
President's Message

One Word

As the New Year begins many of us will toil over a list of resolutions for the 
coming year. As a writer, the top ones for me included: write more, procrastinate 
less, submit more, get published...The list went on. As each new year started I 
worked hard to keep my new-made promises to myself; but, as I turned the pages 
of my calendar, life happened and my resolutions stopped being priorities and 
started provoking me. You didn’t write this month. You didn’t submit anything. 
You're procrastinating again…  

Habits meant to improve my writing became hassling thoughts, lowering my self-
esteem, and making me question my commitment to myself. As the years passed, I 
avoided making resolutions because I knew frustration would soon follow.

Knowing goals are important, I tried to come up with a more positive solution. A 
few years back I found an interesting article about resolutions and frustration (yep, 
totally true) which led to a solution which has worked great for me. I found the 
information on OneWord365.com where one is encouraged to “Choose just one 
word…. you can focus on every day, all year long… One word that sums up who 
you want to be or how you want to live.” Instead of coming up with resolutions, 
now I pick one word to focus on throughout the year. Note: coming up with just one
word isn’t easy, in fact, writing resolutions is much easier; but, once you come up 
with your ‘word’ it makes a big difference. 

Last year my word was Purpose. I made sure everything I did was on purpose and 
gave it my all. It was not a resolution, it was a commitment to myself to use one 
word to help me focus. For 2017, I’ve chosen the word Believe. This one has a 
personal meaning to me, and will bring a deeper focus to everything I do.
If you’re a resolution-type person, I encourage you to try “One Word” instead. 
Check out the website OneWord365.com where you can find your word and find 
links to social media groups where you can connect with others who have chosen to
forego resolutions and focus on One Word for one year.

Happy New Year to everyone. Writers of Kern looks forward to being a part of your
2017.

Joan Raymond

21  st   January Meeting
 

From Travel Journals to Travel Tales

January Speaker : Joan Kerr

You took the trip of a lifetime and now want to share it with others? Or, maybe 
you’re ready to break into the travel magazines you’ve read. Learn how when travel
writer Joan Kerr presents “Turning Your Travel Journals into Travel Tales” at 
Writers of Kern on January 21, 2017. Joan will offer tips on effective journaling 
strategies and discuss how to transform those entries into stories to share with the 
public by blogging or submitting articles to travel publications.

Attendees will learn how to maximize their travel experiences to create the best 
story. Joan says, “We will learn to avoid a linear ‘We went here. We saw this.’ style 
of traveling writing and use all the senses.” Her presentation will contain tips on 
how to fully capture travel experiences and still have enough time to enjoy the trip. 
Want to know which types of experiences make the best travel stories? Joan will 
point us in the right direction and recommend several online resources for travel 
writers.

Over the past 18 years, Joan Kerr has traveled the world, never without her travel 
journal. Through her blog, “Travels with Robby,” she shares her personal travel 
observations.  She turns the best of those adventures into travel stories, some of 
which have been published on the online website, “Globejotting: A Home for 
Global Storytelling.” Joan and her husband Rob are world travelers who have 
visited six continents, so far. 

Note time change:  January 21st; Hodels breakfast available from 8:30 to 9:30; 
meeting and speaker from 9:00-11:00. Admission: Members $10; Guests $15. Pay 
ahead online at www.writersofkern.com/meetingfee/ 

December 2016 Meeting – Christmas Party

Were you there?  Did you have a good time?  Consider the evidence below...

ON THE FENCE ABOUT MEMBERSHIP?

Tell your friends and family members they can join Writers of Kern this month for 
the reduced price of $22.50 (plus the $20 CWC application fee)! This prorated cost 
covers membership with all its perks through June 30, 2017. Members save money 
on all WOK events—including monthly meetings and the Spring Conference. 

Those of you who missed renewing your membership last fall—now is the time to 
jump back in. Register on the WOK website online, or rejoin at our next meeting 
on January 21st at Hodels. For more information or if you have questions about 
membership please email membership@writersofkern.com.

Welcome Aboard!

 Pam Reeves

Melanie Brake

Teri Goldner

Rose Lester

Nelson Varon

Steve Foster

 and two new Active Members, Nelson Varon and Shelley Evans

We all look forward to your active participation in the Writers of Kern activities.

Critique Corner

Two Week Critique Camp

Critique Corner

2016 changed the literary landscape and put critique groups on the map. The 
publishing world cheered with unprecedented support for critique groups and the 
organizations that embraced them. Writers of Kern was perched on the forefront of 
this publishing trend—elevating our little group on a national level. 

But 2017 is the year our members will be elevated. Once a month I will post both 
local and national contests, adding a bit of shine to each of our resumes. This is the 
year we – you - I will be published, whether it’s your short story, your poetry or 
your novel, 2017 is our year. 

Clarissa Kae

WoK Fall Writing Contest, 2016

A coffee pot, a bird cage, and a rose bush integrated into a fiction piece not to 
exceed 1,200 words, was the theme of the Writers of Kern 2016 Fall Writing 
Contest. The members-only contest provides an opportunity for seasoned as well as
“wannabe” writers to share their art and craft with fellow writers. Submissions 
from 22 members, including themes and points of view from real to wacky and 
bizarre, are evaluated by a panel of three judges all of whom commented on the 
number of talented writers and the range of their creativity. 

