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I START OFF BY thanking a few of our reader 
contributors. They include Leslie Tucker, who writes 
a story on a subject that may seems simple, but has 
more layers to it than you might think; Gil Neary, 
who wrote a beautiful review of Rose Levine’s recent 
performance at the Cherry Grove Community House 
and Theatre; as well as John Burke, who did not 
contribute an article per se, but was willing to lend his 
expertise on a subject. Both John and Gil were writ-
ers with the paper, they still keep in touch, and it is 
always so nice to see their contributions once again.

Where would Fire Island be without our friend-
ships? When I am asked what makes Fire Island so 
special, the island’s beauty or its beaches are not the 
first things I mention. Special bonds are forged here. 

Anika Lanser writes of a beach party that became 
a moment in time so significant that participants 
felt compelled to reconnect 40 years later. Emma 
Boskovski’s interview with a marine biologist trans-
forms into a vivid portrait of the individual that rever-
berates from the printed page. Need more examples? 
Look no further than the letters to the editor readers 
submit to have their voices heard, or at our steadfast 
community columnists who write the story of their 
neighbors in every issue. Every factor is a grain of 
sand, binding our island together.

CORRECTION: On page 47 of our July 5, 2019 
issue, the footer cited Ken Spooner’s website as 
www.spooner.com, when it should have been  
www.spoonercentral.com. The error has been 
corrected on our website.
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 AROUND & ABOUT >> 

 And one shimmering mermaid.

 The rainbow flag painted ladies splashed down the red carpet.  Bearded ladies below deck.

 Smurfs taste just like chicken!  This group of guys had quite a  
few fans.

 We see London, we see France –  
we see George’s underpants!

 Homecoming Queen 2019 Victoria 
Falls never stumbled once.

 A boat full of beauties.

Invasion of Fire Island Pines July 4, 2019 
Photos by Robert Sherman

Washington D.C had the Military Charade; Fire Island had the Invasion Parade!
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  Light in the night. (Photo by Robert Sherman)

 AROUND & ABOUT >> 

Children’s Day Parade Ocean Beach  
Photos by James Hardy and Lauren Chenault

End Shots
A week after fireworks lit up skies over the bay, lights of a different sort were ignited as Fire Islanders participated in the 
#LightsForLiberty vigil on June 12, 2019, under the specter of recent ICE raid sweeps – may our nation heal. 

 Posies and parasols.  
(Photo by James Hardy)

 The festively attired Bay Shore Fire Department Marching Band with Town of Islip Supervisor Angie 
Carpenter in center. (Photo by James Hardy)

  Ocean Beach Community Fund Honorary Chairman John 
Schaffner greets the children. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

  Bombs bursting in air. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

 Age of Innocence.  
(Photo by James Hardy)

  Kiddies as kitties!  
(Photo by James Hardy)
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 SHOPPING AROUND >> 

Free Union Used Book Sale
(Photos by Robert Sherman)

  The Free Union Church Board of Trustees thanks all book buyers and donors alike for making the book fairs so special.

Field Trip Friday
PIX 11 NEWS made Ocean Beach part 
of their “Field Trip Friday” segment, 
with Jill Nicolini, on Friday, July 12, 
2019. This award-winning morning 
news program knows a good thing when 
they see it.

  Staple event under the steeple: Beach reading material is there to 

be had at bargain prices, church coffers get a boost, and no good 

book should ever be read just once!

You too can be part of the magic, as the Ocean Beach Chamber of Commerce debuts their Seafood & Music Festival, from 
Aug. 6-8, 2019. Enjoy live music, prix fixe dinner specials, and so much more!

  Klines got a little sidewalk exposure, as Jill gave downtown 

Ocean Beach some air time.

  Pan seared scallops is one of the most popular entrées on the Island Mermaid menu. Read Robert Levine’s dining review on page 33 of this issue to learn more about this great OB dining institution. 

  Island Mermaid 
and Executive Chef 
Joe Rago and crew 
represented their 
establishment well, 
as they spoke to 
Jill in the early 
morning hours.
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 FROM THE FIN ARCHIVES >> 

THE SKYLINE ROOFTOPS, water tower, and 
church spire are all familiar, and Maguire’s looks 
quite festively decorated, as do the vessels in the 
marina. Like many items in our mystery box, deter-
mining a year was something of a puzzle. Absence 
of the small bay beach in front of Maguire’s signals 
that it had to be before 1960, as was an up close 
examination of the center flag, with only 48 stars. 

However we suspected maybe the image 
was earlier still, and showed the photo to 

former FIN columnist John Burke (a.k.a. “Syb-
il Sez”), who was a professor at Fashion Institute  
of Technology.

“The woman is wearing a suit with palazzo 
pants,” said Burke. “This combined with the look 
of the police officer uniforms, as well as the boats 
themselves make me certain this is a pre-World 
War II photograph. It could be 1940s, but I sus-
pect more like the 1930s.”

A timeless Fire Island slice of life indeed!

Ocean Beach 
Marina in front  
of Maguire’s, 
circa 1930s
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 LETTER TO THE EDITOR >> 

To the Editor:
Fire Islanders have noticed the 

signs recently appearing throughout 
the communities, including Fair Har-
bor, Kismet, Ocean Beach, Seaview, 
Cherry Grove – and even in Saltaire, 
which bans yard signs amidst their 
many rules.  These signs, printed by 
the Fire Island Wildlife Foundation, 
are meant to remind people that FINS 
really is going to kill our deer this fall 
and that we need to protest.  

The killing will be done in sever-
al ways. Our semi-tame deer will be 
hunted. FINS will establish an official 
NYSDEC deer hunting site, and along 
with that of course, illegal poaching 
will present a serious threat to resi-

dents. This was the case during FINS’ 
so-called ‘study-hunt’ that took place 
during the winter of 1988-89. 

FINS will also be killing deer 
at bait stations using silencers and 
night vision equipment, and from 
trucks driving along the island.  Last-
ly, ‘friendly’ deer will be special tar-
gets. A percentage of those trusting 
deer who show no fear of humans 
will be singled out and shot annually.

FINS will be shooting itself in the 
foot with its plan to kill deer in the Sunk-
en Forest, since the Forest was deeded 
to the federal government with explicit 
deed prohibitions on harming wildlife, 
and if this provision is violated, the 
land will by law automatically revert 

back into private hands. 
Longtime Fire Island-

ers will remember the 
very successful PZP deer 
contraception project 
that took place here in 
the 1990s. Lack of fed-
eral approval was listed 
by FINS as one of their 
“four criteria” blocking the ongoing 
use of PZP.  But now, PZP vaccine has 
been federally approved for use in 
deer, and so, with FINS’ other three 
criteria being unsupported by data 
and found by many in the scientific 
community to be totally lacking in 
merit, there is no longer any good 
reason to not again use PZP vaccine.

The FIWF strongly op-
poses FINS’ lethal deer 
management plan. We 
hope that our message 
resonates with Fire Is-
landers as well as our 
many visitors. Deer have 
become part of the Fire 
Island culture, loved by 

both young and old. The idea of 
shooting these defenseless animals 
is offensive to many. Let’s deal with 
the deer in a humane way!  Contra-
ception not killing. It worked before, 
it will work again. 

Richard von Zerneck
Board Member,  

Fire Island Wildlife Foundation
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Arthur H. Kopelman serves as the pres-
ident and one of the founders of The 
Coastal Research and Education Soci-
ety of Long Island (CRESLI). He also 
works as a State of New York distin-
guished service professor and full 
professor of science specializing in pop-
ulation ecology at the Fashion Institute 
of Technology (FIT). At CRESLI, Kopel-
man’s main ongoing research project 
pertains to the identification of harbor 
seals at Cupsogue Beach. Working with 
CRESLI, he also leads whale watching 
trips out of Montauk. At FIT, he creat-
ed an initiative for the college to incor-
porate sustainability in teaching as well 
as adding environmental initiatives to 
the college’s mission statement. 

Fire Island News (FIN): What drove 
you to found the Coastal Research 
Education Society of Long Island (CRESLI) 
almost 20 years ago?
Arthur H. Kopelman (AK): Those of us who 
founded it were previously working with Okeanos 
Ocean Research Foundation. We left that because we 
didn’t like the direction they were going and founded 
our own organization in 1996.

FIN: Can you discuss how whales influence your 
overall passion for marine science?
AK: I think they are what we commonly refer to as 
charismatic megafauna. It’s just there has always 
been a fascination I’ve have had for whales. To see 
them up close and in our waters is an incredible 
experience. When we take people out to see them, 
and they get to make that connection … I think the 
idea is that we as humans make a connection with 
these animals, recognize their presence and further 
understand the need to protect them and the environ-
ments in which they live. I think that is kind of the 
connection that is made … it is an amazing sight. I 
have been doing this for just over three decades and 
it’s always been a spectacular sight to see. 

FIN: I took a look at the CRESLI research 
abstracts. Which research have you completed 
that you believe to be most impactful?
AK: That’s an interesting question because research 
never really seems to be completed. I think there 
are several. One in particular is actually in collab-
oration with others in the New York bight, and it is 
in the final stages of preparation. It pertains to look-
ing at the distribution of whales throughout the New 
York bight. We developed a research goal in light of 
the problems that there are with ship strikes and the 
development of offshore energy. All of that needs to 
be informed by the work that we have done; looking 
at a distribution of whales so that we make sure that 
whenever things are placed, the impact is minimized. 
Another substantial research project pertains to this 
ongoing work that I do at Cupsogue Beach, where 

it is probably the longest continuous assessment of 
harbor seals in any one place on Long Island. The 
work shows clearly that seals are returning, in partic-
ular to the same place each year … and the fact that 
our population of seals are increasing. The last work 
is still in progress and not published yet, it is just a 
work on identifying finback whales off of the coast 
of Montauk. I’ve been able to identify 165 different 
individuals over the past nine years … and they are 
not easy to identify, so the work is in progress.

FIN: I once attended an environmental lecture 
where the speaker called birds ‘the barometer 
of human health.’ Do you think this statement 
applies to your work with aquatic animals?
AK: I’m not sure that it necessarily is … I think 
there are lots of different things at play. In a gross 
kind of sense, yes … recovery of an animal can be 
an indicator of the health of that system, or converse-
ly when we see health problems arise within a sys-
tem, we may see it’s effect in animals first. They are 
almost like sentinels that give us an idea of what may 
be right, and what may be wrong. But I think it is 
a giant step to categorically say that any particular 
environment is getting better solely because of an 
increase in the population of say dolphins, whales, 
seals or anything else. I think there needs to be back-
ground to support a claim like this one, it’s almost 
a leap of faith I’m not willing to take, particularly 
when we see what’s going on with some plastics, 
microfibers and microplastics and their ubiquity in 
our aquatic environment. This is stuff that wasn’t 
that well understood and represents a major potential 
problem, if not a real problem, particularly for large 
marine mammals. We are seeing, not here because 
the work isn’t being done, but in places like the 
Mediterranean where finback whales have poisons 
in their blubber particularly associated with the stuff 
that adheres to microplastics. So, there are relatively 
lots of new problems that create new areas for inves-
tigation. Things that may appear to be in great shape, 

when you dig down and look at the 
small scale, there is room to explore 
deeper environmental issues.

FIN: I read some of your work on 
regional ocean planning. Could 
you explain what regional ocean 
planning is and how this influences 
sustainability? 
AK: I can sort of try to explain what 
it is. It just as the term states. It is a 
system in place that attempts to use 
whatever information is available to 
make planning decisions about the 
uses of areas in the ocean or regions 
of the ocean. I believe this is the 
simplest way that I can explain it. I 
believe that the idea behind region-
al ocean planning is to promote 
sustainability. Regional planning uti-
lizes information to make decisions 

for planning that should be done in such a way that 
prioritizes sustainability. There are many branches 
of sustainability, in the ecological sense of sustain-
ability as well as economic sustainability for those 

involved in the business associated with oceans and 
social sustainability in terms of the people there. I 
think whatever decision making plans come from, 
regional ocean planning must support sustainabili-
ty so that we make sure resources aren’t being used 
in inappropriate ways that don’t reduce the potential 
for their use in the future. Regional ocean planning 
tries to promote that we have economic equability 
amongst all of the entities involved in ocean usage. 
Now is that possible through the work done by ocean 
planning? One would hope so, but I’m not sure to be 
honest with you. I would like to think that, but it is an 
ideal. Hopefully we can live up to that ideal.

FIN: There have been multiple incidents on Fire 
Island in the past years of whales washing up on 
the shores. Is this unusual? What can be done bet-
ter to protect these animals?
AK: I would have to say it’s not unusual unfortu-
nately, and the frequency of the event is increasing. 
It happens. Why do these whales wash up on the 
beach? They’re dead. Now what’s the cause of death? 
Typically, it is usually from ship strikes or entangle-
ments. And of course, there are natural causes of 
death. Now what we have to do is develop mecha-
nisms to significantly reduce the potential amount of 

INTERVIEW: 

Dr. Arthur Kopelman
By Emma Boskovski

Continued on page 48

Photo by Joe Carrotta

Photo by A. Kopelman/CRESLI Facebook page
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EVADING THE RAINY DAY that the weather fore-
cast predicted, Fair Harbor’s annual Pine Walk Fair 
flourished under the sunshine for its 47th consecu-
tive year on Saturday, July 6. Fire Islanders flocked 
from all parts of the island, keeping water taxis just 
as busy as the packed streets of the fair surrounding 
the ferry dock. 

Since the Pine Walk Fair’s beginning, found-
er and event organizer Helen Kornblau has dedicat-
ed much of her time to making sure the event goes 
smoothly each year.

“The Pine Walk Fair began when three 
young women, all extremely creative, de-
cided to sell their wares on Pine Walk, 
near the ocean. It grew each year and sev-
eral community projects were funded with 
the profits – as they still are today,” Korn-
blau said in a past interview with Fire  
Island News.

A scattering of tents and tables of-
fered goods ranging from jewelry and oth-
er accessories, art and paintings, soaps 
and beauty products, and even handmade 
quilts. Le Dock offered up pizza and sea-
food to satiate hungry patrons. 

Since its humble beginnings, the Pine 
Walk Fair has grown into a larger, more 
widely anticipated community event. So 

large, Kornblau says, that they were eventually asked 
to relocate from their original spot on Pine Walk.

“After the first 10 years, our event grew exponen-
tially. It had so many attendees that the fire depart-
ment requested its relocation to the public areas of 
the town. Yes, it was relocated – but we couldn’t re-
sist retaining its name.”

Although the fair has closed up shop for the year, 
craft and trinket lovers can anticipate another cre-
ativity-filled fair in the 2020 summer season, and for 
summer seasons to come.

Fair Trade at Fair Harbor’s Pine Walk Fair  
By Danielle Lipiec

The hybrid photo-art images of Max Cartagena are 
always a success at the Pine Walk Fair.  
(Photo by Sean Fitzthum)

Perhaps no art fair on Fire Island can boast the waterside views 
that Fair Harbor can! (Photo by Danielle Lipiec)

Claudia Gill with her eclectic art objects.  
(Photo by Sean Fitzthum)
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WAY BACK, WHEN HOUSES HAD NAMES, 
not numbers, I called mine “Avalon.” In Arthurian 
legend, Avalon was an island, home to enchant-
ment, shrouded in midst, and far from the realities 
of everyday life. That was how I saw Kismet. I 
came here to party and play at the beach, meet new 
friends and, later, to get involved with animal and 
community issues and to write this local column. It 
was possible then to completely turn off and escape 
the cares of mainland life – jobs, family issues and 
politics beyond local streetlights and sidewalks. 
Although our modern devices make this more diffi-
cult, people still come here to escape, for 40 years, 
or 48 hours, to spend time in this paradise. Issues run 
to crowed streets, loud music, dog leavings, spilled 
garbage, stolen bikes (OK, there’s a problem). In 
times of real trouble, neighbors are good neighbors. 
Kismet is a community. 

This is my favorite time of the summer with so 
many joyous activities going on. Children and tweens 
are let loose to run and ride those endless scooters, 
freed from modern mainland fears. For the Gens X, 
Y, and Z there are lazy days at the beach, beer on the 
deck and music and dancing at night. For the more 
mature, there are barbecues, guests, lazy days at the 
beach and wine on the deck at sunset.

The past two weeks, in chronological order, 
featured a sunny sand-
castle contest, sandwiched 
between two foodie beach 
events foiled by the capri-
cious weather of late June/
early July. The Burger 
Cook-off planners took an 
optimistic view of the dark 
and leaden skies. Those 
that made it to the beach 
were soon running back in 
fierce winds and pouring 
rain. Hooray for neigh-
bors Krisha McBride 
and Dave Lambie who 
opened their house to 
some 50 people so the 
party could continue. 
Judges Frank Ribando, 
Bryan Hughes and Nick 
Veljacich ruled over the 
three entries that made 
it to and off the beach. 
With his widow Cathy 
present, Jimmy Donn-
alin of “Blue Vu Terrace,” 
who passed away last 
year, was commemo-
rated by a new “Awesome 
Jimmy” burger award 

won by Gregg Weisser. 
Other winners included 
Rookie of the Year, 
Peter Boyle and Gloria 
Kemer and her grand-
sons. Although the sun 
was still bright at 3 p.m. 
on July 6, the forecast 
for later was horren-
dous: Remembering the 
previous Saturday’s rain 
and Sunday’s torna-
do-like wind and rain, 
Gregg Weisser prudently 
canceled the Seabay 
Beach Potluck party. 
The skies later cleared as 
nature giggled. 

Kismet delivered two 
beautiful, sunny days for the Sand Castle Contest and 
our Fourth of July celebrations. Many thanks to Sand 
Castle creators, Linda Knoth and Jacquie Jones, for 
the information and wonderful pictures they sent me. 
The winner in the Adult/Child category was “The Big 
Catch” with the Boyle, Carew, Crowe and Lambie 
crew. The children’s category winners was the Clif-
ford/Gordon crew with Clifford, Teagan, Dylan and 

Tucker. Other entries 
included Taylor Liot-
ta’s shark, Sam’s crab (a 
work in progress when I 
visited), and the Catalina 
Wine Mixers. All our 
local merchants contrib-
uted to the prize baskets.

Early forecasts for 
Parade Day – July 7 – 
were ominous, but the 
day was perfect. The 
floats were delightful 
and well crafted. Led off 
by a Kismet Fire Depart-
ment color guard with 
visiting Jesse Carew in 
naval whites and tradi-
tional mainland bands 
in the lead, a series 
of delightful wagon-
floats made their way 
around town to the bay. 
Following a patriotic 
salute, parade judges 
announced the winners 
of the categorical floats. 
The award for Most 
Historical went to “Fire 
Island Wrecker,” a 

pirate ship with Charlotte, Heather and Don Ahern. 
The Most Creative award went to the “Tiki Bar” 
with Ella, Patricia and Yoletta. The Most Topical 
Award went to “Save a Life” with Dom, Kelly 
and daughter, Elizabeth. The Most Patriotic award 
went to Whitney’s “Kismet Jitney” with Whitney 
riding. The Best in Show award went to “Save our 
Seas and Seals,” constructed with ocean trash and 
created by Lyden, Kai, Riley and their families. 
Other impressive floats included “Kismet Rescue” 
with Lizzie, Emma, Mattie, Madison, Emilia and 
Charlie; “Animal Crackers” with Lia, Allie, Ben, 
Zoey, Jayden, Jack and Lily; “May the 4th be With 
You” with Rocco, Frankie and Julia; and “Kismet 
Candy Land” with Nicolas, Ryan and Reagan. KFD 
served up its traditional barbecue as always, along 
with three fund-raising raffles. Carmine Padovano 
won the KFD 50-50 raffle, Pat Harp won the scratch 
lotto wheel and the cooler of cheer went to Jessica 
Abate. The bicycle, raffled by Kismet League for 
Animal Welfare, was awarded to the Dusty Ann 
– Mike and Dusty Makowski – with the winning 
ticket drawn by visiting sailor Jesse Carew.

Coming up tomorrow is the biggest community 
celebration of all – Kismet by the Bay. Last year’s 
event took up the whole bay area, with vendors 
and activities in six venues, including a children’s 
section and a dunking booth. There were auctions 
and raffles, all culminating in music by The Dirty 
Vice Band playing from the roof deck of “La Fami-
glia.” Everyone is invited. This is our community, 
this is Kismet. 

K I S M E T
by Bradlee White

Kismet Kapers

1. “Best in Show” float – Lydon, Kai, and Riley.

