
In some cases, they’re hidden in alleys, lost in a sea of nondescript
warehouses or operating on a rarely used road. They have little or
no signage on the buildings, save for maybe a green medical cross.

Dispensaries have become like the speak-easy bars that operated
during prohibition on alcohol in the early 20th century, even
though medical marijuana has been legal in California for 20 years.
Despite their low profile, the dispensaries are soon going to receive
a lot more attention from the public, as the state opens up cannabis
sales to all adults starting Jan. 1.

Sacramento’s dispensaries plan to handle recreational sales in the
city, and eventually will be joined by delivery companies.

Trying to determine what the dispensaries are doing to prepare for
the new business isn’t easy. The Bee visited about a dozen
dispensaries last week, and only one operator agreed to share plans
for recreational sales. Others said they were still trying to figure out
their plans, weren’t authorized to discuss them or they simply
didn’t want the public to know.

“We try to be discreet,” a manager at one dispensary said. She said
she preferred not to give her name or have her dispensary named.

The dispensaries haven’t had a lot of time to fully consider their
options for the retail market. The state and the city of Sacramento
just approved regulations for recreational sales last month, and are
in the process of reviewing license applications. They expect to
issue temporary licenses by Jan. 1.
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