
President's Message

At our Winter Dinner, Writers of Kern celebrated fellow members achieving Active 
status—and thankfully, I was given the honor of pinning each author during the 
ceremony. 

To those outside our writing community it might be tough explaining our seemingly 
small milestone. Most of the world sees authors in two camps, Bestsellers or 
Pretenders. Sometimes I’m sure we also buckle under the pressure of well-intentioned 
friends and family when they begin asking questions on our progress toward 
publication.

The truth is this, nobody writes well. The only difference between Bestsellers and so-
called Pretenders is where we stop. Everybody has a terrible first (or fifteenth) draft. 
But when we keep plugging away and polish both our manuscript and our craft, we 
slowly chip away at the Bestseller within us.

Don’t be afraid to stop and celebrate each and every milestone. One of my clients just 
finished her ninth book. The first three were self-published and were horrific at best 
(she’d be more than happy to admit that). She learned the value of editors and critique 
groups and found an agent after her seventh book. 

Her eighth book went to auction last week—in the literary world this means the interest 
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was so intense, publishing houses begin a bidding war for the contract. My client did 
delete all of her early books but she’s kept physical copies and printed every bad review.
Every win (including rejections) should make us pause, reflect and celebrate. Whether 
you’ve yet to query or you’ve received your fiftieth rejection, stop and celebrate. Every 
moment is a step forward.

Happy Holidays my lovely writers. See you in the New Year!
Clarissa 

January 19th 2019   Monthly Meeting

Featured Speaker – Vaun Thygerson

Vaun Thygerson is a Writer for Kern County Family Magazine, Writer for Central 
California Parent, Duncan’s American Radio and many other outlets.  Vaun will cover 
such questions as: Who are you writing for? Are you writing for the sake of writing? 
Are you writing for art? Or, are you writing for a specific audience? 

Everybody wants to hear a story that interests them in some way. Not everyone wants to
hear the same story. Vaun will address ways to identify who you are trying to reach and 
determine how you are going to engage them. 

November 2018 Members' meeting

Noted crime writer Mar Preston reminded us that “Suspense is Delicious” to open her 
fascinating talk on the subject.  She gave examples showing that this maxim applies 
beyond crime fiction, beyond fiction and even into the realms of non-fiction.  To 
maintain reader interest, uncertainty is vital.  Early action scenes, within the first five 
pages, lead into likeable characters who struggle to achieve a worthy goal.  Everyone 
has a secret – possibly more than one – and as circumstances evolve the ambiguity 

Regular monthly meetings of Writers of Kern are held the 
third Saturday of each month (with the exception of 
special events in March, May, and December). 

Meetings are held at Hodel's.  Route 99, Olive Dr West 
turnoff, right turn onto Knudsen, big sign.  Meeting: 9:15 
to 11:15 am. Cost is $10 for members, $15 for visitors.  
Hodel’s breakfast buffet is included and available from 
8:45-9:30. Visit www.writersofkern.com to pay admission 
online. 

New members are always welcome, both Active 
[previously published] and Associate [not yet published]. 
Writers of Kern energetically assists Associate Members 
who aspire to become Active.

Writers of Kern welcomes submissions of members’ 
writing for both the newsletter and the website. For 
prose, memoir, poetry and essays submit to the 
Webmaster.  For book reviews and articles of general 
interest, submit to the newsletter editor.
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increases until the final resolution and unveiling.  Conflict is essential, as is a back-
story, but the back-story is better drip-fed rather than blurted out in the beginning.  
Deadlines and ticking clocks move the story along, but the reader needs occasional 
breaks from non-stop action.  The story should start slow, almost stop at times then 
accelerate towards the climax, tying up any loose ends as it flashes to the end.

Thank you, Mar, for describing to us how our craft is performed by a master of the 
genres.

