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Welcome to New Faces at LNNY
A Message from Our New Program Assistant!
Hello! My name is Amy Christofferson. I am so excited for
the opportunity to work as the program assistant for
Literacy of Northern New York. I am looking forward to
learning and growing along with the students at LNNY!
I have been at Fort Drum for the last two years. I am a
military spouse, and I grew up in a military family. I have
lived in various parts of Europe, Asia, and the United States.
I truly loved all the diverse cultures and the people in every
place we lived and visited. I have two kiddos, a boy and a
girl, along with one huge dog! I love spending time with my
husband and kids, whether it is traveling and adventuring,
or just having a night in watching movies and playing
games. I look forward to meeting everyone!
Amy Christofferson, LNNY Program Assistant

Our New Work-Study Student
Janetta Brown, a student at JCC, will be working in the Watertown office on Mondays for this
semester. She is taking the online tutor training course and will help Deborah with her class on
Mondays. When more ESL students come into the program, Janetta will work individually with them or
in small groups. She has already helped Deborah with her class and she told us she loves it. She spent
four years in the Army and lives with her family in Adams.

Testing Requirements
Our staff recently learned that we cannot post-test students for educational gain unless they have at
least 30 instructional hours. We are required to post-test at least 70 percent of our students in order to
meet state Education Department requirements or else our funding may be jeopardized. If you are
currently only meeting with a student once a week for an hour, and started tutoring a few months into
our fiscal year, which began July 1, we will contact you to see if we can increase instructional hours so
we can meet these new student testing requirements. We might assign a second tutor or encourage
your student to use PrepPath, an online resource that includes reading, math, history, and science
work at all different grade levels.
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Here are some useful links for tutors:
http://www.collectedny.org/frameworkposts/essay-prompts-and-readings-for-the-tascargumentative-essay/
If your student wants to pass the Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC), which is the high school
equivalency test used in NYS, and needs to work on essay writing, this is a great resource. On the
writing portion of the exam, students must read two passages and write an essay. A writing prompt
asks the students to either explain a topic or form an opinion and debate the issue. The essay should
be three or four paragraphs long, include a thesis, and use information from the readings. Students
must paraphrase information in the readings and/or properly quote information. Essays also need
transitional words (such as in addition to, furthermore, however, etc.), and a conclusion.
This link contains 17 essay prompts for the argumentative essay. The topics and readings are current
and engaging, and the prompts align with TASC prompts.
http://www.collectedny.org/frameworkposts/vocabulary-learning-higher-tasc-scores/
Many of our students have a limited vocabulary because they do not read on a regular basis. Learning
academic vocabulary is an essential skill for anyone who has a goal of obtaining a high school
equivalency diploma or successfully reading higher-level texts. This link summarizes the findings from
one of the most influential books on teaching vocabulary, Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary
Instruction, by Beck, Kucan, and McKeown.
Students need repeated exposure to high utility academic vocabulary, not just a single review of what
an unknown word means. If you ask your student to put unknown words on index cards, or on a list in
a notebook, review some of them at every lesson, making sure the student can not only pronounce the
word, but also knows the definition or a synonym.
Make up your own worksheets to review some of the student’s vocabulary words. Some review tips
include putting some of the vocab words in one column, definitions in a second column, and asking the
student to match them up. You can also list several of the vocabulary words on the top of a page,
create some sentences, and ask the student to fill the blanks with the correct vocabulary word.
Try to use some of the words orally, and ask the student what it means. Another idea is to ask the
student to pick several vocabulary words and write her own sentences with them. We have graphic
organizers in the office for vocabulary, which require the student to write the definition, a sentence, a
synonym and an antonym. If you are interested, please ask Cecilia for some.
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Celebrating the Chinese New Year
Chris Brock, features writer at the Watertown Daily Times, came to the Monday ESL class on Jan. 22
and interviewed the Asian ESL students. The class currently has students from South Korea, Japan,
China, and Vietnam. They shared stories of their customs and traditions for Chinese New Year. Each
country celebrates with special food, clothing, decorations, parades, and gifts. Im brought in traditional
clothing for men and women from Korea. She modeled the outfits and Yi Li and Peter from China,
modeled some of the clothing that Im brought to class.
Peter’s wife, Anna, also dressed in a
stylish Chinese dress, but it was a
contemporary style. Minako, from Japan,
dressed in a customary Japanese kimono.
Kazumi, also from Japan, helped Minako
put on all the different garments. It was a
delightful presentation for the other
students.

Top left: Minako, Anna, Im, Yi Li; Right:
Im, Yi Li, Anna; Bottom left: Peter, Anna;
Bottom middle: Anna; Bottom right: Im
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