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Our first auction was a
success!
Many, many thanks to the volunteers who helped set up, worked at the auction, bid on
items and helped clean up after the event was over. They include Peter Taylor, Marilyn
Wekar, Caren Lanigan, Carol Capone, Carla Haas, Erika Montandon, Ian Montandon,
Thomas Brock, Marvin Tate (his first time as an auctioneer), Chris Brock, Cynthia
Lonsbary, Christine Daw and her husband, Paul Daw, Esther Gonzalez, Julie ReedKeegan, Deborah Tate, and Cecilia Brock.
LNNY met our projected fundraising goal amount for the auction!
Christine and Cecilia mailed out many letters requesting donations. Christine followed
up with personal visits and phone calls to potential donors. Thanks to the generosity of
local businesses, LNNY collected numerous items for the auction. We also collected
baskets of books and other items from our local libraries, the North Country Library
System, and faculty members at Jefferson Community College.
This was our first attempt at a fundraiser auction. We learned just how much work was
involved, but we also had so much support and help, for which we are grateful. We
appreciate all the work of our Auction Committee, who planned the event. Thank you to
Board President Cynthia Lonsbary, Board Member Marilyn Wekar, Board Member Erika
Montandon, Scarlett Sharkey, Deborah, Christine and Cecilia.

The end of our fiscal year is
here.
Thank you to all of our tutors for your dedication during the past year. We exceeded our
annual benchmarks from the NYS Education Department for student numbers,
educational gain, and post-testing.
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One of our former students, Leptune Paul, graduated
from law school in May!

Leptune, who was a law professor in Haiti, arrived in the United States after the
devastating earthquake in 2010. He learned to speak and understand English better
while attending ESL classes with Deborah Tate for two years. Leptune also worked
individually with two tutors. He went on to attend Jefferson Community College, where
he earned two degrees, and worked at Convergys for two years. He was accepted into
an accelerated law school program at Northeastern University School of Law in Boston.
He graduated in May 2017 and did a legal internship with Cambridge and Somerville
Legal Services, where he helped seniors, people with disabilities, low-income families
facing eviction and homeless people. This summer he is working pro bono at Greater
Boston Legal Services’ Immigration Unit. Throughout his long journey in the United
States on his pathway back to working as a lawyer, he has remained humble and
grateful for the help he received at Literacy of Northern NY. We are very proud of him
and wish him much success.

Wish List
One of our students who lives in a rural area is helping her friend who just had a baby.
The mother had a Caesarian birth and is sleeping on a mattress on the floor. Our student
asked if anyone has an extra frame for a queen-size bed to donate.
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Does your student want to become a U.S. citizen?
The app, “USCIS: Civics Test Study Tools,” is now available on the iTunes and Google
Play app stores. The app helps people prepare for the civics test during the
naturalization interview. It also has a game to challenge your civics knowledge, reminder
notifications, and review of past tests. You can also switch between English and Spanish.
Follow the links above or search for “USCIS" or "USCIS civics.” Make sure USCIS is the
developer of the app.
We also have books and materials to help students study for the citizenship exam.
During the test, students are orally quizzed about U.S. history, and must demonstrate
they can read and write English, as well as answer questions about their citizenship
application.

Tutor Marilyn Wekar bids farewell to her student.
Marilyn, at right, and her Korean student, Elizabeth, and her family, recently enjoyed a
farewell lunch at Cici’s Pizza in Watertown. Elizabeth is a military spouse and her family
is moving to Alabama. She leaves behind warm memories of friends and happy times in
Watertown.
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