2. Sandcastle Winners: the Clifford/Gordon Crew.

3. “Most Creative” float – Ella, Patricia and Yoletta.
2

3

1
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TRUSTEES AND RESIDENTS again convened 
for the Village of Saltaire Board of Trustees meet-
ing on Friday, July 12, at 6 p.m. Many came direct-
ly from the ribbon cutting ceremony for the newly 
renovated Village Hall, which took place only 10 
minutes earlier. 

Mayor John Zaccaro Jr. commenced the meeting 
in welcoming all attendees, and acknowledging the 
progress and success of the new Village Hall. Mayor 
Zaccaro informed the meeting’s attendees that Vil-
lage Hall staff was currently working on moving in, 
with hopes of figuring out where everything within 
would officially be placed by the end of the summer. 

Department updates then began with Trustee 
Nat Oppenheimer, who gave a brief on all matters 
concerning the Saltaire Volunteer Fire Company, 
beginning with encouraging parents to get their 
children involved in the village’s Junior Firefight-
er Program, which offers community service hours. 
He continued with thanking the fire department for 
their role during and after the brief but powerful 
storm on June 30, as they responded to emergencies 
and fallen trees and power lines. Likewise, they 
were commended for their work on July 4, specifi-
cally in moderating bonfires.

Additionally, Oppenheimer informed attendees 
that the 2019 Saltaire Day Camp had commenced 
with fairly good enrollment, and more expected as 
the summer goes on. 

Trustee and Deputy Mayor Hillary Richard fol-
lowed with a report on the Saltaire Market, which 
she newly oversees. She assured the crowd that the 
market has been running well, its prices are compet-
itive, and that the weekend of July 4 was the biggest 
of the season for the market by far. 

Trustee Hugh O’Brien continued with an update 
on the current state of the village’s public safety. He 

began with a set of reminders pertaining to quality 
of life and general safety, including the prohibition 
of dogs or food on the beach, bikes on the dock, and 
scooters and skateboards anywhere in the village, 
as they have been disallowed in prior years. He also 
touched on a growing issue of people double riding 
on single person bikes in an unsafe manner. 

“A lot of parents do it, but it’s an extremely dan-
gerous thing, especially at intersections,” he said. Ad-
ditionally, O’Brien reminded attendees that they are 
required to use a flashlight when riding bikes at night.

One citizen raised concern about the immense 
amount of dogs seen on the baseball field, which 
O’Brien promised to look into. Another citizen 
raised concern about restoration of the bay walk pos-
ing as a fire hazard. The matter was moved to be a 
point on the agenda of the next meeting.

Following department updates came the matter of 
the Saltaire Fire Department’s 50th Anniversary In-
stallation Dinner. While the budget for the evening 
has typically been $15,000 in past years, the fire de-
partment asked for an increased budget of $20,000 
for this year, with reason being the 50th anniversa-
ry. The fire department is looking to bring back old 
‘60’s Willys Jeep, and create a more elaborate invita-
tion list. The dinner is funded by the fire department 
itself, however the board oversees budget expendi-
ture each year. The request for an increased budget 
was approved.

The next order of business involved grappling 
with the issue of bike parking. After receiving a no-
table number of complaints about an inability to park 
on the bayfront and bikes being blocked, specifically 
in front of the Saltaire Yacht Club, trustees bounced 
solution ideas back and forth.

Ultimately, it was decided that Trustee O’Brien 
would work alongside the yacht club and fire chief 

to come up with a short-term solution to mitigate the 
issue while a long-term solution is discussed. Mayor 
Zaccaro also noted that a component of the work to 
be done at 14 Bay Promenade will include additional 
bike and wagon storage.

The floor was then given to the citizens of Saltaire 
to discuss matters of their own concern. One citizen 
began with the issue of  baggage charge inconsisten-
cies on the ferry, stating that she was charged differ-
ently every time. Trustee O’Brien stated that these 
fares have always been in place, but have not been 
enforced consistently until now. While Mayor Zac-
caro stated that baggage caps and baggage pricing 
was not a matter discussed in the newly signed ferry 
contract, the board would look into the issue. 

Another citizen stood to touch on a sensitive and 
familiar issue among the community – the removal 
of Dr. Robert Furey, known by locals as Dr. Bob, 
from the position of the village’s primary health-
care provider. In a pre-written statement, which she 
delivered verbally, the citizen expressed concern 
about the potential impersonality of the medical ex-
perience in the shift from Dr. Furey to the North-
well Health Clinic set to open next season. 

Additionally, she expressed concern for Dr. 
Furey himself, asking if there could be some way 
to keep him connected to the village in suggest-
ing keeping him as a medical consultant or offering 
him a rented space, rather than “saying thank you 
and taking away his house.”

Mayor Zaccaro started by noting that Dr. Furey 
was involved in the long and complicated process 
of deciding to switch over to Northwell, and that re-
sources, insurance and liability were the main fac-
tors in making the switch.

Trustee Oppenheimer added that the concern of 
liability was not about Dr. Furey himself, but rath-
er, about the well being of the town. Might an in-
cident occur, the village risked lawsuits and from 
there, potential bankruptcy. Switching to Northwell, 
the board concluded, was the best and safest option. 

In terms of resources, the Northwell clinic will be 
able to provide the village with things the current clin-
ic could not, such as strep tests. Additionally, they will 
come with new equipment and a larger staff. 

Mayor Zaccaro added that the possibility of 
finding a spot for Dr. Furey to stay in Saltaire for 
next year and on was and still is being looked into. 
At the moment, because Northwell’s staff requires 
housing, there is no available space to offer. 

To conclude the meeting, Saltaire Fire Chief Josh 
Raeben delivered a few reminders. He urged citizens 
to be mindful of where they place their bikes – when 
they are placed dismissively on walks, first respond-
ers are unable to get where they need to go quickly 
and efficiently. He also reminded attendees to keep 
up to date with their smoke detectors, urging them to 
change them out if they couldn’t remember the last 
time they had done so.  Lastly, he opened an invita-
tion for all to the fire department’s 50th anniversary 
party, on Saturday, July 20, at 11 a.m.

Saltaire Town Meeting 7/12/19
By Danielle Lipiec

Cartoon by Eric Pederson  www.fireisland-news.com
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WHAT THE HECK’S been going on here? 
No sooner had the last column been put 
to bed (the precursor to putting it to sleep) 
than all sorts of mayhem broke loose – mi-
cro-squalls, torrential rains, possible torna-
does, hurricane-force gusts – up and down 
the island, mostly up – uprooted trees, up-
ended boats, upsurged seas, and more than 
a few upset stomachs. (And, we should re-
member, one tragic consequence, a death off 
shore of Seaview.) But the upshot is the up-
heaval passed as quickly as it had descended, 
the uproar nearly as quickly, and the upside 
was that most people suffered little more 
than a few minutes’ shock and awe, especial-
ly those aboard the 3 p.m. ferry, whose Pose-
idonesque sea voyage was memorialized via iPhone 
and posted on that sterling purveyor of truth, Face-
book. An unplanned planetary convulsion we faced 
down in the Summer of ‘19. Oh, yeah … and, uh, 
next time we’ll be sure to leave the dock house door 
unlocked. Sorry about that soaking, constituents.

On a public safety note, Mario Posillico will be 
sending out an email blast about this, but a gentle re-
minder to please observe bike safety rules – don’t use 
prohibited things like skateboards or roller blades, 
no electric bikes (unless they’re being pedaled man-
ually), observe speed laws (8 MPH) and above all:

• Ring bells at intersections
• Ride bikes with no more than the number of 

people they’re designed to carry. Blind intersections 
and riding kids on handlebars and bike baskets ar-
en’t accidents waiting to happen – they’ve happened, 
with severe injuries. To sum up, think of the ‘60s 
song “Les bicyclettes de Belsize” – ring the “bell” 
and remember the “size” of the bicycle. Don’t make 
us force Mario or Chief Bob to sing it to you. 

Okay, two major events this Saturday, July 20: 
the SCA’s annual House & Garden Tour begin-
ning at 10 a.m. by the Catholic church, and the Fire 
Company’s annual parade starting at 11 a.m. at the 
firehouse. Remember, this is the SVFC’s 50th An-
niversary, and the specially expanded parade will 
be followed by a specially expanded repast, in cele-
bration of the semicentennial but also in memory of 
parades passed and repasts past. Please turn out to 
watch, applaud, partici-
pate and, that favorite 
Saltaire pastime, eat. It 
really is a great menu, 
courtesy our own menu 
artiste, Patrick Adams 
of Market fame. We’re 
expecting the collision 
of the two events to take 
place at approximately 
11:07 somewhere near 
the intersection of Pacific 
and Harbor, so that’s the 
corner to be standing on.

As a heads-up for future SCA events, the Sand-
castle contest will be held Saturday, July 27, just off 
Broadway beach. But hark! The Saltaire Festival has 
burst the confines of a mere day long event, and will 
now be spread over two days. On Saturday, Aug. 3, 
three Saltairians-only events – the watermelon party, 
bay picnic and fireworks – will be held as anticipated. 
But it’s on Sunday, Aug. 4, after everyone has recov-
ered from Saturday, Aug. 3, that the Festival proper, 
open to all, will run its course. No, wait, that’s the Jog-
athon. Anyway, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. the Artisan 
Street Fair on Broadway 
will boast over 20 ven-
dors selling arts, crafts 
and jewelry, accompa-
nied by live music by lo-
cal musicians and a fes-
tive (what else?) lunch on 
the Saltaire Market deck. 
SCA still has some arti-
san vendor tables avail-
able, so visit their website 
at https://saltairecitizens.
org/events/saltaire-festi-
val to register for one. We 
understand the fireworks 
display (which, acknowledging the obvious, will by 
its nature be a bit difficult to limit just to Saltairians) 
will rival the one used to deflect attention from the 

President’s dry-run military 
coup the other week. Not 
that we’re exactly deficient 
in the display of quasi-mil-
itant hardware: we’ll be 
fielding a Fire Department 
mule and a Public Safety bi-
cycle in a display of mech-
anized force. Pre-planning 
for the invasion of Kismet, 
you know, but keep that be-
tween us. Apologies, mean-
time, for the first mention of 
the dreaded “August.” 

We did hold a mini-event last Friday, the offi-
cial ribbon-cutting to formally open the new and 
mostly improved Village Hall. Of course, it’s been 
open for several weeks already, and we marked its 
opening just after the office closed for the weekend, 
but irony is, after all, our by-word, and much like 
a vasectomy, the snipping was done in the spirit of 
utmost good humor, with just the slightest hint of 
urgency. (We had a meeting to get back to.) Mario 
produced the biggest pair of scissors we’d seen since 
they dedicated the towering inferno, Mayor Zaccaro 
gave an appropriately civil benediction, and without 
further ado, it was adieu to the hitherto intact ribbon. 
A word here about the great Kate’s (Valente) library 
program: kids’ book club, book bingo, story time, an 
adult author evening and sundry other offerings are 
drawing huge crowds and complementary compli-
ments this year. (The library itself looks great, too.) 
Kate works hard to provide imaginative and innova-
tive programs, so it’s definitely one Village Hall at-
traction you should, in the vernacular of the library, 
check out.

And just to show our civic-mindedness isn’t con-
fined solely to intra-villagian matters, the Fire Island 
Association’s annual members’ confab meets Satur-
day, July 27, at 1 p.m., at the Ocean Beach Commu-

nity House. Free water 
taxi service is provided 
both ways (first rule of 
the professional mer-
cenary: no one gets 
left behind), but you 
do have to call ahead 
to ask that they stop to 
let you jump aboard. 
“Working for Fire Is-
landers since 1955” 
is the FIA’s motto; I 
know the feeling. The 
new FINS Superinten-
dent, Alex Romero, 
will be speaking, but 
he’ll also be holding 

one of his town hall meetings here in Saltaire on Sat-
urday, Aug. 24, from 10 a.m. to noon, at the Village 
Hall. At the risk of overdoing the shaving (not, em-
phatically, Shavian) metaphors, it looks like we cut 
that ribbon just in the nick. 

S A LTA I R E
SALTAIRE SUMMERY by Hugh O’Brien

1. The refurbished Saltaire Library dazzles patrons 
with its programs, selection and air-conditioned 
splendor. (Photo by Mario Posillico)

2. Mayor Zaccaro cuts the ribbon and finds a brand 
new Village Hall inside. (Photo by Judy Rich) 

3. An uncanny re-creation of how the Fourth of July 
bonfire of the s’mores would have looked if the  
lens hadn’t gotten goo all over it.  
(Photo by Catherine O’Brien)
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THE OPENING NIGHT of Group Art Show “See-
Saw” was a “wonderful cultural showing for the 
community,” remarked longtime Ocean Beach res-
ident Lisa Pollack. That evening the Ocean Beach 
Historical Society was abuzz with people chatting, 
discussing the art and congratulating the artists. The 
whole community showed up to support their fel-
low residents and appreciate their work. Photogra-
pher Hellen Barbara has been coming to Fire Island 
since she was 15, first to Kismet and now to Ocean 
Beach. Watercolor Artist Charlotte Bravin Lee grew 
up in Fire Island, visiting summer after summer, go-
ing to the camp and later teaching art there. Yet at-
tendees didn’t need to know the artists personally to 
appreciate their work. 

Barbara’s photographs cover such broad themes 
as spirituality, relationships, ancestry, and the calm 
and chaos of daily life, taken in as far-flung countries 
as Cuba, Vietnam, India and Slovenia. She refuses to 
be “cornered into a certain genre” as a photographer, 
choosing to photograph portraits, street scenes and 
wildlife alike. More important for her is to get into 
the soul of the person, no matter where she is travel-
ing. She mused that “a lot of the beauty is seeing be-
yond the place.” 

Yet as fellow photographer and Seaview resident 
Robert Sherman commented, “Her hand is present 
in every photograph … there is a thread of continui-
ty in her work.” 

This concept of re-interpreting photographs is 
echoed in Bravin Lee’s work, as she uses photo-
graphs as “loose references” for her watercolor 
paintings. She favors “strongly lit” scenes, but often 
changes the colors and even the people in the pho-
tographs during the painting process. She aims to 
“evoke the photograph rather than exactly copy it.” 

Perhaps surprisingly, Bravin Lee is not pursuing 
art as a career – despite winning a Scholastic Na-
tional Medal for painting in 2014, and graduating 
from Kenyon College in 2018, with a degree in art 
history and a minor in studio art. She is, however, 
working in the arts, having recently embarked on a 
career in media makeup. She has worked on sever-

al short films and videos, was selected as a finalist 
for the International Makeup Artist Trade Show, and 
is soon to begin an apprenticeship at Juilliard in the-
atrical makeup. Asked of the common link between 
painting, photography and makeup, she pointed to 
her “fascination with characters,” naming artist Cin-
dy Sherman as an inspiration. Just as she helps direc-
tors “bring characters to life through makeup,” she 
does the same with her paintings, reimagining peo-
ple as different characters – seeing them as she wants 
to see them. 

Reflecting on the exhibit, she confessed that she 
“used to be a very introverted person,” sometimes 
feeling more of an observer, than a participant. 
Since then, growing up, going to college, and work-

ing in film have all encouraged her to become more 
sociable and outgoing, but her days as more of a 
“voyeur” have influenced her art. Yet her person-
al growth has also affected her work, since through 
the process of re-interpretation through watercolor, 
she interacts with the people represented in a way 
that she used to avoid when taking photographs 
from afar.

After perusing the art and enjoying refreshments, 
guests gathered on the back deck to hear the artists 
speak briefly. Barbara exclaimed, “Life is fricking 
awesome!” before urging attendees to “follow your 
dreams and passions.” Both artists thanked their 
families and viewers for their support and were met 
with hearty applause.

“See-Saw” 
Makes a 
Splash at  
O.B. Historical 
Society
By Alia Derriey 
Photos by Lauren Chenault 

 www.fireisland-news.com

Chris and Laura Mercogliano, Karen and Charlotte Bravin 
Lee, and OBHS Curator Linna Kantrowitx Salamone.

Former OBHS President Carol Kushner, Mel Joubert, Hellen Barbara, and Linna Kantrowitz Salamone.

Photographer Hellen Barbara discussing her artwork 
with a gallery visitor.
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IT WAS 2 A.M. ON SUNDAY, JULY 7, when Carol 
arrived on Long Island to file a missing-person report 
after a six-hour drive from Virginia. Her 19-year-
old daughter’s suitcase had been turned over to the 
police after being found on the side of a walk here 
in Ocean Beach, and she had been missing for three 
days. A culinary student, Carol’s daughter had joined 
classmates on the beach 11 days prior to her disap-
pearance to spend the summer working at a restau-
rant in town.

After taking Sunday’s 7 a.m. ferry, Carol spoke 
to police and stopped into every open business in 
an effort to find out where her daughter had been 
the night of July 4, and where she had been since. 
She met Helen Tannehill at Dockside Pizza, who 
took her number down. She was with Angela and 
Joe at Rachel’s when Helen called and asked if she 
could post a message about the situation online. 
Carol raced back and worked with Helen to spread 
the word.

By then, Harvey Levine had offered Carol a room 
at his hotel and printed copies of a flyer to hang in 
town. Helen lent her a stapler. As she traveled around 
town, she began to hear passersby talking about her 
daughter. It was around this time that I returned to 
my beach blanket and was startled to read that one of 
my neighbors was missing.

Within hours, Carol’s daughter was found with 
the help of the members of our community. After 
hearing through social media that the missing wom-
an may have been wearing a KISS T-shirt, the wife 
of a Fire Island Ferries captain called her husband to 
ask if he had seen anyone wearing such a shirt on the 
night of July 4. He had, and had called police after 
noticing the woman behaving erratically. Through 
this lead, Carol’s daughter was found in a Manhat-
tan hospital after being transferred from Southside, 
where she was initially treated. She is expected to 
make a full recovery.

“Look for the helpers,” Fred Rogers’ mother 
told him as a child. “There’s always someone who 
is trying to help.”  Carol took an extra trip back to 
Fire Island after being reunited with her daughter to 

return Helen the stapler she had accidentally kept 
in her purse – and to thank her for helping. She is 
also thankful to Harvey, and the ferry captains, and 
the 10,000 helpers who shared her daughter’s miss-
ing-person post online. Our community’s compas-
sion reunited a family within hours.

Our community also came together in grand 
style for the Fourth of July, with 80 festive wagons 
entered in this year’s children’s parade. The winners 
of the annual home decorating contest were both on 
Surf Road: The Middleton family at number 342 
won first prize and the Meyer family at 329 won sec-
ond. The parade crowd sang to former mayor Natalie 
Rogers in celebration of her soon to be 100th birth-
day, as she arrived by fire engine. Shortly after, trust-
ees Chris Norris and Matt Blake were sworn in for 
another term by Mayor Jim Mallott.

The ferry terminal has a new tenant: The Ocean 
Beach Chamber of Commerce. Organized last 
spring, the Chamber has opened a welcome center 
adjacent to the passenger waiting room. The center 
will be staffed by the Chamber’s more than 50 mem-
bers from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. most days, and offers 
brochures and menus from businesses throughout 
the community. The Chamber is launching its Ocean 
Beach Seafood and Music Festival from Aug. 6-8. For 
more information visit www.visitoceanbeach.com  
or call 631-583-OBFI.

Residents will start noticing benches reappear-
ing on beach overpasses over the next few months. 
While no schedule is set for installation on individ-
ual walks, the village will be working as time and 
space allows, with future improvements to north-
side steps planned on most walks.

A reception was held at the Ocean Beach Histor-
ical Society’s gallery the evening of July 13, to open 
a new exhibit featuring the works of local residents 
Charlotte Bravin Lee and Hellen Barbara. The exhi-
bition will remain on display through July 31, 2019. 
See Alia Derriey’s coverage on page 16 of this issue. 
The Historical Society also invites the public to sub-
mit photos of Ocean Beach homes from the first two 
decades of the 20th century for inclusion in their 

upcoming exhibit in August. Email obhistorical@
gmail.com for more information, or drop photos at 
the Community House.

The Seaview community came together with neigh-
bors for a showing of the film “Field of Dreams,” on 
the bay on July 13, sponsored by the Seaview Com-
munity Fund in memory of Howard Solomon. The 
Community Fund will be hosting game nights, featur-
ing board, card, and parlor games, every Wednesday, 
at 7 p.m., at Fire Island Synagogue, Beachwold and 
Midway, and all are welcome.

The Ocean Beach Youth Group is in full swing 
for the season. Camp Coordinator Patty Brahe would 
like to thank local artists Kim and Diane for partic-
ipating in programming for Teenswept, a free pro-
gram for children between the ages of 12 and 16, 
on Mondays and Wednesdays, from 7 to 9 p.m. Ping 
pong, air hockey, and a changing selection of activ-
ities are offered. On Thursday, July 25, the Youth 
Group is planning its first Drama and Dance field trip 
to the Argyle Theatre in Babylon. Visit www.obyg.
org for more information.

