
Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

Volume 63  |  Issue Eight

August 30, 2019
Fire Is land’s Longest Running News Source Since 1957

FREECompliments of

INSIDE: 5 Summers 
of SUP

Tournaments, 
Races & Sports!

Farewell 
Good Doctor

Summer 2019 
Look Back

GOODBYE   



T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  J u l y  1 9 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   5 2

Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com



Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

 

  
Please Join VOBEC (and 100 countries!) for the 
33rd International Coastal Beach Clean-up 

 
 

Date: Saturday, September 7th  

Rain Date:  Sunday, September 8th 

11 AM – 1PM 
  

Communities Participating:  
Oakleyville 

Point O’Woods 
Ocean Bay Park 

Seaview 
Ocean Beach 

Corneille Estates 
Summer Club 
Robbins Rest 

 
Contact your local community leader for details 

Learn more at www.vobec.org 
Or contact us at vobec.fi@gmail.com 

 
 

This Event Supported by Ocean Beach Community Fund 
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@loriescaffedi

@mikemartin_60

@rkingimagery

@valentinoshootsraw @jeanschultz9
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Looking Back  
at the Bright Spots
LATE LAST NIGHT I found myself on the phone 
with FIN publisher Craig Low, which is not unusual. 
However with the bittersweet mood of working on the 
last issue of the summer, the conversation naturally 
drifted to assessing our publishing season. When 
you care about something, there are going to be 
disappointments along the way – it’s only natural to 
assess where things fell short, and how we could have 
done better. Then Craig said to me, “Look at the bright 
spots, Shoshanna, we’ve accomplished so much.”

It did not take me long to see Craig’s point: 
Mariana Dominguez’s article about women’s 
emerging presence in the South Bay ferry industry 
has scored over 35k views on our Facebook page – 
those numbers are usually reserved for disasters and 
other hard news. With the help of FIN staff, including 
cartoonist Eric Pederson and Robert Sherman, 
Thomas McGann penned a history on the little 
documented presence of beloved children’s author 
Maurice Sendak’s relationship to Fire Island, and 
now we are receiving correspondence from scholars 
all over the country asking for more information. I 
have witnessed Fire Island residents collectively raise 
their voice on subjects dear to them, and watched a 
Chamber of Commerce bring fractured groups of 
people together through launching their seafood and 
music festival. What a summer we have had!

I wish to thank our community columnists: Bradlee 
White for her passion, Hugh O’Brien for his wit, Joey 
Macellaro for his sensitivity, Barbara Placilla for her 
class, and Robert Levine for his friendship. I thank all 
the subject columnists who I have learned so much 
from, and our reporters who I have watched grow 
into fine writers and esteemed colleagues. Also our 
staff photographers, who will always fight for the best 
image to make it to the printed page, even when that 
image is not one of their own. Finally I ask you to 
turn to page 48 of this issue, it’s our business directory 
– the restaurants, shops, real estate agents, home 
services, and skilled professionals have brought you 
this paper free of charge all summer long. Thank them 
with your business.

Farewell for now everyone – be good to each 
other! 
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 AROUND & ABOUT >> 

 American beauties riding below deck, Invasion 2019. (Photo by Robert Sherman)

 Vows: In the eye of a freak summer storm at the end of June, 
Juanita Martinez and Mike Horton exchange vows of matrimony, 
sheltered inside Ocean Beach Village Hall. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

 Scholarship: It was an emotional moment as young John Brennan of Seaview received the Barbara 
DeWolf Achievement Award from Virginia Horton, at the Fire Island School graduation ceremony on 
June 20. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

 Deemed “too creepy” by some of the editing staff, this strange 
image that surfaced during the Ocean Beach Seafood & Music 
Festival was ultimately not used first time around – but it’s memo-
rable. (Photo by Robert Sherman)  Browsing at the Pine Walk Fair in Fair Harbor. (Photo by Sean Fitzthum)

 More American beauties, Lifeguard Tournament 2019. (Photo by Robert Sherman)

Looking Back on the Fire Island Summer of 2019
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 Cherry Grove distinguished Honors Award Recipients 2019: James Fallon collecting 
the award on behalf of his late father, James Fallon Sr.; Honoree Gerri Losquadro, 
multiple committee member of Cherry Grove Property Owners Association; Honoree 
Eddie Fraser, vice president of community relations at Northwell Health; along with 
Joyce Yaeger and Dianne Romano, vice president and president of Cherry Grove 
Community Association, Inc. (Photo courtesy of Ray Bagnuolo) See Robert Levine’s 
Cherry Grove community column on page 20 for more information.

 AROUND & ABOUT >> 

Here, Now, and Ahead

 The Great South Bay SUP Race, hosted by Bay Shore Yacht Club, is now five years 
strong. Read more about it on page 15. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

 Crossing the finish line, more Sandpiper Race photos and coverage on page 31. 
(Photo by Lauren Chenault)

 Bishop Richard Henning at the Our Lady of the Magnificat Blessing of the Waters 
ceremony, Aug. 15. (Photo by Robert Sherman)

 FINS Town Hall Meetings: Make your voices heard. The next meeting is at Fire 
Island School, on Sept 12, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. (Photo by Robert Sherman)

 After the boys of summer have gone: Oceanbeacsoftball.com (Photo by Lauren 
Chenault)
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PEOPLE CYCLE IN and out 
of Fire Island every single 
day, whether it be summer or 
off-season, and rain or shine. 
Out of all those who come and 
go, Dr. Robert Furey – more 
commonly known as Dr. Bob 
– is one who has been in it for 
the long haul. 

As Saltaire’s primary care 
physician for 43 years, Furey 
has maintained loyalty both to 
the people of the island, and the 
island itself. As the 2019 sum-
mer season winds down, resi-
dents of Saltaire have begun 
preparing themselves to say 
goodbye to a beloved member 
of their community. 

Furey began his tenure on Fire Island in 1976, 
when he was employed with out of Roosevelt Hospi-
tal in New York City as a surgeon. The hospital gave 
doctors like Furey the opportunity to work on loca-
tion at different communities on Fire Island – Roos-
e elt ospital s program was specific to altaire.

“There used to be a sign-up sheet at the hospi-
tals,” Furey said. “We were only making $5,000 a 
year in those days, so it was a chance for doctors to 
get away and also a way to supply doctors to these 
communities.” 

When Roosevelt Hospital eventually closed, 
Saltaire reached out to doctors like Furey who had 
worked there before, and asked them to return as 
free agents.

“A week became a month, and a month became 
the whole summer,” he said.  

Furey has been a loyal servant to Saltaire for 43 
years without a death or malpractice suit, which he 
commends himself for. He retired from his job as a 
surgeon fi e years ago, but has continued his wor  as 
the Saltaire Village doctor. 

He sees both children and adults for a variety of 
ailments. In the past, he says he most frequently saw 
splinters. However now that the new boardwalk is 
in place, he doesn’t see them as often. Now, for the 
most part, he tends to orthopedic injuries, dermatol-
ogy cases and ear infections.

Although Furey works with the dedication and 
passion that any good doctor would, he goes above 
and beyond to make medical experiences more per-
sonal for Saltaire residents.

“I’m here 24/7 and I make house calls on a bicycle. 
The advantage I have is that I know everyone in town 
and they know me, so it’s a personal service,” he said.

Following the end of this season, Furey will leave 
the island with a heavy heart. A decision made by 
the Saltaire Board of Trustees has put a Northwell 
Health Clinic in place as the community’s primary 
healthcare provider beginning next year, removing 
Furey from the position.

All Saltaire Board of Trustee meetings this sea-
son have involved a lengthy discussion of the topic, 
with citizens speaking up and showing support for 
Furey, as well as uncertainty about the new clinic. 

The Saltaire Village Trustees how-
ever have given their reasons for decid-
ing to contract with Northwell Health 
Clinic, citing the move as a liability 
precaution, as well as good financial 
sense, as there is no cost to Saltaire 
taxpayers since it is part of North-
well’s community service program.

Still, trustees are sensitive to the 
pivotal role Furey has played in the 
community for quite some time, and 
have entertained ideas of keeping him 
in some other capacity. So far, noth-
ing has been decided. However, with 
the help of community members, the 
board managed to put together a fare-
well party for Furey at the Saltaire 
Yacht Club on Sunday, Aug. 18. (See 

Hugh O’Brien’s Saltaire column on page 14.)
“It was a nice turnout, and I always joke that the 

people came for free food, not for me,” he said. “But 
the people were very gracious, a lot of them made 
speeches about me and said very nice things.”

Furey has seen a lot in over four decades as the 
Saltaire physician, and looks back happily on all his 
time on Fire Island. In reminiscing, he recounted hap-
py, strange, and funny stories alike. 

he first ambulance call we e er had here, we 
went out and almost got stuck on the beach – the nude 
beach. The nudists helped to push us out of the sand 
and saved the day,” Furey said laughing.

When asked what he’d miss most about Saltaire, 
Furey responded, “The people,” without hesitation. 
“They are wonderful. They have been great to me, 
I’ve made a lot of wonderful friends out here, and I 
have great stories. That’s the sad part about leaving.”

urey will finish out the summer season in the 
office he has always occupied, and will tend to 
patients until the very last moment he can. He hopes 
to return to Saltaire, if not as a physician, as a commu-
nity member and friend.

Robert Furey: Saying So Long to the Village Doctor
By Danielle Lipiec

 LETTER TO  
 THE EDITOR >> 

A note from Mr. Sandpiper: 
I would like to thank all of my volunteers, 

the mayor and trustees, fire and police depart-
ments, lifeguards, village office staff and the 
maintenance department. Also thanks to Chris 
and Laura Mercoglaino of the Palms Hotel 
for donating the water bottles, and a special 
thanks to Sara Krug and my son, Morgan, for 
their great ideas that made the race better. Yes, 
we ran out of shirts, so sign up early next year. 
This race is truly a community event that over 
100 kids and twice as many parents partici-
pate in, and is enjoyed by all.

See you next year and thanks again,
—Steve Einig

Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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 FROM THE FIN ARCHIVES >> 

Labor Day on Fire Island is always bittersweet, no matter what century. Whatever the water 
carnival was, it must have been very popular because the crowd is a fair match for the bustling 
summer streets of Ocean Beach in present day. The attire of the spectators appears still very 
much rooted in the late 19th century. The community of Ocean Beach would not organize as 
an incorporated village for another eight years; even the sewer district was still three years 
away. Thus the few modest buildings along the skyline are not recognizable at all by today’s 
standards – still the view of a ferry approaching the boat basin somehow remains timeless 
and eternal.

Ocean Beach 
Water Carnival, 
Labor Day 1913

Present day photo taken by Shoshanna McCollum.
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CHERRY GROVE’S CIVIC governance 
has always been vested in the hands of 
its homeowners. The Property Owners 
Association’s board of directors and all 
its community service committees were 
comprised of both heterosexuals and 
homosexuals. During the Association’s 
early organizing years most gay individ-
uals, however, served under the protective 
coloration of the decorous “double life.” 
While in Cherry Grove the cloak of heter-
onormativity might be somewhat relaxed, 
but on the mainland same-sex relation-
ships were mostly covert.

In September 1944, the Cherry Grove 
Association met at Duffy’s Cherry Grove 
Hotel where its members proposed to for-
mally organize themselves as a civic enti-
ty that would govern the beach colony. 
Dr. Ernest Osborne was elected president 
of the association. ther elected officers 
were Edward Duffy, its vice-president; 
Richard Sandford, its treasurer; and Mrs. 
Harriet Erstein, its secretary. The Associ-
ation’s directors included John Koman, 
Herman J. Schoenfeld, John Thurber, 
Arthur Jedlicka and Earl Blackwell Jr., a 
Cherry Grove homeowner with his busi-
ness and personal companion, Ted Strong. 

Blackwell’s Celebrity Service, begun 
in , had become a run away, finan-
cial success. It tracked the whereabouts of 
past, present and rising celebrities, main-
tained contact listings, and charged an 
annual fee to its subscribers for access to 
this information. Blackwell later would 
become co-editor with Cleveland Amory of the 
Celebrity Register begun in 1963. Earl Blackwell 
is not the same Mr. [Richard] Blackwell, the 1960’s 
fashion disaster arbiter. 

In 1939-40, Earl Blackwell and Ted Strong were 
hired by the New York World’s Fair organizers to 
provide celebrity appearances there. Organizing 
celebrity events became Blackwell’s entree to New 
York City’s and Hollywood’s social elite. He orga-
nized the infamous Happy Birthday Mr. President 
(John F. Kennedy) party, featuring the celebratory 
warblings of Marilyn Monroe at Madison Square 
Garden in 1962.

Blackwell and Strong rented a cottage in Cher-
ry Grove named “Debris” from Stewart Perkinson 
in 1941. The rental fee of $15 a month was applied 
to the eventual purchase price of the cottage and 
the transaction was completed in 1942. Later they 
bought Charles Duryea’s “Bay House,” which they 
completely renovated and modernized. It would 
become one of the legendary “party houses” in  
the Grove. 

At its annual membership meeting (1945), the 
roperty wners Association minutes re ect its 

members’ acknowledgment of the Grove as “a per-
manent summer resort area” (with approximately 90 
owner or renter-occupied dwellings). Blackwell had 

advanced to the Association’s presidency. He pro-
moted the purchase of a building for sale in Sayville 
that could be oated across the bay and refurbished 
as the Association’s meeting house. 

He raised $1,000 (the purchasing power of $14,254 
in 2019) for a new community house “through the 
first annual herry ro e county fair and costume 
ball.) Blackwell’s promotional and publicity skills, 
honed at his Celebrity Service events, were put to 
brilliant use.

The fair was a glamorous Saturday night event 
held at the beach colony on Sept. 22. Ferries and pri-
vate boats transported fairgoers from the mainland 
and bac  from  p.m. until a final midnight return 
home. Blackwell created a small midway, mimick-
ing the type seen at rural county fairs, on Duffy’s 
hotel porch, which he festooned with hundreds of 
colored lights and garlands of hydrangeas. Guests 
entertained themselves with games of chance, a 
grab bag stand and carnival-style amusements. The 
hotel’s dining room was transformed into a country 
barn and sideshow with a harvest-themed panora-
ma replete with corn stalks, pumpkins and a country 
store stocked with homemade goods. 

A town and gown ambiance was achieved with a 
costume ball and sophisticated prizes It was estimat-
ed that over 1,000 people attended the event.

At the Sept. 29, 1945 meeting of the 
Cherry Grove Property Owners Associ-
ation, its members formalized plans for 
purchasing lots on which would sit a 1-1/2 
story, cedar shake clad carriage house. 
The Association had purchased the build-
ing for $400 from a Sayville estate; the 
housing development parcel owned by 
August Kappel, a local real estate devel-
oper. he building was oated across the 
Great South Bay that fall by Clive Davis 
of Davis Brothers (Blue Point, NY).

The carriage house was winterized 
quickly, and its subsequent renovations 
were carried out principally by an area car-
penter, Andrew Novotny, with the help of 
Cherry Grove resident handymen. Mem-
bership meetings of the Property Owners 
Association began onsite at the carriage 
house immediately the next season, 1946. 

One period photo of a communi-
ty meeting, taken in the carriage house, 
shows residents seated on low benches in 
space dimly illuminated by ambient light, 
perhaps from open carriage house doors 
and windows. The building had no electric 
lighting between 1946 and 1948. There-
after, two four light gas fi tures with a 
hook-up to gas tanks were installed in the 
building to provide interior illumination. 

The Property Owners Association’s 
Arts Project Committee, chaired by Earl 

lac well, presented its first fundrais-
ing production that September. Blackwell 
described it as “an intimate musical revue 
of about 40 minutes,” titled “The Cher-

ry Grove Follies of 1948.” Three back-to-back per-
formances were presented one night only. A Suffolk 
County News headline trumpeted “Collect $1,800 
in Drive for Beach Theatre” following the inaugu-
ral production. 

Original Arts Project founders numbered 60 
property owners and 130 renters, friends, and guests. 
In the fall of 1948 two theater construction fundrais-
ing events, a Halloween Party (featuring Richard 
Avedon, its photographer of costumed guests) and 
a speakeasy-themed Roaring ‘20s Party were held 
at the exclusive NYC penthouse nightclub Spivy’s 
Roof. The construction of a full hemp-house theater 
addition to the carriage house with dressing rooms, 
orchestra pit (since removed), and a renovated audi-
torium with a balcony and lighting booth was com-
pleted by the beginning of the 1949 summer season.

By 1950, Blackwell’s celebrity tracking and 
events planning business seems to have overtaken 
his summer holidays, time once dedicated to Cherry 
Grove governance and entertainment endeavors. He 
sold his Grove property to remain in New York City. 
We can only posthumously thank Earl Blackwell Jr. 
and his companion at the time, Ted Strong, for their 
vision and acumen in establishing the arts and enter-
tainment legacy of today’s Cherry Grove Communi-
ty House and Theater.

Earl Blackwell Jr. and the Cherry Grove 
Arts Project
By Carl Luss

“Happy Birthday Mr. President,” Earl Blackwell and Marilyn Monroe, 1962.
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THIS IS THE LAST ISSUE of the FI News for 
2019 and the cusp of the Labor Day weekend, a 
sure lead into fall. Sam’s workers are already out 
cutting down the drooping phragmites that slap 
unwary bicyclists in the face. Another big storm 
out of the west has brought cool 
weather. It is time for the last party 
events, the last Kismet League for 
Animal Welfare (KLAW) sale, and 
the almost last chance to meet and 
question the new FINS Superinten-
dent Alexcy Romero. It is time for 
a little nostalgia as well as a look 
ahead to the fall KCA meeting and 
the Kismet Historical Society fund-
raiser in October.

 Looking back on the spring and 
summer: We had bingo, Sunday 
night movies, yoga and Pilates. Tom 
Licari won the Battle of the Bloody 
Mary, KFD held its annual open house, The Kismet 
Historical Society held a logo contest, KFDA spon-
sored CPR training and KLAW held its 22nd annual 
Flea Market. The Clifford/Gordon crew won the 
Sandcastle building contest. Fierce rains drove the 
Burger Cookoff contestants to shelter at the Lambe 
house while Seabay’s annual potluck was canceled 
for fear of another torrential rain. The Fourth of 
July festivities were fabulous, the parade delightful, 
the food delicious, and the raf es successful for 
the KFD and KLAW. Riley Cole and Kai Sitone 

collected for the Riverhead Marine Foundation. 
The all day Festival by the Bay offered fun and 
prizes as well as interesting vendors. It topped 
last year’s despite the heat. Comedy night, hosted 
by Sam Wood, was uproariously comical. The 

Fire Island Wildlife Foundation 
posted signs and sponsored a full 
page ad in the Fire Island News 
to alert islanders to the threat of 
the upcoming FINS Deer Hunt 
and to solicit help in stopping it. 

Sadly, this summer also 
brought the sudden passing of 
three long-term seasonal resi-
dents of Kismet, all described as 
strong-willed, talented women. 
Carole Thomas, a professional 
woman, was a do-it-your-
selfer with great skill and talent, 
who was described as a “tough 

cookie” with strong convictions. She loved cats and 
worked tirelessly fund-raising for KLAW.

Lynn Gioiella was a teacher, administrator and 
author of te tboo  articles in the field of nursing 
and health professions. She served as president and 
member of the board of Kismet’s Camelot.

Described as “feisty” by her family, Dolores 
Dabe, passed away on Aug. 11, in her sleep at the 
West Village co-op she called home for 40 years. 
She became a Kismet homeowner on Seabay 
Walk in 1996. An accomplished artist, Dolores 

was an elite, established presence among the top 
tier of lingerie designers. Later, she expanded into 
ceramics, painting, and mixed media. Her Kismet 
home re ected her sense of design. he too lo ed 
cats and became a tenacious advocate for the 
“outdoor” cats cared for by KLAW, researching cat 
food prices and producing eye catching signage for 
KLAW events. I was able to meet with her sister, 
Ruth, and niece, Dori, who I had heard so much 
about. I will miss my “feisty” friend and neighbor.

