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November Newsletter…. 2019 

I like to think of November as Thanksgiving month… not just the one day set aside for 
it.  I am thankful every day of the year for all that God has done for and in me over all 
of these years.   

It is hard to believe that we are coming up on my one year anniversary of being the 
Interim Pastor of First Presbyterian Church.  So many things come to mind, each of 
which I am very thankful for.   

After retiring from my previous pastorate I began to fight depression and discourage-
ment.  My phone had always been ringing… or receiving texts from people who need-
ed my attention. And though at times that became burdensome, after retirement 
mostly remained silent.    

I searched for a part time job… and the only one I could find turned out to be some-
thing my physical health couldn’t bear.   

Then I got the call from Session to consider being the Interim Pastor.  It hit me out of 
the blue, and I didn’t even consider it before saying “no.”  I was retired, and didn’t 
know the first thing about the church, the denomination;  its functions, doctrines, or 
traditions.  

But… I am thankful that they didn’t just take no for an answer and let it drop.  Their 
persistence wore down my resistance… and I agreed to come and do pulpit supply… 
one time.   

I shall never forget the feeling I had that first time I was in the pulpit here.  It was cer-
tainly not what I expected.  In my heart I felt that it was definitely the place and the 
time for a new chapter of ministry and life to begin.  That was a year ago April!   

So December 9 of 2018 I came on board as Interim Pastor.   

I am Thankful that I did.  I have found this church to be exactly what I need… and 
have striven hard to be exactly what the church needs.  Was it a challenge?  Yes!  But 
the love and acceptance… the cooperation and partnership of Session, Deacons, and 
all of the committee members… and the entire congregation, has revived the desire 
to continue with the Pastorate, and worship the Lord where He has planted me for 
this season of my life.  

I am thankful that I feel useful again.  I am thankful that I feel younger and more alive 
and vital than I had for a very long time.  I am thankful because though I know God is 
never done working in and with His people, He has proven it very affectively as I have 
been in this office.   



I know I am the Interim Pastor.  But I pay no attention to that term because I do what I have always done… 
perhaps a bit slower than when I was young… but I feel strong, happy, and revived.  I am, and will always be, 
a Pastor. 

For all of that I am truly thankful!  I could list many things that I am happily thankful for… family, home, and 
the list goes on.  But today I just want to say “Thank you, Lord, for knowing where I am supposed to be, and 
for placing me in such a wonderful body of believers.”   

I also say, “thank you, First Presbyterian Church for the love, respect, and encouragement you are, and have 
been for the last year and a half.”  

I truly love you… love it here… and am very thankful for every one of you. And I am in no hurry to move on.  I 
am here until God says I am done… or until the church boots me out.  And I don’t see that happening in the 
near future.   

God bless you!  

 
“I thank God for every remembrance of you!” Philippians 1: 3 

Pastor Bill Hornback 

Soup and Caroling  

Again this year the Deacons will be hosting 

Soup and Caroling.  Sunday, December 15th, 

the luncheon will start at 11:00 and we will 

leave the church at 12:00 noon to go caroling 

to our nursing home and homebound friends. 

Christmas Eve Service 

5:30 pm 

The service will include 

Lessons and Carols. 

All Music Sunday 

Sunday, December 1st will be all 

music. Please join us for some of 

your favorite hymns and Christian 

songs.   



The following is a list of dates the church office will be closed                                

for the holidays.  

Thursday, November 28    Friday, November 29 

Tuesday, December 24    Wednesday, December 25 

Tuesday, December 31    Wednesday, January 1 



FPC Book Club 

Our book club meets the first Wednesday of each 

month at 6:30 pm in the lounge. Everyone is wel-

come to attend. If you need a copy of the book of 

the month please contact Constance Miller or Lu 

Ann in the church office.  