A golf cart is available for use by senior citi-
zens to travel between the ferry terminal and their 
homes; visit the police station to gain access. A driv-
er's license must be left with the police and will be 
returned upon return of the cart.

The east tennis court has been made available for 
additional wagon parking. Residents are asked to use 
the provided chains for locking wagons. Also note 
that the village’s next bulk garbage pickup day will 
be Wednesday, July 24.

Let’s all lend a helping hand until we meet again. 
Hope to hear from you soon.

Look for the Helpers

O C E A N  B E A C H  A R E A
by Joey Macellaro 

1.  Chris Mercogliano mans the phone at the new 
Chamber of Commerce Welcome Center.

2.  Free Union Church held a barbecue for young adults, 
on July 7.

3.  The community house was named in honor of 
former Mayor Natalie Katz-Rogers, on July 13.
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AFTER SEVEN successful years of 
running the Fire Island Open Wa-
ter Swim (OWS) in Atlantique, Bry-
an Krut, the owner of Open Water 
Swim Long Island, decided to shift 
his focus and dedicate his attention 
to helping children build confidence 
and gain the necessary skills to be-
come a lifeguard. The five-time Cross 
Bay Champion, Nationally Ranked 
All-American and Zone Champion 
and Nationally Ranked Ocean Life-
guard, has been a lifeguard on Fire Is-
land for more than 30 years. 

“Our last OWS in Atlantique was 
in 2018, and we were awarded the 
coveted National Championship 5k 
Long Distance Open Water Swim by 
United States Masters Swimming,” 
Krut said. “We raised over $45,000 
for Hospice Care Network over the 
duration of the swim. It was an amaz-
ing run.”

Krut always dreamed of starting a 
junior lifeguard program on Fire Is-
land. “This is where my roots are and 
Fire Island Ocean Rescue Lifeguards 
are some of the best in the country,” he 
stated. “We look forward to continuing 
this legacy.”

The Junior Lifeguard Program is 
offered through the Town of Islip and 
sponsored by Northwell Health South-
side Hospital. Krut piloted the first ju-
nior lifeguard program at Atlantique 
last year, during one week in Au-
gust. Since it was so successful, it was 

launched this year, and there are cur-
rently 100 kids participating.

The program, which began on 
June 29, is open to ages 9-16. The 
course will teach water safety and in-
troduce participants to the duties and 
responsibilities of an ocean lifeguard. 
Participants will practice lifesaving 
techniques, identify dangerous water 
conditions, learn to use rescue equip-
ment, and learn first aid, CPR and 
AED. While the course will not cer-
tify anyone to be a lifeguard, it will 
build a foundation of knowledge, at-
titude and skill in preparation for the 
New York State Level 1 Ocean Life-
guard Test. 

This year’s program consists of nine 
Saturdays, from 7:30-10:15 a.m. The 
cost is $200 for residents and $250 for 
non-residents. According to the Town 
of Islip Summer 2019 Recreation News 
[book], participants must be able to 
demonstrate the following skills: swim 
in front crawl for 100 yards continuous-
ly while breathing to the front or side; 
tread water for one minute using arms 
and legs; show a level of comfort on the 
back by floating on the back for 30 sec-
onds or swimming on the back for 25 
yards using elementary backstroke or 
back crawl; and submerge and swim a 
distance of 10 feet underwater.

“We are Town if Islip residents and 
are so excited to offer this program to 
our community,” Krut said. “The kids 
are having a blast!”

Ocean Junior Lifeguard Program at Atlantique
By Lorna Luniewski

Scenes from Fire Island Junior Lifeguard’s first Lifeguard Tournament of the season. (Photos by Aija Haynes/Fire Island Junior Lifeguard Facebook page)
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WE ARE JUST ABOUT at the midpoint of sum-
mer 2019, with approximately 70 days left, which 
is hard to believe. Seems like Memorial Day was 
just last week! And there is so much going on in and 
around Ocean Bay Park, it’s difficult to report it all.

There’s a new kid in town, I’m glad to hear it 
– sorry Eagles but I had to edit your iconic song. 
I finally got to meet Cleopatra LaPenna, Luke and 
Maile’s new daughter. Cleo, as she is called, is an 
adorable, not quite 6-pound little peanut. I know she 
will grow up to be as beautiful as her big sisters, 
twins Ember and Lorelei. Nobody can ever accuse 
Maile or Luke of giving their daughters ordinary, run 
of the mill names!  

Mazel Tov to OBP’s Travel Detective Peter 
Greenberg on your recent marriage to Hande Bayar. 
The wedding took place at the Bethesda Fountain 
in New York’s Central Park. Peter’s longtime Fire 
Island friend and fellow member of the OBPFD, 
Larry Mattiasen, and his wife, Debby, were among 
the small group of guests to witness the ceremony. 
Debby told me that a street musician was playing his 
violin nearby so a guest named Caroline asked him 
to play something as the bride was arriving.  It was 
totally serendipitous that the tune he played was a 
Turkish song from Hande’s native country! Just goes 
to prove that some things are meant to be. I texted 
Peter for permission to write about them and here is 
what I got back: “Absolutely! I am now an officially 
married man. First time. Last time.  I never wanted to 
get married, until the right woman showed up, when 
I least expected it. And “never” became “when.” I 
couldn’t be happier. In fact, I am over the moon!” 
Peter and Hande could have honeymooned ANY-
WHERE in the world, and they chose Fire Island. 
Congratulations and welcome to OBP, Hande. I 
know you will come to love this town as much as 

we all do.
Jaws were recently spotted in Ocean Bay Park. 

No, it was not a great white shark in the water, but 
on the big screen. The Seashore Condo Motel has 
started movie night for their guests and the first 
movie they showed on their 72-inch screen was 
that classic seaside horror movie. I still remember 
the summer of “Jaws” when 
I was petrified to go into the 
water at Rockaway Beach in 
Queens.  It also brought back 
memories of how much fun it 
was to go to the drive-ins on 
a hot summer night. The Sea-
shore’s Jeremy Gerard and 
Lisa Jaffe have some great 
ideas for additional commu-
nity events, so stay tuned.

Since July 4 was on a 
Thursday this year, we all had 
a really great four-day week-
end and there was so much 
going on it was hard to keep 
up at times! The Point O’ 
Woods-sponsored Grucci fireworks were spectacu-
lar, and the only downer was the fog that rolled in 
towards the end. Houses along the bay held view-
ing parties.  The OBPFD held its annual barbecue 
on Saturday, July 7, and as always, Tom Byrnes was 
there in his full Uncle Sam regalia. Not to be outdone, 
his better half, Robbie Harris, managed to hobble in 
on her new knee for cashier duty with Maryanne 
Reuther.  Paul Brincat was on clam shucking duty 
and stayed with it until the last clam was opened 
and eaten. It was a week for guests and everyone 
had someone staying with them. We had our three 
grandchildren, Nicklas, Samantha and Caleb, as 
well as Paul and Joanne Brincat, or as Joanie DeSe-
rio named them “the butter steaks.” On K-Street in 
Seaview, Larry and Debby Mattiasen celebrated July 

4 with a family-filled lobsterfest.
Every summer Superior Street’s Rachelle King 

goes globetrotting. Rachelle and I share the same 
birthday and also share a love of travel. As Gemi-
nis we have a need for new and far-flung adventures. 
Last year she traveled with her father and this year 
she is with some girlfriends. I knew she was away but 
wasn’t sure where she was this time, until I noticed 
the Facebook posting of her enjoying a Mythos beer 
in a beautiful seaside location and realized that she is 
in the Greek Islands. Looking forward to hearing all 
about this latest adventure, Rachelle, and how come 
you didn’t invite me?! 

Our own resident Zorba the Greek, Angelo 
Sakonas, and his partner, Tresa Pollack, hosted his 
brother, Demetrius, and his wife, Catherine, along 
with their two daughters this past weekend. Deme-
trius and Catherine will be spending the rest of their 
summer at their home in Greece. If they want a 
houseguest, I'm available, with or without Steve!

Fran Miller’s annual art show was held on July 
13, at Schooner Inn.  In addition to Fran’s unique 
canvas photography, some of the stand-out offer-
ings were Beth Sugarman’s silver and precious stone 
jewelry, Janice McBride’s framed needlepoint and 
embroidered pictures, and Frank Pilitteri’s stained 
glass boxes, and even though Fran Lobo’s mag-
ic makeup erasers were not technically art, they are 

fantastic at tak-
ing off face paint!  
It’s great that Fran 
Miller has kept this 
art show going and 
if you are interest-
ed in participat-
ing next year, let 
her know. Thanks 
also to Schooner’s 
Paul Mohring for 
being so commu-
nity minded.

Calling all 
parrotheads to 
“Escape to Fire-Is-
land-Ville,” featur-

ing the Ed Travers Band. This Auxiliary fundraiser is 
at the OBP firehouse on Saturday, July 27. Look for 
the flyers for info on purchasing tickets.

REMINDER: The annual Ocean Bay Park Asso-
ciation Community Fair is Saturday, Aug. 12, at 
Schooner Inn. We need donations and volunteers. 

Until next time, I hope you are enjoying the sum-
mer and especially Ocean Bay Park!

O C E A N  B AY PA R K
Barbara Gaby Placilla 

1. Mr. & Mrs. Peter Greenberg.

2.  “The Pizza House” gals at their fireworks  
viewing party.

3.  K-Street gathering with Debby and Larry Mattiasen, 
Jodi and Tom Lamping and Taylor and Jake Shapiro.
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WE CELEBRATED GAY 
Pride weekend here with lots of 
excitement. As we were watch-
ing the parade in New York on 
TV, we had a storm that was 
right out of the “Wizard of 
Oz” for 10 minutes right here 
in Cherry Grove. Trees, chairs, 
tables and other objects were 
destroyed and blown all over 
the place. We clicked our heels 
and we are back on track doing 
what we do to keep this town 
gay and fabulous.

I’d like to thank the won-
derful audience who attend-
ed the Rose Levine Show “I 
Gotta Be Me,” at the historical  
Cherry Grove Community 
House and Theatre once again, 
on Saturday, July 6. It was very 
exciting for me to be on stage 
singing and performing as I 
have done for the past 65 years 
in Cherry Grove. The musical 
director was Mark York, who I 
have worked with for 24 years. 
I want to thank Chris Bell and 
Dale Lally who were supporting 
me as backup singers and per-
formers. I would also like to publicly thank Martha 
Pitkin and Ellen Biggers for being my personal dress-
ers backstage. I’d also like to thank the stage crew, Jay 
Robinson, Maria Elena Passeretti, and Dave Medi-
na. A special thanks to Anita Auricchio for all of her 
devoted work. I also want to thank Matt Baney, Alli-
son Brackman, Sharon Weinberg, and JoAnn Orfanos 
for all of their help. And another special thanks to 
Richard Cooley for hair and make-up. And thanks to 
the Arts Project for inviting us back again this year!  

The CGCA had a very successful Italian Street 
Fair on July 6, at “Heaven and Earth,” with lots of 
homemade authentic Italian food, entertainment and 
great costumes. By the way, a happy 69th birthday to 
Diane Romano, who does so many wonderful things 
in Cherry Grove. We welcome Wanda Sykes back to 
the Grove, who has been working continuously this 
season. She will take a well-needed rest before going 
back to her TV and comedy routines. Richie Masta-
cusa had his family from Boston visiting with him 
including his mother, Marilyn; his sister, Diane; and 
his uncle and aunt, Bob and Debby Smith. This is 
their annual trip visiting the Grove. His partner, Wes 
Pope, could not be here because he is a dresser with 
“The Cher Show.”

The Garden Club had a very successful 23rd 
Annual Tour on July 7, featuring gardens on the east 
and west side of Cherry Grove. At 4 p.m., a cocktail 

reception was held at Ron Coombs’s home, “Phuket.” 
Peter Chase, the president of our Garden Club, is 
vacationing in Ecuador for 10 days with his family. 

Michael and I spent an evening of dinner and a 
show in Ocean Beach on July 7, at the Island Mermaid. 
We walked with Fire Island News editor, Shoshanna, 
to Housers to meet her husband and just as we arrived, 
we saw Rudy Giuliani getting on his boat and just 
leaving Ocean Beach. We just missed seeing him by 
seconds! Where was he off to – the Pines? 

Michael and I had a wonderful impromptu din-
ner party on Tuesday night at “Roseland.” Jan and 
Edrie happened to walk in and stayed for dinner as 
well as Peggy Samson and her cousin, Joan Beran-
baum, who stopped by after a drink in town. We all 
had a great time! Marty Byman is back in the Grove 
with his wife, Peggy, after commuting from London. 

Welcome back to Cherry Grove after being 
away for a year, April and Mario Scarpa. They 
are enjoying their time and looking forward to a 
great summer. Thanks to Lois and Dave Ritz for 
supporting all of the projects and events in Cherry 
Grove. Welcome back to Cherry Grove Mel Rock 
and Don Robb from Mechanicsville, Pennsylvania. 
They were residents of the Grove for many, many 
years, and continue to return every year. Kate Keen 
had her sister, Lori Keen, as her guest from Chica-
go. Lori is a visual marketing director for regional 

Bloomingdale’s stores. Kate 
is a creative director for For-
tune 100 companies. Her lat-
est and most prominent logo 
was seen on TV last month, in 
conjunction with Stonewall’s 
50th anniversary. Neil Sedaka, 
guesting with his old friend, 
Jackie Presti, once again vis-
ited us in Cherry Grove. They 
had dinner out with us – he 
even took a turn behind the 
piano, surprising the audience 
with three songs that he wrote, 
“Breaking Up is Hard to Do,” 
“Calendar Girl” and “Love 
Will Keep Us Together.” What 
a surprise for those diners.  

 Gay Nathan and Julie Para-
dise once again had their won-
derful July 3 cocktail party.  
Many of the old guard of Cherry 
Grove were in attendance. Their 
friends from Santa Fe, Dr. Frank 
Pieri and Dr. Gary Mihailk, rent-
ed a house in Cherry Grove and 
came especially for the Invasion 
and all the excitement. 

Jane Haber and Toni Ces-
ta hosted their annual pool par-

ty on a gorgeous Invasion day. At least 50 people 
attended during the day, going until 8:30 at night. The 
pool was 94 degrees and some of us never got out of 
it. It was a magical day coming right after a spectac-
ular Invasion. Four days later, Toni was rushed to the 
hospital for an operation for stents. She is thankful to 
now be back in the Grove and enjoying her life.

Gerri and Morgan MacWhinnie had a partial 
family gathering with their children and spouses and 
their grandchildren. Their daughter, Inez, returned to 
the island for 20 days from Mangawhai, New Zea-
land, where she has been living for the past five years 
with her family. 

Jack Dowling, Tommy De Mastri, and Joyce Yea-
ger shared their stories with a very receptive audi-
ence on July 13, at the Community House, at a 
matinee performance of “Gay Writers, Gay Stories.” 
Michael and I attended one of the weekly perfor-
mances of Hedda Lettuce in Cherry Grove. As usual, 
she’s knows how to work an audience.

C H E R RY G R O V E
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine

1. Jane and Toni’s pool party.

2. A friend brought the legendary Michael Musto  
to town!

3. Panzi made a grand entrance looking spectacular in 
her rainbow gown.

Having a Gay Day at the Grove
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THE PINES HARBOR was overflowing with excite-
ment, yachts, boats, noise, cheering, horns sounding 
and everyone celebrating an event that has become 
as important to Fire Island as July 4 in America. The 
people were shoulder-to-shoulder as we walked from 
the water taxi to the dock. I had to squeeze my way 
through all that to get to my VIP seat. 

Ariadne Villarreal, Randy Wilson and John 
Wood were getting the pre-show acts and all those 
responsible ready to welcome the Cherry Grove 
invaders. Robin Byrd was filming as she has done 
for the past 20 years. The show began with drag 
personality Shandela as MC. She was beautiful-
ly dressed in a red sequined gown and introduced 
Luis Villabon who sang, “Never Enough” from 
the movie “The Greatest Showman.” Then Rose 
Levine sang, “I Feel a Song Comin’ On.”  Jay Paga-
no, president of FIPPOA, spoke and welcomed all 
to this major historic day. Luis Villabon then sang 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” as the first boat was 
arriving into the Pines harbor. 

The first group to appear was the “Glitter Girls” 
(Panzi’s dancers), who included Michael Goddard, 
Shane Hoffman, Wes Pope, Dan Perry, Charlie Wil-
liams, Michael Serapiglia (did hair and makeup for 
the group), and Richie Mastascusa (choreographed the 
group); they are all from the Broadway dance world. 

On the first boat was Electra who did an eight-min-
ute skit as Bette Midler. While she was performing, 
the second and third boats arrived at the dock. Home-
coming Queen Victoria Falls, all in white with angel 
wings, performed on the dock and showed her talents 
with her entourage behind her. The groups were out-
standing, including the last group that came off the 
boat, which won as “The Most Tragic Group” (a play 
on words), which included seven people who Michael 
Fitzgerald hand painted, each in a different color, rep-
resenting the gay flag. Panzi was dressed in her rain-
bow colored dress as many other invaders had the 
same theme. Let’s call it the “Rainbow Invasion!”

After the Invasion, the “Glitter Girls” were invit-
ed to Jerry Mitchell’s home for a party. He is a Tony 

Award winner, as a director and choreographer for 
many Broadway shows. The Invasion began in 1977, 
when Terri Warren was denied a drink at a bar since 
she was in drag. Terri came back to the Grove and 
told Panzi about the denial of entry and a group of 15 
was organized to invade the Pines one week later at 
Tea Dance, which became a historic tradition. Today, 
Panzi, Lyn Hutton and I are the three surviving mem-
bers. We did not know that this would become such 
a historic event. 

Albert Lepage, Durrell Parish and Andre Almeda 
had their annual party at their beautiful beachfront 
home on Saturday, July 13, called the “Lobster Fest 
in Ogunquit, Maine.” As you arrived drinks were 
offered. When you arrived at the pool, to the right 
was a fantastic, overflowing raw bar with shrimp, 
clams and oysters. To the left of the pool was a piano 
set up with Dan Daley singing and the crowd sing-
ing along. Waiters served baby lamb chops, pigs in 
a blanket and deviled eggs continually. A sit down 
dinner was served for more than 100 people. Every 

guest got a full lobster, corn on the 
cob, clams, oysters and more. A fab-
ulous array of desserts followed. 
During dinner Cherry Grove super-
star Electra again performed as Bet-
te Midler. She included many of the 
guests in her act and brought every-
one together. We all had a fantas-
tic time and everything was done to 
on-point perfection!

Another night Michael and I 
were invited to a dinner party in the 
Pines at Bobby Michel’s house. Oth-
er guests were Lila Swell and Mitch 
Cirker. We had a great time, the food 
was delicious, and the house was 

beautiful. Michael and I walked back to the Grove in 
a pouring rain to find that the Grove had a blackout. 
Fortunately, we know our way around in the dark. 

The Pines Fire Department had their annual 
Thank You Party at the firehouse with all the trim-
mings: hamburgers, franks, coleslaw, potato sal-
ad, tossed salad, beer, wine, soda and more. All the 
firefighters were the chefs behind the hot barbecues 
and served all the food and drinks. Serving beer 
was Kyle Merker, a member from Water Island. Bill 

Haberman, who is 96 years old, is known to be the 
oldest resident and longest serving member of the 
Pines Fire Department, and his number is 7. Lots of 
raffle prizes were donated by many from the busi-
ness community in the Pines and Cherry Grove. 

Pete Buttigieg, a presidential candidate, could not 
make a fundraiser in the Pines, however his 27-year-
old husband, Chasten, stood in for him and attend-
ed a luncheon at the home of Evan Lobel where 100 
people were inspired and excited by his intellect and 
optimism. I personally spoke to him and he loved 
being in the Pines.

We mourn the loss of Richard Greene the twin 
brother of Clark. They have lived in the Pines for 
over 50 years and we will miss him. 

Upcoming Events:
• Broadway Cares presents DRA, their annual 

dance, July 19, 20 and 21. Tickets are still available 
at a table set up in the harbor.  

• Know Your Status, a free walk-in Rapid HIV, 
STD and Hepatitis C testing, at the Pines Care Cen-
ter, 577 Coast Guard Walk, is held on on Saturdays, 
July 20, Aug. 3, 31, Sept. 7 and 21; and Thursdays, 
July 26, Aug. 8, 22 and Sept. 12. Treatment for 
positive results is confidential and free. The clinic 
accepts contributions. Call 631-597-6160. 