Mar Preston                       

2018 Winter Dinner 

The 2018 Winter Dinner, held December 8, proved to be another evening of 
camaraderie for our writers and their guests. Sunshine committee member Stephanie 
Apsit circulated among the tables giving out her encouraging affirmations. Ava Rose 
organized a Bingo game. The book exchange tables held colorfully wrapped, shared 
reading adventures.

Unexpectedly, the Writers of Kern Anthology 2018  had arrived, and  members 
who had pre-ordered could pick up their copies of Reaching for the Sky that evening.
As has become the Winter Dinner tradition, members’ accomplishments were 
highlighted. Four received their Active pins. Congratulations to Cyn Bermudez, Natalia
Corres, Judy Kukuruza, and Pam Reeves. 

The Writers of Kern Executive Board

President & Program Chair: Clarissa Kae
president@writersofkern.com

Vice President: Donnee Harris
vicepresident@writersofkern.com

Treasurer: Martha Jarrett
treasurer@writersofkern.com

Secretary: Janet Skibinski
secretary@writersofkern.com

Webmaster & Publicity Chair: Mandy Wallace
webmaster@writersofkern.com

Member-At-Large: Martha Jarrett
atlarge@writersofkern.com

Membership: Sandy Moffett
membership@writersofkern.com

Critique Coordinator: Clarissa Kae
critiques@writersofkern.com

Newsletter: Ian Cant
newsletter@writersofkern.com

CB Rep & SoCal District Rep: Sandy Moffet
cwcrep@writersofkern.com

Hospitality/Sunshine: Annis Cassells
sunshine@writersofkern.com

Events: 
events@writersofkern.com

Information:
info@writersofkern.com

Submissions:
submissions@writersofkern.com

Website and Facebook:
writersofkern.com, 

www.facebook.com/writersofkern
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Dennis VanderWerff revealed the Fall Writing Contest winners and delighted us 
with a reading of the First Prize story by Anne Cook, “A Walk Among Lepers.” Second 
Prize went to Louis Medina for his story, “Lives Colored Black.” Our Third Prize 
winner was Stephiny Winslow for her story, “Too White for Some.”

Annis  

Special thanks must go to Cyn Bermudez for her photography at our meetings.  For the
Xmas dinner, she took so many beautiful pictures that, rather than select a few, the whole

twenty-eight are to be found in the 'Special Xmas Supplement' to this newsletter.

Great work, Cyn!

Success Stories !!!
Connie Williams sold her article "Cutting Them Off at the Pass" to Teachers of 

Vision Magazine, Winter 2018 edition. Connie says her piece shows teachers an 
"innovative way to accomplish accountability in writing skills."

Three different book groups have chosen to read and discuss all three of the 
books in Donnee Padgett-Harris's Prohibited trilogy

Well done, both of you!

Contact Clarissa to find out about
our...
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Do NOT Forget About Our Spring Conference

Here's a sneak peek at the 2019 Spring Conference lineup you won't want to miss:

• Adam Berg (actor, screenwriter, novelist, and JK Studios co-founder) will 
unlock the secrets of screenwriting and believable dialogue 

• Amy Friedman (author, teacher, and POPS the Club co-founder) will cover 
everything you need to know about story arcs 

• workshops will improve your writing and publishing skills 
• Battle of the Tables 
• look the part with professional author headshots  
• and find out exactly how to pitch your next book to an agent or editor with 

our annual Pitch Perfect Contest 

Early bird tickets are limited. So pick up your Spring Conference tickets now. Once 
they're gone, they're gone.

2018 WoK Anthology is Available Now
After eight months of reading submissions, sending 
acceptance and decline emails, editing, proofing, more 
editing, and formatting, our Writers of Kern anthology, 
"Reaching for the Sky" is live on Amazon! A big thanks to
everyone involved in the process. We did it!!!

Finally, the Good News you have all been waiting for:
The Dan McGuire Memorial Blog Competition will

happen again in 2019, February thru April.

Watch this space next month for full information.
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