Awards of $200, $100, and $50 are given to first, second, and third place 
submissions, respectively. This year’s first place award went to Robert Kimsey for 
“Mementos.” Joan Raymond received the second place award for “Siempre Bella.” 
Third place went to Annis Cassells for “The Only Thing to Do.” Presentation of the
Fall Writing Contest awards is a high point of the club’s annual Winter Dinner.

Dennis VanderWerff

Dana Gioia, California Poet Laureate performs at CSUB

On December 1, 2016 the California Poet Laureate, Dana Gioia, performed at the 
December Room of the Walter Stiern Library at California State University, 
Bakersfield.  Friendly and easy mannered, he performed his poems by memory, 
expressing his feelings for the words and subject matter in his voice, hands and 
arms. Gioia’s presentation at CSUB was part of his promise to himself as the Poet 
Laureate of California to visit every county of California during his tenure as the 
Poet Laureate of the state.   

Gioia was born in Hawthorne, California, the son of a Sicilian father and a Mexican
mother.  He became the first person in his family to attend college. He received a 
B.A. and a M.B.A. from Stanford University and an M.A. in Comparative 
Literature from Harvard University. Gioia was the chairman of the National 
Endowment of the Arts from 2003 to 2009 and launched several nationwide 
programs to expand public support for the arts and for arts education with a focus 
on fostering youth creativity and expression. The California native has received 
wide critical acclaim including his 1991 volume Can Poetry Matter? which was a 
finalist for the National Critics Circle award and triggered national discussion on 
the role of poetry in American public culture.  Gioia is also a winner of the 
American Book Award and was honored with the Presidential Citizens Medal in 
2008 for his public service in support of the arts.

Gioia performed a number of poems during the presentation, with background and 
comments on each.  The Apple Orchard arose from a visit to the Sonoma 
countryside.

Portia Choi

 Celebrating San Joaquin Valley Poets 

The San Joaquin Valley is known for agriculture, oil, and country music, but down 
through the years, it has also produced a number of major poets. On the evening of 
February 16, at 7:00 pm, the Levan Center of Bakersfield College will present a 
reading of work by eight poets born in the Valley who have achieved a national 
reputation. Each will be introduced by a local poet or advocate for the arts. 
The event will be hosted by Don Thompson, the inaugural poet laureate of Kern 
County. 

Writers of Kern
Presents a Special Evening!

You and your Valentine will want to join us in "Stardust
City" and solve the mystery of the murder at the

Broken Heart Mine.

Reserve your seat at the Murder Mystery Dinner

[You do not have to be a Writer of Kern – everyone's welcome!]

Meeting Schedule   2016-2017

Mark your personal calendars for these dates.

January 21, 2017
Joan Kerr, WOK Member

“Turning Travel Journals into Travel Tales”
**Breakfast 8:30 -- 9:30, Meeting 9 – 11am**

February 11, 2017
Murder Mystery Dinner

“Murder at the Broken Heart Mine”
6:00-10:00pm at Hodel’s

(See flier and website for information and
registration)

February 18, 2017
Mar Preston, Sisters in Crime

“The Mysterious Mystery Marketplace”

March 11, 2017
Annual Spring Conference
Four Fantastic Speakers!

8am – 4pm at Hodel’s Liberty Hall

April 22, 2017 (4th Saturday)
 Jennifer Burger, CSUB

“Narrative Nonfiction and the Human Experience”

May 20, 2017
WOK Honors Dinner

Hodel’s

Coming Soon!
Writers of Kern is proud to announce the upcoming

publication of “Overcoming Adversity” an
anthology of winning entries from the Young

Writers of Kern Competition held this past May.
Watch for more information about pre-sales and

release date coming in early 2017!

Now here's a teaser – the cover art.  You could win
the original, framed and signed.  Details at the

January Members' meeting.

CWC Opportunities

In 2017 three issues of the CWC Bulletin will be 
published.

Here are the deadlines for the upcoming issues. 
Please put them on your respective calendars so that 
you can plan to submit your branch news, if possible,
prior to these deadlines:

Deadline February 28 , 2017 for the March 
publication; deadline July 28 for the August 
publication, and October 28 for the November issue.

Please encourage your membership to use the 
advertising available in The Bulletin as well as the 
2017 Literary Review to promote their writing 
accomplishments and/or services. Ads in both 
publications reach approximately 2,000 potential 
buyers!

Advertising deadline for the 2017 Literary Review is 
March 30, 2017.

Please view our YouTube video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCz4Y-
ENAy0&feature=youtu.be

Attention Bloggers!

Coming up next month, the ever-popular WoK  A-
-to-Z Blog challenge.  Post 26 pieces in 13 weeks,
choose your topics and sequence as you please, but

one per letter of the alphabet.  Can you run this
Marathon?

