Literacy of Northern New York
Newsletter, October 2019
Cream Cheese Festival Raffle Baskets were a
Success!
This was our most profitable year yet. Special thanks to Board
Member Sally Brennan for collecting items and gift cards for the
Lowville Mega Basket. The festival attendees just love her
basket, and come looking for it each year. We made $1,164 in
proceeds!
Ellen Anderson, picture at right, cheerfully volunteered to be
Cat in the Hat. Kudos to Ellen for wearing the costume and
greeting children because it was a very hot day.
We want to thank all the volunteers who worked at the booth
to make this event so successful – Tutor Calvin Parker and his girlfriend Jenny, Board members
Allen Goudie and Sally Brennan, Donna Trumbo, Program Assistant Annie Siamwala, Tutor Ellen
Anderson, Director Cecilia Brock, Program Manager Deborah Tate, Chris Brock, Marvin Tate,
and tutor Marie Steinbeck.

LNNY Needs Tutors!
We have two upcoming Tutor Trainings. A Basic Reading and ESL training is scheduled to start in
Watertown on Tuesday, October 15, and runs for six sessions, 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm.
The Lowville Basic Reading training starts Thursday, October 24, and goes for four sessions, 9:30
am – 12:30 pm.
Currently, we have a waiting list of people who want help so we need more tutors. If you know
anyone who might be interested in becoming a tutor, please pass on the information. The flyer
is on the LNNY website:

http://www.literacynny.org/upcoming-tutor-training-workshops-and-events/
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Kayla Paul won the doggy basket.

Tutor Tip: What’s the Author’s Opinion?
The new reading assessment we use with students asks students to determine how an author
feels about the subject he or she is writing about. The questions are often framed as which
sentence best states the author’s opinion about ….
All authors have a point of view when they write. To determine the author’s opinion, look at
the descriptive words and details in the passage because they will indicate how the writer feels
about a subject.
Example:
Fido is a loyal companion who fiercely protects the children in the Smith household. When the
youngest Smith wandered off into the nearby woods, Fido swiftly tracked the toddler down and
barked repeatedly until everyone noticed Maggie was missing. Thanks to Fido, Maggie was
quickly reunited with her family before she came to harm. Last year the intrepid Fido scared
away a bully threatening Hannah by growling menacingly at the boy until he left. And nobody
will ever forget the time Fido chased away a potential burglar while the children were waiting
for their mother to get home from work.
What is the author’s opinion about Fido?
Look at the words the author used to describe Fido: loyal companion, fiercely protects, intrepid
Fido. These words all express how the author admires the dog.
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The details about Fido’s behavior in the story all focus on ways he protected the children: he
saved Maggie from harm, scared away a bully, chased away a potential burglar. These details all
show Fido in a positive light. Clearly the author thinks Fido is a valuable member of the
household.
Next time a student reads a story to you, look for a paragraph that uses some descriptive
language or details that indicate the author’s opinion. Ask the student to reread the paragraph
and point out these descriptive phrases or details. Then ask what they indicate about the
author’s opinion.
This deeper dive into the text will help students pay more attention to the author’s choice of
words and facts, as well as develop critical thinking skills.
Newest Volunteer at the Fort Drum English Classes
Paige Konoza will help Annie, our Program Assistant at Fort Drum. Paige will teach the Beginner
ESL class on Thursday mornings. Here is Paige teaching her class in the photo.
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