• The 40th Anniversary of the famed beach party 
this year, Island of Lost Boys, July 26-28, is being 
coordinated by Frank Liberto, Alan Baum and Ran-
dy Wilson. Thanks to many volunteers: Tom Mei-
er, Cyd Waage, Rosemary Coluccio and Michelle 
McConvey, who are tirelessly working. Tickets are 
available at table set up in the harbor.

• Father Rowan celebrated his 37th year of offer-
ing Catholic mass in the Pines, with a luncheon in 
his honor, held on July 14. Mass is every Sunday at 
12:30 p.m., at Whyte Hall.

F I R E  I S L A N D  P I N E S
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine

1. The boobie prize? Hardly! To win “Most Tragic 
Group” is a high Invasion honor that Rainbow 
Dream took home. Kudos to them!

2. Michael Fitzgerald, Albert Lepage, Durrell Parish, 
and myself at the Ogunquit Dinner.

3. Getting a picture with Chasten Buttigieg took some 
persistence, but his entourage finally relented.

The Rainbow Invasion
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RESIDENTS AND VISITORS on Fire Island the 
first week of July may have noticed a camera crew 
in town. The acclaimed documentary series “Islands 
Without Cars,” distributed by PBS, could be seen 
being filmed in Ocean Beach, Cherry Grove, and at 
Fire Island Lighthouse, gathering footage for the up-
coming third season.

The premise of the Chicago-based series is to 
portray “what life is like on islands in the Western 
Hemisphere’s developed world that have managed 
to keep a well-worn foot in the past by restricting or 
forbidding the use of motorized vehicles,” as stated 
on the PBS.org website. In this spirit, the crew has 
traveled to far-flung locations that include Heligo-
land Island in Germany, the Isles of Eigg and Eas-
dale in Scotland, and Mackinac Island in the state 
of Michigan. 

“I think it is important to point out that our Exec-
utive Producer Melissa Sage Fadim thought of this 
concept of going to places without cars,” explained 
production director Terry Hesser. “A step out of 
time, perhaps, and documenting the memorable peo-
ple who define it. I believe it brings people together 
during a time of terrible divisions.”

The balance of the small but efficient crew in-
cluded Associate Producer Emily Booth, Photogra-
phy Director Jamie Margolin, and Mark Power on 
audio, as well as the effervescent host of “Islands 
Without Cars” herself – Kira Spencer Cook.

Television crews are nothing new for Fire Island. 
We saw them assembled at Cherry Grove and Fire 
Island Pines for “Fire Island,” produced by Logo in 
2016, and we saw the Travel Channel’s “Hotel Im-
possible “storm through the Ocean Beach neighbor-
hood that same summer. However “Islands Without 
Cars” stood apart – for while other crews remained 
detached and aloof – Kira and her entourage did not 
hesitate to mix with the crowds as full-fledged par-
ticipants, not just spectators.  

They toured the Fire Island Lighthouse, got in the 
thick of things at the Fire Island Pines Invasion, kicked 
back with some Rocket Fuels at CJ’s, and belted out 
show tunes with Ben Cameron during his Broadway 
Sessions performance at the Ice Palace. With the tour-
ism bureau Discover Long Island acting as liaison, 
some FIN staff had the pleasure of working with “Is-
lands Without Cars” crew directly, and they were a lot 
of fun… and we optimistic that the positive approach 
of this merry band of travelers will yield a more au-
thentic portrait of our island than attempts made by 
other outfits that came before them.

“What is the best dessert on Fire Island?” asked 
Kira who we suspect has a sweet tooth. Rachel’s 
Bakery blackout cake of course!

“Where is the best ice cream?” asked Terry Hes-
ser, who also happens to be Kira’s mom. This editor 
pointed them to Scoops, and that evening we passed 
by them sitting along the Village Green stoop enjoy-
ing their ice cream just like everyone else.

We don’t want to give too much away, but let’s just 
say you will see a few familiar faces when the pro-
gram airs. Alas however, we will have to wait – while 
viewers in the Chicago area will have the chance to 
watch the series in the spring of 2020, it is not ex-

pected to broadcast nationally until 2022 at the earli-
est. It will be interesting to see where we are all at by 
the year 2022, and how things were when we watch 
ourselves three years ago, recalling the time “Islands 
Without Cars” paid a visit to our home on Fire Island.

“Islands Without Cars” Makes the Rounds 
on Fire Island
By Shoshanna McCollum

The merry band of travelers: Kira Spencer Cook, Jamie Margolin and Emily Booth of “Islands Without Cars,” at 
the Invasion of Fire Island Pines. (Photo by Robert Sherman)

Kira and Emily behind the bar with Rob Webber at CJ’s. (Courtesy CJ’s Restaurant and Bar)
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Contest Rules:

1.  Follow us on Instagram at @fireislandnews.
2.  Use BOTH of the hashtags #fireislandnews and #FIfurryfriends.
3.  Post and tag us in your photo by the listed deadline.
4.  Make sure your account is set to public so we can see  

your photos!

Next Week’s Theme — Wildlife 
Please be respectful of wildlife and keep a safe distance  
when photographing.

Tag us in your favorite scenic Fire Island photos.  
Deadline for week four: July 29, 2019

2019 INSTAGRAM CONTEST 
Each week readers will be given an opportunity to  

showcase their favorite parts of Fire Island by following 
each issue’s theme and tagging us on Instagram.

@wolfgang.berg@whitecapt

@jamesarditophoto@scurran1012

WEEK 3 WINNERS — Fire Island Scenery
Fire Is land’s Longest Running News Source Since 1957
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS 
S. Penataquit Ave, Bay Shore - $999,000
 
Stunning 5 Bedroom, 4 Bath Colonial 
Meticulously Updated With Additional 4 
Bedrooms, 1.5 Bath Guest House! Private 
Compound Setting, Formal Living and Dining 
Room, 2 Wood Burning Fireplaces, Library, 
Chef’s Kitchen, Sun Room, Den, 2 Staircases, 
Central Air, Wine Cellar, 1 Car Detached Garage.
 
Contact Lisa Ann Smith, Licensed Real Estate 
Salesperson at 303-319-6152 at Meg Smith 
and Associates Real Estate 631-647-7013

100 Concourse, E. Brightwaters - $1,200,000

Classic Colonial on the Grand Concourse is 
What You Have Been Waiting For! Relax on Your 
Front Porch and Enjoy the Amazing Sunsets. 
Character and Charm Abound in this Unique 
Treasure. 6 Bedrooms, Master Ensuite and 
Sitting Room, 5 Fireplaces, 4 Full Bathrooms, 
Half Acre Meticulously Landscaped Property. 

Agents Michael McLaughlin and Garret Golden 
of Meg Smith and Associates Real Estate 
631-647-7013

Shore Lane, Bay Shore - $799,900

Beautiful Expanded Cape on the Water -  
7 Boat Slips, 2 Floating Docks, New Metal 
Gate Along Approx. 100ft of Bulkhead. Master 
Bedroom Ensuite w/Master Bath on 1st Floor. 
Kitchen w/Granite, SS Appliances, Living Room 
w/Fireplace and Den w/Waterviews and Sliders  
to Deck. 3 Additional Bedrooms on 2nd Floor 
and Renovated Full Bath.

Contact Margaret (Meg) T. Smith, Lic. Broker/
Owner and Christine Geraghty, Lic. Associate 
Broker, Meg Smith and Associates Real Estate 
631-647-7013
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S

FREE  DELIVERY  TO  
FIRE  ISLAND  FERRIES

Phone Today... 
Have it Tomorrow! 

For All Your Building Needs 
Everything from Deck to Roof!

33 Wall Street, East Islip

(631) 581-1869  |  www.EILumber.com

Cedar & Mahogany 
Our Specialty
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Battle of the Beach Houses  
Ocean Beach Association 9th Annual  
Best Dressed House Contest
By Leslie Tucker, Guest Contributor

Photo by James Hardy

ALL THE HOUSES that competed were en-
dearing, but one house eclipsed all others. 

Congratulations to 1st Place Winner, 342 
Surf Road! An array of flags and decorations 
filled the yard, but as I got closer to 342 Surf 
Road’s front yard and looked over the fence, I 
noticed a giant picnic table structure sporting 
a massive red and white gingham cloth. I saw 
rows of red and white picnic plates shaping the 
stripes, and a field of blue picnic plates, each 
securing a white cutout star. A red paper banner 
reading “COME AND GET IT!” crawled along 
the table’s front side. Could this be a call to ac-
tion? Then, at yard left, I saw a smaller ging-
ham covered table filled with toy picnic food, a 
cooked toy lobster outside of its pot, blue uten-
sils, napkins, toy ketchup and mustard bottles, 
all encircling Statue of Liberty and Freedom 
Tower centerpieces. Comfort food and free-
dom, united.

I chose 342 Surf Road as the winner because 
of its originality, the handmade craftsmanship 
plus the creativity of clever, thoughtful design 
– everyday, store-bought picnic plates trans-

formed. Yet there was another level of creativity 
that truly thrilled me, a theme emerged. Suste-
nance, represented by those picnic plates, paired 
with our iconic symbol of Democracy, remind-
ed me that in order to cross the 2020 finish line, 
we’ll need all the nourishment we can muster. 

We awarded 2nd Place to 329 Surf Road. 
There were head-to-toe decorations, from bal-
cony to garden. Several blow-up statues com-
manded attention. A Statue of Liberty stood on 
a scenic cloth, an American flag, a peace sign, 
a heart, flocks of standing flamingos festooned 
with patriotic garlands, and a small evergreen 
tree decorated for a red, white and blue Christ-
mas in July. Layers and layers of visual energy 
for sure, all lit up at night, but that giant picnic 
table stole my heart.

Leslie Tucker was a co-judge for the 2019 com-
petition. Ocean Beach Association invites all 
Ocean Beach residents to consider participat-
ing next summer. Like and follow their Face-
book page to stay in the loop about this and 
other OBA events.
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FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM FOR DAILY SPECIALS!
@HURRICANESOBP

POOL SIDE DINING LIVE MUSIC PRIVATE EVENTS
FIRE ISLAND HOTEL AND RESORT   

25 CAYUGA WALK, OCEAN BAY PARK, NEW YORK
631-583-8000       

   fireislandhotel.com/amenities/dining

Tuesday Night Beer & Burger Special!!! 
$15 from 5pm-9pm (dine in only) 

Wednesday Night All You Can Eat Ribs  
Special- $25 from 5pm-9pm

Steps Away - Miles Apart!
Casual  -  Elegant Bayfront Dining  -  Docking and Dancing. 

Largest Menu on Fire Island 
Largest Wine List on Fire Island. 

Weeknight Specials 
Monday - Sampler Night! All Entees Half Price 

Tuesday - BBQ and Craft Beer Night

Wednesday - Entire wine list 50% off NO exceptions. !  

Thursday - The Long Island Clambake-now with Crab Legs !  And Lobster. 

Live entertainment nightly. - visit the calendar of events at islandmermaid.com

@ i s l a n d m e r m a i d . c o m

(Reservations Suggested)
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 DINING REVIEW >> By Robert Levine

Island Mermaid
780 Bay Walk
Ocean Beach, NY 11770
631-583-8088
Hours:
Monday-Friday, noon-10 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

SCOTT HIRSCH BROUGHT a new culture to 
Ocean Beach. He began with drag shows many 
years ago bringing Cherry Grove icons to perform 
at his restaurant the Island Mermaid. On Sunday, 
July 7, Cherry Grove’s superstar Ariel Sinclair 
was the MC for a production introducing oth-
er Cherry Grove celebrities. Ariel has been doing 
her shows for more than 12 years. Her future per-
formances are Sunday, July 28; Sunday, Aug. 11; 
and Sunday, Aug. 25, at the Island Mermaid. Ari-
el also does drag bingo every Tuesday night, from 
9-10:30 p.m., for the rest of the season, and has 
been doing this for the past five years. 

Victoria Falls, FiFi DuBois and Brenda Dhar-
ling brought glitz, glamour, radiance and opu-
lence in all sizes: extra small, small, medium and 
tall. They performed as a group and then individ-
ually doing at least two or three numbers each 
with costume changes. The audience was thrilled 
and excited by such a creative and different kind 
of entertainment. 

I was there at that same space in the 60s and 
70s when it was called Goldie’s. Goldie Hawkins 
was proprietor and host and he played the piano 
during dinner. After dinner there was an open mic 
with locals and celebrities like Ethel Merman and 
others who would graciously come up and sing at 
random. We all thank Scott for introducing Ocean 
Beach to this wonderful kind of entertainment that 
we have been doing in Cherry Grove since 1948, 
at least a half-century. 

Prior to the show, Michael Fitzgerald and I 
arrived at the Island Mermaid where we had drinks 
and calamari at the bar. Our waitress, Christina, 
was very accommodating and pleasant as were 
our bartenders, Joe and Vicky. The calamari was 
served with a spicy almond and red wine tomato 
dipping sauce, which was delicious and refresh-
ing. We were pleasantly conversing with friend-
ly and welcoming people at the bar and made new 
friends before we sat down for dinner on the dining 

deck. Our seating was on the bay with a beautiful 
view of the Captree Bridge and the mainland east 
and west. The evening was warm, with a romantic 
atmosphere like an island in the Mediterranean. 
Luckily, the night was perfect with blue skies, but 
even if it were to rain they would put up a tent so 
that one could enjoy the same view.

Michael and I enjoyed a ribeye steak, which 
was cooked to our liking; it was tender and deli-
cious. It was served with mashed potatoes and 
assorted vegetables, which were fresh and tasty. 
The menu was extensive with many choices such 
as Linguini Frutti di Mare with shrimp, mussels, 
clams, scallops, white wine, lemon ricotta and 
tomato concassé, and also Murray Organic Chick-
en Breast with cauliflower puree, roasted cauli-
flower, baby carrots and wild mushrooms.

I enjoyed my Pinot Grigio and Michael had 
his tequila and grapefruit juice while admiring 
the view throughout the evening. The list of des-
serts was beyond anything I would order since I 
am watching my weight and figure. We saw other 

diners enjoying delicious desserts such as the warm 
Chocolate Bomb, a chocolate lava cake with choc-
olate sauce, fresh whipped cream and strawberries. 
Other famous Island Mermaid desserts are the Key 
Lime Cheesecake with a coconut cookie, raspber-
ry sauce, Ginger cracker crust and fresh whipped 
cream, and the warm Blueberry Tartlet with brown 
sugar crumble and vanilla ice cream.

We enjoyed our night in another community of 
Fire Island where we were graciously welcomed! 
We look forward to another evening at the Island 
Mermaid on the bay in Ocean Beach.

The Island Mermaid is a participant of the Ride 
on Us program with Fire Island Water Taxi. Water 
taxi transportation in communities between Kismet 
and Fire Island Pines is complimentary, with proof 
of purchase of a qualifying dinner entrée from a  
participating Ocean Beach restaurant. Learn more 
by calling Fire Island Water Taxi at 631-665-8885.  
Island Mermaid also offers a private marina for 
recreational boaters.

Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore  www.fireisland-news.com

Ribeye steak was one of  the mouth-watering daily specials.

Island Mermaids:  The only regular venue for drag performances west of the Grove can be found here. Pictured are 
Ariel Sinclair, FiFi DuBois, Victoria Falls and Brenda Dharling.  

Island Mermaid proprietor, Scott Hirsch.
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Save the past...
  Make it last.
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 CALENDAR >> by Lorna Luniewski | info@fireisland-news.com

SATURDAY, JULY 20
White Elephant Sale
The Seaview Community Fund holds a 
fundraiser, at The Wagon Park. Bring your 
wares to the Park between 8-9:30 a.m.; 
the sale is held from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. No 
clothing or shoes please. For details, call 
Adrienne at 917-658-6991.

Cherry Grove Archives 
Exhibit
“Reflections ‘69,” based on the 50th an-
niversary of the Stonewall rebellion, will 
feature Cherry Grove Archive materials 
from the late 1960s and early 1970s, at 
the Community House and Theatre, today 
and July 21, from noon-4 p.m. Curator 
Lee Sharmat has created a multimedia 
exhibition that includes photos, films, 
artifacts and more. For details, email 
troyafiles@gmail.com.

Forgotten Places &  
Moments in LI History
Richard Panchyk will lead a discussion 
about Long Island’s fascinating firsts, 
magnificent mansions and interesting 
characters, at Connetquot River State 
Park Preserve, Sunrise Highway, Oak-
dale, from 1-2 p.m., hosted by Friends of 
Connetquot. Books will be available for 
purchase. For required registration, visit 
www.friendsofconnetquot.org.

Bridgehenge 
Come one, come all to Fair Harbor Dock 
for the annual Bridgehenge, at 7:01 p.m., 
and celebrate the very moment the sun sets 
behind the bridge by chanting, stomping 
your feet, banging pots and making noise. 
The party begins when the Grand PooPah 
invokes the invocation and continues 
until the sun goes down. Participants are 
encouraged to arrive with a drink in one 
hand, a giant phragmite or bamboo in the 
other and adorned in a headband.  
For details, email djjaffe@gmail.com.

“Grease” Singalong  
Boulton Center 
for the Perform-
ing Arts, 37 West 
Main St., Bay 
Shore, presents 
an interactive 
screening of this 

classic movie, with live actors, at 8 p.m. 
Don your best 1950’s gear and watch 
the film while singing along to the lyrics 
on the screen and dancing the hand jive. 
Tickets: $20 reserved seating: $15 VIP 
member or groups of 10 or more. For 
information, visit www.boultoncenter.org 
or call 631-969-1101.

SUNDAY, JULY 21
Fun Family Show
Part of Long Island State Parks Summer 
Entertainment, Jester Jim’s show is filled 
with juggling, magic, audience participa-
tion, beat boxing, balancing and comedy. 
See him perform at Heckscher State Park, 
East Islip, at 2 p.m. Vehicle use fee: $10 

or Empire Pass. For information, call 
631-581-2100.

Summer Concert Series

Islip Arts Council, with support from the 
Natural Heritage Trust and NYS Office 
of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preser-
vation, presents  Buddy Merriam, at  
2 p.m., at Bayard Cutting Arboretum, 
440 Montauk Hwy., Great River. On 
July 28, Mary Lamont performs. An $8 
parking fee applies or Empire Pass. For 
details, visit www.isliparts.org.

TUESDAY, JULY 23
Summertime in the Park
This popular free Brown Bag Lunch-
time Concert Series is held at Dr. Kings 
Park Gazebo, Main Street, Bay Shore, 
at 12:30 p.m., presented by Islip Arts 
Council with support from Bay Shore 
Chamber of Commerce and BID. Today 
Linda Ipanema performs; on July 30, 
Lone Sharks takes the stage. For in-
formation, call 631-224-5420; or visit 
www.bayshorecommerce.com.

Bingo!
Kismet bingo nights are held at Kismet 
Firehouse, tonight and every Tuesday. 
Children and adults at 7 p.m.; adults only 
at 8:30 p.m. Cost: $10 for five games; 
additional cards $2. Blackout Bingo; 
50/50: $10.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24
Yoga on the River
The National Park Service offers free Vi-
nyasa yoga classes at Patchogue-Watch 
Hill Ferry Terminal, 150 West Ave., 
in partnership with the Friends of Fire 
Island National Seashore, today and 
every Wednesday through Aug. 7, from 
7-8:15 a.m., with certified instructor Ra-
chel Kladias. All levels welcome; bring 
yoga mat, drinking water and sunblock. 
Inclement weather cancels. For informa-
tion, visit www.nps.gov/fiis.

Jr. Lighthouse Keepers
From 10 a.m. to noon, children ages 7-12 
can meet at Fire Island Lighthouse for a 
family event. Today  is all about the prop-
erties of light working to keep ships safe 
out at sea. Come see the original Fresnel 
lens installed in the Lighthouse in 1858, 
and view the new interactive exhibit cre-
ated by Protozone.  On July 31, explore 
the life of the Great South Bay on Seining 
Day. Families are invited to join our two 
experts (who will explain about the ma-
rine life that is discovered) and sein in the 
bay just north of the Lighthouse. Bathing 
suits, water shoes and towels are required. 

Cost: $10 for each program; children 
must be accompanied by an adult.  
To register, call 631-661-4876.

Concert
The Symphonic Band of Bay 
Shore-Brightwaters performs classics, 
show tunes, pop music and more, at Dr. 
Kings Park Gazebo, Main Street, Bay 
Shore, tonight and July 31, at 7:30 p.m. 
Fifty plus musicians, ages teens to seniors, 
are conducted by Joel Levy and Terry 
Nigrelli. For details, call 631-665-7003.

