clinical trial.

Atrial fibrillation is expected to 
affect between six and 12 million 
people in the United States by 2050, 
according to the Journal of Geriatric 
Cardiology. People with atrial fibril-
lation are five times more likely to 
suffer a stroke than someone with-
out cardiac issues, the American 
Stroke Association said.

Irregular heartbeats are typical-
ly diagnosed by an electrocardiolo-
gist such as Dr. Chinitz.  Southside 
Hospital’s Barbara Shannon, RN, 
who recently became Northwell 

Health’s first senior research nurse, 
is the research nurse coordina-
tor for this clinical trial, as part of 
Northwell’s Feinstein Institutes for 
Medical Research.

“Having Northwell Health’s first 
senior research nurse regularly eval-
uating new innovations and oppor-
tunities for our patients will only 

further strengthen the cutting-edge 
care Southside Hospital provides 
to the residents of Suffolk County,” 
said Donna Moravick, NP, South-
side Hospital’s executive director.

For more information about 
Southside Heart & Lung, call 631-
968-3525 or go to southside.north-
well.edu/southside-heart-lung.

  

Fill out the survey and send a 
picture of the completed survey to  
danielle@fireisland-news.com for a 
chance to win a $50 CJ’s Gift Card!

1)  How many issues do you pick up a season? 
        All        Most        A Few        One to None
 
2) Where do you most commonly pick up the paper?  

________________________________________________________________

3) Do you follow our online presence? (choose all that apply) 
   Facebook       Instagram       Fire Island News Website       No
      
4) How long have you been a reader of Fire Island News?
   First year      2–4 years       5+ years       Long Time Reader 

5) What do you look forward to most in each paper? (check all that apply) 
   News Stories   Q&A Interviews    Dining Reviews     
   Adult Coloring Page        Advice Column   Calendar of Events
   Around & About        Cartoons  Reader Contributed Photos
   Community Columns (which ones) ____________________________________

6) Rank the paper 1–10 in the following categories (10 being the highest rating)

 ____  Our stories are interesting and meaningful. 
 ____  Our stories are written well and error free. 
 ____  Our photos are interesting, enjoyable and relevant to the paper’s content. 
 ____  Layout and design – the paper is visually appealing.
- ____  How impactful is the cover photo to your decision to pick up a paper?

7)  Please share any thoughts that would make Fire Island News a better paper:

 ________________________________________________________________

Fire Island  
News
Readership
Survey

The Fire Island News relies upon reader feedback. Our goal is 
to create and deliver the best reader experience possible on the 
news, issues and topics affecting Fire Island, the National Seashore 
and the coastal communities of Long Island’s Great South Bay.  

Entries will be entered into a drawing for a $50 CJ’s Gift Card. 
Winner will be notified by email. NO PAPER SUBMISSIONS 
PLEASE. Surveys delivered in methods other than instructed will be 
ineligible for entry.

First on Long Island: Atrial Fibrillation Clinical Trial  
Available at Southside Hospital



Easy access
504 Bayberry Walk, Ocean Beach, New York 11770 
(631) 583-8548

153 Doctors Walk, Cherry Grove, New York 11782
(631) 597-6767

Most insurance accepted

Walk-in hours 
Monday – Friday 9am – 11am; 4pm – 6pm
Weekends 9am – 12pm; 3pm – 6pm

We’re spending the summer right 
here with you, in case you need us

Northwell Health Physician Partners Immediate Care 
Centers are providing expert healthcare on Fire Island. 

Northwell Health Physician Partners is the dedicated team of physicians and staff 
employed by Northwell Health. Experts in over 100 specialties, we work together as 
a medical group practice using Northwell Health’s unique resources and research. 
Committed to providing the best in compassionate care, informed by the most current 
advances in medicine, we continuously raise the standard of care for our patients and 
their families. Visit us at Northwell.edu/PhysicianPartners.

Serving the community  
May 24 through September 2

Our dedicated team offers 
comprehensive, onsite, quality 
treatment for nonlife-threatening 
illnesses and injuries. In emergency 
situations, transport to Southside 
Hospital is arranged. Southside 
Hospital is one of Northwell Health’s  
premier tertiary hospitals and 
trauma centers.



