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President's Message
Unblock!
We are writers and eventually we all hit a snag.
Some of us call it Writer's Block (some authors ignore it completely; hats off to them).
Whether you acknowledge it or not, we all run out of ideas or fall out of love with what
we've written. It happens to the best of us and right now, it's happening to a few of our
fellow blog challengers.
If you're waist deep in "blah," join the club. You're a writer (or a blogger).
And guess what, it's okay.
It's been several years since I've had an all-out "nothing in my brain" writer's block.
Why? Because I stopped.
No writing. Nothing.
I stopped everything and did anything and everything but writing. I put myself in a
writing time out. Many times, it's just one day of a time-out, some times it's a week.
I can jot down ideas but not complete sentences. It needs to be a full vacation of the
writing mind. 'Distance makes the heart grows fonder' applies to fictional characters (or
blogging).
Sometimes stopping is where to start (or end) writer's block.
Clarissa
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Calendar
Schedule 2019
Mark your personal calendars for these dates
ANNUAL WRITERS OF KERN HONORS DINNER
May 18, 2019, 6:00pm – 8:30pm
Join your Writers of Kern (WOK) members as we
recognize and honor our community’s creative and
literary accomplishments. Bring a guest and enjoy a good,
old-fashioned meal.
This year we will pay tribute to:
 Young Writers of Kern (YWOK) who participated
in the YWOK Essay Contest whose essays were
chosen for the YWOK Anthology 2019. Let’s join
their families in celebrating these young writers
 Our own members who have completed the 2019
Dan McGuire Blog Challenge
 Members whose writing activity qualifies them for
advancement to WoK Active Status membership

The winner of the Robert Hargreaves Achievement
Award for traditional publishing
April 2019

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Meetings

Reservations by May 15th , $20 per person
https://writersofkern.com/2019/03/15/18-may-2019annual-celebration-wok-honors-dinner/

April 13th 2019 Monthly Meeting

Hodel’s Country Dining – Kern Room
5917 Knudsen Drive, Bakersfield, CA 93308
Unable to attend, but want to support WOK Honors?
Go to the website registration form
https://writersofkern.com/2019/03/15/18-may-2019annual-celebration-wok-honors-dinner/. Your
contribution will help provide dinners for competition
winners and their parents.
June 15
Esther Hatch
The Pros & Cons of Small Press Publishing
July 20
TBD

Featured Speaker – Jeanne De Vita
“Essential Master Class in Writing Romance Novels: Arc, Beats, and Craft”
Come to our April meeting and prepare to be swept off your feet as you learn to write
romance! Our presenter will be Jeanne De Vita (aka the “Book Genie”).
Do you know if your story has the structure to stand up, and the soul to attract and keep
readers? Jeanne will share often-overlooked writing essentials such as creating a
character arc through correctly placed character beats, using intimacy to support the
character arc, reveal what needs to happen in each chapter so you stay on pace, and
show you how to “test” whether your work is strong enough. She will also discuss
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August 17
Catherine Hodges, Poet/Professor
September 21
TBD
October 19
Nancy Ellen Dodd, Writer/Professor
November 16
TBD
December 14
Winter Dinner
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market essentials.
Jeanne De Vita is both an acquisitions and developmental editor and has taught creative
writing for more than a decade. Currently, she teaches in the Creative Writing
Department of UCLA Extension. She has developmentally edited more than 300
romance novels for best-selling authors in every subgenre, some of the most successful
KU-pubbed indie authors, and aspiring novelists, as well as edited TV and film scripts.
Practical and accessible, this workshop will introduce new authors to helpful concepts
and tools while also challenging experienced authors to improve their mastery of the
genre.
Bring a friend. You’re going to love this!
Susan Baker

Members
Allison Crotzer Kimmel’s picture book, published by little bee books, will be released
May 7. Available at Russo’s Books.

Nuts & Bolts
Regular monthly meetings of Writers of Kern are held the
third Saturday of each month (with the exception of
special events in March, May, and December).
Meetings are held at Hodel's. Route 99, Olive Dr West
turnoff, right turn onto Knudsen, big sign. Meeting: 9:15
to 11:15 am. Cost is $10 for members, $15 for visitors.
Hodel’s breakfast buffet is included and available from
8:45-9:30. Visit www.writersofkern.com to pay admission
online.
New members are always welcome, both Active
[previously published] and Associate [not yet published].
Writers of Kern energetically assists Associate Members
who aspire to become Active.
Writers of Kern welcomes submissions of members’
writing for both the newsletter and the website. For prose,
memoir, poetry and essays submit to the Webmaster. For
book reviews and articles of general interest, submit to the
newsletter editor.
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If you can make it in New York, you can make it anywhere!

Writers of Kern Executive Board
President & Program Chair: Clarissa Kae

Rossely Harman was one of the featured playwrights at this year’s Hear Her Call
Festival in Queens, New York. The festival, which is co-produced by the Queens-based
production company, Conch Shell Productions and the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts
Center, celebrates the unique and diverse voices of Caribbean-American women who
seek to inspire social change through theater. Harman was one of seven writers
selected from nearly four dozen applicants to have their works performed in front of a
live audience. At the end of the night, Harman was presented with the Outstanding
Playwriting that Inspires Change Audience Choice Award. A member of the Writers of
Kern, Harman was also a featured writer at the Art Council’s Stories on the Sidewalk.
She is passionate about creating interesting, powerful female characters on the stage
that defy stereotypes.

president@writersofkern.com
Vice President: Donnee Harris
vicepresident@writersofkern.com
Treasurer: Martha Jarrett
treasurer@writersofkern.com
Secretary: Janet Skibinski
secretary@writersofkern.com
Webmaster: Isaiah Ramos
Website Curator: Lou Medina
webmaster@writersofkern.com
Members-At-Large: Martha Jarrett, Gay Chambers
atlarge@writersofkern.com
Membership: Sandy Moffett
membership@writersofkern.com
Critique Coordinator: Natalia Corres
critiques@writersofkern.com
Newsletter: Ian Cant
newsletter@writersofkern.com
CB Rep & SoCal District Rep: Sandy Moffet
cwcrep@writersofkern.com
Publicity: Annis Cassells, Susan Baker, Pam Reeves
Hospitality/Sunshine: Stephanie Apsit
sunshine@writersofkern.com
Volunteer Coordinator: Natalia Corres
Events: events@writersofkern.com
Information:info@writersofkern.com
Submissions: submissions@writersofkern.com

Rossely Harman, Playwright
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Website and Facebook:
writersofkern.com,
www.facebook.com/writersofkern
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Spring Conference Memories

Upcoming Writers' Conferences
http://writingconferenceoflosangeles.com/
Los Angeles, May 4
http://sandiegowritingworkshop.com/
San Diego, May 11
http://sacramentowritingworkshop.com/
Sacramento, Aug. 9
http://writingworkshopsanfrancisco.com/
San Francisco, Aug. 10
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