THURSDAYS, JULY 25
Alive After Five
Greater Patchogue Chamber of Com-
merce holds its free summer street fair 
along Main Street, with six stages of live 
music and entertainment, more than 90 
craft and retail vendors, 11 food trucks, 
children’s activities and amusements, a 
Chinese auction and much more. This 
event will honor women in the arts.  
For details, visit www.aliveafterfive.com.

FRIDAY, JULY 26
Juried Art Show
Sagtikos Manor Historical Society and 
Babylon Citizens Council on the Arts 
presents  “Sagtikos in Bloom,” an indoor 
art show featuring local artists. View the 
art during Manor House tours (fee applies) 
today, July 27, 28, Aug. 2, 3 and 4,  
from 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. For details, call 
631-587-3696 or visit www.babylonarts.org.

SATURDAY, JULY 27
FIA Meeting
Fire Island Association holds a summer 
membership meeting at 1 p.m., at Ocean 
Beach Community House. Get the latest 
FIA updates plus join in the first of a 
series of Town Hall meetings with FINS 
Superintendent Alex Romero. Water 
taxis are free, compliments of FIA and 
Fire Island Ferries. For information, visit 
www.fireislandassociation.org.

1000 Hands Tour
Patchogue Theatre for the Performing 
Arts, 71 East Main St., presents Jon 
Anderson, the lead vocalist and creative 
force behind YES, at 8 p.m. Tickets: 
$59-$89 plus fee; a backstage meet and 
greet additional $125. For information, 
visit www.patchoguetheatre.org or call 
631-207-1313.

Classical Piano Recital
The Seaview Community Fund presents 
world class pianist Vanessa Cunha, at  
the home of Diane Charlap, 33 Home-
site, Seaview, at 8 p.m. Tickets: $25, 
on sale weekend mornings across from 
Seaview Market.

MONDAY, JULY 29
Food, Film and Fun
Town of Islip hosts a night of food trucks, 
crafts, games, a film and family fun, at 
Brookwood Hall, East Islip, beginning at 
6 p.m. Movie, “Night at the Museum,” 

begins at dark. For details, call  
631-224-5430; or visit www.islipny.gov.

TUESDAY, JULY 30
Alive By The Bay
The Bay Shore Restaurant Committee 
and primary sponsor Southside Hospi-
tal Northwell Health, host this popular 
event, featuring live music, arts and crafts 
vendors, kids activities, and more,  along 
Main Street in Bay Shore, from 5-9 p.m. 
For information, visit Facebook.

Annual EMS Lecture
The 10th annual EMS lecture  is held from 
5:30-9:30 p.m., at Cherry Grove Commu-
nity House Theatre, Bay Walk, organized 
by Cherry Grove Fire Department. “The 
Truth Behind Vaping” is presented by Suf-
folk County Sheriff’s Office, with instruc-
tors Suffolk County Sheriff Errol D. Tou-
lon Jr., Deputy Sheriff Captain John Rung 
and Deputy Sheriff Investigator Michael 
Kern. “Overdoses, Substance Abuse & Ad-
diction” is presented by Michael Delman 
MD, FACP, FACG, DFASAM, assistant 
professor of medicine Zucker School of 
Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, president 
New York Society of Addiction Medicine, 
and  medical director Seafield Center. 
There is no fee for the ferry or parking if 
you are registered for this class (must pres-
ent hand-held ticket). Ferry departs from 
Sayville Ferry Service, 41 River Road, at 
5:30 p.m. SHARP; return ferry will be the 
regular scheduled ferry at 9 p.m. SHARP. 
Please plan to arrive early for parking, 
and carpool if possible, parking is limited. 
Pizza, Caesar chicken salad and ice cream 
provided by Community Ambulance 
Company. For required registration, visit 
fireislandcme.eventbrite.com.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2
Concert
Islip Town presents the West Islip Sym-
phony Orchestra, at West Islip Beach. 
Beginning at 6 p.m., music, games and 
food trucks; featured concert at 7 p.m. 
For details, call 631-224-5430.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3
Gala Benefit
Ocean Beach Community Fund hosts its 
annual benefit dance, Woodstock 50th 
Revival, at Windswept, at 7:30 p.m., with 
local DJ Phat Matt. For more informa-
tion, email oceanbeachcommunityfund@
gmail.com.

There is no fee to post your public 
event in the Fire Island News  
community calendar. Email us at 
info@fireisland-news.com with list-
ing date, time, contact information 
and optional graphic for your Fire 
Island or South Shore event. Due to 
limited space, all event listings are 
subject to modification at the sole 
discretion of Fire Island News.

By Lorna Luniewski
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SET ON 14 ACRES OF LUSH GREEN public park 
grounds directly on the Great South Bay, there sits a 
little piece of Long Island heaven that has huge sto-
ries to tell, The Long Island Maritime Museum. 

Founded in 1966, the museum today offers fam-
ilies not only a place to visit, learn and explore our 
rich nautical history, it’s also a place where some 
find themselves reconnecting to their childhood. In 
addition, here you can find many special programs 
and exhibits that are a gateway to sustaining and im-
proving our environment.  

 Entering the museum’s main building my daugh-
ter and I were pleasantly greeted by another moth-
er-daughter duo, Nancy Yurkerwich and Jessica 
Vecchione, who graciously introduced us to the mu-
seum’s special exhibits. “It’s a great place to step 
away for a while,” Yurkerwich said to me. Which is 
true – it’s one of those places that has so many things 
to catch your attention when you walk in, it’s easy to 
lose track of time while your there.   

Located in the north gallery is the newest exhibit at 
the museum, “Wrecks, Rescues, and Guiding Lights.”  
This interactive exhibit is highly engaging for all ages, 
but I’m pretty sure that the kiddos will especially love 
it as it includes video screens full of important mar-
itime history information and, well yes, games!  We 
personally could’ve stood there all day. 

Arlene Stephani, who has worked for the muse-
um for 15 years, along with her colleague, Barbara 
Forde, who has dedicated 30 years to the museum, 
spent countless hours getting the above exhibit off 
the ground, and then running. Besides the astounding 

250 shipwrecks they uncovered, Stephani applauds 
Forde on her researching skills that also uncovered 
“lighthouses, the lifesaving stations, and the lifesavers 
themselves.” While Stephani herself, “collected mate-
rials, edited and added info” throughout the process. 
As far as the documents they utilized for such a mas-
sive undertaking, Stephani said, “We always used pri-
mary source documents such as the USLSS annuals.”

Yurkerwich and Vecchione especially love hear-
ing stories from many of the folks that come to visit 
that make a clear connection to the maritime histo-
ry that abodes at the museum. “We learn something 
new every time another visitor comes in.” One such 
a time, a lovely lady came in and saw the exhibit 
of the “Andrea Doria,” which you can view when 
first entering the museum.  The guest emotionally re-
called herself as a young girl wearing her white dress 
and fine shoes, almost identical to the young girl in 
the photo that is displayed.    

Vecchione pointed out the verdant gardens that 
fill many spaces on the grounds surrounding the mu-
seum are, “purposely filled with native species flow-
ers,” important to keeping butterflies and bees not 
only happy, but coming back. Throughout the year, 
kids can be part of camp programs that incorporate 
arts and crafts specifically meant to help sustain these 
precious insects along with the rest of our fragile en-
vironment. Mary Sullivan and Erin Becker oversee 
these programs.

Sullivan explains, “Even during the winter 
months we connect crafts to helping the environ-
ment during the warmer months,” as the kids cre-

ated bee houses made from pieces of bamboo. They 
also just released a Monarch butterfly into the Long 
Island wildflowers near the museum. Last year the 
kids were able to witness the entire metamorphosis 
occur.  She also invites all ages to come into the mu-
seum to ask how they can help butterflies flourish in 
their own gardens.

In another program, “Story Time By the Bay,” 
that takes place during the cooler months, Becker 
reads aloud to younger children, along with creating a 
craft. The museum also offers events during the win-
ter months for the adults as well, that have in the past 
been fireside in the stunning Elward Smith III library.  

Finally, Stephani pointed out the importance of 
visiting The William Rudolph Oyster House locat-
ed on the park grounds while you are here, in order 
to learn about the history of oystering on Long Is-
land.  It seems that in doing this, we may have a bet-
ter chance in helping these mollusks flourish in this 
area once again, while helping to restore the Great 
South Bay. The little but mighty house itself has 
gone through several serious renovations, including 
having to be completely rehabilitated after Sandy. 

There is no way to come away from this museum 
without a whole new perspective on maritime histo-
ry, especially when it came to saving and enriching 
lives. Locals and out of town visitors alike should all 
make it a point to visit the Long Island Maritime Mu-
seum.  It truly is a connection to the past that gives 
hope for the future.

To learn more about the museum and all it has to 
offer, check out their website at www.limaritime.org.

The Long Island Maritime Museum

 GREAT SPACES >> by Rebecca Hoey / photos by Sean Fitzthum

Set on pristine waterfront Suffolk County parkland, 
the LIMM welcomes you.

U.S. Lifesaving Service on Long Island.

Boat lovers rejoice!

Period set rooms hark back to an earlier era.

Both a boat ramp and portal through time.

Long Island’s nautical heritage is preserved 



Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  J u l y  1 9 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   3 7

Let’s go to the NAUTICAL MUSEUM
There are more than 40 ocean-related items exhibited, be they creatures, mythical beings, or tools of the sea-faring trade!

 ADULT COLORING PAGE >> by Lauren Stevens

© Lauren Stevens
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 ADVICE >> by Camille Mercogliano

Ask Camirose

Dear Camirose,
I am very torn about something 

going on in my ‘friend circle’ right 
now. My very best friend, who I will 
call Lucia, is dating a guy … let’s 
just call him “Arthur.” Arthur treats 
Lucia as if he has died and gone 
to heaven. Lucia treats Arthur as a 
nice guy who helps her pass the 
time. The dilemma is that recently 
Arthur asked me to go to the jewelry 
store with him to help him pick 
out an engagement ring for Lucia. 
I feel so torn. I don’t want to see 
him waste his money because I 
really think Lucia will say no. On 
the other hand maybe she will say 
yes. Who knows? Do I tell her what 
he’s planning so she can talk to 
him before he buys the ring and 
potentially ruin the plan if she was 
going to say yes? Do I say nothing to 
her and tell him my fear? Or do I do 
absolutely nothing and let the cards 
fall as they may? 

 — HELP! 

Dear Help,
My two answers are between 

say nothing and tell Lucia. I’m going 
with tell Lucia. Engagement rings 
are so expensive and it really is 
unfair to Arthur to be stuck with an 
engagement ring and no fiancé. 
She is your best friend. Ask her what 
she would do if Arthur asked her to 
marry him. If she says she would say 
yes, then you can stop worrying. If 
she says she’d say no, I’d tell her 

his plan. Hopefully Lucia would not 
want to hurt him and would handle 
it however necessary. Sometimes 
intervening works the opposite way 
we expect, even when we have the 
best of intentions, so tread softly.

— Camirose

Dear Camirose,
I rent a home in Saltaire every 

year. I’ve been doing this for the 
past 15 years. I have a very good 
friend who has two 15-year old 
boys. She has recently gone through 
a horrific divorce, her husband 
is not helping in any way either 
financially or with the children, 
and one of her sons is not handling 
it well. She has called to tell me 
the problems she is having with 
him, and all of the destruction 
he is causing in her home, both 
materialistically and emotionally. 
He has been so difficult that his twin 
brother is afraid of him at times. I 
really worry that she is on the verge 
of a nervous breakdown. I told her 
to come for a girl’s weekend so that 
she could relax and rejuvenate. 
Well, she showed up with both 
boys, saying that their father had 
bailed out on them for the weekend 
and she couldn’t leave them alone, 
and she didn’t think I’d mind if she 
brought them with her. I am still 
reeling from the visit. 

Everything was fine until late 
Saturday afternoon when she told 
them we were going out to eat and 

to start getting ready. The one son 
said ok and went into the bedroom 
to change. The difficult son started 
screaming that he didn’t want to 
go out to eat. His rage escalated to 
unbelievable heights. He punched 
several holes in the walls and 
actually slammed the refrigerator 
door so hard it broke the door. We 
were all literally cowering in the 
living room. Two of my neighbors 
came over to see if everything was 
ok, which made him even worse.  
I was mortified. 

Eventually the tirade stopped 
and he fell asleep. My friend was 
in tears and her other twin was 
comforting her. If I had not seen this 
with my own eyes I would never 
even believe it. As the weekend 
was officially ruined, my friend 
packed her stuff up and they left on 
an evening ferry. She told me she 
would take care of the damages 
and could not apologize enough 
for everything that transpired.

My problem is that the landlord 
heard about the ruckus from the 
neighbors and stopped in to look 
around. He is now telling me 
that he does not want me to have 
anyone come in to fix anything, 
that he will take care of it, but that I 
am losing my security of $2,500. I 
am sick over this. My landlord has 
known me for 15 years and I have 
never had any problems. My friend 
offered to pay for the damages, but 
has no idea it’s costing me $2,500. 
She has no money, as she has lost 
just about everything during this 
divorce. I just feel so angry at the 
whole situation and completely 
saddened for her and her children.

 — What To Do?

Dear What To Do?
Wow! This is some situation. 

First off, I feel so bad for this boy 
who is so filled with rage. I feel 
bad for his mom who was left with 
handling it alone, and the twin 
brother who is absolutely being 
affected in a negative way by his 

brother. I will start my answer off by 
saying shame on their father! How 
can a parent can just walk away 
from their children? The mother 
and her boys need to get into 
counseling. I think family counseling 
for the three of them, individual 
counseling for each of them, and 
very importantly the troubled son 
should be in an anger management 
group to help him navigate through 
this huge rage. If his anger is not 
brought to a manageable level, 
he may even need a psychiatric 
evaluation or medication. If this 
situation continues to go unchecked, 
things can escalate to the point of 
finding himself in trouble with the 
law. I realize the father is not really 
helping out, but if he is not clear 
as to the level of his son’s rage, 
he should be informed. It is so 
important that this child realize that 
he is not alone and he is loved and 
cared for regardless of his parents 
split and regardless of his behavior.

As for your friend, I understand 
that she is going through a lot, 
but that doesn’t excuse her from 
rectifying the behavior. Start by 
getting a dollar estimate from a 
professional handyman you trust. 
If there is a wide disparity between 
the estimate and your security 
deposit, perhaps discuss it with your 
landlord. Maybe he was just taken 
aback when he saw the damage 
and spoke rashly. I think you also 
should inform your friend of the 
outcome. Perhaps her husband can 
help her out with the cost. Hopefully, 
this will not affect your friendship. 
It’s times like these that we find out 
who our friends really are.

— Camirose

 
Names and locations have been 
changed to protect the privacy  
of individuals. Questions for 
Camirose? Write to her at  
advice@ fireisland-news.com.

Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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HERE IN CHERRY GROVE we have traditions, 
legends, celebrations and surprises, but rarely do all 
of those things come together quite so beautifully in 
one evening unless you were lucky enough to score a 
ticket to “I Gotta Be Me,” staring Rose Levine, at the 
Cherry Grove Community House and Theater. Rose 
is a force of nature here in the Grove, and for the past 
60 odd years has never disappointed with her annu-
al show. 

This year she was particularly ambitious with 
more than 30 songs mostly “up in one” and constant 
costume changes (she does her own wardrobe by the 
way). She proved once again that no one else can do 
what Rose does. Not only is Rose’s show a tradition, 
she is a legendary performer, and this show is a cel-
ebration of her long career, and the spirit of Cherry 
Grove, entertaining and inspiring us all with passion, 
talent and love.

It is fitting that the Grove’s longest running cab-
aret star is performing in the oldest Gay Theater 
in the USA. Rose opens the show as her alter ego, 
Bob Levine, reciting a Jewish blessing in prepara-
tion for his Bar Mitzvah and reminisces about finally 
becoming a man. As his present, his parents tak-

ing him to his first Broadway show, “The Boys In  
The Band.”

After this experience, where he was apparently 
bitten by the performance bug, he rolls into “Broad-
way Baby,” then “I Enjoy Being a Girl,” followed by 
“Gorgeous,” while explaining how he fashioned his 
first drag outfit from drapes and yarn wig. 

Singing “If you Could See Her Through My Eyes” 
demonstrates how he fell in love with his alter ego, 
Rose. Once he embraces that persona he takes us 
through some highlights of his illustrious career here 
in the Grove, reminiscing about his first time doing 
a solo show with “I Put a Little More Mascara On,” 
while transforming from young Bob to Rose on stage.

Rose displays her confidence with “I Don’t Care 
What People Think of Me,” followed by “Happy Go 
Luck and Plucky,” which certainly is more truth than 
poetry, if you know our Rose. 

Chris Bell, a talented singer and amazing dancer, 
sang “Here Comes Rosie Now,” then Rose returns to 
the stage to sing my favorite song of the evening, an 
original song written by David Baker for Rose about 
her famous column in the Fire Island News, “Read 
Rose Levine,” followed by “Rose of Cherry Grove,” 

to the tune of “Rose of Washington Square.”  A third 
of the way into the show there have already been 
eight costume changes – the only other performer to 
change clothes this often on stage is Cher!

Then Rose took us back to her first solo show, a 
benefit for the Doctor’s Fund in 1971, with anoth-
er song written for her by Bob Waxman, “Tomorrow 
You will Find Me Singing my Song,” and another 
original tune by Musical Director Mark York, “Inde-
scribable Rose.”

From there we were treated to an Ethel Merman 
tribute, several Cole Porter songs, some tunes from 
“Funny Lady,” Jerry Herman, and a charming duet 
of “Bosom Buddies” with Chris Bell.

 In the second act, Rose appeared in a bustier and 
plaid wrap train that led into seven or eight quick 
changes for each new song, winding up in a peacock 
wrap and belting the big number from Sunset Boule-
vard, “Never Said Goodbye.”

Rose wrapped up her show with “I Gotta Be Me,” 
truer words were never sung. 

Needless to say there was a standing ovation, lots 
of rose bouquets, and hugs and kisses all around.  
Until next year, we celebrate Rose.

Rose Levine: “I Gotta Be Me”
By Gil Neary

Rose Levine never says goodbye… (Photos by Mike Fisher, cherrygroveguys.com) FIN features prominently in “Read Rose Levine.”  
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 BOOK REVIEW >> by Rita Plush

“Sewing the Rainbow”
The Story of Gilbert Baker  
and the Rainbow Flag
By Gayle E. Pitman
Illustrated by Holly Clifton-Brown
Magination Press $9.99
Children 4-8 

“SEWING THE RAINBOW” is the illustrated story 
of Gilbert Baker, gay man and activist, who in 1978 
flew his rainbow flag for the first time, the banner 
that became the worldwide symbol of the LGBTQ 
community. 

The book takes readers to a Kansas town where 
“everything was gray and flat” and contrasts it with 
a little boy named Gilbert who was “full of color 
sparkle and glitter.”

Gilbert is most at home in his grandmother’s 
colorful clothing store. Illustrator Holly Clif-
ton-Brown has her happily sewing as her grandson 
draws beautiful gowns and costumes he dreams of 
bringing to life. Mr. Baker does not appreciate his 
son’s artistic gifts and one spread has him angri-
ly ripping up his drawings and taking away his 
art supplies. Surrounded by more boyish building 
blocks and Erector sets, sports gear and slingshots, 
rather than his drawing pad and pencils, Gilbert’s 
“glittery personality fades.”

The storyline skips ahead to when Gilbert is 18 
and he gets a draft notice that knocks “every bit of 
sparkle out of him.” Army life does not work out 
well for the young draftee. He doesn’t want to carry 
a gun; they call him “ugly names.” He’s sent to San 
Francisco, “where he would never have to pick up 
a gun again.” 

Clifton-Brown amps up her pallet with vivid 
colors when Gilbert gets to the Bay Area. She does a 
fine job matching his mood with circular and buoy-
ant drawings capturing the “MAGIC” he experiences 
when he arrives there. He can finally breathe and be 
his “colorful, sparkly, glittery self.” 

Gilbert teaches himself to sew the elaborate 
costumes he imagined and drew as a child. Fuch-
sias, purples and turquoise, trumpet skirts and 
flounces take center stage in his outfits for Mama 
José and Sylvester (not spelled out in the text but 
explained in the extensive author’s notes, they are 
drag performers). 

There were other instances where 
I had to refer to the notes in order to 
make sense of the text, e.g. “the constant 
reminder of evil,” Gilbert discusses with 
his friend Harvey [Milk]. Reminder of 
evil? I was confused till I read Pitman’s 
explanation that the pink triangle that 
identified the gay community during the 
Holocaust came from Nazi Germany 

Bolts of fabric, pails of paints, trash-
cans used for dyeing, washing machines 
for rinsing the panels of the flag, give 
young readers the idea of the rainbow flag 
in production.