T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  J u l y  1 9 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   5 2

Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com



MOST PEOPLE UNDERSTAND that their pets need vaccines, but do they truly under-
stand which vaccines dogs and cats need (and when) to be protected? August is Nation-
al Immunization Awareness Month, so we as healthcare providers are reinforcing the 
critical importance of protecting animals and their families against dangerous diseases. 

Vaccines help prevent many illnesses that affect pets. They have long been con-
sidered one of the easiest ways to help pets live long, healthy lives. Not only are there 
different vaccines for different diseases, there are different types and combinations of 
vaccines. Vaccination is a procedure that has risks and benefits that must be weighed for 
every pet relative to lifestyle and health. Your veterinarian can determine a regime that 
will provide the safest and best protection for your pet.

UNDERSTANDING VACCINES: Vaccines help prepare the body’s immune system to 
fight the invasion of disease-causing organisms. When the vaccine is introduced to the 
body, the immune system is mildly stimulated. If a pet is ever exposed to the actual dis-
ease, the immune system is now prepared to recognize and fight it off entirely or reduce 
the severity of the illness.

• While vaccines are very important to managing the health of your pet, not every 
pet needs to be vaccinated against every disease. It is very important to discuss a pet-spe-
cific protocol with your veterinarian. Factors that should be examined include age, med-
ical history, environment, travel habits and lifestyle. 

• Most veterinarians highly recommend administering core vaccines to healthy pets. 
There are however local laws regarding mandatory vaccines. Each state has its own laws 
governing the administration of the rabies vaccine. Some areas require yearly rabies vac-
cination. Other areas call for vaccines every three years. In almost all states, proof of 
rabies vaccination is mandatory.

• Vaccination can create mild symptoms, ranging from soreness at the injection site 
to fever and allergic reactions. There are other, less common side effects like injection site 
tumors and immune disease associated with vaccination. That said, it is important to real-
ize that vaccines have saved countless lives, and play a vital role in the battle against infec-
tious diseases. In most cases, the risks are much smaller than the risks of the disease itself. 
But it is important to talk to your veterinarian about your pet’s medical history beforehand.

• Most pets show no ill effects from vaccination. Some reactions may be minor, while 
others require immediate care from a veterinarian including fever, sluggishness, appetite 
loss, facial swelling and/or hives, vomiting, diarrhea, swelling, or hair loss around the 
injection site, lameness, collapse, difficulty breathing, or seizures. It is best to monitor 
your pet for any side effects following administration of a vaccine. If you suspect your 
pet is having a reaction, call your veterinarian immediately.

ANTIBODY TITERS VS. VACCINATION: An interest in performing Vaccine Titers has 
increased as commercial laboratories are now offering serology panels for dogs and cats 
specifically to address the immune response following vaccination. The introduction of 
Point-of-Care Titer Tests (in-hospital kits) allows veterinarians to assess Vaccine Titers of 
individual patients at the time of the appointment. 

• Antibody titers measured in laboratories and by in-clinic and antibody test kits typ-
ically record results as positive or negative, and include a brief description of the result’s 
significance. However, questions remain: How well does a positive antibody titer (or 
test kit result) correlate with protective immunity in a patient? How well does a negative 
titer (or test kit result) correlate with susceptibility in a patient? Today, in-clinic titer test 
kits for canine distemper (CDV), canine parvovirus (CPV), canine adenovirus (CAV), and 
feline parvovirus (panleukopenia, FPV) correlate well with appropriate gold standard 
tests. Therefore, when these in-clinic tests are performed properly: A positive test result 
indicates the patient does have protective levels of antibody against the virus. A negative 
test result indicates the patient does not have protective levels of circulating antibody. 
However, a negative test result does not necessarily define susceptibility.

• Factors that influence antibody response following vaccination include: Age, anti-
gen type, vaccination history, health status, genetics, maternally-derived antibody (MDA).