Upcoming Events: 
• The Kismet League for Animal Welfare will 

hold a special Labor Day Sale on Saturday, Aug. 
30, in the driveway across from the Firehouse. The 
sale will run from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and will feature 
a professional jewelry designer with her collection, 
designer beach cover-ups and drawings for gift 
certificates to local and off island eateries. 

• The fundraiser for the Kismet Historical Society 
will be held Sunday, Oct. 6, from 2-4 p.m., at the 
Inn. Everyone is being asked to bring photos they 
would like to be scanned and archived for the histor-
ical project. Minimum donation is $30.

K I S M E T
by Bradlee White 

Kismet Kapers

1. Frank, Mike, Brian, Gen, Bob, Mike and Cassie at  
the “Brown Sugar” Luau. 

2. The Butler Family and Olivia also at the Luau. 

3. RIP Dolores Dabe.

1 2

3
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THERE EVERYONE WAS, enjoying the 90-degree 
heat and 90-percent humidity early Thursday eve-
ning, when suddenly we’re hit by 60 MPH winds, 
torrential rains, and topping it off, a blackout that 
lingered till Friday on West and Surf walks … only 
days after a burst main forced the Village to shut off 
water to the west side of town for several hours (a 
comple  fi  handled e pertly by the guys . And here 
I thought Saltaire’s water mains only burst on the 
east side of town. he power outage e en short cir-
cuited the Thursday night movie, interrupting our 
end of the world film festi al, though admittedly 
the timing was uncanny. inda significant, d say.

Anyway, Thursday’s events, combined with the 
s y s first autumnal hue sic , are sure signs that the 
end, of summer at any rate, is upon us; which in 
turn means it’s time to note the usual straggle of fall 
e ents. n pec ing order .

 anca e rea fast, unday, ept. ,  to 
 a.m. he . . shuts ept.  ondays only refuse 

collection resumes ept.  remember altaire s red 
ag initiati e . octor ob s on call till ept.  life-

guards wee ends through ept. . A all esti al, 
aturday, ct. ,  a.m.  alloween costumes, 

goodies, maybe ma es, the gamut. he ar et s 
open with reduced days and hours  through ct. 

 li ewise the acht lub, wee ends only. eep 
an eye out for email updates with any changes. he 

ibrary is closed  please return all boo s. amp is 
o er  please return all ids. ut the illage ffice, 
Maintenance, Public Safety, the Fire Company, your 
faithful servants on the Board of Trustees, remain on 
duty, digging through everything from snow to pa-
perwor  to eep the place humming all winter long.

One trusted staffer who’ll be leaving our employ 
this September is none other than Georgine Posil-
lico, without whom we’d never know what Mario’s 
last name is. eorgine has wor ed immeasurably 

and intensely hard for many years to help insure your 
needs are met, your questions answered and your 

illage run as well as it should be. er cheerful, re-
sourceful and imaginative, always willing to take on 
extra tasks, Georgine is a dedicated, hard-working 

altairian of many hats. uc ily the office will ha e 
an able replacement in Meagan Leppicello, whom 
you ll all get to now in the coming months. ood 
luc  eagan, and than  you, eorgine. 

Our overdue testimonial to Bob Furey was a huge 
success, with a large turnout of citizens thanking 
Bob for his years of service and, even more import-
ant, friendship. ob was inundated with pla ues 
but spent so much time accepting congratulations 
and posing for photos that he never did get anything 
to eat  fortunately  manager ennis ommelo 
wangled a plate of chef Patrick Zappia’s salmon so 

ob could grab a uiet little repast afterward. he 
last bite of brunch has been wolfed down, but the 
love and affection for Bob won’t disappear so eas-
ily. he oc says he ll see us later, to which we 
reply, cribbing his favorite parting quip, “Thanks 
for the warning!”

Report on the annual soccer tournament, from 
the guy whose name is on the trophy  Another 
successful erlberger up, than s to eith iller, 

on affner, and  high le el players. ost players 
e er. eather, and the field s condition, were great  
than s ern. After a slow start on aturday, range 
regrouped and reached the finals on unday, but 

rey pre ailed in a hard fought match. he . . ut-
ler Memorial Sportsmanship Trophy was awarded 
to those fi e wonderful range teenage girls.  
went to ac  hire, goal eeper for rey. his tour-
nament is a family acti ity. e alue fun and sports-
manship above all, although the quality of play was 
once again astounding. nwards to the nd up.  
I didn’t realize Vern Henriksen was responsible for 

the weather as well as the field s condition though 
he seems to do e erything else , or that alph uses 
the British spelling of ‘Grey,” but, earl’s well that 
ends well,  suppose.

he last couple of years we e waited until the fi-
nal column to note those Saltairians, past and recent, 
who’ve passed away since last summer; a chance 
to remember them as summer draws to its close. 
Time and space constraints prevent us from giving 
them the due each deserves, but simply recalling 
their names may bring back a few choice memories, 
evoke a smile or two, and help insure they’ll never 
be forgotten. o, with fond affection and e en fonder 
regard, we remember…George Mihaly…Harry Bak-
er eborah mith a id atts ob onlan

enore il er . . utler . i  hrlich and a-
id roadhead. ach brought something uni ue and 

inimitable to our lives; they left our village a better 
place, and for those who knew them, made us better 
people. est in peace, good and gentle friends.

hen you return ne t spring you ll ha e a fin-
ished wooden ighthouse rom, a new building at  
Bay, improved civic services, even modern conve-
niences li e water and electricity, at the ready. ope 
you enjoy them, and should we indeed be swept aside 
in the looming reeducation drive, think of us warmly 
with, appropriately (for the one and only time in his-
tory ,  hindsight.

S A LTA I R E
SALTAIRE SUMMERY  by Hugh O’Brien 

1. Two Saltaire legends – Chuck Jones congratulates 
honoree Dr. Bob Furey. (Photo by Neysa Furey.) 

2. Dr. Bob sandwiched between the men who fed 
him, the SYC’s Patrick Zappia and Dennis Sommelo. 
(Photo by Neysa Furey.)

3.  The Jogathon begins. Softball playoffs and  
basketball tournament this weekend. 
(Photo by Catherine O’Brien.)
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Action on the bay.

Racing in open waters.

PADDLEBOARDERS FROM ALL ACROSS Long 
Island and from surrounding states paddled against 
the elements Aug. 25, to compete in the Fifth Annual 
SUP at the Bay Shore Yacht Club (BYC), which has 
been officially renamed he reat outh ay ace.

More than 50 paddlers participated in a one-mile 
fun race, a three-mile race suitable for all recre-
ational paddlers and a six-mile race for those more 
advanced, on a sunny, albeit windy Sunday morn-
ing, to support the en ironmental nonprofit a e he 

reat outh ay.
Even after paddling against the wind on the way 

to the finish line, people were coming out of the 
water with big smiles, hugging each other and say-
ing how much fun they had. 

he e ent, sponsored by outh hore addle-
boards, included a pre race brea fast, free shirt with 
registration, raf es, post race lunch, pro ided partly 

by well aco, drin s, music and an awards ceremony.
South Shore Paddleboards owner Karen Marvin 

felt extremely honored to be supported by the BYC to 
be able to eep the race going for the past fi e years.

 “I have to say this race would not even be remote-
ly possible if it was not for the Bay Shore Yacht Club 
who goes above and beyond every single year to 
ha e this race in efforts to support the reat outh 
Bay,” Marvin said.

Paddlers of all ages competed, the youngest was 
just 11 years old. 

wo of the top winners for the si mile race 
who received trophies were Jack Egan from Con-
necticut, with a time of 1:12 and 14-year-old 
Robert Fioresi from East Islip, who came in at  
1:29.

 ynch, after coming in last place the pre ious 
year, placed first in the men s  category in the 

three mile race, with a time of . racee an-
buren placed first in the women s  category in 
the three-mile race with a time of 42:50.

hen it s windy li e this,  don t ha e rent-
als and  don t do lessons because it s not that easy 
to battle, but you all did it, and you did it very suc-
cessfully,  ar in said. m really proud of e ery 
single one of you.”

ost race raf es included a paddleboard donat-
ed by Marvin, a $200 gift card to Anthony Scot-
to restaurants, a complementary teeth cleaning and 
whitening by Mark J. Harris M.D. in Babylon and a 
new paddleboard fin.

he awards are a big part of it but ha ing fun 
is a bigger part of it,  ar in said. et s ust 
remember that it s not always about the trophy.  
t s about the family and the sto e that we all  

created today.”

Five Summers of the Great South Bay SUP Race 
By Laura Schmidt

SUP high-five.

Heading back to Bay Shore Yacht Club.

The fearless Karen Vaccaro Marvin spearheads the race in  
windy weather.
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OB Meeting 
7/13/19
By Emma Boskovski 

THE OCEAN BEACH VILLAGE of Trustees meet-
ing of the summer season was held on July 13, at the 
Ferry Terminal Boat House. General session began 
at 11:15 a.m.

Fourteen agenda items were to be discussed 
between the board and those in attendance, includ-
ing: organizational meeting portion, accept extension 
for yearly electrical maintenance contract, accept 
out-of-village water user agreements, and approval 
to accept L.K. McLean Associates’ recommendation 
to designate phase II of the ferry terminal improve-
ments as SEQR Type II (State Environmental Qual-
ity Review: A Type II action does not require further 
SEQR review). Two public hearings were also held 
mid-meeting. 

A moment was devoted to silence in honor of Bill 
Reynolds, 77, the village’s assistant district attorney. 
He unexpectedly passed away of a heart attack just 
the week before. 

In his mayor report, James Mallott reported that 
the first small, but useful, crosso er bench has been 
placed on Bungalow Walk. 

The superintendent report, delivered by Kevin 
Schelling announced that water wells two, three and 
four are now fully operational. Of the seven problem-
atic sewer lines he discussed, the holes in each have 
been repaired. Schelling said that new equipment for 
the village was also ordered including a new fence 
to be installed, enclosing the playground, and new 
chairs were ordered for the Community House. 

he fire department report was gi en by an 
Levine, who was recently reelected as chief. Levine 
announced new fire department members to the il-
lage and gave thanks to R.J. Stretch and John McCo-
llum for their service.

rom the police department, fficer eorge 
Hess expressed in his report his disapproval that a 
recent missing person, Kayla Huebner, 19, was not 
reported to the police until later notice. Her moth-
er took what Hess called “inappropriate means” to 
locate her daughter on Facebook. Once reported to 
the OBPD, she was found within four hours, and 
once located, received proper care. Hess used this 
incident to illuminate and remind citizens of the 

alue that e ists in filing a missing person s report 
to the police department. 

Hess also reported that the Fourth of July hol-
iday was a “quiet day” from his department’s 
perspective, when put into context of the 201 tick-
ets that have been issued since the beginning of  
the season.

Mayor Mallott then took a few minutes to 
announce the recent Community House dedication 
to former mayor, Natalie Katz-Rodgers, the village’s 
first female mayor. at odgers ser ed cean 
Beach from 1998-2006. 

Two public hearings took place amid the meeting 
agenda, one regarding NYS Eminent Domain Pro-
cedure Law 476-478 on Bay Walk, another in rele-
vance of adopting Local Law No. 3 concerning the 
amendment of penalties and offenses. 

There were multiple approvals that followed: an 
extension for a yearly electrical maintenance con-
tract, out-of-village water user agreements for two 
Seaview families, and the above mentioned L.K. 
McLean Associates designation of the phase II of the 
ferry terminal improvements.

During the Hearing of the Citizens portion of the 
meeting, concerns were raised about the increased 
presence of electric bicycles in the village. Chief 

ess confirmed that these bi es with small motors 
are prohibited in the village. 

Another citizen voiced their concern about the 
bikes chained outside of the tennis courts. Mayor 
Mallott designated the bikes be removed, reminding 
citizens the space is intended solely for wagons.

OB Meeting 
8/17/19
By Shoshanna McCollum
SUNNY SKIES AND PLEASANT weather made 
being anywhere on Fire Island but a municipal board 
meeting very appealing, and perhaps that is why it 
moved along so quickly. Even the Mayor’s report 
focused on what was going on beyond the meeting 
walls – including the Sandpaper Run and the gallery 
opening at O.B. Historical Society later in the day, 
as well as the recent success of the Seafood & Music 
Festival launched by the O.B. Chamber of Com-
merce. Fire Chief Ian Levine reminded the audience 
of the upcoming Labor Day Breakfast on Sept. 2. 
Fifteen minutes into the meeting, they were already 
13 items into an 18-item agenda. 

Said Item 13 was an authorization to accept 
change of work orders from D&B Engineers & 
Architects, P.C., with WHM Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors, Inc. of East Setauket named for the sec-
ond phase of the sewer plant rehabilitation, which 
was agreed upon unanimously.

Item 14 to authorize all business licenses – includ-
ing dining and dancing licenses, restaurant applica-
tions, hotel/rooming house applications, and market/
specialty food applications to various commercial 
establishments within Ocean Beach were also agreed 
upon unanimously.

Appointments to the Ocean Beach Environmen-
tal Commission (VOBEC) including longtime res-
ident Janet LaViolette (aka “Nurse Janet”) as its 
newest member, and David Fried as a junior member 
were ratified in item .

Item 16 revolved around setting a public hearing 
date for the much discussed new local law 05/2019 
to revise the building code and cessation of local 
law 04/2019, building moratorium and house con-
struction. Said hearing is tentatively set for Sept. 14, 
2019. Mayor Mallott stressed the importance to “get 
it done before it affects the building season.”

However this meeting’s scheduled public 
hearing to continue discussion of NYS Eminent 
Domain Procedure Law for 476-478 Bay Walk nev-
er re-opened. Plans are to reschedule also to Sept. 
14, provided certain circumstances concerning it 
are “hopefully resolved” in the words of Village 
Attorney Kenneth Gray.

Authorization and approval of H2M Architects & 
Engineers proposal to oversee a concrete pavement 
project in item 17 was also similarly tabled.

Which brought us to Hearing of the Citizens. 
Andrew as as ed about clarification of wor ing 
hours of the part-time, temporary building inspec-
tor. The mayor did not provide a conclusive answer 
beyond “we are working on it.” 

Another resident asked if the O.B. Chamber of 
Commerce was going to pay for the extra police 
staffing and street cleaning associated with the recent 
Seafood & Music Festival. Mayor Mallott said he 
was not sure there was extra police on call associat-
ed with the event. OBPD Chief George Hesse con-
firmed that he did put additional officers on shift 
because they were not sure what to expect. It was 
agreed the costs could be tallied up for review.

Another resident suggested power washing of 
streets after such events, but Public Works Super-
intendent Kevin Schelling reminded the audience 
of the noise concerns of power washing, especially 
when done in the early morning hours.

Another suggested street sweepers to clean the 
streets, but Trustee Norris reminded that has been 
tried before, and street sweepers often malfunction 
out in the beach environment because sand gets into 
their mechanism.

Edith Charlton asked how many vacant lots were 
left in Ocean Beach and the mayor answered he was 
not sure. Charlton said she heard a rumor that small-
er building lots were being considered in the revi-
sion of the building code, which Mallott adamantly 
declared was not the case. 

Finally David Lipsky asked why all business 
licenses were automatically approved when factors 
like littering have not been taken into account. Chief 
Hesse said those matters are monitored when the 
officers are on patrol.

The meeting was adjourned before noontime.

Double Header:  
Ocean Beach Meetings in July & August
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IN THIS ARTICLE,  write to re ect upon my 
experience covering the Village of Ocean Beach 
Board of Trustee monthly meetings that take place 
at the Ferry Terminal Boat House, typically on 
Saturday’s, at 11:15 a.m. 

Last summer, I had utilized the software known 
as GoToMeeting to stream the Village of Saltaire 
Board of Trustee meetings when unable to attend 
in person. This summer, I was assigned to cov-
er the Village of Ocean Beach Board of Trustee 
meetings, who claim to use the same technology, 
GoToMeeting. 

According to the services website, GoToMeeting 
is a “fast, easy, reliable” way to stream video meet-
ings. Once downloaded and provided with an access 
link, citizens can tune into the meeting via laptop or 
cell phone. Speaking as somebody who has worked 
with the software, I can attest to the reliability of  
the service.

The Village of Saltaire posts their tentative 
meeting agenda on the front page of their web-
site, like Ocean Beach. However, Saltaire includes 
a link at the top of their agenda to tune into GoT-
oMeeting. It also gives detailed instructions about 
how to call into the meeting using your cell phone 
with a provided number to dial and access code.  

When I was assigned to move eastbound down 
the island to cover Ocean Beach meetings, I 
assumed there would be the use of similar technol-
ogy that I had encountered at Saltaire. This idea 
was reinforced for me when it was mentioned at 
the May 18, 2019 meeting. 

For the Village’s July meeting, I missed my 
10:40 a.m. ferry to attend the 11:15 a.m. meeting 
after my epic marathon down Maple Avenue.  

I drove home and knew that I could stream the 
meeting online. 

Arriving home, with many aggressive clicks and 
clac s to my laptop eys,  could not find the lin  to 
stream the village meetings anywhere. I called the 
illage office for aid and recei ed no answer. 

ith the wa e of my white ag,  called my  
editor and admitted for the first time in my our-
nalistic career that I wouldn’t be able to submit 
an assignment that I accepted. I was disappointed 
in myself, but was also incredibly frustrated that 
 couldn t find the lin  anywhere online  was  

missing something?
Why did the Village of Saltaire, a private Fire 

Island community, make their link more transparent 
than the Village of Ocean Beach, one of the most 
populated incorporated villages on Fire Island?

Speaking with my editor later that day, she 
informed me that she found the link to tune 
into GoToMeeting on a closed Facebook page 
she belongs to as an Ocean Beach resident 
(Ocean Beach Bulletin Board). This Facebook 
page received the link from a post by Trustee  
Dawn Hargraves. 

This raised even more questions for me: why 
would a village even offer online streaming if the 
link is not discoverable anywhere? 

When my editor and I had found it, we decid-
ed that I would cover the Village’s next meeting 
in August remotely since I would be unavail-
able to attend, placing her on standby in case of  
any issues. 

ntil then,  filed a freedom of information 
request with the Village for the July meeting min-
utes so that I could still manage to report upon the 
meeting. I explained in my request that I work 
with The Fire Island News and what I intend-
ed to do with the minutes. However, a week lat-
er, I received an email from Ocean Beach that my 
request was denied. In the denial, received from 
the Village on July 22, it read “no such documents 
are responsive to your request at this time. At 
the next Board of Trustees meeting, Aug. 17, the 
Meeting Minutes will be approved. They are not 
available for release until that time.”

According to section 206 of New York State 
Open Meeting Law, “minutes of meetings of all 
public bodies shall be available to the public in 
accordance with the provisions of the freedom of 
information law within two weeks from the date 
of such meeting.”

However, the July meeting took place on July 
13, and the August meeting on Aug. 17. This is 
obviously more than two weeks. 

The morning of their meeting, Aug. 17, at 
11:15 a.m., I tuned into GoToMeeting using the 
link posted on that private Facebook page. A 
screen appeared that read “the meeting will begin 
when Dawn Hargraves VOB arrives.” This screen 
never disappeared. 

Despite multiple attempts to reach Trustee 
Dawn Hargraves for comment on this article, no 
response was ever received.

An article written by Timothy Bolger pub-
lished by the Fire Island News in 2017 that ran 
with the headline “Municipal Report Card: Fire 
Island governments get C+ for Transparency,” 
Saltaire received an A- and Ocean Beach a C-. The 
Long Island Open Records Report Card was curat-
ed by the Press Club of Long Island (PCLI).

According to Bolger’s article, local govern-
ments were scored based off grading criteria creat-
ed by Press Club of Long Island (PCLI) to inspect 
which local government entities properly aligned 
themselves with the New York State Freedom of 
Information Law. 

In the PCLI report, Ocean Beach lost points for 
repeated follow-ups required to obtain documents, 
charging for paper copies of board meeting agen-
das despite their policy against this, and not main-
taining a subject matter listing. C- of course is not 
a failing grade – but it does suggest there is room  
for improvement.