“Today, the rainbow flag is every-
where…” and whenever you see one 
“you’ll know that it’s okay to be your 
colorful, sparkly, glittery self.” 

The author uses iterations of “colorful, 
sparkly, and glittery” six times, the word 
gay not once. Gilbert Baker was gay and 
he was ridiculed and humiliated for it. 
He made the pride flag to take away the 
shame and to celebrate difference. If this 
book is a shout-out to youngsters to be 
themselves, whatever that self might be – 
there are books for young readers that do 
address the LGBTQ community – instead 
of skirting the issue (no pun intended), 
Pitman could have been more direct about 
Baker’s sexuality. That would have given 
the book some real sparkle!
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 NYC THEATRE >> by Leonard Feigenblatt

“King Kong” “Beetlejuice” 
“KING KONG” takes its plot from 
the iconic 1933 film that starred Fay 
Wray as Ann Darrow. Carl Denham 
is a director who promises to make 
actress Ann Darrow the star of his next 
big adventure film. 
Together, they travel 
to Skull Island and dis-
cover Kong, a 20-foot 
tall, 2,000-pound ape. 
Carl wants to capture 
Kong and display him 
in New York City. 

Jack Thorne, who 
won a Tony Award 
last year for “Har-
ry Potter and the Cursed Child,” has 
updated and simplified the story for 
the stage. What worked in 1933 with 
Fay Wray, doesn’t work in 2019. 

Christiane Pitts, who plays Ann, 
brings nothing to the role. Eric Wil-
liam Morris has a pleasant singing 
voice, but Carl is a thankless role.

Eddie Perfect is a singer-song-
writer composer and actor. He has 
written the scores for two shows that 
arrived on Broadway in the 2018-
19 season: “King Kong” (for which 
Perfect wrote the songs, along with 
Marius de Vries) and the music and 
lyrics for “Beetlejuice.” Both scores 

are abysmal and the prime reason that 
both these movie to Broadway musi-
cals are as bad as they are … in other 
words, far from perfect.

 Kong is a combination of anima-
tronics and puppetry. Some 
of the magic is taken away 
by the plainly visible rigging, 
and clearly seeing 14 stage-
hands move Kong around the 
stage. Yet, it is innovative and 
something that hasn’t been 
done on Broadway before, 
which is why it won a special 
Tony Award and Drama Desk 
Award for Outstanding Puppet 

Design for Sonny Tilders; and the Out-
er Critics Circle gave a special award 
to “the puppetry team that created and 
operates King Kong, recognizing the 
artistry and technical achievement that 
brings a 2,000-pound gorilla to life.” 

The ape is the only reason to see 
this disaster and it is not enough.

“King Kong” is playing through 
Aug. 18, 2019.

Broadway Theatre
1681 Broadway (at 53rd Street)
New York, NY 10019
212-239-6200
www.kingkongbroadway.com 

THE POLTERGEIST BEETLE-
JUICE is trying to get a living per-
son to say his name, which will make 
him visible. He encourages a recently 
deceased couple, Barbara and Adam, 
to frighten the Dietz family, who has 
moved into their Victorian house. 

The musical “Beetlejuice” is based 
on the 1988 cult comedy film direct-
ed by Tim Burton, who added some 
fun to the film. The Broadway musi-
cal has no fun at all. Though the Eddie 

Perfect score for this is better than the 
songs in “King Kong,” that isn’t say-
ing much. The best two songs are ones 
not written by Perfect, but included in 
the film version. “Day-O: The Banana 
Boat Song” and “Jump in the Line” 
(Shake, Senora.) The book by Scott 
Brown and Anthony King are mostly 
composed of one-liners that are pain-
fully flat and inside theatre jokes that 
go over the head of most of the audi-
ence. It is beyond bad. 

Alex Brightman is playing the 
exact same character of Dewey Finn 
that he played in the Broadway musi-
cal “School of Rock,” which played 
at this same theatre, this time in fright 
wig and make up. He is extreme-
ly hammy and way over the top. The 
only reason to see this musical is for 
the performance of Leslie Kritzer, 
who gives a superlative comedy per-
formance and is hysterically funny. 

Performances of “Beetlejuice” 
remain ongoing.
 
Winter Garden Theatre
1634 Broadway (between 50th and 
51st streets)
New York, NY 10019
212-239-6200
www.beetlejuicebroadway.com 

“BE MORE CHILL” had its premiere at the Two 
Rivers Theatre in Red Bank, New Jersey, in 2015. 
The original cast recording went viral on the inter-
net and was streamed over 100 million times. It 
opened Off Broadway at the Signature Theatre 
Center in July 2018, and moved to Broadway in 
February 2019.

Jeremy, a nerdy high school stu-
dent is trying his best to fit in. He no 
longer wishes to be the outsider, he 
wants to be popular. He decides to take 
a “squip” (“super quantum unit Intel 
processor”). It is a pill from Japan, 
which contains a computer microchip 
that attaches itself to the brain and 
tells the user what to say. 

Will Roland, who was last seen in 
the Off Broadway and Broadway casts 
of “Dear Evan Hansen,” is terrific as 
Jeremy. Jason Tam is evil and seduc-
tive as the “squip,” the pill that speaks 
to Jeremy. 

The scene stealing performance 
is from George Salazar, who plays 
Jeremy’s best friend Michael. George has the “11 
o’clock number” in the second act, “Michael in the 
Bathroom,” which he performs with great gusto and 

emotion. It is a sensational performance that won 
George a Lucille Lortel Award. Unfortunately and 
inexplicably, he was overlooked for a Tony award. 

The Tony committee did not take a shine to 
“Be More Chill” in general. This might have been 
because the book by Joe Tracz, based on the novel 
by Ned Vizzini, seems silly; a high school student 

taking a pill to make himself popu-
lar. One needs to look at the bigger 
picture: what high school student 
wouldn’t do whatever it takes to be 
one of the popular students? It is the 
wonderful music and lyrics by Joe 
Iconis, with musical supervision and 
orchestrations by the extremely tal-
ented Charlie Rosen, that make this 
musical sing. It is an amazing score 
and, hopefully, Iconis will have 
many more chances to shine and 
become popular himself.

At this year’s Tony Awards, “Be 
More Chill” was refused a chance 
to perform a number from the show, 
even though the producers were 

willing to pay the production costs. Instead, James 
Corden, the Tony Award’s host, did a very silly paro-
dy number of “Michael in the Bathroom,” however, 

there was no mention of the original title of the song 
or that it was from “Be More Chill.” 

In Broadway World, composer Iconis stated the 
following: “Just wanna set the record straight so 
there’s no confusion: I had no idea a ‘Michael in 
the Bathroom’ parody was happening on the Tony 
Awards. The first time I heard the song was when I 
was sitting in the audience, and I had nothing to do 
with the rewritten (and totally delightful) lyrics.... 
Our show is a little musical not based on a famous 
movie or a famous musical act and so national TV 
exposure is a huge deal for us. Hopefully folks who 
saw the parody last night will take it upon them-
selves to research what musical the song was actu-
ally from!” 

Corden stated. “Our song ‘James in the Bath-
room’ is a parody of an incredible Joe Iconis song 
from the musical @BeMoreChill it’s my favorite 
song of the season...” 

The fantastic Iconis score and Salazar’s perfor-
mance make this musical a must see before it closes.

“Be More Chill” is playing until Aug. 11, 2019.

Lyceum Theatre
149 West 45th St.
New York, NY 10036
www.bemorechillmusical.com

“Be More Chill” 
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 HEALTH & WELLNESS >> by Donnie DeSanti

YOU KNOW THOSE RELATIONSHIPS that we 
hang on to, “sticking it out,” hoping that one day the 
outcome will change. Some days you feel good, but 
for the most part, you feel miserable. Well that bath-
room scale is a bad relationship!

Think of me as your close friend – the honest 
friend who speaks up – encouraging you to ditch 
that toxic relationship. It’s time to break up with 
your scale and move on.

The scale is stressing you out. It’s understand-
able to want to track results with numbers and see it 
get lower each day. Even the need to weigh yourself 
at a yearly physical or maybe once a month to see 
where you “weigh in,” but weighing yourself every 
morning or multiple times a day can be destructive. 
Your weight fluctuates throughout the day due to a 
variety of factors such as hormones, time of day, 
digestion, exercise, and how well you slept. Similar 

to that bad relationship, on a “good” day, you radiate 
confidence, but the minute the scale tips too much 
to one side, you find yourself cursing, swearing you 
will never eat again. Get off this roller coaster of 
emotions. The scale cannot track health. Sure, it is 
nice to lose a pound or two, but that doesn’t neces-
sarily allude to better health. 

The scale is lying to you. You hop on the scale and 
see you have lost one pound. “That’s it?” Right away 
you think you are not making any progress. Consid-
er this, the next time you are at the grocery store, 
grab a pound of meat and place it on your body. It’s a 
big chunk of meat! Now imagine losing two or even 
three pounds of meat, that’s a lot to be proud of! Too 
often we are looking for that big number but missing 
out on the reality of how much a single pound really 
is. Also, the scale is not showing you how amazing 
you feel with more energy, deeper sleep, clearer skin, 
and increased strength. What a liar!

Chase health! Instead of playing the numbers 
game with the devious scale, your new goal is to 

be the healthiest version of yourself. Seek out real 
foods that give you the most energy and you enjoy 
eating. These foods will help your body to function 
at an optimal level and when that happens weight 
loss becomes a side effect. 

Read those labels and get some sleep. You would 
be surprised how much sugar is in the food we eat. 
This is the biggest enemy to keeping you from los-
ing weight. When trying to lose weight most every-
one focuses on restricting calories and exercising 
more, but sleep is the secret sauce to weight loss 
and no one really gives much attention to it. If your 
sleep is struggling this is another reason why the 
scale is not moving much. Kick up your game and 
really focus on getting quality sleep at night. If your 
eating and sleep habits improve, you will be sur-
prised how the scale will respond, even without gru-
eling exercise. 

Just move! Of course exercise is important, but 
not as important as we may think for losing weight. 
We don’t need to be killing ourselves in the gym, 
trying to burn off all these calories. Instead find 
some kind of movement in your life that you enjoy 
whether going for a walk, a hike, or even a bike 
ride. A little more active movement can make all 
the difference.

A picture’s worth 1,000 pounds. If you want 
a standard of measure for reassurance of your suc-
cess, take a picture instead. Every month take a pic-
ture of yourself, the fewer clothes the better, to see 
how much transformation has happened. You will 
be shocked what a picture can tell you! You look at 
yourself every day so it is often hard to tell if you 
are getting anywhere. But overtime pictures next to 
each other can show some longterm results. 

So tell your scale to hit the road. Move into a 
better version of yourself with healthy relation-
ships instead. Don’t take my word for it, find out 
for yourself.

So Long Scale
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THOSE VISITING ROBERT MOSES State Park or 
traveling the west end of Burma Road have likely 
spotted one of the area’s newest companies making 
a buzz on the beach: Fire Island Pedicabs, a tricy-
cle taxi that recently started giving passengers ped-
al-powered rides between Field 5, the Fire Island 
Lighthouse, and Kismet.

The startup debuted this summer after the Fire Is-
land National Seashore (FINS) and New York State 
granted permits to entrepreneur Justin Galbraith, 
who can often be found taking fares along the sandy 
road in his pedicab that looks identical to those that 
ferry tourists around the streets of Manhattan. Some 
community members raised concerns, but customers 
who use the service dig it.

“I’m the boss and the horse,” said Galbraith, who 
spent time in Fair Harbor and Kismet growing up 
and got the idea for the company while walking the 
same one-and-a-half-mile stretch of Burma Road 
with his daughter. “It takes a little finesse to work the 
bike and to also run the business.”

The pedicabs seat two adults and two children 
and have luggage racks. Fares are $5 per adult and 
$3 for children under 12 for one-way trips between 
Field 5 and the Fire Island Lighthouse. Trips from 
Field 5 to Kismet are $10 for adults, $6 for kids. The 
company takes cash, credit, PayPal, and Venmo. 

“It’s definitely growing,” he said, noting that he 
did 60 trips back and forth on the Fourth of July. 
“The families love it.”

Fire Island Pedicabs is not to be confused with 
Fire Island Rickshaw, an apparently nonexistent 
company with an error-riddled website that advertis-
es 24-hour pedicab rides between Ocean Bay Park, 
Ocean Beach, and Seaview. Attempts to contact the 
folks behind the rickshaw website were unsuccess-
ful, as neither its listed phone number nor email 
address are in service. Galbraith noted that the rick-
shaw website has caused confusion, with at least one 
person calling him to voice opposition to pedicabs in 
Seaview – a community that his Fire Island Pedicabs 
doesn’t operate in.

FINS officials confirmed that Fire Island Pedi-
cabs received its unprecedented permit just before 
Memorial Day.

“[FINS] has authorized a commercial use through 
our boundaries for a rickshaw service on a limited 
basis,” said Jason Pristupa, chief of administration 
at FINS. “This service is not an exclusive contract to 
operate within our boundaries, but rather an autho-
rization of an appropriate use. This particular pro-
vider, authorized as “Burma Rides,” applied with the 
[National Park Service] ... headquarters for permis-
sion to do business within our boundaries last fall .... 
As it is the first of its kind, the rickshaw service is a 
pilot program, and we will continue to monitor and 
evaluate as time progresses.”

Of course, as with all things new on the beach, 
some Fire Islanders are skeptical. Community lead-
ers in both Kismet and its eastern neighbor, the Vil-
lage of Saltaire, are wary of the pedicabs.

“This could lead to more visitors coming into the 
communities (fine), but we have seen problems that 
have arisen down east, somewhat euphemistical-
ly termed quality-of-life problems – not to mention 
pedicabs interfering with emergency vehicles, like 
ambulances,” Hugh O’Brien, a Saltaire village trust-
ee, recently wrote in his Saltaire Summery column 
in the Fire Island News. “Don’t know where this will 
all lead, but as an incorporated village with its own 
laws, maybe we can tweak the spelling of our code 
provision ‘selling and peddling prohibited’ and out-
law pedicab pedaling within our borders.”

Kismet Community Association President Mar-
sha Hunter echoed the concerns.

“They are impeding carting trucks, etc. at the Bur-
ma Road because the rickshaws get stuck in the sand 
even with no passengers,” she told the News. “And 
there is worry that this will end up with their using the 
streets of Kismet to taxi people to and from the bars.”

Galbraith counters that he only takes passengers 
to where the sidewalk starts in Kismet, has no inter-
est in taking passengers into the communities, and 
has not been blocking traffic.

“There’s never ever an issue,” he said when told of 
the concerns, noting that the pedicabs are only 4 feet 
wide, allowing plenty of room on the road for trucks 
to pass him. He said he normally stops at the old Kis-
met Fire Department firehouse on Burma Road and 

has customers walk the final stretch through the soft 
sand to the start of the community sidewalks to avoid 
having the pedicabs get stuck.

“That’s as far as I can get right now because of 
the sand,” he said. “Most of the road is fine until you 
get toward the end.”

In the future, he hopes to build pedicabs with the 
kind of oversized tires that Fat Bikes use to cruise 
down the soft sand on the oceanfront, although Gal-
braith said even if he’s able to upgrade his pedicabs 
with bigger tires and bigger cabs, he’ll still stick to 
Burma Road.

“I need to build a bike that’s able to go through 
the whole way,” he said. In the meantime, he just 
hopes that this season the business can get enough 
momentum to break even and allow for a sophomore 
effort in the summer of 2020.

“The response has been great,” Galbraith said, 
adding that one passenger gave him $100 and told 
him to keep the change for sparing the struggle of 
walking down Burma Road with children. “It’s 
working, it’s catching on. People that take it love it.”

For more information, visit fireislandpedicabs.com 
or call 516-402-4175.

 EYE ON FI  >> by Timothy Bolger

Burma Road Pedicab Taxi  
is New Form of FI Transportation

A pedicab may look sweet upon the seat, but west FI communities have some questions about this carriage .   
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 ENVIRONMENT >> by Karl Grossman

Bitter Harvest

THERE ARE NO farms on Fire Island. But Suffolk 
County, of which it is a part, is a top agricultural 
county in New York State. As New York Comptrol-
ler Tom DiNapoli noted in a recent “economic snap-
shot” of the area, “Suffolk County has the highest 
value for agricultural crops of any county in New 
York State.”

It has also, for years, been complicit in a 
huge scandal in the United States – the treatment  
of farmworkers. 

Thus passage of the Farmworkers Bill of Rights 
by the New York State Legislature at its recent ses-
sion was among its most notable achievements this 

year. Governor Andrew Cuomo says he will sign the 
measure into law.

Farmworkers, many of them migrant farm work-
ers lured by phony promises, have been excluded 
from basic laws in the U.S., among them those on 
housing and work.

The state legislation would give them rights 
including overtime pay, voting to unionize, having at 
least one day off a week and receiving workers’ com-
pensation benefits.

“Today is the culmination of a decades-long 
fight centered upon one simple premise: that farm-
workers deserve fairness, equality and justice,” 
said New York AFL-CIO President Mario Cilento 

upon legislative passage of the Farmworkers Bill 
of Rights.

Every semester in my four decades of teaching 
an Environmental Journalism class at the State Uni-
versity of New York/College at Old Westbury I show 
the students Edward R. Murrow’s TV documentary, 
“Harvest of Shame,” about the plight of farmworkers 
broadcast on CBS in 1960.

“We present this report on Thanksgiving because 
were it not for the labor of the people you are going 
to meet, you might not starve, but your table would 
not be laden with the luxuries that we have all come 
to regard as essential,” declared Murrow, the preem-

inent U.S. broadcast journalist of his era, standing in 
a farm field. “They are the migrants, workers in the 
sweatshops of the soil – the harvest of shame,” says 
Murrow. They are “the forgotten people.”

The documentary, which you can view on You-
Tube, always leaves students shocked. 

Their jaws drop as they hear farmworkers who 
believed the promises of crew leaders who recruit-
ed them to harvest crops, are charged for all sorts 
of things and become indebted, trapped in migrant 
farm work. The housing and work conditions shown 
are outrageous. 

Shown, too, are the terrible journeys. “Produce en 
route to the tables of America by trailer is refrigerated 

to prevent bruising,” says Murrow. “Cattle carried to 
market, by federal regulation, must be watered, fed 
and rested for five hours every 24 hours. People – 
men, women and children – are carried to the fields 
… in journeys as long as four days and three nights. 
They often ride 10 hours without stopping for food 
or facilities.”

A minister, the Rev. Michael Cassidy, who travels 
with migrant farmworkers trying to help them, says: 
“Only in name they are not a slave. But in the way 
they are treated, they are worse than slaves.”

My students are appalled to hear a farm-
er declare: “I guess they got a little gypsy in their 
blood. They just like it. Lot of ‘em wouldn’t do any-
thing else. Lot of ‘em don’t know anything differ-
ent. They don’t have a worry in the world. They’re 
happier than we are. Today they eat. Tomorrow 
they don’t worry about. They’re the happiest race 
of people on Earth.”

Suffolk County is featured in “Harvest of 
Shame.” As a journalist based here since 1962, I’ve 
gotten my lumps on the farm worker story. Then 
State Assemblyman Andrew Stein of Manhattan 
inspected migrant farm worker camps in Suffolk 
in 1971. He was pressing for protections for them 
under state law. “The conditions here are feudal,” 
said Stein, as noted in an article in The New York 
Times. “People live like indentured servants. This 
is not the kind of thing we want to have in New 
York State.”

The article continued: “At the first camp Mr. Stein 
visited here, the assemblyman, his party and accom-
panying newsmen were driven from the camp by a 
man the police said was the owner, William Chudiak. 
Mr. Stein was speaking with a migrant worker when 
Mr. Chudiak drove up in a pick-up truck. He grabbed 
a camera belonging to Karl H. Grossman, a report-
er for the Long Island Press, and pushed and struck 
him.” (The Cutchogue camp was featured in “Har-
vest of Shame.”)

My students find it hard to believe that the out-
rageous conditions in “Harvest of Shame” continue. 
I present more recent journalism. On the 50th anni-
versary of “Harvest of Shame,” in 2010, CBS cor-
respondent Byron Pitts did a follow-up and, as The 
Atlantic noted, what he saw “was the same ugly 
dynamic that had existed during Murrow’s visits, the 
same cycle of brutal work, deplorable conditions…”

Murrow’s broadcast ended with his saying: 
“The migrants have no lobby. Only an enlightened, 
aroused and perhaps angered public opinion can do 
anything about the migrants. The people you have 
seen have the strength to harvest your fruits and 
vegetables. They do not have the strength to influ-
ence legislation. Maybe we do.”

