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The Gallery’s decision to align itself with the fibre art movement at this time was 
a result of Federal and State Government support that provided a funding boost, 
and a validation of craft as a significant art form. However, it was the region’s 
historical association with fine merino wool production that ultimately secured 
the Gallery’s fibre art specialisation.

Andrew Chapman OAM has photographed much of Australia’s social and 
political landscape over the last five decades. Chapman’s subjects have ranged 
from Prime Ministers to heroin dealers, celebrities to sheep. His images have 
featured in many Australian publications, and his work is held in public and 
private collections both in Australia and internationally. His interest in shearing 
began in 1976 and he has been travelling the country documenting the sheds 
and the people who inhabit them ever since.

Chapman has a passion for rural life, as well as a love of the Australian bush. 
His work has been widely exhibited and he has published eight books. ‘I want 
to leave a visual record that people can rely on,’ he says. ‘I don’t add things 
in before I photograph, and I don’t take things out. To make a shot visually 
appealing, I just have to be sure to get it right in the first place.’

In 2014 Chapman was awarded the medal of the Order of Australia for work 
within Australia’s photographic community.

The Ararat Wool Heritage project was shot in April 2021 throughout the 
municipality of Ararat Rural City.

Established in 1968, Ararat Gallery TAMA (Textile Art Museum Australia) holds 
a distinctive place amongst Australia’s public galleries through its longstanding 
commitment to supporting and promoting textile and fibre art – a curatorial and 
collection focus that began in the early 1970s.
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Mt William Woolshed (2021). Sihl Masterclass 
baryta paper (cotton rag), 100 x 150cm
© Andrew Chapman, Ararat Gallery TAMA and 
Ararat Rural City Council.

Ararat’s districts contain some of the most classic Australian rural scenery a 
photographer can wander through.

The land is well suited to wool production and the paddocks, resplendent 
with aged redgums, undulating and often framed with the background of 
the Grampians or the Mount Cole Forest, make it a visual delight for anyone 
travelling through.

Often hidden away in these landscapes, out of sight of those passing by, is the 
rich wool heritage of the area in the form of classic woolsheds and outbuildings.
Sheds like Gorrinn, Mt William, Barton, Decameron and Wangarip hark back  
to the earliest days of white settlement in the district and to a time when  
wool was king.

For it was wool that opened up the district and aside from a brief period of  
gold mining, wool has been the backbone of the district’s economy for much  
of its existence.

Wandering through many of these sheds, it is common to stumble across so 
many visual traces of history or what I would call ‘The Mark of Time’. In many 
woolsheds it is not uncommon to find that not much has been thrown away. 
Woolpresses, old stationary engines, rusty tin stencils and wool scales tell a 
story of what once was. Sometimes it can be like walking through a history 
lesson. Indeed, most sheds have long dated graffiti, that in itself tells a tale.

As age starts catching up with many of these historic buildings and spaces, it is a 
good time for us to reflect on their part of our history and to think ahead to how 
we as a society, should be helping to preserve them, before they fade away.

Andrew Chapman, May 2021.
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