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Photo Stories
This month, we are featuring some of the learners in our program.

The photo on the left shows Whitney Ridgway with her ESL class of Spanish learners. Whitney, who lives in
Carthage, is a student from the Occupational Therapy Program at Utica College. She came to us to gain hours in
an ESL environment as part of the Utica mentoring requirements. Whitney is a natural ESL teacher and she
covered the class after the instructor left. The middle photo is Tim. He has been taking classes at LNNY since he
came from China five years ago. He works in other areas but always comes back to classes when he stays with
his family in Antwerp. The right photo is Elena. She came to our ESL classes on the recommendation of one of
her Russian friends, a former student.
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In the left photo is Jenna Crill of Boonville. Jenna is another Utica student in the Occupational Therapy Program.
She also needed to participate in a mentoring situation in an ESL environment. She assisted in the Monday ESL
class. In the first and second photos, she is presenting her project on Health and Fitness to the class. The third
photo shows Minaka from Japan, Marie from South America, and Yi Li from China. They also attend Monday and
Wednesday ESL classes.

In the left photo, Minaka is watching a short documentary in class. The center photo features Hewa and her
husband, Hetti. We have featured stories of their field trips with their tutor, Roland, in previous newsletters.
Deborah met with Hewa and Hetti last month for the annual assessment. The progress these lovely people have
made is remarkable. They have immersed themselves in the Canton community. Hetti drives patients to their
medical appointments almost every day. They even showed Deborah photos of their garden plot where they
grow vegetables beside their apartment. At right, Dora proudly shows off a certificate recognizing her hard work
and educational gain. Her tutor is Cheryl St. John.
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Resources for Students Looking for a Job
There are many wonderful resources for helping your student
look for a job. One great website is www.snagajob.com, which
contains short, humorous videos about how to answer tough
interview questions such as tell me about yourself and what
your weaknesses are. Other videos cover pertinent topics such
as 10 reasons why you did not get the job, five tips for finding
seasonal employment, five tips to find a job during the holiday
season, etc.

Job Zone:
The NYS Department of Labor has many wonderful resources for helping students find a job. The website is
www.labor.ny.gov
Once you are on the website, click on Find a Job, and then click on Job Zone. There is a five-minute video that
provides an overview of Job Zone. Students can take a quick and easy survey to obtain their employability score
and identify factors that may affect their ability to land a job.
If a student needs to create a resume, there are tips about how to do either a chronological resume or a
functional resume that focuses on skills.

Career Zone
The website for career zone is www.careerzone.ny.gov This website helps people explore different careers, the
educational requirements, the average pay, skills required to do the job, etc.
For those who do not want to bother creating an account, click on guest services. There is a great tool to help
students develop a resume. Click on quick resume and it asks a bunch of questions and then generates a
resume. You can print it out but cannot save the resume, however, unless you create an account.
The Dollars and Sense feature allows students to develop a budget and to see if the job they are interested in
would pay enough to support their family.
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