I moderated a TV program with Cesar Chavez, 
leader of the United Farm Workers union, in Suf-
folk in 1992. He emphasized the need for broad 
action to end the nightmare for farmworkers.
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THIS PAST SATURDAY marked the 40th anni-
versary of Beach, commemorated in the Fire Island 
Pines with a panel discussion and a performance. 
Beach, the most elaborate disco party Fire Island has 
ever seen, began with the need for a new fire truck.

In 1979, the Pines Volunteer Fire Department 
needed a new truck, an expense they couldn’t af-
ford. Thankfully, Jimmy Meade and Ron Martin 
had recently attended Sunrise, another extravagant 
party, and came up with the idea of hosting their 
own revolutionary Fire Island bash as a fundraiser 
for the fire department.

Meade and Martin worked with Scott Bromley 
and Robin Jacobsen to plan the event, culminating in 
a stellar evening. On Saturday, July 14, 1979, the Fire 
Island News’ Aaron Biller wrote, “The evening was 
party perfect; a bright full moon complemented the 
array of disco and theatrical stage lighting.” On that 
night, approximately 3,700 people were in attendance 
to celebrate the magic of the Pines and to help fund the 
purchase of the fire truck at $20 per ticket. The night 
was attended by Farrah Fawcett-Majors, Lee Majors, 
Andy Warhol and the Village People. Performers at 
the event included The Ritchie Family, Asha, France 
Joli, and Bonnie Pointer, setting the stage for future 
big name performers who frequented the Pines.

To commemorate the momentous occasion of 
Beach’s 40th, the Fire Island Pines Historical Pres-
ervation Society hosted a panel, called “Boardwalk 
Talk,” featuring Ron Martin, Scott Bromley, France 
Joli, and Walter Boss. Following the talk was a clas-
sic disco tea dance, Souvenirs, hosted by the Histori-
cal Society each year and featuring DJ Robbie Leslie. 
Following the tea dance was a special performance by 
France Joli who sang “Come to Me” as a tribute to the 
debut of her song at Beach 40 years ago.

The discussion highlighted the history of Beach 
and the influence the party has had on the Pines. 
President of the Fire Island Pines Historical Society 
Robert Bonanno, who played a large role in organiz-
ing the event, frequently refers to Beach as “the par-
ty that started them all.”

Bonanno first had the thought of hosting a panel 
after reflecting on the Historical Society’s annual Sou-
venirs event. Souvenirs is a classic 70s disco week-
end that pays tribute to the Pines history of elaborate 
parties. Bonanno came up with the idea of incorpo-
rating a panel discussion with the creators of Beach 
and combining the events for one historical celebra-

tion that also had great potential as a moment of both 
education and remembrance. “Milestones like this are 
meant to be celebrated; I knew when this was coming 
up it had to be celebrated,” Bonanno said.

He reflected, “There was a great camaraderie 
with the people on the panel who then got to talk 
and remember it together. Here we are 40 years later 
and we’re getting to debrief what was it like for ev-
erybody, what was it like after. It was very reward-
ing.” The event brought together both folks who had 
attended Beach and those who have attended the 
parties Beach has influenced. Bonanno wanted the 
impact of the event to spread knowledge of the Pines 
history, particularly by educating the younger fre-
quenters of the Pines about how the community be-
came what it is today.

Bonanno reflected on the importance of Beach 
and the panel he considers a teaching moment. “It 
has unbelievable importance for me, and as I saw last 
weekend it has importance to many people. The peo-
ple who created it look at it as a milestone of their 
life. I am so honored to have put this into a book so 
that they can always be remembered. It changed the 
trajectory of [France Joli’s] life and her career. The 

fact that she comes back is major. A lot of bonds and 
relationships formed that were not about blood.”

The celebration of Beach is ultimately about so 
much more than a party or a fundraiser. It symbol-
ized a moment in the history of the Pines where the 
community came together to create something big-
ger than itself, a moment Bonanno thinks has de-
fined the community ever since. He noted, “I think 
the whole experience with Beach helped to put that 
history in front of people. We have to preserve this 
history. We live in a world with climate change and 
hurricanes and storms, and I hope this never comes 
to pass, but one day we might be in a world where we 
say once upon a time there was a place called Fire Is-
land. And by preserving this history we get to pass it 
on to future generations.” Bonanno’s work through 
both the Pines Historical Society and this panel con-
nected the Pines’ past with its future. 

Editor’s Note: Robert Bonanno has recently pub-
lished a book commemorating the 40th Anniversa-
ry of Beach. Presently sold exclusively at Fire Island 
Pines shops and www.pineshistory.org, with broader 
distribution expected to be available soon.

40th Anniversary of Beach
By Anika Lanser

Robert Bonanno (in center wearing tank) educating the younger frequenters of the Pines about how the 
community became what it is today. (Photo courtesy of KOITZ/Fire Island Pines Historical Preservation Society)
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BARBARA LANGBECKER was much more than 
the tragic circumstances of her death. She was a 
New York City girl who attended Flushing High 
School and graduated cum laude from Queens Col-
lege. At a very young looking 67 years of age, she 
was doing well in her career as partner and media 
planning director at The Midas Exchange for the 
past seven years. She experienced the joy of seeing 
her son, Jake, recently married. In fact he was still 
on his honeymoon when the accident occurred.

On Sunday, June 30, upon taking a bayside 
swim, she became the formerly unnamed vic-
tim of the Sunday thunderstorm that raged across 
much of Long Island, but the only reported death 
in the region credited to it. About 40 minutes after 

the storm passed her body was discovered near 
the Seaview boat basin. In spite of routine sum-
mer storm predictions, the weather system was 
of an unexpected force, and advanced so quickly 
that emergency cell phone warnings failed to come 
across. 

“She was a strong swimmer and a great person,” 
wrote her friend Stuart Shaw after the initial death 
notice FIN published – before her name had been 
released. “Under normal conditions I am sure she 
would have persevered … she had been coming to 
Fire Island and swimming in the bay since her ear-
ly 20s.”

Barbara is also survived by her brother, Bruce, 
and their extended family. Donations in her memory 

are being accepted by the American Cancer Soci-
ety, or the Ocean Beach Community Fund, P.O Box 
23, Ocean Beach, NY 11770.

Barbara Langbecker (1951-2019)

FOR 20 YEARS, Lani Aughenbaugh was a regu-
lar fixture in Ocean Beach, serving on the OBPD 
from 1984 through 2004. Dedicated to a career 
in law enforcement, the longtime Smithtown res-
ident also had served with the Suffolk Coun-
try Parks Departments Police, as well as a chief 
of the K-9 Unit with the Department of Veter-
an Affairs Hospital in Northport. A serious motor 
vehicle accident in 2004 left Aughenbaugh with 
devastating injuries that prompted his early 
retirement. This compounded with other health 
issues ultimately led to his decline and passing 
on July 3, 2019, at the age of 70.

However those who knew Lani well under-
stood he was a force larger than life – as well 
as his injuries. Having taken night courses at 
School of Visual Arts as a younger man, he took 
advantage of the last 15 years to further devel-
op his artistic interests. He stayed connect-
ed to Fire Island through social media, where 
he was often a vocal force to be reckoned with. 
During his time with the OBPD, Lani always 
kept a simple point and shoot camera by his 
side to take snapshots of the Fire Island scen-
ery. In 2014, a number of his photographs were 

included in a book authored by this writer, two of 
which the publishing editors deemed fit to make  
the cover. 

Lani is survived by his wife, Deborah; his chil-
dren, Eric and Jennifer; as well as his sisters, Dar-
lene Lopez and Loretta Young.

CARLOS MEDINA, AGE 32, was discovered 
unresponsive in a swimming pool during the 
July 4 holiday at about 7 p.m., and transport-
ed by Suffolk County Marine Bureau to South-
side Hospital Northwell Health  in Bay Shore, 
where he was pronounced dead. The pool exists 
on the premises of a casual Fire Island Pines eat-
ery known as the Canteen.

“In a day that is meant to celebrate the love and 
inclusion between our sister communities of The 
Pines and Cherry Grove, we suffered a tragedy that 
is under investigation,” read a statement by propri-
etors of the Canteen, according to a July 5 report 
published in the Daily News. “While we are await-
ing answers, we send our deepest sympathy to the 
family and friends of Carlos Medina.

Police at this time do not believe his death is 
criminal in nature, but a medical examiner autopsy 
report is pending, and Suffolk County Police still 
consider this an open case.

Anyone with information is asked to call the 
Homicide Squad at 631-852-6392 or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-220-TIPS.

Lani Aughenbaugh,  
Retired Ocean Beach Police Officer  
(1948-2019)

Carlos Medina

 OBITUARIES >> by Shoshanna McCollum
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MAURICE SENDAK is the author of the 1964 
Caldecott Award winning children’s book “Where 
the Wild Things Are.” The book remains number 
three on the top 10 bestselling children’s books of 
all time.1 You may have read it yourself. And while 
not often documented, Sendak also spent time on 
Fire Island.

Background:
The basics of Sendak’s life are well document-

ed. He was born in Brooklyn in 1928, to Polish, Jew-
ish immigrant parents, the youngest of three siblings. 
He was a sickly child, exposed early in life to the 
concept of mortality by deaths of family members 
during the Holocaust. Many of his books contain 
tracings of fences and towers and walls of concen-
tration camps.

At the age of 12 he saw Walt Disney’s “Fanta-
sia” and decided to become an illustrator. In fact, 
Sendak so loved Disney that he has the second most 
extensive collection of Walt Disney memorabilia, 
second only to Walt’s own daughter. Upon gradu-
ation from the New York Art Students League he 
worked as a window dresser in the famous chil-
dren’s toy store FAO Schwartz, but soon obtained 
commissions to illustrate Marcel Ayme’s “The 
Wonderful Farm” and Ruth Krauss’s “A Hole is to 
Dig.” He was on his way.

The first book both written and illustrated by Sen-
dak was “Kenny’s Window” (1956), followed by his 
four-volume “Nutshell Library” (1962). Perhaps his 
most ambitious endeavor was his trilogy based on 
the psychological development of children. First he 
wrote “Where the Wild Things Are” (1963) aimed 
at pre-school kids. Then came “In the Night Kitch-
en” (1970) for toddlers, and, finally, “Outside over 
There” (1981) for pre-adolescents. 

“In the Night Kitchen” was number 24 on the 
100 Most Frequently Banned/Challenged Books of 
2000-2009 for its depictions of a boy about 3 years 
old cavorting about naked. For a perspective, the 
Harry Potter books rank number one on that same 
list. In all, Sendak produced over 50 books, includ-
ing illustrating “The Velveteen Rabbit.”

In 1975, he expanded his horizons into television 
by writing and directing an animated special titled 
“Really Rosie.” He collaborated with Carole King to 
turn it into a musical play in 1978.

With seemingly unlimited talent, Sendak also 
had a successful career as a stage designer for operas 
by Mozart, Prokofiev, and Ravel. He even staged 
Tchaikovsky’s “Nutcracker.”

Sendak and Fire Island:
Sendak took a house on Fire Island with his com-

panion/lover Eugene Glynn in the early 1960s, and 
wrote “Where the Wild Things Are” (WTWTA) 
while living on Beachwold Avenue (also known as 
“B Street”) in Seaview. His neighbors, and fellow bon 

vivants, were Amos and Marcia Vogel, as well as Nat 
and Margo Hentoff. 

“They often met on the beach, where Sendak 
would sit for hours sketching,” recalls the Vogel’s son, 
Loring, who still comes out to Seaview regularly. 

The young Loring Vogel was the protagonist of 
a book collaboration, which was authored Loring’s 
father and illustrated by Sendak, entitled “How Little 
Lori Visited Times Square.” Copies of the book can 
still be purchased to this day.

Sendak was a humanist, ribald while also conser-
vative with a European sen-
sibility. He wore a suit and 
tie even while championing 
the pleasure principle, the 
gratification of needs. Amos 
Vogel was the founder of the 
NYC avant-garde Cinema 
16, famous for introducing 
new films by up-and-com-
ing directors such as Roman 
Polanski, John Cassavetes, 
and Alan Resnais, among 
others. Nat Hentoff was a col-
umnist for The Village Voice 
from 1958-2009, as well as 
a staff writer for The New 
Yorker. These three couples 
called themselves the “Ninti-
mates,” hedonists of the early ‘60s, known for their 
love of freedom, fun and laughter.2

Sendak and Work:
From journeyman to consummate artist, Sen-

dak took great pains with each of his works. Orig-
inally, WTWTA was entitled “Where the Wild 

Horses Are.” The problem was 
that Sendak could not draw hors-
es. His editor, Ursula Nordstrom, 
asked him in “acid tones” what 
could he draw. His response was 
“things,” so “things” it became. 

Sendak did not consider his 
books to be children’s books. In a 
piece in The New Yorker he stated, 
“Kid’s books...Grownup books...
That’s just marketing. Books are 
Books.” He married the relation-
ship between illustrations and 
words thusly: “Words are left out – 
but the picture says it. Pictures are 
left out – but the word says it.” His 
illustrations, he said, are “all a kind 
of caricatures of me. They look as 
if they’d been hit on the head, and 
hit so hard they weren’t going to 
grow anymore … I am trying to 
draw the way children feel – or, 
rather, the way I imagine they feel. 

It’s the way I know I felt as a child.”3

He loved music and was obsessed with Mozart. 
“I wanted at all costs to avoid the serious pitfall of 
illustrating with pictures what the author had already 
… illustrated with words. I hoped, rather, to let the 
story speak for itself, with my pictures as a kind of 
background music – music in the right style and 
always in tune with the words.” True to his word, he 
drew and painted to music, trying always to find the 
right piece to fit the mood of his work. And he drew 
and listened, listened and drew, drew and listened.

But he did not write for 
children per se. “I really do 
these books for myself. It’s 
something I have to do, find 
it’s the only thing I want 
to do. Reaching the kids 
is important, but second-
ary. First, always, I have to 
reach and keep hold of the 
child in me.”4

Sendak and Children:
Maurice loved children. 

His editor Nordstrom once 
said, “[S]omehow Maurice 
has retained a direct line to 
his own childhood.” Mau-
rice was their champion, 

dealing directly and honestly with them. He protect-
ed the sanctity of children’s feelings – even though 
he remembered his own childhood with some trepi-
dation. Some characters in WTWTA are representa-
tions of his relatives with their yellow teeth and wild 
hair who came to visit, pulling at him, pinching him 
and eating all his food. “In reality, childhood is deep 

 HISTORY >> by Thomas McGann

Wild Things:  
Maurice Sendak on Fire Island

THE NINTIMATES: Marcia Vogel, far left, then clockwise Amos Vogel, Nat Hentoff 
in the hat, Maurice Sendak, Margo Hentoff in the sunglasses and Eugene Glynn 
(Maurice’s partner) lying in Marcia’s lap – on the beach in Seaview, early 1960s.

A present day view of the house on Beachwold 
Walk in Seaview, where Sendak and his partner 
Eugene Glynn rented in the 1960s. (Photo by 
Robert Sherman)

Continued on page 48
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and rich. It’s vital, mysterious, and pro-
found. I remember my own childhood 
vividly … I knew terrible things, but I 
knew I mustn’t let adults know I knew 
… it would scare them.”5 

And: “You can’t protect kids. They 
know everything.”6

And: “My childhood self … as if 
it were all quaint and succulent like 
Peter Pan. Childhood is cannibals and 
psychotics vomiting in your mouth.”7

While many adults found his sto-
ries and pictures of beasts frighten-
ing, the children had no such fears. 
Somehow Sendak tamed these “wild 
things.” A 7-year-old boy once wrote 
him a letter in which he wrote, “How 
much does it cost to get to where the 
wild things are? If it is not too expen-
sive my sister and I want to spend the 
summer there. Please answer soon.”8

In spite of the grotesque, he touched 
a nerve in children. “A little boy 
sent me a charming card with a little 

drawing on it. I loved it. I answer all 
my children’s letters – sometimes very 
hastily – but this one I lingered over. I 
sent him a card and I drew a picture of 
a Wild Thing on it. I wrote, ‘Dear Jim: 
I loved your card.’ Then I got a let-
ter back from his mother and she said: 
‘Jim loved your card so much he ate 
it.’ That to me was one of the highest 
compliments I’ve ever received. He 
didn’t care that it was an original Mau-
rice Sendak drawing or anything. He 
saw it, he loved it, he ate it.”9

Sendak on Death:
Although Sendak was an athe-

ist and did not believe in an after-
life, he fully believed that he would 
see his dead brother again. He also 
sighed that a belief in God “must have 
made life much easier. It’s harder for  
us non-believers.”10

“I have nothing now but praise for 
my life. I’m not unhappy. I cry a lot 

because I miss people. They die and I 
can’t stop them. They leave me and I 
love them more … What I dread is the 
isolation … There are so many beautiful 

things in the world which 
I will have to leave when 
I die, but I’m ready, I’m 
ready, I’m ready.”11

“It is a blessing to 
get old, to find the time 
to read the books, to lis-
ten to the music … I will 
cry my way all the way 
to the grave … Live your 
life. Live your life. Live 
your life.”12

Sendak died in Danbury, Con-
necticut, on May 8, 2012, shortly 
before his 84th birthday. His body 
was cremated.

ship strikes and reduce, at least for the slow moving 
whales like humpbacks and right whales, the poten-
tial for engagement. There is lots of work being done 
to try and come up with ways to reduce the frequen-
cy of beached whales, generally by reducing speed. 
The right whale in particular, if spotted in the water, 
the coast guard has to be notified and all vessels 
larger than 65 feet have to reduce speed 10 knots. 
That is part of the marine mammal protection act. 
What many of us are trying to do is have a similar 
speed reduction put into place when other whales are 
spotted, particularly humpback whales and finback 
whales. I think a mechanism has to be in place to get 
vessels to slow down. In terms of entanglement there 
is lots of work being done to develop pods to catch 
lobsters and other fish typically caught by nets that 
don’t rely on lines at all. 

FIN: The North Atlantic right whale is one of 
the seven species living off of New York’s coast-
lines, and it is critically endangered. What steps 
are you taking to advocate for the conservation of 
this species?
AK: The steps are through education and by work-
ing with colleagues to discuss what can be done. The 
North Atlantic right whale is in pretty bad shape. This 
year, and even within the past few weeks, the death 
toll has been horrendous in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
Last year, no calves were born. This year thus far, 
seven were born and in the past couple of weeks we 
have seen six to eight dead right whales. So, what 
has to happen obviously is that we need to take a 
step back and say: what’s going on in the Gulf? St. 

Lawrence is outside of the U.S. boundary, and they 
put restrictions in place in 2017, after 12 or 14 right 
whales died in one year. The restrictions worked last 
year, but this year something is off because whales 
are being hit by vessels and becoming entangled. 
What we do is reach out to our colleagues and edu-
cate the public.

FIN: What work do you do that you feel is most 
impactful in analyzing the effects of anthropolog-
ic interference on marine ecosystems?
AK: I think the answer again is education. A lot of 
folks just don’t understand the connections or under-
stand what our collective footprint amounts to as a 
species, and more specifically what that does to our 
aquatic systems. Education is probably the most 
effective tool we have, as long as people are willing 
to listen. When we are out there on the beaches or 
looking at whales, we try and pick up whatever we 
can. Sometimes it may feel like a drop in a bucket, 
but it brings home the message that plastic is deadly. 
In fact, when I am leading a whale watching trip and 
I see a balloon, I’ll point it out to the public on board 
and say, ‘if you look out in that direction, you’ll see a 
deadly killer,’ and that draws everybody’s eyes over 
to the balloon. The other thing that needs to be talk-
ed about is climate change. I think it’s incredibly 
important to remind people that we must mitigate.

FIN: I read a quote from a New York Times arti-
cle from you that reads: ‘I’ve been able to rad-
ically change the institution. Sustainability is 
now part of the mission of the college.’ Can you 
describe what it was like to inspire positive envi-
ronmental initiatives?
AK: It was a long process. I started there in 1981, 
and it took nearly a quarter of a century to get the ball 
rolling in terms of a groundswell of faculty, students 

and staff. It is incredibly important for me to get this 
[sustainability] into the mission of the college. I am 
very proud of it. It involved initially a lot of work 
on my part, but also work with other people. This 
was a grassroots effort that serves as a good model to 
show the students what can happen when you make a 
dogged attempt to make change and teach them, this 
is what you have to do. 