Fire Island Meetings Online:  
One Reporter’s Experience
By Emma Boskovski 
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THIS WAS A GOOD SUMMER. I spent days in the 
city and nights on the beach, enjoyed quality time 
with family and an assortment 
of friends and acquaintanc-
es, met new people, tried new 
things, and invested myself in 
pursuits I enjoy. I wrote, made 
phone calls, and conducted 
interviews. I made music and 
heard music. Somehow, in 
between it all, I relaxed, and 
saw sunrises and sunsets.

 “Do not cry because they 
are over!” wrote German poet 
Ludwig Jacobowski. “Smile, 
because they have been!” The 
sun is setting on our summer-
time days on the beach. These 
days were mostly good, but 
there are yet many more good days to come.

There is good news to report from the Ocean 
Beach Fire Department, which has received an 
Assistance to irefighters rant in the amount of 
$186,858 from the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA). The funds from the grant 
will cover the cost of 27 new Scott Air-Pak 4500 psi 
self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) units, as 
well as new air masks and 54 45-minute air bottles, 
an upgrade from the department’s current 30-minute 
bottles. A e uipment pro ides air to firefight-
ers in high-smoke conditions. The new apparatus is 
equipped with technology called Pak-Tracker, which 
pro ides detailed data on firefighters  locations.

“It’s a wonderful thing to be able to provide the 
most up to date e uipment to our olunteer fire-
fighters,  said fire department hief an e ine. t 
allows them to provide the best possible service to 
the residents and visitors 
of our communities.”

Assistant Chief Marty  
Leiderman and former 
Chief Frank Silsdorf 
applied for the FEMA 
grant two years ago, cit-
ing the need to bring the 
department’s equipment 
up to current standards.

In addition to the new 
SCBA equipment, through 
the petitioning of Silsdorf and the Ocean Beach Fire 
Department, the towns of Islip and Brookhaven are 
funding the purchase of 32 portable radios at a cost 
of $248,000. The radios will be distributed to all nine 
fire departments on ire sland.

“As the town supervisor, I am so grateful that we 
were able to secure the funding for the new radios 
for our emergency service providers on the barrier 
beach, and make sure they have the necessary tools 

to safeguard our residents and visitors to Fire Island, 
said Islip Town Supervisor Angie Carpenter.

ntil , all fire related 
radio communication on Fire 
Island was conducted through 
the Suffolk County Depart-
ment of Fire Rescue and 
Emergency Services’ low-
band radio system. Unique 
challenges arose on Fire 
Island, as Islip and Brookha-
ven towns operated on dif-
ferent frequencies and chiefs 
frequently could not reach 
the county dispatcher. A new 
Island-Wide Radio System 
was implemented to allow 

ire sland fire departments 
to communicate directly with 

each other during emergencies. However, communi-
cation with the mainland is still necessary, and the 
radios used by beach departments were incompati-
ble with the new 800-megahertz system the county is 
implementing in 2020. The new radios are compat-
ible with both the county system and the local Fire 
Island system.

hile our community s firefighters celebrate these 
achievements, nearly 80 of Ocean Beach’s most ath-
letic have been coming together over the last couple of 
weeks for the village’s 31st annual basketball tourna-
ment, the largest sporting event on the beach.

“We started off with four teams and now have 
nine,” said Commissioner Rick Kushner. “Players 
come from Seaview to Lonelyville and from Wash-
ington, D.C., too. There are two women playing this 
year.” He added that players must be at least 15 years 
of age.

The teams began com-
peting on Aug. 16, and 
finals will be played this 
weekend, starting Fri-
day, Aug. 30, at 4:45 p.m. 
and continuing Saturday, 
at 10:15 a.m., and Sun-
day, at 4 p.m. Around 350 
spectators typically attend 
finals, which are held at the 
Fire Island School. Kush-
ner, who owns three local 

businesses and has been on the beach since 1969, 
has served as commissioner since the tournament’s 
inception and is aided by six assistant commissioners.

The annual Sandpiper Run for children was held 
on the beach starting at Cottage Walk on Saturday, 
Aug. 25. The event, organized by Steve Einig, divid-
ed participants into four age categories: 4 and 5, 6 to 
8, 9 to 11, and 12 to 14. As always, an exuberant time 
was had by all.

The Ocean Beach Fishing Club’s annual catch-
and release fishing contest will be held this aturday, 
Aug. 31, on the west dock across from Maguire’s, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. All children aged 14 years 
and younger may participate. An entrance fee of 
$25 includes membership in the club, a rod, bait, 
a T-shirt, refreshments, a souvenir, and awards for 
boys and girls in two age groups – under 8 and 9 to 
14. Call Ocean Beach Fishing Club director Woody 
Salvan at 917-699-8416 for more information.

The Ocean Beach Association hosted its last 
social event of the season, a sunset happy hour, at 
the Windswept facility at Ocean Road, on the eve-
ning of Saturday, Aug. 24. As an aside, a long-time 
member of the Association stopped by last week to 
re uest that  remind readers to remo e e ent yers 
from telephone poles in a timely fashion.

The last day of summer bike restrictions is Tues-
day, Sept. 3. Fall schedules for Fire Island Ferries 
become effective Sept. 3, with the summer Sunday 
schedule being used on Labor Day. The next village 
board meeting will be held Saturday, Sept. 14, begin-
ning at 11:15 a.m., at the boathouse.

emember that the doctor s office at ayberry 
and Midway, operated by Northwell Health, remains 
open from 9 to 11 a.m. and from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and from 9 a.m. to noon and 3 to 6 
p.m. on weekends, through Sunday, Sept. 8.

“Maybe happy endings were real,” wrote author 
Katharine McGee, “as long as you understood that 
they weren’t endings, but steps on the road.” I’ve had 
the pleasure of crossing paths with so many of you 
this happy season. Until we meet again, keep smil-
ing, and keep in touch.

Good News from Our Fire Department

O C E A N  B E A C H  A R E A
by Joey Macellaro 

Congratulations to 
Mary Menger of 
Seaview for achieving 
her Girl Scout Gold 
Award for her Keeping 
our Seas Plastic Free 
initiative – an envi-
ronmental awareness 
program she designed 
for OBYG and 
Teenswept. Mary is  
a fourth generation  
Fire Islander.

1

2

1. Firefighter David Scharf and Lieutenants Melinda 
Joubert, Jim Wicks and Jim Sozomenu review the 
operation of the new air packs. (Courtesy of Marty 
Liederman)

2. Fire Island Basketball's annual tournament is in  
full swing.
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THE PARTY’S OVER – seems like Memorial Day 
was yesterday, and here we are on the cusp of Labor 
Day and there is still so much more to talk about in 
Ocean Bay Park.

The annual Ocean Bay Park Community Fair 
was held at the Schooner Inn on Aug. 10. Working 
together we all rocked it and it was a resounding suc-
cess. The Fair has been held every August for close 
to 50 years and is the main fundraising event for our 
homeowner’s association. The funds generated are 
used for community services and improvements. In 
addition to the raf es and silent auction, this year we 
added goldfish racing to the child friendly acti ities 
along with the face painting. As one of the co-chairs 
of the Fair, along with Cami Meyer and Lisa Jaffe, I 
would like to personally thank all the on and off-is-
land business owners and individuals who donated 
the food items along with the goods and services and 
gift basket items for the silent auction and especially 
Lisa Jaffe, whose professional event planning skills 
made it all happen. It was great to see some new fac-
es among the volunteer workers along with the stal-
warts who have worked the Fair for as long as I have 
lived here. 

The following day, the 13th Fire Island 5KRun 
for Rose race took place. This annual event is a 5K 

run to benefit the ose i angi oundation, which 
supports brain cancer patients and their families. 
I don’t run but I do volunteer as a course marshal 
and some of the OBPers I saw “race” by were Liz 

uber, on and oanne adeo, Anthony umagui 
and his mom, Bonnie. As he rounded the corner of 
B Street, my duty spot at the halfway point, I asked 
Seaview’s Woody Rubin how he was doing and he 
answered, “I’m doing great but I could use a piece 
of your cake!”

The summer may be coming to an end, but that 
hasn’t stopped the parties. In Ocean Bay Park, we 
never need an excuse to celebrate and in August 
there were birthday and house parties going on all 
over the town. We helped our young neighbor, Patryk 
Kozyra, mark his 14th birthday with a dinner hosted 
by his parents, Danny and Anet, at Schooner’s. They 
spend their summers in Ocean Bay Park then return 
to their home in Krakow, Poland. They live across 
the road, so we have watched Patryk grow up. We 
have also “listened” as he learned to play the sax-
ophone under the tutelage of ace sax player, Tris-
ten Visitacione. Patryck is now so good, he made his 
solo debut that evening. At the same time, Florence 

oldberg held a surprise th birthday party for her 
husband, Jon, as well as their friend, Leslie. Then 
there was a birthday dinner at the Kotzens catered 
by the FI Hotel’s Melissa Dodici. Down the road on 

rie, oyce and eorge reenberger celebrated their 
53rd wedding anniversary at the 50th birthday par-
ty they hosted for her goddaughter, Denise Tait. At 
“Bamboozled,” we were getting ready to celebrate 
the upcoming birthdays of our brother-in-law, Rob-
ert “Bert” Winters’ 50th birthday and our grandson, 

ic las aby s, th birthday.
School is still out for summer so Steven Jaffe 

hosted a day at the beach for some of the teachers 
from his school The Manhattan New School, PS 290, 
on the Upper East Side. Since they teach grades 1 
through 5, you know a day at the beach was just what 
they needed to get themselves ready for September.

I won’t be able to bring you the results of the 
annual Seaview vs Ocean Bay Park baseball game  

and whether we defend our title until 
next year, but I can report that the kids 
trounced the moms in the annual Bob 
Pitler Memorial Moms vs Kids game. 
The game was played on Saturday, Aug. 

, at ewman ield, with ob s daugh-
ter, Rebecca, in attendance. The score 
was so lopsided I won’t embarrass the 
moms by recounting it. Don’t worry 
moms, there’s always next year.

Being too old to participate in the 
first annual cean ay ar  atch and 
Release Fishing Tournament on Aug. 24, 

te e and  went fishing with my brother, 
Stephen Lott, and his wife, Diane. Along 
with Mike Supple and Lanny Vannoni, 
we booked an afternoon on a charter 

boat. When we went down to the dock for the water 
taxi over to the charter, we were surprised to see who 
our captain and first mate were  ohn agliano and 
Jim Parker. Both are now retired from the Suffolk 
County Police Department and are working for the 
Fire Island Water Taxi. They were SCPD Marine 

i ision officers stationed on  for a number of 
summers and are active in Tour de Force. The Tour 
de Force’s dual mission is to honor the victims of 
9/11 by keeping their memory alive through cycling 
e ents, and to raise funds to benefit the families of 
law enforcement offices nationwide who were illed 
in the line of duty, ma ing the ultimate sacrifice. e 
all had a great day out on the bay, although I was the 
only one to catch a eeper. After it was filleted,  too  
home  ounces of fish, which was hardly enough 
for dinner. y brother too  the fish home to ity 
Island, and his cats, Bonnie and Clyde, thoroughly 
en oyed their fish imported  from ire sland

 There is still so much to come, I’ll have to keep 
a diary so that we can all catch up next May. We 
anticipate that the long awaited beach replenishment 
pro ect will finally come to cean ay ar  some-
time this winter.  am eeping my fingers crossed 
until then that the beach holds up and the project to 
rebuild the dunes is successful. Hopefully there will 
be a replenished and beautiful new beach to enjoy 
when you all return next summer. Until then, peace, 
love and let the sunshine in!

O C E A N  B AY PA R K
Barbara Gaby Placilla 

1. Don and Joanne Madeo running for Rose.

2. Steven Jaffe and PS 290 coworkers.

3. Patryck Kozyra gets his sax solo.
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THE 16TH ANNUAL “Cherry Grove Honors” was 
a tremendous success on Saturday, Aug. 17. With 
many people in attendance, this special catered din-
ner was held at the CG Community House. Recipi-
ents included Gerri Losquadro, committee member 
of the Cherry Grove Property Owners Association; 
and Eddie Fraser, vice president of community rela-
tions at Northwell Health – both live in and are 
active forces in Cherry Grove. A posthumous award 
also was bestowed to Jim Fallon, who lived here for 
many years with his wife, Marie. 

Gerri, introduced by her partner, Lynne Moyer, 
was recognized for the work she has tirelessly done 
with engineers, bulkhead builders and the Town 
of Brookhaven to build our beautiful new Cherry 
Grove Dock. Eddie was introduced by Winnie Mack, 
executive director of Southside Hospital, and recog-
nized for the work he has done to arrange for North-
well to open a medical office in 
Cherry Grove. Jim was an attor-
ney who helped defend gay 
men in court who were arrested 
in Cherry Grove in the 1960s, 
during a darker era in our his-
tory. Many family and friends 
attended from the mainland and 
Cherry Grove to celebrate the 
unique accomplishments of this 
year’s honorees. 

The annual LezVolley tour-
naments were founded in 2011 
with 12 teams. This year, 25 
teams competed, as this grow-
ing event attracts athletes from 
throughout the tri-state area. 

Congratulations to tourna-
ment winners I’d Hit That, and 
see page 25 for additional cov-
erage of this special event.

Peggy Samson had her 
long time friend, a first tim-
er in the Grove, Margot Davis 
Sappern, visit her for two 
days from Vermont. Her hus-
band, Marty Byman, has been 
traveling from London each 
weekend. Amy Schreiber and 
Rhonda Wade had their annual 
guests return to the Grove from 
Dallas: Chris Hickman, James 
Dowd and Christian Tewes, 
who was celebrating his 50th 
birthday. James Caldwell was 
the weekend guest of Michael Moran and Matthew 
George. Tree Sequoia spent a few days in the Grove. 
Tree is famous for being at Stonewall Inn 50 years 
ago during the uprising and was interviewed in this 
paper earlier in the summer. James Valletti visited 
“Roseland” with his day guests, Mike and Denise 

eiss, from anhattan. t was their first time to 
the Grove. For the past 30 years, Mike has been 
a scriptwriter for “The Simpsons.” And Vanessa 

Williams (yes, the Vanessa Williams) was recently 
spotted having a drink in Cherry Grove and guest-
ing with Gregg Giannillo, who is a hairdresser with 
the “Today” show.

Cherry Grove girls Annie Scarpa, Rosie Grac-
ci and Joanne Tavis had their annual Gilda’s Club 
fundraiser, with a silent auction and entertainment 
by Donna Piranha. They are very proud to announce 
that they raised $27,000. 

Diane Romano and Patricia Goeff hosted a lun-
cheon for young LGBTQ foster children and their 
chaperones from New York City. Organized by San-
dy ee and odd oseph, and held for the first time 
last summer, this is well on its way to becoming an 
annual event in the Grove. Thank you to Frank of 
Cherry Grove Pizza for donating the pies to feed 
everybody, and to Linda for the ice cream.

Greg McMullen and Steven Sandoval hosted a 
party for Gene Price and Ste-
phen Anderson, who celebrat-
ed their 50th anniversary. Jason 
Versace, who now lives in Flor-
ida, returned to the Island for a 
short visit. We had a welcome 
home dinner party in his hon-
or at “Roseland,” with Valerie 
Perez, Evelyn Danko, Joan Van 
Ness and Lorraine Michels.

Marieann Meringolo per-
formed at the Community 
House on Aug. 22, as part of 
Arts Project of Cherry Grove’s 
Thursday Night Cabaret series. 
She had everyone mesmerized 
with her selection of songs, and 
was accompanied by her pianist 
and musical director of 20 years, 
Doyle Newmyer, Boots Maleson 
on bass, and Sipho Kunene on 
drums. It was a brilliant profes-
sional show. Marieann lived in 
the Grove this summer with her 
partner, Nancy. Dolye arrived in 
the Grove with his wife, Robyn. 
I have known them personal-
ly for many years. What a great 
evening it was.

We recently lost Mary “Big 
Mary” Tangari who moved to 
Ft. Lauderdale 15 years ago. 
She loved her “boys” and all the 
activities in the Grove. 

This is our last column for 
this season. Thank you for all the support, and keep 
your eye out for Rose Levine next spring.

Upcoming Events:
• APCG presents “Let’s Talk About Sex,” created 

and directed by Matt Baney, with an all-star Cherry 
Grove cast, on Aug. 31, at 7 and 10 p.m.

• Cherry Grove Garden Club is sponsoring their 
annual bake sale on Sunday, Sept. 1, at 11 a.m., at 

the Community House. Donations of home baked 
goods are welcomed.

• On Sept. 7, the 54 Annual Miss Fire Island  
Pageant will once again be held at the Ice Palace. 
Hosts are Ariel Sinclair, Porsche and Electra. Doors 
open at noon. 

• Roland Michely and Joe Anania will host their 
annual oga ea arty to benefit the Arts ro ect of 
Cherry Grove, on Sept. 7, from 4-7 p.m., at Lew-
is Walk. 

• “Split Decision,” written and performed by Joe 
Anania, directed and arranged by Barbara Grecki, 
will be presented at the Community House on Sept. 
7, at 8 p.m. I attended a rehearsal in Manhattan and 
the show is heartwarming, honest and funny. Make 
a point to see it.

• The 4th Annual Beer Blast will be held at the Ice 
Palace on Sept. 14, at 2 p.m.

• The APCG Year End Ball will be held on Sept. 
21, from 7-11 p.m., at Community House. This 
year’s theme is Stonewall Riot.

C H E R RY G R O V E
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine

1. Vanessa Williams spending time in the Grove with 
hair stylist Gregg Giannillo. (Photo courtesy of 
Michael Moran)

2. Gene Price and Stephen Anderson celebrating 50 
years as a couple.

3. Marieann Meringolo and company, with Doyle 
Newmyer to her left, and Boots Maleson and Sipho 
Kunene to her right.

4. A Broadway actress stopped in to see the NYC 
rehearsal of “Split Decision.” She is pictured with 
Roland, Joe Anania and Barbara Grecki.
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A SEA OF POOL PARTIES were running simulta-
neously on Aug. 24 in the Pines, and all were going 
swimmingly.

Liberation, hosted by Jon Tilli with VIP brunch 
and Stoli party. Hudson Taylor, president of Athlete 
Alley, spoke about her division, and how they educate 
youth in the LGBTQ community. Sara Leavitt also 
spoke about her division, Open Finance, which works 
with LGBTQ women teaching and training them 
about finances.  A younger off island crowd affiliated 
with this organization attended this pool party.

Callen-Lorde had their annual Splash! pool party 
at Gil Neary’s house on the bay. The attendance was 
huge  he pool was filled to the brim with people, 
balloons, and pool toys. Dave Guggenheim, chief of 
mental health, and Donnie Roberts, senior director 
of development and communication, were on hand 
to greet e eryone. allen orde has its main offices 
and medical facilities in Chelsea, and plans to open a 
branch in Brooklyn in 2020.

Not far away, the Human Rights Campaign 
(HRC) annual pool party fundraiser was held at  
“Beachcomber,” hosted by William Kapfer and Eric 
Baker. This too was another success. Many Pines 
regulars attended including Jim Pepper, Ward Auer-
bach, Andy Baker, Ron Chereskin, and Howard 
Goldfarb stopped by before going to check out the 
Callen-Lorde function. 

Robbie Regina and his husband, Gene Kagan, 
who lived in the Pines for many years, moved to 
Watermill. After the pool parties, many of their 
Pines friends traveled to the Hamptons to attend 
their housewarming party, which I’m sure was spec-
tacular. Albert Lepage, 
Durrell Parish and Andre 
Almeida have returned 
to the Pines after spend-
ing a vacation in Prov-
incetown, and  then 
Mikonos. 

Brian Rubin and his 
husband, Toby Sowers, 
spent many weekends 
in the Pines. Brian was 

here this past weekend with his childhood friend, 
Greg Davis, who lives in Houston. They were both 
born 45 years ago in the same hospital in Encino, 
California. They lived in the same neighborhood, 
attended the same school and remained friends. 
Greg just happened to be the Empress in the Hous-
ton, Texas, Imperial Court System in 2008. His drag 
name is arcia in  ill. his was his first time to 
Fire Island.  After enjoying Friday Tea Dance in the 

ines, they spent the first 
evening in the Grove with 
Michael and me, where 
we had dinner. Brian and 
his husband, Toby, have 
two children, Anna and 
Jonie. Brian and Greg 
did all the tourist attrac-
tions that you do in the 
Grove and the Pines. 
They attended an Under-
wear Party in the Grove, 
the Callen-Lorde pool party in the Pines, dinners out,  
attended Tea Dance, walked through the Meat Rack 
and had a great weekend. 

