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TThheemmee  ffoorr  22002211  

WWEE  AARREE  OONNEE  IINN  TTHHEE  SSPPIIRRIITT;;  WWEE  AARREE  OONNEE  IINN  TTHHEE  LLOORRDD!!  

‘‘TThheeyy  WWiillll  KKnnooww  WWee  AArree  CChhrriissttiiaannss  BByy  OOuurr  LLoovvee..’’  

“I have commissioned them to represent me just as you commissioned me to represent 

you. And now I dedicate myself to them as a holy sacrifice so that they will live as 

fully dedicated to God and be made holy by your truth.” “And I ask not only for these 

disciples, but also for all those who will one day believe in me through their message. 

I pray for them all to be joined together as one even as you and I, Father, are joined 

together as one. I pray for them to become one with us so that the world will 

recognize that you sent me. For the very glory you have given to me I have given them 

so that they will be joined together as one and experience the same unity that we 

enjoy. You live fully in me and now I live fully in them so that they will experience 

perfect unity, and the world will be convinced that you have sent me, for they will see 

that you love each one of them with the same passionate love that you have for me.”  

JJoohhnn  1177::1188--2233  TThhee  PPaassssiioonn  TTrraannssllaattiioonn  ((TTPPTT)) 

 

  

TThhiiss  WWeeeekk’’ss  TThhoouugghhtt  ––  MMaayy  2233,,  22002211  

“Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your God, who 

teaches you to profit, who leads you in the way you should go. Oh that you had paid attention to 

my commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, and your righteousness like 

the waves of the sea.” Isaiah 48:17-18 English Standard Version (ESV)

 

“We’re ALL in this TOGETHER.” As the world slowly recovers from an extended season of 

crisis and begins to return to previously known rhythms of life and commerce, we as individuals 

are faced with a similar set of questions and decisions that lie before us. What does it look like 

for you to emerge from this extended season of winter?  

 

For some, this spring feels endless in possibility, bursting with life and pent-up energy. For 

others, while the world may spring to life all around, you remain in the depths of a dark winter, 

overcome by the grief and loss brought upon you and those you love during this pandemic. 

Perhaps you find yourself somewhere in the middle, neither joyful nor despondent, but suffering 

from the general malaise of apathy and exhaustion.  
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In times like these, we know that we are meant to move forward, yet it can be difficult to discern 

where exactly we are meant to go! 

 

Life is a journey, and movement is an essential piece of the puzzle, but movement in and of itself 

is neither virtuous or the point. To be redemptive and life-giving, our movement needs an aim 

and a destination. And so, before any one of us launches out into this new season of life, we must 

ask ourselves a fundamental question: am I being led? 

 

In our desire for change, renewal, and growth, we must never assume our desire for these things 

means we know where to go to find them! As an old song says, we so often are “llooookkiinn’’  ffoorr  lloovvee  

iinn  aallll  tthhee  wwrroonngg  ppllaacceess..” Our ability to see clearly is often hindered, and this is especially true in 

times of extended crisis, grief, or exhaustion.  

 

Just because you desire something, even your deepest desires and longings, does not mean they 

are for your good or the good of your neighbor. For example, coming out of a season of 

economic loss and uncertainty, it is easy to justify excessive spending in the name of self-care or 

self-improvement. Cancelled vacations or long-anticipated experiences may leave us feeling 

wronged or slighted, with a goal in the coming season to make up for what was lost.  

 

Our greatest temptation in this moment could very well be a heightened move towards self-

preservation and personal fulfillment. Understandable as this may be, our first impulse as 

followers of Christ should not be towards “ggeettttiinngg  wwhhaatt  iiss  oouurrss” but towards humility and daily 

repentance. Let us have a heightened attentiveness to our own motivations and desires in this 

season. Realize that your exhaustion can become a daily temptation to shut yourself off from the 

needs of others. Pay attention to this, but more importantly, as Isaiah reminds us today, pay 

attention to the Lord, who loves us and leads us in the way we should go. 

Application: What do you want most deeply in this season? Can you acknowledge it to the Lord 

in prayer, yet also surrender it to him and resolve to follow as he leads? 

Prayer of reflection and response you might pray this week: “Heavenly Father, help us to 

come out of this pandemic season with hearts of humility and sacrificial love for others. But 

more importantly, as Isaiah reminds us today, paying attention to You, who loves us and 

leads us in the way we should go. This is my prayer in the matchless, wonderful and 

compassionate Name of Jesus, Amen!” 

Yours in Christ, Pastor King 


