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Lowville Cream Cheese Festival LNNY Raffle Basket Sales 
Were a Great Success! 
 

 
Thank you to all the volunteers, donors and staff who helped make 
our booth at the Cream Cheese Festival a success, especially Board 
Member Sally Brennan. Sally is the driving force behind the 
Lowville Mega Basket. Every year she collects gift cards and items 
to make the basket our biggest draw. This year, the basket was 
worth $1,283.19! LNNY appreciates the support from the 
community donors whose generosity helped fill the baskets.  
 
Pictured at left is Lewis County Tutor Ellen Anderson, otherwise 
known as the Cat in the Hat. Ellen helped us attract people to our 
booth at the festival. Other booth volunteers included Denise 
Brownell, Denise Randall, Allen Goudie, Sally Brennan, Deborah 

and Marvin Tate, Michelle and Bill Tinsley, Cecilia and Chris Brock. 
 
 
Watertown Classes 
 
Our English as a Second Language class meets twice per week on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings in Watertown. Another class meets on Wednesday 
evenings and focuses specifically on pronunciation, word stress, 
and intonation.  We welcome new students to these classes. 
 
 
Fort Drum ESL Classes 
 
Scarlett Sharkey, Relocation Program Manager, Soldier and Family 
Readiness Division of Fort Drum, led some of our Fort Drum 
students on a tour of the Burrville Cider Mill in October. The 
students enjoyed the waterfall and tasting the locally grown 
apples. Pictured from the left: Adjaratou Go, Mireille Mugisha and 
her daughter, Scarlett Sharkey and Beverly Tipudan (bottom front) 
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Ft Drum ESL students Ileana DeJesus (left) and 
Sandra Santiago (right) enjoying the Burrville 
Cider Mill class trip.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Literacy of NNY Launches the Northstar 
Digital Literacy Program 
Literacy New York has generously purchased Northstar Digital 
Literacy site licenses for Adult Literacy Education funded literacy 
programs throughout New York State. Our staff members have taken 
the Northstar training webinars and have started enrolling students 
in the digital literacy classes. 
 
The Northstar program allows students to take an assessment in the 
different computer skill areas and then take self-directed courses to fill 
in the gaps in their knowledge. Some of the self-directed courses 
include basic computer skills, internet basics, using email, Windows, 
Microsoft Word, and Career Search Skills. The program also has 
curriculum for teachers to teach Excel, PowerPoint, Google Docs, 
social media and Mac OS. Enrollment is open to current and new 
students. Contact us if you are interested! 
 

FREE Online Learning and Assessments

• Computer skills employers value.
• Email and social media.
• Safety tips to avoid internet scams.
• Job-search and resume skills.
• Excel and PowerPoint.

LEARN COMPUTER BASICS

YOU’LL LEARN:

Earn certi icates to show your skills 
and get the job you want. 
Come on in to get started. 
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Success Stories 
 

 
 
 
Florence, a native of Nigeria, passed the citizenship test in August 
2021 and became a U.S. citizen. Florence worked with two tutors 
to study for the citizenship exam. A hard worker, Florence attends 
our classes at Fort Drum and in Watertown. Florence also takes a 
quilting course at Fort Drum.  
 
Florence recently finished the quilt she has been working on at the 
Fort Drum sewing class. She is clearly one talented lady! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Nikki, who attended our ESL classes, graduated from the nursing program at Jefferson 
Community College in spring 2021. She passed the NCLEX nursing exam in August 2021. Nikki, 
who purchased a house in Watertown, gives back to LNNY by encouraging her Chinese friends 
to attend our ESL classes. She is working full-time as a nurse at Samaritan Medical Center. 
 
Rosa, a soldier in the military who works on English pronunciation in our ESL class, obtained an 
Associate’s degree in Business.  
 
Gernique improved her English language skills and obtained a full-time job processing insurance claims 
at Samaritan Medical Center. She took an online ESL course through the University of Maryland. She 
attends our Wednesday evening Pronunciation class. 
 
Paer, who started attending ESL classes in January 2020, struggled to speak a sentence in English. Now 
she is quite fluent and plans to attend Jefferson Community College in fall 2021. Her goal is to become a 
dental hygienist. Paer currently works as an au pair. She has recruited others to attend English classes. 
 
Carolina, who works locally as an au pair, passed the TOEFL test that she took on August 9 and now has 
her degree from Colombia in International Business. She is exploring post-secondary options. She 
attends the Monday/Wednesday ESL class in Watertown.  
 
Chayne, from the Fort Drum classes, improved her English skills, obtained a job, and is attending 
Jefferson Community College. 
. 
 
 
 

Florence with the new 
quilt that she made 

Florence holding her 
US citizenship 
certificate 
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Ileana DeJesus, pictured at right, has been attending the Fort 
Drum Intermediate classes for two years. She was a math teacher 
in Puerto Rico and was keen to share her love of teaching so she  
helped out as a Teaching Assistant in our Beginner ESL class. She 
is in the process of having her teaching credentials certified in 
NYS. 
 
Ileana, was recently hired in Fall 2021 for a full-time job teaching 
math at Augustinian Academy in Carthage.  We are very proud of 
her hard work and determination to reach her career goals. While 
we are happy for her, we will miss her presence at our Fort Drum 
classes! 