Joe Lieb had his cousins from Denver as his 
weekend guests, Mo Baumgarten with his children, 
Rob and Samantha. Rosemary Coluccio had Jossi 
Kirk as her houseguest from Melbourne, Australia. 
Barbara Gilston returned to the Pines and was the 
guest of Atilano Gimenes.

For many years, a group of local homeowners in 
the Pines have a volleyball tournament every Satur-
day and Sunday.  I met three people from the Grove, 

Dominic Paolillo, Anthony 
Fiorelli and Matthew Colvin, 
who were on their way to join 
the team.

I was very sad to recent-
ly learn that William Mey-
ers died in December. He and 
his partner, Wayne Adler, left 
the Pines a few years ago. 
They founded the chic Wil-
liam-Wayne & Co. design 

home shops  in New York 
City, which have been very 
successful.

Gil Neary and Matthew 
Bank have merged their busi-
nesses and have announced that 
DGNeary Real Estate will now 
be known as Bank Neary. We 
wish their new venture every 
success – and we wish our Pines 
readers all the best as we say 
farewell for another season.

Upcoming Events: 
• FIPAP is presenting “The 25th Annual Putnam 

County Spelling Bee,” with a cast of nine actors, 
plus special guest appearances at each performance. 
Showings are on Saturday, Aug. 31, at 6 p.m., and 
Sunday, Sept. 1, at 6 and 9 p.m., at Whyte Hall. 
Music and lyrics by William Finn, directed and cho-
reographed by Cynthia Murray Davis, and musical 
director Cody Dry. 

• Congregation B’Nai Olam will once again 
have High Holidays services at Whyte Hall. Rosh 
Hashanah services will be celebrated on Sunday, 
Sept. 29, at 7 p.m.; and Monday, Sept. 30, at10:30 
a.m., with a luncheon to follow. Yom Kippur ser-
vices will be Tuesday, Oct. 8, at 8 p.m.; Wednes-
day, Oct. 9, at 10:30 a.m. Yizkor on Wednesday, 
Oct. 9, at 1 p.m.; and Ne’ila at 6 p.m., with break-
ing of fast to follow.

• The annual Theatre and Literary weekend at the 
Madison Guest House once again will be held on 

olumbus ay. ee yers in eptember for informa-
tion, when available.

F I R E  I S L A N D  P I N E S
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine

1. Splash! pool party for Callen-Lorde.

2. Cast of FIPAP’s “The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee.”

3. The HRC pool party.

4. Dave Guggenheim and Donnie Roberts of  
Callen-Lorde.

5. Brian Rubin and Greg Davis.

Pool Parties In The Pines
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WHERE ELSE CAN A 16-YEAR-OLD PLAYER 
Tomahawk dunk a rebound over a 50-year-old veter-
an? Only in the Fire Island Basketball Tournament!

I founded the basketball tournaments in 1989 with 
four teams, now we have 76 players (ages 15-62) on 
nine teams. I remain commissioner, with eight assis-
tant commissioners to help with all the work that 
needs to be done: Michael Bobson, Matt Covrigaru, 
Dina Mandelbaum, Barry Broner, Mike Barbarino, 
Jordan Levine, Chris Brahe and Paul Schnell. 

The three-weekend tournament started on Aug. 
 each team played eight games during the first 

two weekends. The top six will go on to the playoffs 
on Labor Day, beginning on Friday at 4 p.m. for the 
uarter finals  aturday  a.m. for the semi finals  

and unday  p.m. for the finals. he final draws 

a very large crowd and is the event of the summer 
for many of us. All games are held at the Woodhull 
School, and we suggest you arrive early. 

The top two teams this year were Gold and Green. 
Gold is led by Ethan Lubowitz, a 6-foot, 4-inch pow-
er forward, along with his dad, Mike (we have had 
23 fathers and sons play together over the years). 

heir record is , which puts them in first place. 
We take pride in the fact that our tournament is 

inclusive – any Fire Islander that wishes to play can 
sign up and play. We have pick-up games all summer 
behind the school on weekends, to judge the talent 
for the upcoming draft. Referees are hired from the 
Babylon Recreation System, headed by John Dool-
ey, who sends us local high school and college cal-
iber referees for each game. We also have a Hall of 

Fame with selected players from years past who have 
been recognized for their outstanding play.

  Our tournament is extremely competitive – it 
has been described as “a rec league on steroids.” It is 
also a tournament of friends and respect. Players that 
were not friends before, soon become friends. We 
have a mentorship program headed by Sheri Lapidus 
and Randy Silver, listing all the players’ professions 
so that a young person seeking to go into a business 
or any specific ob can find someone in that field to 
network with.  

We are a community tournament. We want every-
one to play and would never turn away anyone, but 
we do not accept ringers from off the island. So if 
you like basketball, drop by behind the school to see 
a playoff game. You might enjoy it.

Fire Island Basketball Tournament 
By Rick Kushner / Photos by Lauren Chenault

Lucas Fishman shooting from the side.

Zach Cohen high-fiving after a three-pointer. Three-point shooter Alexandra Chili. 
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FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM FOR DAILY SPECIALS!
@HURRICANESOBP

POOL SIDE DINING LIVE MUSIC PRIVATE EVENTS
FIRE ISLAND HOTEL AND RESORT   

25 CAYUGA WALK, OCEAN BAY PARK, NEW YORK
631-583-8000       

   fireislandhotel.com/amenities/dining

Tuesday Night Beer & Burger Special!!! 
$15 from 5pm-9pm (dine in only) 

Wednesday Night All You Can Eat Ribs  
Special- $25 from 5pm-9pm
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CHERRY GROVE’S NINTH ANNUAL LezVol-
ley tournament kicked off with perfect weather and 
a record-setting numbers on Saturday, Aug. 17. The 
beach was packed with tents, courts, players, specta-
tors and beachgoers stopping by to peek in on the fun.

LezVolley got its start nine years ago when 
co-founders Kristine Bungay and Danielle Stanziale 
noticed a void in the community with the loss of a 
popular dodgeball tournament, which relocated to 
New Jersey. 

“Danielle and I start-
ed thinking, ‘We’ve got to 
give something back to Fire 
Island,’ because we love this 
place, we love this communi-
ty and we love the game. We 
figured, let s do beach ol-
leyball,” said Bungay.

“This whole conversa-
tion happened over a cock-
tail,” Stanziale added.

The women’s volleyball 
tournament draws in players 
of all experience levels from 
all over the tri-state area. They bring with them their 
spirit, determination to win and have fun, and unique 
team names like Sugar and Spike, Big Dyke Energy, 

Biscuit Eaters and NKIAL (Nobody Knows I’m A 
Lesbian) among others. 

Every year, the LezVolley tournament attracts more 
players and a bigger audience. Now one year shy of its 
first decade mar , e olley has set its record for its 
largest enrollment, boasting 25 teams and 220 players. 
Bungay and Stanziale credit the event’s success to the 
teams that return year after year.

With the magnitude LezVolley has reached, Bun-
gay and Stanziale must begin 
their work eight months 
ahead of the tournament. 
However, Bungay and Stan-
ziale are used to working at 
a fast pace and are equipped 
for the hard work and busy 
months the event brings. 
Both hail from New York 
City, where Bungay is a DJ 
at the Stonewall Inn, and 
Stanziale is a party promoter. 

“We start in January, 
when we contact a lot of 
brands that are LGBTQ 

friendly and want to give back to the community,” 
said Stanziale. “Then we go after all the teams that 
have been back before to let them know sign ups are 

back, up and running around springtime. From there, 
the teams start signing up until the end of July.”

Eighteen sponsors decided to show their sup-
port at the event this year, offering free goodies and 
materials for the welcome bags each team receives, 
as well as the winners’ prizes. New to LezVolley this 
year was a raf e, which offered up e erything rang-
ing from clothes to a two-person vacation. 

Also, an award was introduced in memory of 
Shea Carman Swan, a player who recently passed 
away. Her family has set up funding for the “Love, 
Shea” award, which shall be bestowed to the team 
deemed fan favorite annually. The inaugural custom 
volleyball Love, Shea award went to The Kikis!

he final match came after a long day of com-
petitive fun and plenty of games. In a head-to-head 
final between teams d it hat and cissors, d 
Hit That managed to edge out Scissors – as well as 
the rest of the tournament’s record-setting number of 
competitors – and come out on top as the 2019 Lez-
Volley champions. One team takes home the trophy 
– all earn a piece of the glory – and that’s why the 
teams return again each summer. 

All teams, new and old, are welcomed to par-
ticipate in the 10th annual LezVolley tournament 
next year – in its same spot – on the weekend of  
Aug. 15, 2020.

The Girls of Summer Return: LezVolley 2019
By Danielle Lipiec / Photos by Philm.Photography

Five-one under fair weather clouds. 

A true beach dig. Attack Block!
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REAL ESTATE & HOME 
F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS 
Concourse East, Brightwaters - $1,149,000
 
Classic Center Hall Colonial On The Grand 
Concourse. Enjoy Amazing South Shore  
Sunsets from your Front Porch! 5 Fireplaces,  
6 Bedrooms, Master Bedroom Ensuite  
w/Fireplace & Sitting Room. Meticulously 
Landscaped Half Acre, Brick Patio &  
Outside Fireplace.
 
Contact Michael McLaughlin, Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson & Garret Golden, Licensed 
Real Estate Salesperson, Meg Smith and 
Associates Real Estate 631-647-7013

Shore Lane, Bay Shore - $699,000

Dream By The Bay! Beautiful Expanded Cape 
on the Water in the Heart of Bay Shore. 7 
Boat Slips, 2 Floating Docks, Approx 100ft of 
Bulkhead. First Floor Mstr Bedroom Ensuite. 
Kitchen w/Granite, SS Appl., Living Rm w/
Fireplace & Den w/ Waterviews! 3 Addl. 
Bedrooms on 2nd Fl.  Must See!

Contact Margaret (Meg) T. Smith, Lic. Broker/
Owner, & Christine Geraghty, Lic. Associate 
Broker, Meg Smith and Associates Real Estate 
631-647-7013

SELL YOUR  
HOME WITH

For information  
on advertising:

CALL: 631-583-5345 

or EMAIL:  
sales fireisland-news.com

Fire Is land’s Longest Running News Source since 1957
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FREE  DELIVERY  TO  

FIRE  ISLAND  FERRIES

Phone Today... 

Have it Tomorrow! 

For All Your Building Needs 

Everything from Deck to Roof!

33 Wall Street, East Islip

(631) 581-1869  |  www.EILumber.com

Cedar & Mahogany 
Our Specialty
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DESPITE BEING A HOT AND STEAMY DAY, 
excitement remained for the more than 100 kids 
who competed in the annual Sandpiper Children’s 
Race in Ocean Beach. Scheduled one weekend 
after the Fire Island 5K Run for Rose in Ocean Bay 
Park, the children’s event takes place on the beach 
and features participants ranging in age from 4-14. 

Andrew and Cameron Biderman, ages 8 and 11, 
were veterans in the competition. Their mom, Kim, 
said that her kids enjoy the event but as they have 
gotten older and move up in the age groups the rac-
es become more competitive. Even so the kids still 
looked forward to the event. 

Because of the vast age ranges, participants 
were divided into four age groups with increasing 
age groups running further distances. The young-
est group consisted of solely 4-5 year olds while 
the oldest group featured kids ages 12-14 running 
an entire mile. 

During registration, each participant received 
a T-shirt. The designs on the T-shirt vary year to 
year and Sara Krug, a volunteer at the event, said 
that many kids collect them. The 2019 design has 
the iconic sandpiper logo in rainbow colors on a 
white background, a nod to the 50th anniversary of 
Stonewall. 

he first group that raced, the  to year olds, 
were swimming in their o ersi ed shirts but defi-
nitely aced the cuteness competition. Each group 

was led by members of the Ocean Beach Fire 
Department on all-terrain vehicles to ensure that 
weekend beach goers would not get in the way of 
the race. 

After the youngest group came the 6- to 8-year-
olds. his group was significantly bigger than the 
first and there was definitely more competition as 
everyone was eager to race. Participants took off 
running full speed behind the fire department and 
arri ed to the finish line much more staggered than 
the first group. atching the final few ids cross 
the finish line to a line of high fi es and congrats 
during this race brought watery eyes to even the 
most stoic of spectators. 

The 9- to 11-year-old group was also big with 
most of the competitors on the older side. he final 
group, the 12- to 14-year-olds, consisted of only 
fi e children, but still pro ided plenty of e cite-
ment as they ran a full mile and the kids who had 
already raced were free to cheer the runners on. 

After all of the races were done, trophies were 
awarded to the top three boys and girls of each age 
group and a group photo was taken with all of the 
volunteers and trophy winners. All participants in 
the event received a medal. 

hile in total time the races lasted only about 
an hour, Steve Einig, in his 25th year organizing the 
event, said that he loves it because “it’s a positive 
event, where everybody is happy.”

4-5 GIRLS                              
1st Rachel Portnoy
2nd Maddie Globus
rd emi ilson

4-5 BOYS
1st Santino Riservato
2nd Chuck Lion
3rd Max Schraeger

6-8 GIRLS
1st Sonia Siegal
2nd  Gwendolyn  

Laskaway
3rd Dashiell Gardner

6-8 BOYS
1st Jonah Blake
2nd Clarkson Potter
3rd Ryan Portnoy

9-11 GIRLS
1st Sylvia Notine
2nd Erin Mahony
3rd Addison Coletti

9-11 BOYS
1st Adam Hertzberg
2nd Luca Colucci
3rd Benji Falkove

12-14 GIRLS
1st Dylan McEllinney
2nd Finley McEllinney
3rd No entrants

12-14 BOYS
1st Josh Linnet
2nd Gavin Grashow
3rd Luke Menger

Sandpiper Race Brings Competition and 
Fun to Kids of Ocean Beach 
By Mariana Dominguez / Photos by Lauren Chenault 

Girls race ages 9-11.

He will grow into that oversized shirt.

OBFD Chief Ian Levine leads the pack on his ATV.Mr. Sandpiper himself, Steve Einig.Boys race ages 12-14.

The Sandpipers of 2019.

RACE RESULTS:
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Steps Away - Miles Apart!
Casual  -  Elegant Bayfront Dining  -  Docking and Dancing. 

Largest Menu on Fire Island 
Largest Wine List on Fire Island. 

Weeknight Specials 
Monday - Sampler Night! All Entees Half Price 

Tuesday - BBQ and Craft Beer Night

Wednesday - Entire wine list 50% off NO exceptions. !  

Thursday - The Long Island Clambake-now with Crab Legs !  And Lobster. 

Live entertainment nightly. - visit the calendar of events at islandmermaid.com

@i s l a n dme rma i d . c om

(Reservations Suggested)
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 DINING REVIEW >> By Lorna Luniewski

Castaway Bar & Grill

Castaway Bar & Grill
310 Bay Walk (at Cottage Walk) 
Ocean Beach, NY
631-583-0330
castawaybarandgrill.com

IN BETWEEN HEAT WAVES on a recent Tues-
day, my husband, Tom, and I boarded the fer-
ry from Bay Shore and headed to Fire Island for 
dinner. Our destination: Castaway Bar & Grill in 

cean each, a first for us.
My editor told me that after a previous pop-

ular restaurant that inhabited this space had 
closed in the late 1990s, incarnations that fol-
lowed were unsuccessful. The curse was broken 
when young entrepreneur Jonathan Randazzo 
opened Castaway in 2007. Twelve years strong, 
Jon has made this side-
walk spot all his own, and 
the restaurant was packed! 
We were lucky enough to 
get the last table before a 
line formed out the door, 
and people were still com-
ing when we left.

Our waitress, Gene-
vieve, was there promptly 
to take our drink orders and 
explain the day’s specials. 
It was Taco Tuesday ($3 
each), from 5-10 p.m., and 
four choices were avail-
able: slow cooked pork 
shoulder, chili lime shrimp, 
seasoned ground beef and 
fire braised chic en breast, 
all served in a corn torti-
lla with lettuce, tomato and 

mixed cheese. In keeping with the theme, Coro-
na ($5), margaritas ($6) and frozen margaritas 
and Corona limonas ($9) were the drink specials, 
available all day long. If tacos don’t tempt your 
palate, you can order from the regular menu.

 am not an ad enturous diner by any defi-
nition, but I decided to be a little more daring, 
so I chose one of the appetizer specials, Pineap-
ple Gazpacho. It was thick, cool, delicious and 
filling   new  would be in trouble when my 
dinner came. Tom selected the other appetizer 
special, Sweet Chili Mussels. The portion was 
substantial and the sauce so tasty he borrowed 
my soup spoon to enjoy every last drop.

I stuck with the daily special menu and 
ordered the Jerk Chicken and Shrimp for my 
entree. It came with coconut rice, beans, vege-

table medley and cilan-
tro aioli – and the cool 
part – it was served in 
half a fresh pineapple! 
While the presentation 
is noteworthy, the taste 
is what makes this 
dish memorable. The 
shrimp were cooked to 
perfection and the rice, 
buried deep in the pine-
apple, took on some of 
the fruity a or. As 
predicted, I couldn’t 
finish it. om chose the 
Atlantic Salmon, pan 
seared with a brown 
butter bacon quinoa, 
heirloom tomato confit 
and grilled asparagus. 
It too got a thumbs up.

Appetizers feature Ahi Tuna Nachos, Chicken 
Fingers, Mahi Tacos, Buffalo Wings and a Vegan 
Quesadilla to name but a few. There is a selection 
of salads and a Raw Bar with clams on the half 
shell, Blue Point Oysters and Ockers Oyster Co. 
“Stallions,” both on the half shell.

Other entree choices on the extensive menu 
include Sea Scallops with Long Island corn and 
shrimp risotto  ra ia lo, ittle ec  clams, 
mussels, calamari and shrimp over linguine in a 
spicy marina  enne Ala od a  irt tea  o er 
goat cheese mashed potatoes and fried shoestring 
onions  and aby ac  ibs ser ed with corn 
on the cob and Castaway fries. Sandwich selec-
tions are Grilled Mahi and Pulled Pork, a Burger 

elu e and the astaway tea  ip.
There is a Clam Jam Happy Hour every day, 

from 4-7 p.m., with clams on the half shell for 
.   oysters on the half shell and clams casino, 
.  and ysters oc efeller and fried buffa-

lo oysters, .  rin s include arragansett , 
oors ight , wisted ea  and ar  and 

Stormy ($6).
As mentioned, every table was taken, always 

the sign of good restaurant. Genevieve was the 
only waitress, but she, Jake, the busboy, and Remy, 
the food runner, kept things moving smooth-
ly. Tables were cleared and reset in record time 
and all the food was delivered hot from the kitch-
en. The bar was busy too, but Sam was quick and 
efficient with the drin s. y the way, we en oyed 
the margaritas, tangy and perfectly refreshing on 
a warm evening.

While most of Ocean Beach’s eateries shut 
down after olumbus ay, astaway remains 
open until November, and reopens earlier than 
most too, in March. Looking around, it seems to 
attract both locals (again a good sign) and day 
trippers alike. We saw many of our fellow din-
ers on the return ferry home, all looking as satis-
fied as we were.
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Pineapple Gazpacho.

Sweet Chili Mussels.

Atlantic Salmon.

Jerk Chicken and Shrimp.



Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

Sex
LET'S TALK about

Saturday, 
August 31. 2019 

7PM & 10PM
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arts project of cherry grove presents

Sex
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7PM & 10PM

legends viii

CREATED & DIRECTED BY MATT BANEY

 

Split 
Decision 

Written and Performed by 

Joe Anania 
Directed & Arranged by 

Barbara Grecki 

 Roland Michely & Joe Anania  
present: 

toga tea 
A Benefit for the Arts Project 

 

Sunday, Sept. 1 st 
4 - 7 pm 

 

Hi-Fidelio on the ocean 
227 Lewis at Sea Walk 

 

Open Bar - Fancy Food 
Music by Dan Daly 

 

Donation to the Arts Project: $30 at the door 
 

Toga or Loincloth not required 
We will have extra Fig Leaves at the door 

Open 7 Days a week

Please call or visit our website for more details 

631.583.8800

www.maguiresbayfrontrestaurant.com

 ©Marc Millman 2013

LOBSTERPALOOZA  
THURSDAYS

$29.75 pp  
(+tax & gratuity)

STARTS JUNE 20th
Three course meal including cup of 

soup, dinner salad & a choice of 1.25 lb 
lobster or prime rib, served with corn

on the cob, baked potato & freshly 
baked bread.

$2 off ALL wines

$2 off ALL beer

$7.50 ALL Frozens 

Including  

ROCKET FUELS!!
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 CALENDAR >> by Lorna Luniewski | info@fireisland-news.com

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31 
Catch and Release  
Fishing Contest
Ocean Beach Fishing Club holds its  
annual event, for ages 14 and younger 
only, on the west dock across from  
Maguire’s, from 9 a.m.-noon, rain or shine. 
Fee: $25 includes membership  
in the fishing club, rod, bait, shirt  
and refreshments. o register, email 
OBFC@aol.com or call 917-699-8416.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
Art Workshop
David Adams leads a workshop,  
featuring collage on fabric and paper with 
abstracts, at Fire Island Lighthouse, from 

 a.m.  p.m. or information, isit fireis-
landlighthouse.com or call 631-661-4876.

Arts and Crafts Show
he annual a is ar  Arts and rafts 

show is held on Sept. 1, from noon-4 p.m.,  
at hurch of the ost recious lood, 
rain or shine. For information, call  
631-872-4209.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
Pancake Breakfast
Ocean Beach Fire Department hosts its 
annual breakfast, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the 
firehouse.

WEDNESDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 4

Concert Rehearsals
he ong sland ay en s horus 

begins rehearsals for their a e he 
uletide ay  concerts, tonight from  

p.m., at Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship at Stony Brook, 380 Nicoll’s Road, 
Setauket. After tonight, rehearsals are 
held every Wednesday at H. Lee Denn-
sion Building, 100 Veterans Hwy., Haup-
pauge. No formal auditions. Concerts 
on Dec. 13, in arden ity, and Dec. 
14, in Stony Brook. For information, 
email info@ligmc.org, visit ligmc.org or 
follow on Facebook.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Miss Fire Island Pageant

he ro e otel and he ce alace 
present the 55th annual pageant, at  

he ce alace, herry ro e, at noon., 
with hosts Ariel inclair, orsche and 

lectra. ic ets   before Aug.   

 after Aug.   at the door.  
On Sept. 8, the Coronation Ball is held. 

ic ets    at the door. or  
details, isit www.icepalacefi.com.

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 14
Light Keepers Tour
Beginning at 9 a.m., follow a present day 
lighthouse keeper on his rounds of Fire 
sland ighthouse. his bottom to top 

tour takes you from the auxiliary gener-
ator and the Light Keepers workshop in 
the basement of the Keeper’s Quarters 
to the beacon in the lantern room of 
the lighthouse tower. Learn how light-
house keepers from the 1860s to 2019 
maintained the light. Includes a tour of 
the Lens Building, which houses the 
original first order resnel ens, and the 

oat ouse. ost    for  
members. For required reservations, call 
631-661-4876.

SATURDAY AND  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER  
14 AND 15
Civil War Weekend

he th Annual i il ar ee end 
will be held at slip range,  road-
way, Sayville, today, from 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. and Sunday, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Step into the 1860s and witness battles  
between the lue and the ray, isit 
their camps, listen to period music,  
and more. For details, call 631-224-5420 
or email liny67th@yahoo.com.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
FIAWS Fundraiser
Fire Island Animal Welfare Society  
holds its annual fundraiser, from 1-5 
p.m., at Housers Bar, Ocean Beach, with 
food, prizes and live music. Donation 
admission: $20. For information, visit 
www.fireislandanimalwelfaresociety.org.

WEDNESDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 18
Job Search Boot Camp
Executive Consultants of New York 
offers an intensive workshop designed 
to help participants gain employment 
through networ ing, at slip own  
Hall Board Room, 655 Main St.  

he eight wee  class is held tonight, 
Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 16, 23, 30, Nov. 6  
and 13, from  p.m. o register, 
visit www.islipida.com.

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 21
2019 Mayor’s Cup
A charity regatta and clambake, to 
benefit a e the reat outh ay, is held 
at Long Island Yacht Club, Babylon. 

ents  lean up addle for a ause,  
 a.m.  multi class regatta,  a.m.  

 p.m.  clamba e,  p.m. or tic ets, 
visit www.mayorscupcharityregatta.org.

Annual Patchogue River 
Clean Up

ire sland ational eashore, he illage 
of atchogue, reater atchogue ham-
ber of Commerce and local businesses 
invite the public to participate in the fourth 
annual atchogue i er lean p as part 
of ational ublic ands ay, from  
a.m. noon, at atchogue atch ill erry 

erminal,  est A e. At noon, garbage 
collection, raf es, music and education-
al activities at Drift 82, 82 Brightwood 

t., atchogue. rift  will be hosting a 
mac’n cheese challenge with the proceeds 
going to ne t year s atchogue i er 

lean p. ic ets for fundraiser    
for volunteers. For details, call 631-207-
1000 or visit www.patchogue.com.

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 28
Northwell Health Great 
South Bay Run

he Annual orthwell ealth reat 
outh ay un features three A  

certified run courses  he .  mile alf 
Marathon, a 10K Run and a 5K Family 
Fun Run, all starting and ending at Bay 
Shore Marina, South Clinton Avenue. 
For details visit www.runsignup.com.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
Living History  
Cemetery Tour

St. John’s Land-
mark Church 
and Cemetery, 
Oakdale, come 
alive with the 
history, folk-
lore and tales 
of the lives of 
past Oakdale 
residents...
from their own 

mouths. A lecture, emetery raditions 
of the ast,  begins at  p.m. in the 
church  tours begin at  p.m., with the 
last tour at 3:30 p.m. For details, email 
oakdalehistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

OFF SEASON

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
Lecture
Amy Folk, historian and researcher, 
presents “Murder and Mayhem on  

ong sland,  at ay hore rightwa-
ters Library, One South Country Road, 
Brightwaters, at 7 p.m. For details, visit 
www.bayshorehistoricalsociety.org.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18
Halloween Party
CJs in Ocean Beach, holds its annual 
party, at 8 p.m. Free food buffet, drink 
specials and a costume contest with three 
grand pri es first pri e  and other 
costume prizes.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25
Halloween Boat Burning
At Long Island Maritime Museum, 88 
West Ave., West Sayville., from 5-9 p.m. 
For details, call 631-854-4974 or visit 
limaritime.org.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26
Documents in Stone
A unique introduction to genealogical 
research, at William Floyd Estate, 245 

ar  ri e, astic each, at  a.m. or 
required reservations, call 631-399-2030.

THURSDAY,  
NOVEMBER 14
Lecture at the Library
Sagtikos Manor Historical Society pres-
ents ob iffen with ne ittle i er  

onnecticut i er,  from  p.m.,  
at West Islip Library, 3 Higbie Lane.  
For details, visit www.sagtikos.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
Snowflake Sale and  
Bake Sale
Bay Shore Historical Society holds  
its annual sale, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,  
at ibson ac olt ouse,  
22 Maple Ave., Bay Shore. For details, 
visit www.bayshorehistoricalsociety.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
Reenactment of  
Flying Santa
Santa arrives at Fire Island Lighthouse, 
from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  For details, 
call 631-661-4876.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31
Fishes & Wishes
Celebrate New Year’s Eve at Long Island 
Aquarium, 431 East Main St., Riverhead. 
For details, call 631-209-9200.

ONGOING, DECEMBER
Holiday House Tours
At Bayard Cutting Arboretum,  

 ontau  wy., reat i er.  
oliday house tours  e ening  

tours  are led by the ser ants of 
Westbrook, with dessert and beverages 
served following the tour. Reservations 
are required. For details, visit  
www.bayardcuttingarboretum.com  
or call 631-581-1002.
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 ADVICE >> by Camille Mercogliano

Ask Camirose

Dear Camirose,
A longtime friend passed away 

quite suddenly (within a month) and 
I last spoke to her as she was leav-
ing my home. She was helping me 
cope with my surgery. We were 
friends for over 35 years and shared 
happy times, our kids growing up, 
and survived our going through our 
respective divorces together. We 
were closer than sisters and made 
many memories together. My prob-
lem is the grief and sadness I am 
left with. I miss the everyday phone 
calls and weekend movies. I find my-
self at times crying over her pass-
ing although it was six months ago. 
I try not to put a time limit on griev-
ing, but at times it’s overwhelming. Is 
there an easier way to contend with 
this profound loss? 

— Hurting

Dear Hurting,
It is so hard to lose someone we 

truly love. I searched the internet to 
find something that might help you. 
What I found was a letter written to 
someone who asked for help deal-
ing with a terrible loss. The author  
is unnamed:

I’m old. What that means is that 
I’ve survived (so far) and a lot of 
people I’ve known and loved did 
not. I’ve lost friends, best friends, 
acquaintances, co-workers, grand-
parents, mom, relatives, teachers, 
mentors, students, neighbors, and 
a host of other folks. I have no chil-
dren, and I can’t imagine the pain 
it must be to lose a child. But here’s 
my two cents…

I wish I could say you get used to 
people dying. But I never did. I don’t 
want to. It tears a hole through me 
whenever somebody I love dies, no 
matter the circumstances. But I don’t 
want it to “not matter.” I don’t want it 
to be something that just passes. My 
scars are a testament to the love and 

the relationship that I had for and 
with that person. And if the scar is 
deep, so was the love. So be it. 

Scars are a testament that I can 
love deeply and live deeply and be 
cut, or even gouged, and that I can 
heal and continue to live and con-
tinue to love. And the scar tissue is 
stronger than the original flesh ever 
was. Scars are a testament to life. 
Scars are only ugly to people who 
can’t see.

As for grief, you’ll find it comes 
in waves. When the ship is first 
wrecked, you’re drowning, with 
wreckage all around you. Everything 
floating around you reminds you of 
the beauty and the magnificence of 
the ship that was, and is no more. 
And all you can do is float. You find 
some piece of the wreckage and 
you hang on for a while. Maybe 
it’s some physical thing. Maybe it’s 
a happy memory or a photograph. 
Maybe it’s a person who is also 
floating. For a while, all you can do 
is float. Stay alive.

In the beginning, the waves are 
100 feet tall and crash over you 
without mercy. They come 10 sec-
onds apart and don’t even give you 
time to catch your breath. All you 
can do is hang on and float. After a 
while, maybe weeks, maybe months, 
you’ll find the waves are still 100 
feet tall, but they come further apart. 
When they come, they still crash all 
over you and wipe you out. But in 
between, you can breathe, you can 
function. You never know what’s go-
ing to trigger the grief. It might be a 
song, a picture, a street intersection, 
the smell of a cup of coffee. It can be 
just about anything… and the wave 
comes crashing. But in between 
waves, there is life.

Somewhere down the line, and 
it’s different for everybody, you find 
that the waves are only 80 feet tall. 
Or 50 feet tall. And while they still 
come, they come further apart. You 

can see them coming. An anniversa-
ry, a birthday, or Christmas, or land-
ing at O’Hare. You can see it com-
ing, for the most part, and prepare 
yourself. And when it washes over 
you, you know that somehow you 
will, again, come out the other side. 
Soaking wet, sputtering, still hanging 
on to some tiny piece of the wreck-
age, but you’ll come out.

Take it from an old guy. The 
waves never stop coming, and some-
how you don’t really want them 
to. But you learn that you’ll survive 
them. And other waves will come. 

And you’ll survive them too. If you’re 
lucky, you’ll have lots of scars from 
lots of loves. And lots of shipwrecks. 

Grieving is such a raw and per-
sonal thing to go through. Of all the 
things I’ve read on grieving, this one 
touched me the most. I hope it helps 
you get through this difficult time.

 — Camirose

Names and locations have been 
changed to protect the privacy  
of individuals. 
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JOAN B. JOHNSON, Town of Islip 
Clerk for 16 years and Suffolk’s 
Republican congressional candidate, 
has passed at 86 years old. She was 
the first woman of color to be a town 
official and run for the nited tates 
Congress – a true inspiration to our 
community as a dedicated public 
servant and advocate. 

Johnson was born in West 
alm each, lorida, and attended 

undergraduate programs at lorida 
A  ni ersity in allahassee. 

he later mo ed to ew or  ity 
and was married in  to le eland ohnson r. 

y , ohnson wor ed as a community liaison 
for the own of slip and e entually graduated from 

 ld estbury, and recei ed her masters in 
social welfare from tony roo  ni ersity in . 

She worked as a town clerk for 
the own of slip from  
to , and ran for ongress 
as a Republican candidate in 
2000.  She is survived by her 
husband of 62 years; their 
children, Keith, Genevieve, 
Kelly and Cleveland III; and 
11 grandchildren. 

As a long time slip 
resident, Johnson contributed 
to the community immensely, 
not only through her position 
in the Town of Islip but 

also through her volunteer work. She was a board 
member of the entral slip chool istrict, was 
actively involved with Long Island Head Start, was 
a part of both the Boy and Girl Scout Councils, 
helped with local church events, and always sought 

to in ol e herself in order to ma e a positi e impact. 
As a own of slip cler , ohnson married more than 
,  couples in her career. he too  pride in being a 

part of such precious moments and e emplified true 
kindness. 

ellow elected official and former councilman, 
te en lotteron, describes oan as a radiant woman. 

“She was a wonderful, strong person that held herself 
with such grace, poise, and class. She was always 
there for the town and her colleagues, and always 
dressed to the nines. What a lady.”

Her positivity and bright spirit was recognized by 
many. As the first person of color to be elected to office 
in all of slip s  years, as well as being the first 
woman sent for a congressional run from our district, 
oan ohnson pro ed to be a groundbrea ing figure. 
he is a role model who helped further di ersify and 

jolt the landscape of politics. The passion Johnson 
held will continue to inspire our community.

Joan B. Johnson, Former Islip Town Clerk  
and GOP Congressional Candidate (1933-2019)

 OBITUARY >> by Lauren ten Hoopen
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IT IS NOT HARD TO UNDERSTAND WHY 
Fire Islanders with a knowledge of history of the 
island would dislike Robert Moses. He did, after 
all, try to jam a four-lane highway down the cen-

ter of their island in 
spite of their vehement 
opposition. As ill-con-
ceived as that idea was 
it is not representative 
of the visionary Rob-
ert Moses. He foresaw 
America’s love affair 
with the automobile 
and its effect on city 
planning. He saw the 
automobile as a force 
not to be denied, a 
force bound to revolu-
tionize the landscape. 
The future belonged 
to the automobile. His 
city planning re ect-

ed this single-minded, car-culture obsession for 
which he was later widely condemned. His crit-
ics assert that he cared more about cars than he did  
about people.

There is little question that Moses was arrogant. 
This arrogance transformed the young idealist into 
an old man obsessed with the acquisition and appli-
cation of power, an obsession with getting things 
done, whatever the methods, whatever the costs. 
It, coupled with his idealism, enabled him to trans-
form the New York environs as has no man before 
or since, earning him the label of “Master Builder.”

The accomplishments of the man are so exten-
sive that even the experts cannot quantify exactly 
how much he achieved. Here is one list:

• Thirteen bridges, among them are the 
Bronx-Whitestone Bridge, the Throgs Neck, the 
Bronx-Whitestone, the Henry Hudson, and the Ver-
razano–Narrows bridges (his masterpiece), and 

riborough ridge now officially the obert . 
Kennedy Memorial Bridge).

One of his major coups came when Mayor 
Fiorello La Guardia asked Moses to unify the City 
Parks Department. Moses drafted the legislation 
creating the head of the department with himself 
as its multiyear commission-
er. As such he was large-
ly immune to pressure from 
mayors and/or governors. 
“While New York City and 
New York State were per-
petually strapped for mon-
ey, the bridge’s toll revenues 
amounted to tens of mil-
lions of dollars a year. The 
Authority was thus able to 
raise hundreds of millions 
of dollars by selling bonds, 
making it the only one in New York capable of 
funding large public construction projects. Toll rev-
enues rose uic ly as traffic on the bridges e ceed-
ed all projections. Rather than pay off the bonds 

Moses sought other toll projects to build, a cycle 
that would feed on itself.”1 This maneuver enabled 
Moses to proceed with his numerous plans with lit-
tle outside interference. Genius!
Continuing his list of accomplishments:

• The 1964 World’s Fair.
• Jones Beach, which opened in 1930, was an 

overwhelmingly popular success. Thousands of 
visitors arrived opening day in their automobiles, 
no small tribute given the dependability of the cars 
of the time. (See photos)

• Grand Central, Southern State, Northern State, 
Interborough, Laurelton, Gowanus and Henry Hud-
son parkways – 416 miles of green, rolling park-
ways in all. Long Island’s Meadowbrook Parkway 
was the first fully di ided limited access highway 
in the world.2

• The Brooklyn-Queens Expressway, Staten 
Island Expressway, the Cross-Bronx Expressway.

• Developed Stuyvesant Town, Washington 
Square Village and Morningside Heights Chatham 
Towers, creating 150,000 housing units.

• West Side Highway.
• FDR Drive.
• The United Nations complex including the 

Secretariat and General Assembly buildings, which 
straddle the FDR Drive.

• Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts.
• Shea Stadium.
• The 79th Street Boat Basin.
• The Jones Beach Marine Theater built for Guy 

Lombardo.
• In 1936 alone, he built 11 award winning 

swimming pools.
• 658 playgrounds.
• 300 basketball courts.
• Responsible for increasing the total of num-

ber of acres of state park land from 9,700 in 1928 to 
2,567,256 in 1968.

• Two hydroelectric dams at Niagara Falls.
• In addition: schools, parks, piers, libraries, 

sewers, tunnels, beaches, zoos, civic centers, exhi-
bition halls and golf courses.

At one point, Moses held 12 titles simultaneous-
ly, but was ne er elected to any public office. n 
the 44 years that he was actively building, Moses 
constructed public works costing approximately 

200 billion dollars in 2019 
monies. At one point he 
had 80,000 people working 
for him. For years no pub-
lic improvement was built 
without Moses’ express per-
mission as to its design and 
location.

He worked 15 hours a 
day or more, never missing 
a good swim for exercise. 
He would leave envelops 
of work orders he had done 

the previous night for his assistants to pick up and 
deliver to the appropriate agencies for completion 
the following day. The work was seldom complet-
ed on time.

And he wasn’t in it for the money. As park com-
missioner his salary was a mere $13,600 dollars a 
year. As commissioner he consolidated the work of 
fi e borough par  commissioners whose salaries 
totaled $62,000 dollars a year. But he did take good 
care of himself. He had a staff of chauffeurs on call 
24 hours a day to transport him to any one of his 
numerous offices throughout the city, many with 
personal chefs. Ironically, he never learned to drive.

While he never learned to drive, he never gave 
up on his belief in the automobile. His visionary 
beliefs were stricken with myopia. He failed to see 
the problems the prevalence of cars would cause, 
traffic ams and pollution, and that finally pro ed 
his demise. It did not help that he also got blamed 
for the Brooklyn Dodgers move to L.A. in 1957, 
a moment in New York history wildly unpopular.3

His arrogance was displayed when he would 
offer his resignation believing himself to be indis-
pensable. He was right, until 1962, when he offered 
it to then Governor Rockefeller who accepted his 
resignation. He was on his way out. In 1968, the Tri-
borough Bridge and Tunnel Authority was merged 
into the new Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity. Moses was offered a job as consultant, but he 
refused and retired to a small beach house in Gil-
go, Long Island. 

He died on July 30, 1981, at the age of 92, of 
heart failure. Though of Jewish heritage, he had 
converted to Episcopalian and is interred in a crypt 
in Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx.