2017 TRI-VALLEY WRITERS CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, APRIL 22,2017

The Tri-Valley Writers Conference is a full day event 
on the art and business of writing. Held Saturday, 
April 22, 2017, the focus will be on craft, marketing 
and self-publishing. Attendees will have an 
opportunity to win $150 in prizes. This is a great way
to network with authors, marketers and innovators 
who share a passion for writing.
Date: Saturday, April 22, 2017
Time: 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
http://www.trivalleywriters.org/conferences/conferen
ce2017/registration/

Save This Date 

Writers of Kern Annual Spring Conference 
March 11, 2017 ~ 8am-4pm 

Dennis VanderWerff, Ph.D. 
“The Fabric of Human History: You as Primary

Source” 
Jennifer Burger, Professor, 

CSU, Bakersfield 
“Pitches and Queries” 

Steven Mayer, Staff Writer, 
The Bakersfield Californian 

“Fake News” 
Jeremy Adams, Teacher 

“It Keeps Getting Harder (But Why It’s Worth It)” 

Early Bird Registration  
NOW through February 20th 

$50 WOK & CWC, 
$75 Non-Members, 

$25 Full-time Students with ID 
After February 20th,

Registration: $95. Full-time Students w/ID, $25 
Includes Continental Breakfast, Snacks, Lunch 

At Hodel’s Liberty Room, on Knudsen Drive

Regular monthly meetings are held the third Saturday
of each month (with the exception of special events

in March, May, and December). 

Meetings are held at Hodel's.  Route 99, Olive Dr
West turnoff, right turn onto Knudsen, big sign.  Cost
is $10 for members, $15 for visitors, includes buffet

breakfast starting at 0845.

New members are always welcomed, both Active
[previously published] and Associate [not yet

published].  Writers of Kern energetically assists
Associate Members who aspire to become Active.

***************
Writers of Kern welcomes submissions of members’

writing for the newsletter and the website. Send
prose, memoir, poetry and essays to the Webmaster,

and send book reviews and articles of general interest
to the newsletter editor.

***************
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The Apple Orchard

You won’t remember it—the apple orchard
We wandered through one April afternoon,
Climbing the hill behind the empty farm.

A city boy, I’d never seen a grove
Burst in full flower or breathed the bittersweet
Perfume of blossoms mingled with the dust.

A quarter mile of trees in fragrant rows
Arching above us. We walked the aisle,
Alone in spring’s ephemeral cathedral.

We had the luck, if you can call it that,
Of having been in love but never lovers—
The bright flame burning, fed by pure desire.

Nothing consumed, such secrets brought to light!
There was a moment when I stood behind you,
Reached out to spin you toward me . . . but I stopped.

What more could I have wanted from that day?
Everything, of course. Perhaps that was the point—
To learn that what we will not grasp is lost.

Dana Gioia

“The purpose of Literature is to turn Blood into Ink.”
T.S.Eliot

Young Writers of Kern

Writers of Kern will participate in a February 9, 2017
reception sponsored by the Kern County Bar 
Association. The reception will honor the legal 
community's special relationship with Kern County 
high schools through its Mock Trial and We the 
People Constitution Day programs. Writers of Kern's 
Young Writers of Kern Essay Competition will also 
be acknowledged. The competition has grown this 
year to include the Bakersfield College Pathways to 
Success initiative, a 2-year community college, 2-
year four year college, and 3-year law school 
incentive program. Pathways students will participate
in this year's YWOK competition. Competition 
awards are given at Writers of Kern's annual WOK 
Honors dinner in May. Please consider supporting 
this worthy program to encourage young writers. See 
Dennis VanderWerff for details. 

In Memoriam - Dr. Nancy Edwards

Nancy Edwards, Bakersfield College professor 
emerita of English and long-time Writers of Kern 
member, passed away January 5, 2017 after a long 
bout with cancer. 

Beloved by former students and the Kern County 
writing community, Nancy co-sponsored 
Bakersfield’s National Poetry Month celebrations, 
coordinated poetry events, and co-hosted readings 
and performances in many venues around town. She 
presented writing programs and workshops for 
Writers of Kern, 60-Plus Club of CSUB, gifted 
students at West High School, and at local and 
regional college-level conferences throughout her 
career and into retirement. 

Nancy was a gifted and prolific writer of fiction and 
non-fiction as well as poetry, with numerous 
publications: books, anthologies, and literary 
journals. Most recently, she had two poems in the 
2016 chapbook, Writing the Drought, A Collection of 
Poems by Kern County Authors.

I admired Nancy greatly for her talent and generous 
spirit. I first met her many years ago when she read 
one of her poems at a Writers of Kern meeting. That 
poem, “You are my Africa,” made my breath catch in 
my throat. When I mentioned it to her a few years 
later, she found a copy and gave it to me. I took 
Nancy’s flash fiction class through the Levan 
Institute. The lessons she taught influence my writing
today. When we co-presented a program on writing 
memoir for the 60 Plus Club’s ElderCollege in 2015, 
I found her to be an excellent and gracious working 
partner. 

Nancy Edwards loved writing, teaching, and 
encouraging and mentoring writers. We in Kern 
County and Writers of Kern were lucky and 
privileged to have her among us.
Annis Cassells
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