FIN: FIT describes you as being “pivotal” in the 
establishment of the annual SUNY Sustainable 
Business and Design Conference. What strides 
does this conference take to promote environmen-
tal wellness? 
AK: Let me just say that it’s not just about environ-
mental sustainability when we discuss sustainability. 
We also need to converse about social and econom-
ic sustainability. Within this conference, we strive 
to share information and some of my colleagues are 
participating in groundbreaking research in terms 
of materials. The students as well have gone on to 
produce outstandingly different ways to look at sus-
tainability. Some of them have produced garments 
with zero waste … others have developed mecha-
nisms to change entire companies. What drives the 
conference is the need for continuous education. The 
main course that I teach at FIT is called ecology and 
environmental problems. I’ve taught that since 1986, 
and my unofficial subtitle for the course is ‘no more 
business as usual.’ The message to every student … 
every high school student, every college student, is 
that we can’t continue to do things the way we have 
for so long. The status quo is no longer acceptable. 
The business as usual model, which has brought us 
to where we are, is not acceptable. The whole idea 
for me behind being an educator is to force folks to 
think about how they can change whatever they want 
to do, to make this place better. 

Continued from page 11

INTERVIEW:  
Dr. Arthur Kopelman

The favored corner from which Maurice Sendak is said to 
have favored when he worked. (Photo by Robert Sherman)
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Continued from page 47

Wild Things:  
Maurice Sendak on Fire Island
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APPAREL
Kline’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5333

Bambootique
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5180
www. fireislandapparel.com

Fire Island Outfitters
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0146
www.fireislandoutfitters.com

Salty Stitch Beach Wear
Ocean Beach | 631-431-6991
www. saltystitch.com

ATTORNEYS
Siben & Siben LLP
Bay Shore | 631-665-3400
www.sibensiben.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Mars Auto Parts
Bay Shore | 631-665-0890
www.mars108.com

Molina & Rudden Auto Repair
Brightwaters | 631-968-2840

BAKERY
Rachel’s Restaurant & Bakery
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9552
www.rachelsfireisland.com

BEER DISTRIBUTOR
Beverage Barn
Bay Shore | 631-665-0320
www.beveragebarnstores.com

BICYCLES
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826
www.oceanbeachhardware.com

CARTING
Stang Carting
Ocean Beach | 631-567-7792

CHURCH 
Free Union Church
Ocean Beach | 631-680-8074
www.freeunionchurch.org

COUNSELING
Advanced Counseling Assoc.
Bay Shore | 631-647-9009
www.advancedcounseling-associates.com

DELI/MARKETS
Dockside
Ocean Beach
631-583-0303

The Pantry
Ocean Beach, Delivery
631-583-SHOP (7467)

GIFTS & SOUVENIRS
Gemaginations
Brightwaters | 631-666-4181

Kline’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5333

Willy Nilly 
Trading Company
Bay Shore | 631-665-5510
www.willynillytrading.com

HARDWARE
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826
www.oceanbeachhardware.com

HOME BUILDING/ 
IMPROVEMENTS/ 
REPAIRS
Beach Bay Plumbing
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5750

East Islip Lumber
East Islip | 631-581-1869
www.eilumber.com

Eric Schiller, Architect PC
917-886-6055
www.eric-schiller.com

Inspiration Remodeling
Lindenhurst  | 631-672-8905

K-Mac Electric
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8130
www.kmacelectric.com

Lighthouse Mechanical 
Ocean Beach | 631-583-6500 

Marquardt Marine
Patchogue | 631 583-3100
www.marquardtmarine.com

SGM Interiors 
Sayville | 631 335-7809
sgminteriors960@gmail.com

Vannoni Construction
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5271
www.vannoniconstruction.com

HOTELS
Grove Hotel
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6000
www.grovehotel.com

Palms Hotel
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8870
www.palmshotel-fireisland.com

INSURANCE
Cochrane Insurance
Bay Shore | 631-665-3100

Lloyd’s Planning, LLC
631-583-7253 | 212-689-0431
www.lloydsplanningllc.com

State Farm Insurance,
Rich Mohan 
Mohegan Lake | 914-528-1212

JEWELRY
Gemaginations
Brightwaters | 631-666-4181

LIQUOR & WINE
J&J Spirit Shop
Delivery, Sayville | 631-589-0078
www.jjspiritshop.com

MEDICAL/HOSPITAL 
Northwell Health
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8548

Northwell Health
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6767

Northwell’s Southside Hospital
Bay Shore | 631-968-3000

PROPANE
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826
www.oceanbeachhardware.com

REAL ESTATE
Dana Wallace Real Estate
Ocean Beach
631-583-5596 | 631-583-5653
www.realestateon-fireisland.com

Douglas Elliman Real Estate
East Islip | 631 581-8855
www.elliman.com

Fire Island Homes
Ocean Beach | 631-583-6661
www.fihomes.net

Fire Island Real Estate
Ocean Beach | 631 583-5100
www.fireislandrealestate.com

Kitty King Real Estate 
Bay Shore | 631-583-8927 
kittykingrealestate.com

Netter Real Estate
West Islip | 631-661-5100
www.netterrealestate.com

Sunset 3 Realty 
Brightwaters | 631-666-2110
www.sunset3realty.com

RESTAURANTS
Albatross
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5697

Beacheria
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0387
www.beacheriaob.com 

Bocce Beach
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8100
www.boccebeach.com 

Castaway Bar & Grill
Ocean Beach | 631-583 8498

Cherry Grove Pizza 
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6766
www.cherrygrovepizza.com 

CJ’s Restaurant & Bar
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9890
www.cjsfireisland.com

Dockside
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0303

The Hideaway
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5929 

Hurricanes
Ocean Beach | Hurricanes
www.fireislandhotel.com

Island Mermaid
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8088
www.islandmermaid.com

Kismet Inn
Kismet | 631-583-5592
www.thekismetinn.com

The Landing
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5800

Le Dock
Fair Harbor | 631-583-5200

Maguire’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8800
www.maguiresbayfront-restaurant.com

Matthew’s Seafood House
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8016
matthewsseafood.com

Rachel’s Restaurant & Bakery
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9552
www.rachelsfireisland.com

Salt and Barrel
Bay Shore | 631-647-8818
www.saltandbarrel.com

SYNAGOGUE
Fire Island Synagogue
Seaview | 631-991-1907
www.fireisland-synagogue.org

THEATRE 
Arts Project of Cherry Grove
Cherry Grove | (631) 597-3192
www.facebook.com/artsprojectofcherrygrove

TRANSPORTATION
Fire Island Ferries
Bay Shore | 631-665-3600
www.fireislandferries.com

VETERINARY SERVICES
Veterinary Medical Center of Long Island
West Islip | 631-587-0800
www.vmcli.com

WATER SPORTS
Fire Island Parasail & Boat Tours
Ocean Bay Park | 631-988-8445
www.fireislandparasail.com 

South Shore Paddleboards
Babylon | 631-482-1822
www.southshorepaddleboards.com

Fire Island News can  
be found at 146 locations!  

Find the location nearest you  
at fireisland-news.com/distribution

Fire Is land’s Longest Running News Source Since 1957
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During the Boston Red Sox’s World 
Series run in 2018, star left-handed 
pitcher David Price took some time 
off to alleviate pain caused by car-
pal tunnel syndrome. He blamed 
the condition on playing an exor-
bitant amount of hours of Fortnite 
— an online video game with more 
than 250 million users worldwide.

Twenty-six-year-old YouTube and 
Instagram sensation Gabbie Hanna, 
who has more than 6.5 million fol-
lowers, had a similar experience. 
She recently announced that she is 
suffering from carpal tunnel from 
using her smartphone too much.

Is this possible? Sure is. How-
ever, playing video games or using 
your phone is not the root of the 
musculoskeletal condition, but 
it can flare symptoms. If the pain 
becomes unbearable, you do have 
choices. Here’s what you can do to 
find relief.
Take Breaks: Carpal tunnel’s symp-
toms of pain, tingling, weakness or 
numbness in your hand or wrist is 
caused by compression of the medi-
an nerve. For most, the pain wors-
ens over time. So any repetitive 
motion, including constant use of 
your phone, tablet or logging long 
hours playing video games, can 

cause a flare up of symptoms if you 
don’t take breaks.
Rest is Best: Rest is the first step in 
helping to relieve this pain. A recent 
study using rats found that rest was 
just as effective as an experimen-
tal drug at reducing discomfort and 
regaining function after injuries 
caused by repeated moderate-strain 
activity, such as carpal tunnel and 
other common musculoskeletal dis-
orders (tendinitis, tendinosis and 
low back pain.)
Minimizing Activity: This too is 
not a long-term solution, especial-
ly for those who live active lifestyles 
or are locked into the activity that 
causes symptoms to flare.
Wearing a Splint: Early diagnosis is 
integral to effectively treating car-
pal tunnel, and wearing a splint is 
one non-medical approach that can 
offer relief. This can help alleviate 
symptoms, but is not a long-term 
solution. You don’t want to wear the 
splint forever. If the pressure per-
sists, it can lead to nerve damage 
and symptoms may worsen.
Cortisone Shots: Periodic injec-
tions can relieve the pain, but will 
not fix the overlying issue of the 
compressed nerve. Avoid waiting 
too long if pain or other symptoms 

persist. If so, surgery may be the 
best option to elude nerve damage.
Release Surgery: When non-medi-
cal means fail, carpal tunnel release 
surgery is the premier procedure to 
remedy the condition. The 10-min-
ute outpatient procedure is done 
under light anesthesia and can be 
done open or endoscopically. Either 
way, the surgery detaches the trans-
verse carpal ligament that press-
es on the median nerve. I prefer 
the limited open approach, which 
makes a smaller incision (two cen-
timeters) than the traditional carpal 
tunnel release, allowing for expe-
dited recovery. Relief can happen 
for people who undergo release 

surgery immediately or within a few 
weeks. They have two weeks of light 
activity with their fingers complete-
ly free. Most don’t need physical 
therapy unless they are struggling 
with stiffness.

Carpal tunnel syndrome is an issue 
for more than three million Ameri-
cans. And it’s a big issue. Generally, 
older people suffer from carpal tun-
nel, but anyone can be diagnosed. 
Pregnant women are very suscep-
tible because of hormonal chang-
es that cause swelling that increases 
pressure on the tendons. The U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics reported 
in 2014 that the condition was tied 
for first among nonfatal illnesses and 
injuries that caused people to be out 
from work. The median amount of 
time off was 32 days.

Dr. Ashley Burlage is an orthopedic 
surgeon with Northwell’s Orthopae-
dic Institute, specializing in injuries 
of the elbow, hand, shoulder and 
wrist. She is also an assistant profes-
sor at the Donald and Barbara Zuck-
er School of Medicine at Hofstra/
Northwell and the Hofstra Northwell 
School of Graduate Nursing and 
Physician Assistant Studies.

Can Technology Cause Carpal Tunnel Syndrome?
By Ashley Burlage, MD

  

Fill out the survey and send a picture 
of the completed survey to  
danielle@fireisland-news.com for a 
chance to win a $50 CJ’s Gift Card!

1)  How many issues do you pick up a season? 
        All        Most        A Few        One to None
 
2) Where do you most commonly pick up the paper?  

________________________________________________________________

3) Do you follow our online presence? (choose all that apply) 
   Facebook       Instagram       Fire Island News Website       No
      
4) How long have you been a reader of Fire Island News?
   First year      2–4 years       5+ years       Long Time Reader 

5) What do you look forward to most in each paper? (check all that apply) 
   News Stories   Q&A Interviews    Dining Reviews     
   Adult Coloring Page        Advice Column   Calendar of Events
   Around & About        Cartoons  Reader Contributed Photos
   Community Columns (which ones) ____________________________________

6) Rank the paper 1–10 in the following categories (10 being the highest rating)

 ____  Our stories are interesting and meaningful. 
 ____  Our stories are written well and error free. 
 ____  Our photos are interesting, enjoyable and relevant to the paper’s content. 
 ____  Layout and design – the paper is visually appealing.
- ____  How impactful is the cover photo to your decision to pick up a paper?

7)  Please share any thoughts that would make Fire Island News a better paper:

 ________________________________________________________________

Fire Island  
News
Readership
Survey

Win a night at     
  ThePalms Hotel

The Fire Island News relies upon reader feedback. Our goal is to create 
and deliver the best reader experience possible on the news, issues 
and topics affecting Fire Island, the National Seashore and the coastal 
communities of Long Island’s Great South Bay.  

Entries will be entered into a drawing for a $50 CJ’s Gift Card. Winner 
will be notified by email. NO PAPER SUBMISSIONS PLEASE. Surveys 
delivered in methods other than instructed will be ineligible for entry.



Easy access
504 Bayberry Walk, Ocean Beach, New York 11770 
(631) 583-8548

153 Doctors Walk, Cherry Grove, New York 11782
(631) 597-6767

Most insurance accepted

Walk-in hours 
Monday – Friday 9am – 11am; 4pm – 6pm
Weekends 9am – 12pm; 3pm – 6pm

We’re spending the summer right 
here with you, in case you need us

Northwell Health Physician Partners Immediate Care 
Centers are providing expert healthcare on Fire Island. 

Northwell Health Physician Partners is the dedicated team of physicians and staff 
employed by Northwell Health. Experts in over 100 specialties, we work together as 
a medical group practice using Northwell Health’s unique resources and research. 
Committed to providing the best in compassionate care, informed by the most current 
advances in medicine, we continuously raise the standard of care for our patients and 
their families. Visit us at Northwell.edu/PhysicianPartners.

Serving the community  
May 24 through September 2

Our dedicated team offers 
comprehensive, onsite, quality 
treatment for nonlife-threatening 
illnesses and injuries. In emergency 
situations, transport to Southside 
Hospital is arranged. Southside 
Hospital is one of Northwell Health’s  
premier tertiary hospitals and 
trauma centers.
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Rise of the 
Red Tail Fox

AT THIS POINT IN TIME, it is far from uncommon to hear reports of 
seeing a typical rust-colored blur in the grass. Wildlife conservationists 
have reported that they have seen a dramatic increase in the red tail fox 
population across Suffolk County, after more than a decade of scarcity.

East Hampton Town Natural Resources Department indicates this 
population spike has occurred previously as well, when the population 
soared to new heights in 1983 and 1997, but was decimated both times 
by outbreaks of mange. However, residents have reported more sightings 
of healthy foxes lately, including glimpses of kits. Additionally, wildlife 
centers throughout Long Island have reported an increased number of 
admissions with foxes in need of care, either due to illness from present 
disease or injuries sustained in their travels. 

Wildlife biologists with the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation Office (ECO) in Stony Brook have also 
confirmed notable increases in fox population with an added rise in 
nuisance calls. This is partially due to increased contact between humans 
and foxes, often as a result of people leaving garbage uncovered. This 
also has contributed to them becoming more accustomed to people, 
therefore willing to travel in the open.

Long Island’s red foxes are a mix between a native species and a 
nearly-identical European species that was brought over by English 
settlers for fox hunts hundreds of years ago. Foxes were relatively rare 
until their first population explosion in the early 1980s, but it’s unclear 
why. Red foxes are not currently a protected species here on Long 
Island and can still be legally hunted and trapped according to the NY 
State Department of Environmental Conservation, but there are strict 
legalities in engaging in these practices within the community. 

Foxes can thrive wherever there are enough mice, rabbits, moles, 
fruits and insects for them to eat. Red foxes are now prevalent across 
Long Island and Fire Island. They can measure as large as 26 inches from 
head to the end of the body with a 14-inch tail, and 16 inches to the 
shoulder. Additionally, Gray foxes, which are not as prevalent on Long 
Island, but have been sighted, measure about the same. Foxes normally 
travel and inhabit an approximately five- to 10-mile radius. 

Since fox have no natural predators on Long Island, their population 
trends have increased steadily over time, unless plagued with a disease 
like mange. Disease has been the single most virulent predator for the fox 
in our local areas. 

Mange is a disease caused by the mite Sarcoptes scabei. Mange 
mites burrow into the skin, thereby causing irritation, skin thickening 
(hyperkeratosis), and hair loss. Infected animals may survive through the 
summer months, but quickly succumb to hypothermia once winter arrives. 
A fox that has been infected with mange typically will develop advanced 
alopecia (hair loss) and is very prone to additional skin infection and 
wounds. These are generally the type of fox that are brought into medical 
facilities that provide rehabilitative care to these animals. Overall, mange 
is easily treatable with medicine, but the duration and length of treatment 
may sometimes prohibit an effective long term recovery for these animals, 
since re-infestation can so easily occur in the wild. 

Anyone who spots a sick animal can call the ECO at 631-444-0250 
or the wildlife unit hotline at 631-444-0310. Additionally, the Veterinary 
Medical Center of Long Island does treat and care for all wildlife free of 
charge. Our facility will render emergency care and stabilize wildlife until 
they can be placed with an appropriate licensed wildlife rehabilitation 
facility. If you have any questions, or find an injured animal, please don’t 
hesitate to call. We are open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
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July 20 will be the 50th Anniversary of 
the Moon Landing. Those who are old 
enough to remember, where were you 
that day? With the designers of Apollo 
11 calling our shores home, Long Island 
enjoys a piece of that enduring legacy. 
(Photo by Robert Sherman)

A Day in the Life of Fire Island
Reader Contributed Photographs

The Sunday storm of June 30, 2019, took Fire Islanders by surprise with its swift and nimble force. Lauren Chenault captured this shot 
before she took cover.  

Interested in having your photo published in A Day in the Life of Fire Island? Email us at editor@
fireisland-news.com and we will consider it. Please limit submission to six images per news cycle, 
in jpeg format. NOTE: Any submitted drone images must comply with FAA regulations concerning 
their use within national park jurisdiction, while posing no risk to pedestrians, wildlife, or prop-
erty in taking said image. Fire Island News reserves the right not to publish any photograph we 
suspect is in violation of these rules – and always be respectful of nature and the local wildlife 
when taking nature pictures outdoors. Thank you!



AVAILABLE  |  Fairway Street, Seaview | $2,795,000 | Web# *1347674 AVAILABLE  |  Ontario Walk, Ocean Bay Park | $599,000 | Web# *1348476AVAILABLE  |  Bayview Walk, Ocean Beach | $1,999,999 | Web# *1348669

AVAILABLE  |  955 Surfview Walk, Ocean Beach | $575,000 | Web# 3127574 AVAILABLE  |  Island Walk, Fair Harbor | $2,495,000 | Web# *1335771AVAILABLE  |  Captree Island, Babylon | $1,895,000 | Web# 3123109

ROBERT KUHAR
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

OCEAN BEACH OFFICE
937 Baywalk | 631.583.0010
DEFireIsland@elliman.com

Always Open on Fire Island

© 2019 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.  110 WALT WHITMAN ROAD, HUNTINGTON STATION, NY 11746. 631.549.7401.

NEW YORK CITY | LONG ISLAND | THE HAMPTONS | WESTCHESTER | CONNECTICUT | NEW JERSEY | FLORIDA | CALIFORNIA | COLORADO | MASSACHUSETTS |  INTERNATIONAL

ell iman.com/fireisland

From Fire Island to N YC
B E S P O K E  S E R V I C E

JUST SOLD:  521 WEST 47TH STREET, NYC  |   JUST SOLD: HURON WALK, OCEAN BAY PARK  |   JUST SOLD:  500 WEST 43RD STREET, NYC




	01_Cover
	02_PalmsHotel
	03_Ads
	04_Ads
	05_TOC:Editors Note
	06-07_Around&About
	08_Shopping Around
	09_FromTheFINArchive:Letters
	10_CJsAd
	11_Interview:History:Jumps
	12_Fair Harbor Art Fair_Pine Walk_v2
	13_Kismet
	14_Saltaire Meeting
	15_Saltaire
	16_Historical Society Exhibit
	17_Ocean Beach
	18_OWS Swim
	19_Ocean Bay Park
	20_CherryGrove
	21_Pines
	22_PBS Crew
	23_Ads
	24_Ads
	25_Instagram Contest
	26_LloydAd
	27-30_RealEstateSection
	31_Best Dressed House
	32_Ads
	33_DiningReview_
	34_Ads
	35_Calendar
	36_Great Spaces_5
	37_ColoringPage
	38_Advice_Camirose
	39_Rose Levine Review
	40_BookReview
	41_NYCTheatre
	42_Health & Wellness
	43_Eye on Fire Island
	44_Environment
	45_Bobby Bonnao Talk_Pines Lecture
	46_Obituaries
	47_Interview:History:Jumps
	48_Interview:History:Jumps
	49_Directory
	50_Northwell:ReadersSurvey
	51_NorthwellAd
	52_FIFerries
	53_VetPage
	54_Dayinthelife
	55_DouglasEllimanAd
	56_FIRealEstate