1. https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/gen-
eral/onthisday/bday/1218.html

2.Ibid
3. https://untappedcities.com/2013/12/18/5-things-in-nyc-we-

can-blame-on-robert-moses/4/

 HISTORY >> by Thomas McGann

Robert Moses: A Visionary Stricken with Myopia

1968 Plymouth Barracuda – a car from Robert Moses’ last 
days at work.

1928 Model A Ford – a car from Moses early days.

Robert Moses. Photo: 
crisismagazine.com/2017/
see-visiting-niagara-falls
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 NYC THEATRE >>  by Leonard Feigenblatt

AS SUMMER 2019 draws to 
a close, life in the arts in New 
York City is just heating up. 
There are many new shows 
opening up in the coming 
months, on and off Broadway, 
and a host of events in music, 
dance, concerts and cabaret. In 
addition to what is printed in this 
issue, there will be updates on 
the Fire Island News website. 
Please check it throughout the 
off–season for updates and 
reviews. Until next May... 

City Center

The City Center begins its 76th 
season with: 
• Fall for Dance – Oct. 1–13, 2019
•  The Annual Gala Presentation will 

be a new production of “Evita,” 
the Andrew Lloyd Weber/Tim Rice 
musical – Nov. 13, 2019, with 
performances continuing to Nov. 24

•  Matthew Bourne’s “Swan Lake” – 
Jan. 30-Feb. 9, 2020

• Encores! Features the following:
•  “Love Life” – March 18-22, 2020. 

A Kurt Weill/Alan Jay Lerner 
musical, directed by Tony Award 
winner Victoria Clark (originally 
premiered in 1948)

•  “Thoroughly Modern Millie” –  
May 6-10, 2020. Dick Scanlan/
Jeanine Tresori musical starring 
Ashley Park (originally premiered 
in 2002)

•  “Mack & Mabel” – Feb. 19-23, 
2020. Jerry Herman/Michel Stewart 
musical (originally premiered  
in 1974)

City Center
131 West 55th St. (between 6th and 
7th avenues)
New York, NY 10019
Citi Tix: 212-581-1212
www.nycitycenter.org 

New York Pops
The New York Pops, with musical 
director and conductor Steven 
Reineke begins its 37th season with:
• One Night Only: Jeremy Jordan –  
  Oct. 18, 2019
•  A Frank and Ella Christmas –  

a holiday show with Tony DeSare 
and Carpathia Jenkins – Dec. 20  
and 21, 2019

•  Find Your Dream: The Songs of 
Rodgers And Hammerstein, with 
Laura Michelle Kelly and Tony 
Award nominee Max Von Essen – 
Jan. 24, 2020

•  I’m Every Woman – Divas on 
Stage, with Mandy Gonzalez, Carrie 
Manolakos and Alex Newell –  
Feb. 14, 2020

•  Movie Night – The Scores of John 
Williams – March 27, 2020

•  The 37th Birthday Gala will be 
held on April 27, 2020

Carnegie Hall
881 7th Avenue at 57th St.
New York, NY 10019
212-765-7677
www.newyorkpops.org

Broadway Close Up
•  All the Girls with Rebecca Luker 

and Sally Wilfert – Sept. 23, 2019
•  Love Who You Love – Nov. 11 and 

12, 2019. A 100-year survey of gay 
and lesbian writers and characters on 

Broadway, with LeRoy Reems, Beth 
Malone, Klea Blackhurst and Jason 
Gotay. Directed by Denis Jones

•  Transformations – Dec. 9 and 
10, 2019. An evening of artistic 
transformations exploring how 
books, plays, poems and movies get 
turned into musicals. Featuring Tony 
Award winner Donna McKechnie 
and directed by Tony Award 
nominee Marcia Milgrom Dodge

Merkin Hall  
at Kaufman Music Center
129 West 67th St.  
(between Broadway and Amsterdam)
New York, NY 10023
212-501-3330
www.kaufmanmusiccenter.org 

The Green Room 42

One of New York City’s great cabaret 
venues, and there is never a food or 
beverage minimum. Full food and 
drink menu is available.
•  A residency by Reeve Carney 

(currently starring in the Tony Award 
winning musical “Hadestown”). 
Sept. 8, 22, Oct. 6 and 20, 2019

•  A residency by Tony Award winner 
Frances Ruffelle. Sept. 14, Oct. 20 
and Nov. 23, 2019

•  A residency by Tony Award nominee 
Eva Noblezada (currently starring 
in the Tony Award winning musical 
“Hadestown”). Sept. 15, Oct. 13  
and 27, 2019

•  The Skivvies – Cats: A Pussy Party 
Fundraiser, featuring Lauren Molina 

and Nick Cearley, plus special 
guests. Sept. 19, 2019 

•  Emmy Award winner Leslie Jordan: 
Exposed – Oct. 18 and 19, 2019

•  Broadway Sings Unplugged: Sarah 
Bareilles – Sept. 30, Oct. 21,  
Nov. 18, 2019

The Green Room 42
inside YOTEL, 4th Floor
570 Tenth Ave.
New York, NY 10036
www.thegreenroom42.com

Sony Hall
A concert venue located in the theatre 
district in midtown Manhattan. A full 
food and drink menu is available. 
Featuring:
•  The Bacon Brothers featuring stage 

and screen actor Kevin Bacon on 
vocals – Sept. 19 and 20, 2019

• Broadway Sings Queen –  
  Jan. 27, 2020

Sony Hall
235 West 46th St.  
(between Broadway and 8th Avenue)
New York, NY 10036
212-997-5123
www.sonyhall.com 
www.broadwaysingsconcert.com 

Stage Fright 
– featuring drag 
queen Marti Gould 
Cummings singing 
and interviewing 
Broadway stars – 
every Monday night 
at 10:30 p.m.

Therapy Bar
348 West 52nd St.  
(between 8th and 9th avenues)
New York, NY 10011
212–397–1700
www.therapy–nyc.com
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Tired of the beach yet?  
Let’s all go to outer space!

 ADULT COLORING PAGE >> by Lauren Stevens

© Lauren Stevens
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 ENVIRONMENT >> by Karl Grossman

LYME DISEASE FROM A TICK BITE has been a 
problem on Fire Island.

Thus of interest is the article in Newsweek this 
summer headlined: “Pentagon May Have Released 
Weaponized Ticks That Helped Spread of Lyme Dis-
ease: Investigation Ordered.” The story below it 
was about the U.S. House of Representatives having 
“quietly passed a bill requiring the Inspector Gener-
al of the Department of Defense to conduct a review 
into whether the Pentagon experimented with ticks 
and other blood-sucking insects for use as biological 
weapons between 1950 and 1975.”

The July article continued: “If the Inspector Gen-
eral finds that such e periments occurred, then, 
according to the bill, they must pro ide the ouse 
and Senate Armed Services committees with a report 
on the scope of the research and ‘whether any ticks 
or insects used in such experiments were released 
outside of any laboratory by accident or experimen-
tal design’… potentially leading to the spread of dis-
eases such as Lyme.”

The measure was introduced by Representative 
hris mith, a ew ersey epublican, who was 

‘inspired’ by several books and articles claiming 
that the U.S. government had conducted research at 
facilities such as ort etric , aryland, and lum 
sland, ew or , for this purpose.  

There are 58 air miles between Ocean Beach on 
ire sland and lum sland, which is a mile and

a-half off Orient Point on the North Fork of Long 
sland. oing east on ire sland, lum sland is e en 

fewer air miles away. Lyme disease itself was named 
for ld yme, onnecticut, where the first cases sur-
faced in , and is  miles from lum sland.

ne of the boo s mith was referring to, pub-
lished earlier this year, was itten  he ecret is-
tory of Lyme Disease and Biological Weapons” 
by Stanford University science writer Kris New-
by. t includes inter iews with illy urgdorfer, 
who is credited with having discovered the patho-
gen that causes yme disease, and earlier de eloped 

bio-weapons for the Department of Defense. Said 
mith on the ouse oor  hose inter iews com-

bined with access to r. urdorfer s lab files sug-
gest that he and other bio-weapons specialists stuffed 
tic s with pathogens to cause se ere disability, dis-
ease – even death – to potential enemies. With Lyme 

disease and other tick-borne diseases exploding in 
the United States … Americans have a right to know 
whether any of this is true.”

Whether Lyme disease resulted from activities on 
Plum Island is an issue I’ve pursued since tick-borne 
Lyme disease became widespread in Suffolk County. 

A 1982 book linking Plum Island and Lyme dis-
ease was “The Belarus Secret: The Nazi Connec-
tion in America  written by ohn oftus, an attorney 
speciali ing in pursuing a is for the ffice of pe-
cial Investigations of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
He tells of former “Nazi germ warfare scientists” 
brought to the U.S. after World War II who “exper-
imented with poison ticks dropped from planes to 
spread rare diseases. I have received some informa-
tion suggesting that the U.S. tested some of these 
poison ticks on the Plum Island artillery range during 
the early 1950s … Most of the germ warfare records 
ha e been shredded, but there is a top secret . . 
document confirming that clandestine attac s on 
crops and animals’ took place at this time.”

Loftus points to “the hypothesis that the poison 
ticks are the source of the Lyme disease spirochete.” 
And adds: “Sooner or later the whole truth will come 
out, but probably not in my lifetime.

n , with yme disease epidemic in uffol , 
indeed in many areas of the . ., a ust elected con-
gressman in the First Congressional District in Suf-
fol , which has included most of ire sland, ichael 

orbes of uogue, conducted what he told me would 
be a “raid” on Plum Island. He would go to the Plum 
Island Animal Disease Center and demand infor-
mation about tick weaponization there and a link to 
Lyme disease as related by Loftus. He took me and 
ohn c onald, a ewsday in estigati e reporter 

who had also looked into Plum Island
n a o . ,  article in ewsday, c onald 

documented the biological warfare mission of Plum 

Island with records he obtained. The piece began: “A 
1950s military plan to cripple the Soviet economy 
by illing horses, cattle and swine called for ma -
ing biological warfare weapons out of exotic animal 
diseases at a lum sland laboratory, now declassi-
fied Army records re eal.  A facsimile of one of the 

records, dated , co ered the front page of that 
issue of Newsday. 

The article went on: “Documents and interviews 
disclose for the first time what officials ha e denied 
for years: that the mysterious and closely guarded 
animal lab off the East End of Long Island was orig-
inally designed to conduct top-secret research into 
replicating dangerous viruses that could be used to 
destroy enemy livestock.” 

Representative Forbes – in front of me and 
c onald  confronted the center s director,  
r. arley oon, who in intensi e uestioning by 

Forbes took the position that “we don’t have any 
paperwork on that.”

n  came another boo , ab ,  also by an 
attorney, ichael arroll, formerly a law firm asso-
ciate of the late New York Governor Mario Cuomo. 

sing documents he found in the ational Archi es, 
he exposes a full story about Plum Island. He details 
how Erich Traub during World War II was the “lab 
chief of Insel Riems – a secret Nazi biological war-
fare laboratory” in the Baltic with a mission in World 
War II of poisoning cattle in the Soviet Union. Traub 
and hundreds of other Nazi scientists were brought to 
the . . in the . . go ernment s ro ect aperclip 
after the war. Traub was the “father” of the establish-
ment of a bio warfare center on lum sland, says 

ab ,  with the same mission nsel iems had  
going after Soviet livestock now with the Cold War 
having begun.

“Lab 257” relates how “animal handlers and a 
scientist released ticks outdoors on the island. They 
called him the Nazi scientist … they were inoculat-
ing these tic s.  arroll, too, points to the possibili-
ty of Lyme disease emerging from activities on Plum 
Island with ticks. 

ill we now in our lifetimes a confirmed lin  
between bio-warfare and Lyme?

Tick Truths or Conspiracy Theories?
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 BOOK REVIEW >> by Rita Plush

“ A Speck in the Sea: A Story of Survival 
and Rescue” 
by John Aldridge and Anthony Sosinski 
Non fiction 
Hachette Books 
$15.99

MAN OVERBOARD!
Montauk lobsterman John Aldridge only wished 

someone had shouted out that little missive the 
summer evening of 2013. But when the skilled sailor 
he was a fisherman for two decades  slid off the at 

open stern and into the sea while preparing his boat 
for a night of fishing, the two man crew was dead 
asleep and snoring” in the nose of the boat. The 
re uired life est, a safety must aboard e ery commer
cial fishing boat  e ne er 
wear ours,  Aldridge said, 
recounting his near drowning 
almost four years ago. 

ithout ourish or fanfare, 
in no nonsense, straightfor
ward prose, A pec  in the 

ea  loo s bac  on Aldridge s 
plunge into the dark early 
morning waters off the coast 
of ontau , and his rescue 

 hours later. A long 
time to be in the North Atlan
tic without a otation de ice  
most don t sur i e more than 
a few hours. 

Chapters alternate between 
Aldridge s account of his 
misadventure and a third 
person narrator who supplies 
bac story on his life, and 
that of Anthony osins i, 
Aldridge s childhood friend 
and co owner of the lobster 
boat, Anna ary.  eaders 
will learn about Montauk as 
a fishing illage in the shadow of the well heeled 

amptons, and the grueling and often ha ardous 
business of men who fish for a li ing. he waters 
off the northeast coast are the most dangerous fish
ing grounds in America. ou stand in smelly fish 
slime  tangled miles of rope on a roc ing and 
rolling boat  fifteen hours at a stretch  big 
sweaty rubber gloves hauling metal traps [hundreds 
of them  up from the ocean oor.  

Aldridge was in the water for  hours 
before osins i called the oast uard to report  
him missing. 

A combination of teamwor  and technology, of 
maps and charts and ideo screens, the search was 
on. irst ontau  sent a patrol boat. he . . oast 

uard dispatched helicopters, and fired up A  
earch and escue ptimal lanning ystem . his 

program di ides an area into patterns, and assigns 
each essel a one to search  in Aldridge s case it 
was an shaped pattern in a rectangular form going 

north to south. rom the wheelhouse of the Anna 
ary,  osins i directed a growing armada of olun

teer, professional and sport fishermen. ut search 
doesn t e ual rescue, as ohn Aldridge lamented, 
bobbing li e a buoy in the ast and unforgi ing sea, 
frantically wa ing his arms and screaming, sighting 
planes and boats that did not see him. There were 
sharks less than 10 feet from him. They swam away. 

hew  lose one. 
Aldridge s aptitude for single mindedness and 

positi e thin ing, his years as a fisherman, of getting 
the ob done allowed him to focus on staying calm 
and ali e . e tried for images that would bring 

some normalcy to those hours in the water, some
thing to lift the misery.  e thought about a acuum 
cleaner on his porch. A fisherman with a acuum 

cleaner is an incongruous 
image but there it was: 

. a ure a  a oo er  
a issel ...bag pret
ty full  And it helped 
him. wim, rest, swim, 
rest. est, swim again.  

lutter ic s, frog ic s, 
side crawl, breast stro e. 

eep going. ndure.  
Aldridge knew the 

waters that held him pris
oner, its currents and 

u es. e new to ic  
off his rubber boots first 
thing you do when you re 
in the drin  so they don t 
weigh you down , upend 
them, tuc  each under an 
arm, and he had a pair of 
pontoons to help keep 
him a oat. e pulled 
off his soc s and pulled 
them over his hands. 
They gave him webbing 
so he could catch more 

water. e cut loose a buoy to eep him on the water 
instead of in it. 

t s not on me to ta e away a reader s pleasure 
and re eal how Aldridge was finally rescued. or 
that you will have to read the book. But I will tell you 
this   was so mo ed when it happened,  cried. And 
ne t time  sit down to a seafood dinner and dun  a 
bit of lobster meat into drawn butter,  will recall the 
one special lobsterman who may ha e put the crusta
ceous critter on my plate. 

Aldridge s reco ery from his trauma is discussed 
in the epilogue. He is a spokesman for boat safety. 
ronically, he still does not wear a life ac et when 

fishing. e claims most commercial fisherman do 
not. hey re too bul y and uncomfortable when 
you re hauling traps.  ut there is a gate on the 
stern of the Anna ary  now, and no one is e er 
alone on dec .

A mo ie on his e perience is in the wor s. erson
al photos accompany the te t.



Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  A u g u s t  3 0 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E   4 4

 HEALTH & WELLNESS >> by Donnie DeSanti

WITH THE EVER-INCREASING AWARENESS 
around sugar and our health, somehow along the 
way fruit has been getting a bad rap as well. Many 
so-called health experts are saying sugar is sugar 
and the sugar in fruit is no different. We can all ben-
efit from reducing the amount of sugar in our diet, 
but are our health issues really stemming from eat-
ing too many apples? Let’s take a step back and give 
an honest look at fruit.

It’s true, fruits do contain sugar – a naturally 
occurring sugar called fructose. This sugar is bro-
ken down by the body and converted into glucose, 
which is later used for energy. This is important, as 

our body and brain need glucose to function. Some 
people who are advocates of the ketogenic diet 
would say otherwise, but that is another conversa-
tion. However the sugar in fruit is not the same as 
the sugar found in candy. More importantly is the 
co-factors that are involved in a piece of fruit. We 
are literally talking about apples and oranges here. 

Let’s take a doughnut, for example – it is going 
to have much higher sugar levels for starters. Plus, it 
contains a whole host of other processed ingredients 
that the body will not recognize. When we look at 
fruits, yes there are low levels of fructose, but fruc-
tose is not in the same ballpark as the highly addic-
tive, toxic ingredient known as high fructose corn 
syrup. This is the ingredient linked to obesity and a 
dri er for in ammation. 

ruit also contains other beneficial ingredients 
such as vitamins, minerals, and more importantly 
antioxidants. I know this has been a big buzzword 
in the last few years, but antioxidants are import-
ant. They are compounds that inhibit oxidation in 
the body. Oxidation is a chemical reaction that pro-
duces free radicals that may lead to cellular dam-
age. Ultimately that is what cancer is, cellular 

malfunction. Picture the metal on your car; through 
wear and tear that metal starts to rust, or oxidize. A 
similar thing happens to the cells in our body over 
time. Taking in antioxidants can help slow down or 
even halt the process. Quite frankly antioxidants are 
necessary for overall health. To discard fruit from 
our diet is to miss out!

Here are a few ways to optimize fruit for  
better health: 
Eat Not Drink: Some people believe drinking fruit 
juices is the same as eating fruit, but this is not the 
same. Many fruit juices are overly processed with 
concentrates that can contain other chemicals and 

additives to give it a 
certain color or taste. 
Plus, fruit juices are 
oid of any fiber, which 

can speed up the spike 
in insulin levels in your 
body. he fiber in fruit 
slows this process down 
resulting in a more bal-
anced blood sugar level. 
Low Sugar Fruit 
Options: If sugar is 
still a concern, try stick-
ing to fruit with low-
er sugar content such as 
berries, peaches, or cit-
rus fruits. These fruits 
still have a sweetness 
to them yet are really 
rich in antioxidants and 

immune-boosting vitamins like vitamin C. 
Keep it in Season: Some dietary theories believe 
that eating fruit in season is more aligned with what 
our body needs. However, one thing is for sure, the 
taste and freshness are always enhanced when we 
eat according to the season. There is nothing quite 
as satisfying as eating a peach or watermelon during 
its peak growing season. 
Organic as First Choice: One area that is not men-
tioned enough is the growing conditions of some of 
the fruit that we consume. Many of these fruits in 
the general produce markets are being sprayed with 
pesticides and herbicides. There is more research 
each day on the long-term effects of these toxic 
chemicals. When we choose organic fruit, we are 
choosing products that have less of these contam-
inates, and hopefully are grown in healthier condi-
tions. Organic fruit may be a few dollars more but 
your health is worth it. 

Stay away from pseudo food as well as pseudo 
facts about fruit. he sweet, uicy a or of a ripe 
piece of fruit is literally the “nectar of the gods,” 
and should be consumed regularly, not just for our 
overall health but for our enjoyment too.

Apples & Oranges: 
The Real Fruit Facts
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WHEN THE SUN SETS ON SUMMER and Tum-
bleweed Tuesday dawns on Fire Island, the din of 
construction replaces children’s laughter and care-
free tourists’ chatter, as the off-season marks the re-
turn of renovation season. While much of the work 
is home improvement, one stretch of road repairs on 
the west end is worrying many of the barrier island’s 
about 400 year-round residents.