November 6: “The Girl Who Smiled Beads” by 

Clementine Wamariay  

December 4: “Three Cups of Tea” by Greg 

Mortenson and David Oliver  

November 
Dennis Hohn  11/09 

John Hendrix  11/15 

Norma Farrell  11/17 

Cheryl Voelliger 11/26 

James Pumroy  11/28 

 

December 
Fred Gemoules 12/03 

Elsie Mae Cofer 12/07 

Kathie Lawrence 12/07 

Robert Blommer 12/16 

Sandy Norton   12/18 

Shelley Morgan 12/19 

 

January 
Ronald Brickey  01/02 

Linda Montgomery 01/05 

Kathy Schuitema  01/07 

Sigrid Helgerson  01/17 

Kim Goering  01/19 

Dan Kent  01/22 

First Presbyterian Church                    

Financial Status Report  
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Monthly $ Needed to Support Our Ministry  

$23,834.25 

$10,787.50 

45% 

 

 

July 

 

$12,971.85 

54% 

 

 

 

August 

$14,060.97 

58% 

 

 

 

 

September 

Thanksgiving Luncheon 

November 24, 2019 we will hold our 

first Annual Thanksgiving  lunch. The 

church will provide the turkey and 

dressing. We are asking those who’s last 

name starts with A thru I to being a side 

dish, J thru R a salad and S thru Z a          

dessert. We will be passing around a 

signup sheet, and there will be one 

down in the fellowship hall.  

Our “New Friends” will be our guests 

for this luncheon.  

After lunch Pastor Bill has a couple of 

things he would like to discuss with us.  

Then everyone is invited to the sanctu-

ary for the “hanging of the 

greens” (decorating for Christmas).  

 



Session Synopsis 
 

Session met on August 27, 2019 at 5:30 pm. Moderator Rev. Bill Hornback presided. Members at-
tending were: Kim Goering Clerk of Session, Randy Anderson, Aaron Luke, Dennis Hohn, Sarah 
Sells, Shelley Morgan and Karie Martindale.  
Excused: Linda Anderson 
Quorum Present 
 
Christian Education/Missions/Outreach meets on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 5:30.  Shelley 

Morgan is chairperson of the group.   

Endowment meets quarterly; Dennis Hohn is the chairperson of the group. 

Nominating meets as needed, usually towards the end of the year, Karie Martindale is chairperson. 

Personnel meets as needed.  Aaron Luke is the chairperson. 

P.M. & I. meets as needed, Aaron Luke is chairperson. 

Stewardship & Finance meets as needed also, Randy Anderson is chairperson. 

Worship & Music meet on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 5:30. Sarah Sels is chairperson.  

 

We approved the Clerk’s report, Treasurer’s report and Pastor’s report. 

 

We approved the use of the church on November 1, 2019 by the Ottumwa Community Choir for 

their concert.  

 

We approved the go ahead for R&D Industries to do a cost analysis and plan of updating the audio/

visual systems.  

 

There was no September Meeting 

 

Session met on October 15, 2019 at 5:30 pm. Moderator Rev. Bill Hornback presided. Members at-

tending were. Kim Goering Clerk of Session, Randy Anderson, Aaron Luke, Sarah Sells, and Shelley 

Morgan.  

Excused: Karie Martindale, and Dennis Hohn.  

We approved the Clerks report, Treasurer’s report and Pastor’s report.  

 

We approved the use of the Fellowship hall on November 1st by Ottumwa Community Choir for 

refreshments after their concert. 

 

We approved Loretta Roe into our membership.  

 

We approved having all outside doors and office doors rekeyed. 



Preschool Staff 
Hello, my name is Kanani Limke. In September I accepted the position of Lead Preschool 
Teacher for First Presbyterian. I have had such a wonderful time getting to know this group of 
little ones and helping them prepare for Kindergarten. I am already anticipating an amazing 
year! 

I was born in Honolulu, HI and have lived in many different states throughout my childhood. I 
have lived in Ottumwa for the past 14 years with my husband, Travis and our three children; 
Alex 10, Emma 8 and our 1-year-old, Kaia. Our family attends First Church of the Open Bible 
where my husband and I have served on several ministry teams including our children’s min-

istry group, college-aged group and administration team.   

For the past few years I have worked as the Office Manager at Ottumwa Christian School, where my 
children attend. I enjoyed working with teachers and being able to interact with children throughout my 
day. This position helped me to experience many different aspects of working in education. I left Ottumwa 
Christian a year ago when my baby, Kaia was born. I am so excited to be given the opportunity to work with 

PRESCHOOL NEWS FALL 2019 

 Wow what a change in weather!  Snow for Halloween this year-that’s Iowa weather where 

we expect changes.  It’s also true in preschool- we expect the children to change by growing physi-

cally and learning how to share, walk in a line, play nice with others while also learning their colors, 

numbers, the alphabet and of course Bible Stories.  It helps to have two great staff members that help 

the children learn to do all this!  I hope you enjoy reading their bios! 