ASSESSMENT OF ADULT DOGS & CATS WITH AN UNKNOWN VACCINATION  
HISTORY: Clientele who have adopted an adult dog /cat that has no known vaccine his-
tory may elect to avoid vaccination if a protective level of immunity can be determined 
serologically.

As you can see, it’s not always so black and white for your veterinarian to advise you 
appropriately on what’s best for your pet. However, being an informed pet owner and 
having an open avenue of clear communication with your veterinarian is the first step 
in deciding what is best for your pet’s overall health. Here at the Veterinary Medical 
Center of Long Island we are committed to providing cutting-edge veterinary medicine 
and sharing this knowledge and expertise with both pet owners and referring family 
veterinarians. For more information about any of our services, please visit us on the 
web at www.VMCLI.com or call 631-587-0800 and speak to any of our helpful client 
care coordinators.

Understanding Your 
Pet’s Vaccinations
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A Day in the Life of Fire Island
Reader Contributed Photographs

Sundown in Robbins Rest.  
Photo by Mary Quinn

Shoreline Storm Cloud. Photo by Rachelle King. Feather in the Wind. Photo by Rachelle King.

Deer and the Dune Fence.  
Photo by Andrea Bass

Deer and the Dune Grass.  
Photo by Andrea Bass

Interested in having your photo published in A Day in the Life of Fire Island? Email us at editor@fireisland-news.com and we will consider it. Please 
limit submission to six images per news cycle, in jpeg format. NOTE: Any submitted drone images must comply with FAA regulations concerning 
their use within national park jurisdiction, while posing no risk to pedestrians, wildlife, or property in taking said image. Fire Island News reserves 
the right not to publish any photograph we suspect is in violation of these rules – and always be respectful of nature and the local wildlife when 
taking nature pictures outdoors. Thank you! SUBMISSIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUG. 23 IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THE 
FINAL ISSUE OF THE 2019 SEASON.



AVAILABLE | Fairway Street, Seaview | $2,695,000 | Web# *1347674

AVAILABLE | Midway Walk, Seaview | $1,325,000 | Web# 3151016

AVAILABLE | Dune Way, Seaview | $899,000 | Web# *1350530AVAILABLE | Bayview Walk, Ocean Beach | $1,999,999 | Web# *1348669

AVAILABLE | 955 Surfview Walk, Ocean Beach | $575,000 | Web# 3127574 AVAILABLE | Island Walk, Lonelyville | $2,495,000 | Web# *1335771

ROBERT KUHAR
Lic. Assoc. R. E. Broker
O: 631.583.0010
M: 917.331.2817
RKuhar@elliman.com

KEVIN CONWAY
Lic. R. E. Salesperson
O: 631.583.7495
M: 631.983.7968
kevin.conway@elliman.com

NICOLE BATCHELOR
Lic. Assoc. R. E. Broker
O: 631.583.7490
M: 646.415.2269
nicole.batchelor@elliman.com

OCEAN BEACH OFFICE
937 Baywalk | 631.583.0010
DEFireIsland@elliman.com

Always Open on Fire Island  |  Bespoke Service

NEW YORK CITY | LONG ISLAND | THE HAMPTONS | WESTCHESTER | CONNECTICUT | NEW JERSEY | FLORIDA | CALIFORNIA | COLORADO | MASSACHUSETTS |  INTERNATIONAL

ell iman.com/fireisland

L O C A L  A G E N T S ,  N A T I O N A L  S E R V I C E
From the City to the Sea

$ 2 8 .1  B I L L I O N  C L O S E D  S A L E S  C O M P A N Y- W I D E ,  8 %  I N C R E A S E**

# 1  O N  L O N G  I S L A N D  F O R  C L O S E D  R E S I D E N T I A L  S A L E S†

$ 5 .1  B I L L I O N  I N  L O N G  I S L A N D  S A L E S  V O L U M E
M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  L O N G  I S L A N D  M L S

*EXCLUSIVE LISTING. **FROM 2018. †MLSLI RESIDENTIAL SALES THAT CLOSED BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 2018 AND DECEMBER 31, 2018 © 2019 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.  110 WALT WHITMAN ROAD, HUNTINGTON STATION, NY 11746. 631.549.7401
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