The Village of Saltaire is replacing the near-
ly one-mile stretch of Lighthouse Promenade – the 
main drag that connects with Burma Road, which 
also goes by Midway, Central Walk, and a few oth-
er names, through the middle of much of the island 
– and the village’s water main that runs beneath it. 
Replacing the concrete village street with a board-
walk has been the focus of a years-long debate in 
Saltaire. But since the work requires closing a crit-
ical stretch of the island’s main artery and forcing 
traffic onto the oceanfront during winter, when the 
beach is typically smaller, driving proved tricky last 
season when the first phase of the wor  began in the 
village’s east end from East Walk to Beacon Walk. 
This off-season, all eyes are on Saltaire to make sure 
the next phase goes more smoothly.

he wor  di erted ehicle traffic most wee -
days, requiring motorists to keep a closer eye on the 
shoreline when planning travel,” Shoshanna McCo-
llum, the News’ editor and year-round Ocean Beach 
resident, reported in May. “This work was not with-
out its share of complaints by year-round Fire Is-
land residents.”

Since the creation of New Inlet in Superstorm 
Sandy seven years ago, year-round Cherry Grove, 
Fire Island Pines, and Davis Park residents can no 
longer leave the island across the Smith Point Bridge. 
Driving over the Robert Moses Causeway bridge – a 
route that requires passing through Saltaire, the sec-
ond western-most community on the beach – is now 
the only way to leave. Although that hasn’t proven 
problematic for everyone.

“For me, the inconvenience was fairly mini-
mal,” said Mike Fisher, of Cherry Grove, who has 
lived year-round for about a dozen years. He’s more 
concerned with how filling the massi e potholes in 
the stretch of Burma Road between Kismet and the 
checkpoint so patients don’t get hurt when riding  
in ambulances.

The Saltaire road work has made commuting dif-
ficult for yron henault, who has li ed year round 
in Ocean Beach for four years, and works as an 
Ocean Beach Police Department dispatcher, Emer-
gency Service Coordinator for Point ‘O Woods, and 
secretary of the Fire Island Year Round Residents 
Association (FIYRRA).

“There were a couple of hiccups,” Chenault said, 
recalling how parts of Lighthouse Promenade were 
so soft when it reopened that trucks sometimes got 
stuck in the soft sand. He also recalled how some-
times a sign set up to alert drivers to whether the road 
was open or closed wasn’t always updated in a timely 

fashion, causing some drivers to have to turn around 
upon reaching Saltaire when they realized the road 
was closed despite the sign saying it was open.

“Some older residents who live east [of Sal-
taire] weren’t comfortable driving on the beach,” 
he added. In the worst-case scenario of the road be-
ing closed and the shore being small during the day, 
Chenault said he would have to pause while driv-
ing between wa es and opposing traffic. t wasn t 
the most impossible thing, but would make travel  
more interesting.”

To Saltaire’s credit, Chenault said a text message 
system set up for year-round residents alerting them 
to the road’s status helped, at least for those on the 
list. And in the event of an emergency, the village 
managed to open the road in time for ambulances, 
fire truc s, police, and utility ehicles to pass in time, 

he said, noting that he s confident the 
process will go more smoothly this 
off-season.

Ocean Beach Fire Department 
Chief Ian Levine agreed. He said Sal-
taire “is doing what has to be done for 
Fire Island to keep existing.” He noted 
that the project workers were always 
accommodating when there was a 
need to open the road in emergencies, 
and kept it open when the response 
vehicle needed to make the return trip 
back. In addition, they were coopera-
ti e when fire department ehicles had 
to be taken off for repair or mainte-
nance, which had to be done on week-
days when the mechanic shops are 
open. He also recalls cement work was 
done in Fair Harbor a couple years ago 
that similarly had its share of inconve-
niences, but people managed.

It’s not that the Lighthouse Prome-
nade work is unnecessary. It’s the last 
of Saltaire’s streets to be rebuilt with 
a new ood resistant ele ated board-
walk design since the storm. And the 
village has been talking about replac-
ing its water main for at least the past 
decade. U.S. Sens. Charles Schumer  
and Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) an-
nounced back in March that the job 

ualified for .  million in eder-
al Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) reimbursements since the 
road was damaged in Sandy.

“With these funds, the Village 
of Saltaire will be able to repair the 
Lighthouse Promenade and its vital 
roadway, which serves the entire barri-
er island as the only emergency access 
route in the event of an evacuation,” 
Schumer said.

“The village is pleased that FEMA 
understands the strategic importance of Lighthouse 
Promenade for all of Fire Island, as well as the im-
portance of its reconstruction with a design and 
materials that meet the highest standards of ood re-
siliency,” added Saltaire Mayor John Zaccaro Jr. He 
noted that the walk elevation has been raised approx-
imately a foot to contend with the constant ooding 
in the east end of the illage and the new inch 
water main is a significant upgrade from the e isting 

year old inch main, impro ing water pressure, 
ow, and fire protection throughout the illage. 

While the funding is good news for Saltaire, the 
road closures that the work creates remains an issue 
for the rest of the island.

“They are not letting anyone through while work 
is being done,” said FIYRRA President Dawn Lipper. 

 EYE ON FI  >> by Timothy Bolger

Saltaire Road Work Builds  
Island-Wide Wave of Anxiety

Photos by Lauren Chenault

Continued on page 46
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WITH THE GLEE AND GIGGLES of delight that 
radiate from the homes of Fire Islander’s during the 
scorching summer season, is the responsibility that 
comes with closing up your home in the fall, and then, 
re-opening it again for another summer in the spring. 

ith the insight of e perts in the fields of 
plumbing, mechanical, and electric, Fire Island 
News sought advice for those dreading the rapidly 
approaching fall season and its associated to-do lists.

“It’s essential for the homeowner to realize the 
significance of ma ing sure the water heater is 
switched off,” said Kevin McCarthy, owner and 
operator of K-Mac Electric. “What often happens is 
when someone comes into your house to do miscel-
laneous work, they switch the main breaker on. If the 
water heater is energized with no water in it, it will 
burn out the element. That’s why it is important to 
make sure the switch is turned off.”

Those at K-Mac Electric and McCarthy himself 
service residential and commercial buildings for 
upgrades, repairs and new construction as well as 
HVAC installs and repairs. Their top-quality work-
manship has been serving the Fire Island communi-
ty for many years.

“Another thing that should be done is to take 
batteries out of your smoke detectors at the end of 
the summer,” said McCarthy. “And of course, it 
is important to ensure your main breaker is in the  
off position.”

McCarthy said that while post-season mainte-
nance is evidently important from an electrical per-
spective, the start of the season prep is a bit more 
important. With taking out batteries at the end of 
the summer, you must remember to replace smoke 
detector batteries every spring. Or install 10-year 
battery free smoke detectors, as per the new elec-
tric code.

“Once the plumbers turn the water on, it is very 
important to check the hot water heater to make sure 
it is producing hot water,” said McCarthy. “If there 

is no hot water it should be inspected by a licensed 
electrician before moving in for the season.

“Go through the house, check the air conditioning 
units, washing machines, driers … essentially all of 
the appliances should be inspected to ensure every-
thing works perfectly before the busy season begins.”

William Wirostek of Beach Bay Plumbing cor-
roborated with McCarthy’s point that it is essential to 
work out all issues before the season begins and ends. 

“Giving your plumber ample time to turn on 
water is essential, as it gets very busy in the spring 
when everyone moves in,” said Wirostek. 

Despite the delay that may come during the busy 
opening and closing seasons, Wirostek said never try 
to fi  things yourself when problems arise. Always 
hire a ualified licensed plumber.

t loo s easy when a ualified plumber ser-
vices your home, but you should never try to do the 
work yourself as it could make the situation worse.  
The date for turning on water should be a priority  
for homeowners.”

When these plumbing essentials are put on the 
“back burner,” it only creates more issues and delays, 
according to Wirostek. He said it is appreciated by 
Beach Bay Plumbing when courtesy calls are made 
about a month in advance at the start and end of the 
season when service is required. 

“From a plumbing perspective, please don’t block 
areas that need to be serviced. Washing machines or 
appliances that have water going to them should not 
be blocked, as these areas need to be serviced spring 
and fall.”  

Wirostek and McCarthy can both agree all work 
should only be done by ualified licensed mechanics. 

From a mechanical perspective, Glenn Haushal-
ter of Lighthouse Mechanical said the closing pro-
cess in the fall is a bit more specific. 

“When homes are closed, we get all the water 
out of the lines and appliances first,  said aushal-
ter. “After all the water is out, we put anti-freeze 
in the toilets, dishwashers, washing machines. We 
also make sure all of the water is out of the sole-
noids for appliances.”

Similar to McCarthy, Haushalter said that it is the 
homeowners responsibility to go through and check 
all of their appliances to make sure they are empty 
and ready to close. 

“Mechanically, if you have a central air condition-
ing system, the trap on the drain needs to be blown 
out, if not, the water in the trap can freeze and crack 
the trap, causing a leak in the spring that can go unde-
tected until it’s too late and you have water damage. 

“During closing, we use a compressor generating 
 psi to blow out the water lines. his ensures a 

complete and correct closing.”
Lighthouse Mechanical has been serving Fire 

sland from their cean each location since .
“Once it is time to re-open the house again in the 

spring and the water is turned back on, we make sure 
all appliances are up and working. Everything is put 
back together and ready to go.”  

Closing and Reopening Fire Island Vacation 
Homes: Essential Advice from the Pros 
By Emma Boskovski

“The year-round residents who I think 
really get the brunt of the daytime re-
striction through Saltaire are the ones 
who live in Fair Harbor and Dune-
wood. They now have to travel east to 
the Atlantique cut to leave the island 
between  a.m. and  p.m.  would find 
that truly annoying.”

She notes that as a Kismet resi-
dent, she and her neighbors are the lone 

community west of Saltaire that doesn’t 
usually have to deal with the road clo-
sures, except for Kismet residents that 
work east of Saltaire or need to travel 
eastbound on foot, bicycle, or golf cart 
for any other reason. The biggest con-
cern, of course, is what happens in case of  
an emergency. 

“Our concerns in Kismet and for 
year-round residents across the is-
land does center around mutual aid re-
sponse in the e ent of a fire or  
or law enforcement response during 
the daytime hours,” Lippert said. “Sal-
taire has assured everyone that they 
will open up the area ASAP and so far 
it has not been an issue. But it will be 

an issue, if it becomes an issue, if you 
know what I mean.”

Water main installation work is 
scheduled to resume on ept. , at 
Richards Walk, with a targeted com-
pletion date of April , . nstalla-
tion of the new nine-foot-wide timber 
wal  is scheduled to start on ct.  in 
the same area with the same comple-
tion date. While the road will be open 
on weekends and be closed 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. each work day, the village 
announced that it has a plan to reopen 
it for emergencies   minutes after 
first responders notify the illage.

 Work area will be covered/bridged/
matted for road reopening so vehicles 

can travel over the area of current 
wor ,  altaire officials wrote in their 
plan posted on the village website. The 
plan requires that vehicles travel over 
some sand portion road where it has 
been ripped up and bridging placed 
over areas under construction when 
the road is reopened. 

hen the wor  reaches the final leg 
between acific and est wal s, al-
taire-permitted, non-overweight traf-
fic will be allowed to detour around the 
area of work north of Lighthouse Prom-
enade on designated walkways.

Will the plan go more smooth-
ly than last off-season? As they say,  
stay tuned.

Continued from page 45    
Saltaire Road Work 
Builds Island-Wide 
Wave of Anxiety
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FOR 35 YEARS I passed the white house set back 
on the north side of Montauk Highway in West Bay 
Shore, with the thought, ‘someday I’ll have to go 
there.’ And, for more than 10 years, I have listed the 
many events that are held at Sagtikos Manor each 
year in a calendar of events, with my previous job 
and with this publication. But like many who have 
never visited landmarks right in their own backyard, 
I never got there, until now.

First, a brief history. The Manor sits on Sag-
tikos Neck. The neck of land was purchased from 
the Secatogue tribe in 1692, by Stephanus Van Cor-
tlandt, the first nati e born mayor of ew or  ity, 
who built the original part of the house in 1697. Af-
ter his death, the property was purchased by Timothy 
Carll in 1706. Jonathan Thompson of Seatuket then 
bought the estate for his son, Issac, in 1758. Issac 
married Mary Gardiner of East Hampton in 1772, 
and they more than doubled the size of the house by 
adding nine more rooms. Judge Issac Thompson was 
a member of Islip Town government before and af-
ter the American Revolution, and later a member of 
the NY State Assembly. Upon his death, the Manor 
was used mostly as a summer house, as his sons and 
grandsons built homes in New York City and other 
Long Island locations. 

Issac’s great-grandson, Frederick Diodoti Thomp-
son, bought out the other heirs in 1894, and 
became the sole owner of the 1,200 acre 
estate. In 1902, wanting a place to enter-
tain on a large scale, he added the east and 
west wings, designed by architect Issac H. 
Green of Sayville, bringing the total num-
ber of rooms to 42. The last family mem-
ber to live in Sagtikos Manor was Robert 
David Lion Gardiner (1911-2004), who 
deeded it to the Robert David Lion Gar-
diner Foundation. In 2002, Suffolk Coun-
ty purchased the remaining 10 acres from 
the Foundation to save it from developers. 
Today, the Sagtikos Manor Historical So-
ciety contracts with the County to manage 
the estate, offering tours, educational pro-
grams and research.

Tours of the Manor House are offered from June 
through September. Costumed docents lead guests 
through 300 years of history, featuring furniture, 

artwork, accessories and archi-
tectural styles from the late 1600s 
through the mid-1900s. The house 
has been preserved just as it was 
left by Robert David Lion Gardin-
er, when he moved his summer res-
idence to East Hampton in 1963. 

he tour includes rooms on the first 
and second oors, where among the 
bedrooms you can see where Pres-
ident George Washington slept on 
April 21, 1790. Washington, who 
kept a diary of his Long Island 
tour, noted this visit to Judge Issac 
Thompson’s home.

Issac Thompson, a Patriot, en-
dured British occupation at Sagtikos Manor during 
the American Revolution. General Sir George Clin-
ton, other high ran ing officers and ritish soldiers 
were billeted here. On the tour, you will learn how 
Thompson, thought to be signaling to someone, was 
fired upon by ritish sol-
diers camped outside. 
The musket ball lodged 
in a staircase in the house, 
and remained there un-
til 1870, when a young 
family member dug it out 
and took it. The musket 
ball was returned in 2016, 
and today you can see it 
housed in a glass case in 
the Butler’s Pantry.

The tour begins in the Music Room, which was 
added in 1902, and moves to the Gardiner Parlor, 
part of the 1772 addition. In one of the two adjoining 
rooms, a campaign desk owned by Jonathan Thomp-
son is on display, and a mail pouch that was left on the 
Manor porch anonymously (with a note saying it be-
longs there) sits on a chair. Then head upstairs to the 
Clinton Room and Washington’s Bedroom. Down-
stairs again, the Van Cortlandt Parlor, from 1697, is 
the next stop. The Bake Room features an oven with 

original bricks from Europe and Dutch tiles. The Old 
Kitchen displays utensils that were used before the 
new kitchen was built in 1902. 

Also part of the 1902 renovation is the Peacock 

Dining Room. Frederick Diodati Thompson liked 
peacocks, which were considered fashionable at the 
time, and used them in decorating both inside and 
outside. The beams in the ceiling were crafted from 
trees that grew on the property and were originally 
in a barn that was razed. Fortunately, we can see the 
Grandfather Clock located in this room, as it was sto-
len before the house was opened to the public. A lo-
cal resident involved in the restoration, saw the clock 
being driven down the street in the back of a truck. 
Recognizing it, he called the police and the clock 
was rescued. It and other items in the room still carry 
the police evidence tags. 

Directly above the Peacock Dining Room is the 
Proprietor’s Bedroom, or the master bedroom as it 
is called today. Originally added by and for Freder-
ick, the large room was used by subsequent owners, 
but remains almost as it was during Frederick’s time.

The New Kitchen, which was updated in the 
1950s, still houses the original cabinetry, some of the 
old tables and the servants call box. It is still a work-

ing kitchen, and one of only two 
rooms not used as only museum 
space. The other is the Laundry 
Room, which contains stationary 
tubs and atirons on the wood 
stove, but doubles as the Gift 
Shop.

The grounds include the 
Walled Garden, which was com-
missioned by Sarah Gardiner and 
built in the 1930s. The red brick 

wall was constructed by Italian masons, and archi-
val photos shows roses, a vegetable garden and peony 
runs. The center of the garden is the peacock fountain, 
sculpted by Mary Aldrich Frasier of Bay Shore. The 
long neglected garden is being restored by Friends of 
the Manor Gardens. Each year, The Peony Path tour 
is held in June.

Buried in the family cemetery are early mem-
bers of the Thompson-Gardiner family including Is-
sac and Mary Thompson. The Carriage House, built 
in 1924 by E.W. Howell Construction Co. of Bab-
ylon, includes a caretaker’s living quarters, stables 
and room for several vehicles. The Buttery was used 
to store perishables during colonial times.

Although the season is winding down, it is not 
too late to visit Sagtikos Manor. Tours are available 
through September, on Saturdays and Sundays, from 
1-3:30 p.m. Other events include the Fall Festival 
and Mourning at the Manor (held in the cemetery), 
on Oct. 6, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; the Holiday Shop-
ping Weekend, Nov. 29, 30 and Dec. 1, from 11 a.m.-
3 p.m.; and The Christmas House Tours, on Dec. 7 
and 8, from 10:30-2:30 p.m.

While its biggest claim to fame may be that Wash-
ington slept here, Sagtikos Manor is so much more. 
It’s the story of local families, some names well 
known, others not as recognizable; the tale of British 
occupation  and it is filled with  year s worth of 
history. And, George Washington actually slept here!

For information, visit www.sagtikosmanor.org or 
call 631-854-0939.

A Rich History at Sagtikos Manor in Bay Shore

 GREAT SPACES >> by Lorna Luniewski

Family Cemetery.

The Manor House.

Washintgton’s Bedroom.