 Currently nine children are attending with one being a wonderful helper.  They attend differ-

ent mornings so some days you may see fewer children.  This also poses as a dilemma for us.  Cur-

rently our bills exceed our income.  Up to this point we have paid all costs the preschool incurred 

back to the church’s general fund.  We need help covering costs in November and December until 

our new budget cycle begins.  Please let LuAnn know if you wish to donate to preschool. 

 Thanks again for all your support as we are slowly growing.  For the parents we serve they 

are very grateful that we provide a wonderful program that meets their need for part time preschool 

services.   

Sincerely, 

Karie Martindale 

Hello, My name is Alexis Nace. I am the Preschool Teachers Associate here at First Presbyterian 

Church. I have lived in Ottumwa my entire life, born and raised. I have 7 siblings; 4 brothers & 3 

sisters, making me the middle child. I have been working with children for 5+ years. I am so 

thankful to be doing this every single day and can’t wait to pursue this career.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 1st  9:00—11:30 am Preschool                        

7:00 pm OACC Concert                                                  

Sunday 3rd   9:30 am Worship Service                                                                                                             

10:30 am Coffee Fellowship                                      

11:00 am Adult & Children’s Sunday School                            

Monday 4th  9:00 –11:30 am Preschool                                                       

10:30 am Bible Reading Time                                                 

5:30 pm Cub Scouts                                                                                       

7:00 pm Scouts BSA                                                            

Tuesday 5th  9:00—11:30 am 

Preschool                                                           

Hospice Soup Supper and Bazaar                                                 

5:30 pm Christian Education Meeting                                          

Wednesday 6th  6:00 am Men’s Bible Study                                         

9:00—11:30 am Preschool                                           

6:30 pm FPC Book Club                                                                                 

7:30 pm Choir Practice                                                   

Thursday 7th  9:00—11:30 am Preschool                                  

Friday 8th  9:00—11:30 am Preschool                                        

Sunday 10th   9:30 am Worship Service                                              

10:30 am Coffee Fellowship                                      

11:00 am Adult & Children’s Sunday School                                

Monday 11th  9:00 –11:30 am Preschool                                                       

10:30 am Bible Reading Time                                                 

5:30 pm Cub Scouts                                                                                       

7:00 pm Scouts BSA                                                            

Tuesday 12th  9:00 –11:30 am Preschool                                    

7:00 pm Deacons meeting                                                             

Wednesday 13th  6:00 am Men’s Bible Study                          

9:00—11:30 am Preschool                                                        

7:30 pm Choir Practice                                                                       

Thursday 14th  9:00 –11:30 am Preschool                                

Friday 15th  9:00—11:30 am Preschool                                        

Sunday 17th  9:30 am Worship Service                                              

10:30 am Coffee Fellowship                                      

11:00 am Adult & Children’s Sunday School                                

Monday 18th 9:00 –11:30 am Preschool                                      

10:30 am Bible Reading Time                                                    

5:30 pm Cub Scouts                                                                    

7:00 pm Scouts BSA                                                                          

Tuesday 19th  9:00—11:30 am Preschool                                

5:30 pm Session Meeting                                                     

Wednesday 20th   6:00 am Men’s Bible Study                          

9:00—11:30 am Preschool                                                        

7:30 pm Choir Practice                                                                       

Thursday 21st 9:00—11:30 am Preschool                               

3:00 –5:30 pm FPC Food Pantry                                         

Friday 22nd  9:00—11:30 am Preschool                             

Sunday 24th  9:30 am Worship Service                      

Communion                                             

Thanksgiving Dinner                                                                 

“Hanging of the Greens” in the sanctuary                               

Monday 25th  9:00 –11:30 am Preschool                                                       

10:30 am Bible Reading Time                                                 

5:30 pm Cub Scouts                                                                                       

7:00 pm Scouts BSA                                                            

Tuesday 26th  9:00—11:30 am Preschool                              

5:30 pm Worship & Music Meeting                                        

Wednesday 27th  No Preschool                                           

No Choir Practice                                                                           

Thursday 28th                                                              

Office Closed for Thanksgiving                    

No Preschool                                                                         

Friday 29th                                                      

Office Closed for Thanksgiving                          

No Preschool                                                                                                                 