T H E  F I R E  I S L A N D  N E W S P A P E R  •  A u g u s t  3 0 ,  2 0 1 9  •  P A G E  4 8

Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore        www.fireisland-news.com

 DIRECTORY >> 

APPAREL
Kline’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5333
Bambootique
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5180
www. fireislandapparel.com
Fire Island Outfitters
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0146
www.fireislandoutfitters.com
Salty Stitch Beach Wear
Ocean Beach | 631-431-6991
www. saltystitch.com

ATTORNEYS
Siben & Siben LLP
Bay Shore | 631-665-3400
www.sibensiben.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Mars Auto Parts
Bay Shore | 631-665-0890
www.mars108.com
Molina & Rudden Auto Repair
Brightwaters | 631-968-2840

BAKERY
Rachel’s Restaurant & Bakery
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9552
www.rachelsfireisland.com

BEER DISTRIBUTOR
Beverage Barn
Bay Shore | 631-665-0320
www.beveragebarnstores.com

BICYCLES
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826
www.oceanbeachhardware.com

CARTING
Stang Carting
Ocean Beach | 631-567-7792

CHURCH 
Free Union Church
Ocean Beach | 631-680-8074
www.freeunionchurch.org

COUNSELING
Advanced Counseling Assoc.
Bay Shore | 631-647-9009
www.advancedcounseling-associates.com

DELI/MARKETS
Dockside
Ocean Beach
631-583-0303
The Pantry
Ocean Beach, Delivery
631-583-SHOP (7467)

GIFTS & SOUVENIRS
Gemaginations
Brightwaters | 631-666-4181
Kline’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5333
Willy Nilly 
Trading Company
Bay Shore | 631-665-5510
www.willynillytrading.com

HARDWARE
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826
www.oceanbeachhardware.com

HOME BUILDING/ 
IMPROVEMENTS/ 
REPAIRS
Barrier Beach Renovations
917-405-1119 
Beach Bay Plumbing
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5750
East Islip Lumber
East Islip | 631-581-1869
www.eilumber.com
Eric Schiller, Architect PC
917-886-6055
www.eric-schiller.com
Inspiration Remodeling
Lindenhurst  | 631-672-8905
K-Mac Electric
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8130
www.kmacelectric.com
Lighthouse Mechanical 
Ocean Beach | 631-583-6500 
Marquardt Marine
Patchogue | 631 583-3100
www.marquardtmarine.com
SGM Interiors 
Sayville | 631 335-7809
sgminteriors960@gmail.com
Vannoni Construction
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5271
www.vannoniconstruction.com

HOTELS
Grove Hotel
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6000
www.grovehotel.com
Palms Hotel
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8870
www.palmshotel-fireisland.com

INSURANCE
Cochrane Insurance
Bay Shore | 631-665-3100
Lloyd’s Planning, LLC
631-583-7253 | 212-689-0431
www.lloydsplanningllc.com
State Farm Insurance,
Rich Mohan 
Mohegan Lake | 914-528-1212

JEWELRY
Gemaginations
Brightwaters | 631-666-4181

LIQUOR & WINE
J&J Spirit Shop
Delivery, Sayville | 631-589-0078
www.jjspiritshop.com

MEDICAL/HOSPITAL 
Northwell Health
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8548
Northwell Health
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6767
Northwell’s Southside Hospital
Bay Shore | 631-968-3000

PROPANE
Ocean Beach Hardware
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5826
www.oceanbeachhardware.com

REAL ESTATE
Dana Wallace Real Estate
Ocean Beach
631-583-5596 | 631-583-5653
www.realestateon-fireisland.com
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
East Islip | 631 581-8855
www.elliman.com
Fire Island Homes
Ocean Beach | 631-583-6661
www.fihomes.net
Fire Island Real Estate
Ocean Beach | 631 583-5100
www.fireislandrealestate.com
Kitty King Real Estate 
Bay Shore | 631-583-8927 
kittykingrealestate.com
Netter Real Estate
West Islip | 631-661-5100
www.netterrealestate.com
Sunset 3 Realty 
Brightwaters | 631-666-2110
www.sunset3realty.com

RESTAURANTS
Albatross
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5697
Beacheria
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0387
www.beacheriaob.com 
Bocce Beach
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8100
www.boccebeach.com 
Castaway Bar & Grill
Ocean Beach | 631-583 8498
Cherry Grove Pizza 
Cherry Grove | 631-597-6766
www.cherrygrovepizza.com 
CJ’s Restaurant & Bar
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9890
www.cjsfireisland.com

Dockside
Ocean Beach | 631-583-0303
The Hideaway
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5929 
Hurricanes
Ocean Beach | Hurricanes
www.fireislandhotel.com
Island Mermaid
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8088
www.islandmermaid.com
Kismet Inn
Kismet | 631-583-5592
www.thekismetinn.com
The Landing
Ocean Beach | 631-583-5800
Le Dock
Fair Harbor | 631-583-5200
Maguire’s
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8800
www.maguiresbayfront-restaurant.com
Matthew’s Seafood House
Ocean Beach | 631-583-8016
matthewsseafood.com
Rachel’s Restaurant & Bakery
Ocean Beach | 631-583-9552
www.rachelsfireisland.com
Salt and Barrel
Bay Shore | 631-647-8818
www.saltandbarrel.com

SYNAGOGUE
Fire Island Synagogue
Seaview | 631-991-1907
www.fireisland-synagogue.org

THEATRE 
Arts Project of Cherry Grove
Cherry Grove | (631) 597-3192
www.facebook.com/artsprojectofcherrygrove

TRANSPORTATION
Fire Island Ferries
Bay Shore | 631-665-3600
www.fireislandferries.com

VETERINARY SERVICES
Veterinary Medical Center of Long Island
West Islip | 631-587-0800
www.vmcli.com

WATER SPORTS
Fire Island Parasail & Boat Tours
Ocean Bay Park | 631-988-8445
www.fireislandparasail.com 
Fire Island Rentals & Charters
Ocean Beach | 631-252-3964
fireislandsalesandrentals.com
South Shore Paddleboards
Babylon | 631-482-1822
www.southshorepaddleboards.com

Fire Island News can  
be found at 146 locations!  

Find the location nearest you  
a fireisland-news.com dis ri ion

Fire Is land’s Longest Running News Source Since 1957
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 SHOPPING AROUND >> 

  Another great season with Maguire’s Bayfront Restaurant. (Photo by Mike Valentino)

  Think all the restaurants are closing after Labor Day? Guess again! Castaway 
Bar & Grill stays open well into the fall, and re-opens before there are buds on 
the trees again. Read Lorna Luniewski’s dining review on page 33. (Photo by 
Lorna Luniewski)

  Hurricane’s or Sharknado? Hurricane’s Bar & Grill raised some real money in their 4th Annual Ocean Clean-up event this summer. We’re going to need a bigger boat! (Photo courtesy Melissa Dodici)

  Appreciated With Pride: Thank you Fire Island Water 
Taxi for getting us safely to our destinations all 
summer long! (Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)

  No need to miss Rocket Fuels, CJ’s is open year 

round. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)



 www.fireisland-news.com

Southside Hospital has donated three bleeding control stations to 
Long Island MacArthur Airport in Ronkonkoma, part of the Town of 
Islip, for emergency use.

Bleeding control stations contain gauze and tourniquets that can 
be applied to an open wound to stop the bleed before emergency 
medical services personnel arrive. The bleeding control kits, or Stop 
the Bleed tools, are stored in wall stations, similar to the way public 
access Automated External Defibrillators are stored.

 “The Town of Islip is grateful to Southside Hospital and the 
Northwell Health Trauma Institute for donating these life-saving 
kits,” said Islip Supervisor Angie Carpenter. “In an emergency, every 
second counts. While we hope never to experience this level of 
trauma, having the knowledge and the tools at your fingertips can 
mean the difference between life and death.”

Southside Hospital and the Northwell Health Trauma Institute 
have provided hundreds of hours of education to community groups 
across Long Island about how to best render aid to an injured person 
who has suffered a trauma.

“Research has shown that, depending on the situation, a person 
can bleed out in a matter of minutes,” said Timothy Dackow, NP, 
trauma coordinator at Southside. “The best chance of saving a person’s 
life after they experience a trauma is for a nearby good Samaritan 
to use these bleeding control techniques involving gauze and/or a 
tourniquet. The training sessions I have performed are about an hour 
long with half of that time being spent practicing how to use these 
bleeding control tools. That’s an hour that can help someone save 
a life. We hope individuals never need to use the ‘Stop the Bleed’ 
training or equipment, but it’s best to be prepared for an emergency. ”

Southside Hospital is an American College of Surgeons Level II 
designated trauma center. 

 
For more information about Southside Hospital, call 631-968-3000.

Stop the Bleed: 
Southside Hospital 
Donates Bleeding 
Supply Kits to  
MacArthur Airport



Easy access
504 Bayberry Walk, Ocean Beach, New York 11770 
(631) 583-8548
153 Doctors Walk, Cherry Grove, New York 11782
(631) 597-6767
Most insurance accepted

Walk-in hours 
Monday – Friday 9am – 11am; 4pm – 6pm
Weekends 9am – 1 m; pm – 6pm

We’re spending the summer right 
here with you, in case you need us

Northwell Health Physician Partners Immediate Care 
Centers are providing expert healthcare on Fire Island. 

Northwell Health Physician Partners is the dedicated team of physicians and staff 
employed by Northwell Health. Experts in over 100 specialties, we work together as 
a medical group practice using Northwell Health’s unique resources and research. 
Committed to providing the best in compassionate care, informed by the most current 
advances in medicine, we continuously raise the standard of care for our patients and 
their families. Visit us at Northwell.edu/PhysicianPartners.

Our dedicated team offers 
comprehensive, onsite, quality 
treatment for nonlife-threatening 
illnesses and injuries. In emergency 
situations, transport to Southside 
Hospital is arranged. Southside 
Hospital is one of Northwell Health’s  
premier tertiary hospitals and 
trauma centers.



Against the will of the People, the federal 
government is once again planning to hunt 
deer on our tranquil barrier island.

It has been thirty years since the Fire Island National Seashore 

(FINS) last attempted to hold a deer hunt here. While the institutional 

memory of that failed attempt may have faded, many of us do vividly 

remember the infamous events of the winter of 1988/89:

FINS’ effort to deceive the people into believing that the hunt had 
intrinsic scientific validity by calling it a “STUDY-HUNT” backfired. The 
people were not fooled. Opposition to the hunt was immediate and 

fierce.
Enraged protestors gathered at the ‘ranger checkpoint’ near the 

Lighthouse. They watched in disbelief as licensed archery hunters in 
camouflage gear arrived to hunt deer that did not at all fear humans. 

They shot the unsuspecting animals with arrows. Then, wounded and 
bleeding, with arrows sticking into them, these deer frantically tried to 
escape through the brush, staggering forward, pursued by armed gov-
ernment officials who finally ended the animals’ agony with bullets.

Children on school buses rode by on Burma Road dangerously 
close to the nightmarish spectacle. They witnessed the arrest of par-
ents and neighbors who were forced onto their knees, handcuffed, and 
taken off in an enclosed patrol wagon to Riverhead to be booked.  

FINS had stated at the outset of that ‘88/’89 hunt that their goal 
was to kill 100 deer. However, after those demonstrations, and a hard-
fought federal lawsuit (Allen v. Hodel) brought against the National 
Parks Service (NPS) by three Fire Island residents, and with the sup-
port of Long Island animal activists and, very notably, of prominent 
author and legendary animal protector Cleveland Amory (the found-
er of the Fund for Animals), the NPS Director William Penn Mott inter-
vened and ended the hunt. By then, a total of 60 semi-tame deer had 
been killed at the cost of $60,000.

New fawns appeared each spring, yet still FINS failed to come up 
with a humane way to control deer numbers. Then in the fall of 1992, a 
year-round resident took note of what was being done in Assateague 
National Seashore where ground-breaking science was immunocon-
tracepting the population of small horses there with PZP (porcine zona 
pellucida) vaccine.  She took the unorthodox step of inviting those 
Assateague researchers to Fire Island. 

One year later, our locale having met the stringent qualifications for 
an experimental test site (including the commitment of extraordinari-
ly generous and dedicated volunteer deer monitors in the communi-
ties), with the projected modest funding in place, and with the blessing 
of The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), one September 
dawn in 1993, on the lawn of Brodkin Park in the Village of Saltaire, Dr. 
Jay Kirkpatrick, a pioneer in the field of immunocontraception, remote-

ly darted free-roaming female deer with PZP vaccine. It was a mile-
stone in wildlife history.

For over a decade there followed a dramatic decline in the fawning 
rate on Fire Island as well as a sense of pride in the fact that we were 

the first area in the world to use this humane, cost-effective and highly 
successful method of deer management.   

To this day, FINS has offered no credible explanation of why, after 
taking over the reins of the popular project from the local volunteers, 
they completely abandoned it by the mid-2000s. They simply stopped 
ordering the vaccine.

Now, in 2019, FINS’ current plan reads like an extended killing fren-
zy. Every year there will be a hunt. Every year FINS will target and kill 
deer deemed  ‘friendly’. They will kill Sunken Forest deer, kill deer they 
have lured to corn-baiting stations, and they will kill deer from trucks 
riding along our narrow barrier island!!! 

Is FINS hoping that we the People have forgotten what happened 
before and that there will be no resistance this time?? 

Indications are otherwise:

The letters that FINS was federally mandated to solicit from the 

public about their current plan are on public record as overwhelm-

ingly opposed to lethal control. (1442 correspondences opposed it, 
while a mere 107 were for it)  

Local environmental, wildlife, and animal welfare groups are 

raising their voices in support of humane solutions. Besides the Fire 

Island Wildlife Foundation, these include the Fire Island Environmental 

Coalition, Kismet League for Animal Welfare (KLAW), Pines Animal Wel-
fare Society (PAWS), Cherry Grove Chapter of PAWS, Fire Island Animal 
Rescue, Fire Island Animal Welfare Society, Long Island Orchestrating 
for Nature (LION) and even the improbably-named “Posh Pets.”  

A joint lawsuit has been filed against FINS’ lethal plan by two 
esteemed non-profit organizations:  the ANIMAL WELFARE INSTI-
TUTE, a highly regarded and effective international organization; and 
WILDLIFE PRESERVES, INC., which, fifty years ago, donated land to 
establish the beautiful Sunken Forest and had the foresight to protect 
it as a wildlife preserve in perpetuity by means of deed restrictions that 

will immediately cause the land to “revert” (back) to the donor if wild-
life there is ever killed--or even “disturbed.”

We the People must once again demand that 
FINS use non-lethal wildlife management.

Call and email both the FINS Superintendent ALEXCY ROMERO 
at 631-687-4750 (Alexcy_Romero@nps.gov) and the NPS Northeast 
Regional Director GAY VIETZKE at 215-597-7013 (Gay_Vietzke@nps.
gov) and tell them that we want management that keeps deer from 
reproducing, NOT kills them in perpetuity. 

Rally plans are currently in progress. 

For updates call 631 583 9215 or Email: fireislandwildlife@gmail.com

Please support the petition at change.org: http://chng.it/BhcXzmjQKz 

FIRE ISLAND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION 
A Not for Profit Corporation
PO Box 5324 Bay Shore, New York 11706 
phone 631 583 9215   Email: fireislandwildlife@gmail.com

Protestors in high spirits after learning the NPS Director had inter-

vened to end the FINS deer hunt of ‘88/’89.

ADVERTORIAL

STOP THE DEER HUNT



THE WORLD OF VETERINARY medicine has seen drastic technological advances 
in the last 20 years. Many of these new tools, diagnostics and procedures have been 
adopted from human medical practices. The advances have not only led to better 
treatments, but faster, more accurate diagnosis. From MRIs and ultrasounds to mini-
mally invasive surgical techniques, there are many new technologies that are giving 
veterinarians greater ability to diagnose and ultimately save sick animals. 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging: MRI technology has been extremely influential in 
the progression of human neuroscience. Veterinarians are now using the imaging 
technology to look into the brains and spines of pets. MRIs are also very effec-
tive for getting scans of orthopedic and soft tissue structures prior to surgery. By 
being able to see what is going on inside the animal before going in for surgery, a 
veterinarian is able to reduce the chance that anything will go wrong during the 
procedure by having a more accurate assessment of the pet’s disorder.
Laparoscopy: Laparoscopic procedures use a small camera that can be inserted 
into the abdominal or thoracic cavity to see inside the body. This is yet another 
example of a human medicine technology being adapted to the animal kingdom. 
These procedures are less invasive than most surgical operations.
3-D printing: This rapid-prototyping process has been applied to veterinary 
practice to create animal bone models from the information gathered from 
computed tomography scans. Doing so enables vets and surgeons to have a solid 
grasp of a patient’s internal bone or muscle structure before going in to operate. In 
addition, the models help educate pet owners about the anatomy and physiology 
of their pets.
Recombinant DNA: Before its discovery, protein drugs such as insulin, somato-
tropin and prolactin were somewhat difficult to produce. rDNA not only allows 
for cheaper and more efficient drug production, it also opens up the possibility of 
gene therapy. However, they have been met with a range of ethical concerns as 
experts debate the possible effects of altering animal genomes. 
Stem Cell Therapy: Animal stem cell therapy is a regenerative technique through 
which stem cells are harvested from an animal, isolated, then injected directly 
into the troubled joints. It can be used to treat arthritis, tendonitis, and injuries in 
our furry friends.
Epidural Anesthesia: A method of epidural anesthesia, although proven effi-
cient in humans, had never been tested in animals until now. Drugs can also be 
delivered through an epidural, an injection into the epidural space of the spine. 
Epidurals help prevent pain in the abdomen and lower part of the body, so they’re 
especially beneficial for animals undergoing orthopedic procedures. 
Pain Management Advances: Managing pain in pets has always been a challenge 
because they can’t say where or how much they hurt. Of course, pets have always 
received anesthesia for surgeries, but beyond that not much was done about 
recognizing or treating any pain they might be feeling. 
Before Pet Surgery, Ask Your Veterinarian: With the development of new veter-
inary technology comes the greater need for those with specialized training. A 
veterinarian’s technician should be trained and licensed by NY State in the latest 
anesthesia and monitoring techniques, including monitoring blood pressure. 
Questions to ask include:
• Will my pet get a pre-anesthetic assessment? 
 ill my pet ha e intra enous uids while it s anestheti ed  
 ill a ualified person be monitoring my pet s ital signs  
 ill my pet s blood pressure be monitored during surgery  
 hat emergency procedures and drugs are in place in the e ent of a complication  
 ill my pet be ept warm during and after surgery  

If you would like your pet to be evaluated by a member of our specialty team, 
please contact the Veterinary Medical Center of Long Island to make an appoint-
ment with any of our board certified veterinary specialists. Alternatively, your pet 
can be admitted through the VMCLI Emergency Service, 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year for stabilization and transfer to any of our specialty services. To speak with 
any member of our team, please call 631-587-0800 for more information.

New Advances  
in Veterinary Medicine 
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A Day in the Life of Fire Island
Reader Contributed Photographs

“Readers & Staff”

FIN Staff

Lorna’s Sunflower  
(Photo by Lorna Luniewski)

Fire Island Chicken.  
(Photo by Robert Sherman)

Seagull at Buoy 7, Fire Island Inlet.
(Photo by Lauren ten Hoopen)

FIN Readers

Mother and Child. (Photo by 12-year-old Danielle Mezzanotte) Marsh Grass at Davis Park. (Photo by Lynda Zahor)

Coming Storm. (Photo by Rachelle King) The Great Web. (Photo by Tara Burns)



Abigail Mago | Licensed Associate Broker

abigail@fireislandrealestate.com

516-510-3207

Alan Medvin | Licensed Salesperson

alan@fireislandrealestate.com

516-680-3705

Alyssa O’Keefe | Licensed Salesperson, Rental Specialist

alyssa@fireislandrealestate.com

631-988-0819



AVAILABLE | 955 Surfview Walk, Ocean Beach | $575,000 | Web# 3127574 AVAILABLE | Ontario Walk, Ocean Bay Park | $599,000 | Web# *1348476

AVAILABLE | Fairway Street, Seaview | $2,695,000 | Web# *1347674 AVAILABLE | Midway Walk, Seaview | $1,325,000 | Web# 3151016

AVAILABLE | Atlantic Avenue, Seaview | $950,000 | Web# *1354181

AVAILABLE | Island Walk, Lonelyville | $2,495,000 | Web# *1335771

ROBERT KUHAR
Lic. Assoc. R. E. Broker
O: 631.583.0010

M: 917.331.2817

RKuhar@elliman.com

KEVIN CONWAY
Lic. R. E. Salesperson
O: 631.583.7495

M: 631.983.7968

kevin.conway@elliman.com

NICOLE BATCHELOR
Lic. Assoc. R. E. Broker
O: 631.583.7490

M: 646.415.2269

nicole.batchelor@elliman.com

OCEAN BEACH OFFICE
937 Baywalk | 631.583.0010

DEFireIsland@elliman.com

Always Open on Fire Island  |  Bespoke Service

NEW YORK CITY / LONG ISLAND / THE HAMPTONS / WESTCHESTER / CONNECTICUT / NEW JERSEY / FLORIDA / CALIFORNIA / COLORADO / MASSACHUSETTS / TEXAS / INTERNATIONAL

ell iman.com/fireisland

L O C A L  A G E N T S ,  N A T I O N A L  S E R V I C E

From the City to the Sea

$ 2 8 . 6  B I L L I O N  C L O S E D  S A L E S  C O M P A N Y- W I D E **

# 1  O N  L O N G  I S L A N D  F O R  C L O S E D  R E S I D E N T I A L  S A L E S†

$ 5 .1  B I L L I O N  I N  L O N G  I S L A N D  S A L E S  V O L U M E
M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  L O N G  I S L A N D  M L S

*EXCLUSIVE LISTING. **FROM 2018. †MLSLI RESIDENTIAL SALES THAT CLOSED BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 2018 AND DECEMBER 31, 2018 © 2019 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.  110 WALT WHITMAN ROAD, HUNTINGTON STATION, NY 11746. 631.549.7401
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