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Skepticism — Where Did it Go*?

By Pastor Bruce Grentz

Skepticism — what's happened to

it? It doesnt seem to be in vogue.
& Thomas, the patron saint of
skeptics, is honored no longer.
False narratives abound and no one

vestions them or has any doubt
%ME’L they are true. Be it about a
person’s behavior 30 years ago or
scientific claims about an herb from
the Rain Forest, it seems to be
rstandard fare to simply accept
whatever we read or hear or see
on the web, cable TV, podcasts. op
eds, social media. Pundits declare
people credible based on their
feelings about them not on the
facts. Yet we accept opinions as
facts. We have become gullible,
nagydat best.
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'Being a Scientist, produced in 2000,
atked skepticism as the second

/mlost, important core value for

scientific research. Honesty held

4 thetop spot. But skepticism fell

from its lofty perch quite quickly.
Ry 2016, when HOO scientists were
asked to rank the top ten values,
they helieved were most important
in doing science, honesty ranked
first (bL%), curiosity came in second
(6O%), and perseverance third
(34%). Skepticism came in 7" at

13% What happened? Why was it no
longer important to question the
veracity, validity, reliability and results
of research?

Being a boomer, I can honestly say that
everything from politics to parenting
was questioned in the 60s and 70s. As
we saw 58,000 of our generation die in
Vietnam, many of us wondered out loud
what it was all about? The Domino
Theory that suggested all of Asia would
go communist if Vietnam fell, simply
didnt pass the sniff test.

We were true skeptics. We didnt
accept what we were told carte
blanche. We needed proof. Being
raised in the Joe Friday — Dragnet
era, we wanted “Just the facts, mam!”
We wondered out loud: we questioned
everything. I might add not always
respectfully or with dignity. Just look
at clips of Woodstock and you'll know
what I mean

Thomas, the patron saint of skeptics
needed proof as well. In John 20:25,
He told the disciples, “Unless I see in
his hands the marks of the nails and
place my finger into the mark of the
nails and place my hand into his side, “I
will never believe” Eight days later,
Jesus showed vp and told Thomas to
place his finger into where the nails
were and put his hand into his side.

Cont. on next page.
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Thomas was overwhelmed and proclaimed, “My Lord and my God!"

Different than political leaders who disparage those who disagree with them or attempt
1o cancel others, Jesvs wasnt a raging narcissist whose power, avthority and sense of self
were threatened by Thomas' suspension of belief in Him.  He knew Thomas happened to
be from Missouri — the “Show Me” state ¢ha ha). Jesus welcomed his skepticism and
simply showed Thomas and had him touch the realities of his death, burial and
resurrection — facts not feelings.

But we haven't had the opportunity to see the nail marks in Jesus” hands? So, how can we
know for sure that Jesus rose from the dead?

According to Dr. Justin Bass in his hook, The Bedrock of Christianity, 1 Corinthians 15:2-7,
is a creedal tradition that can be dated to the time of Jesus. Bass asserts that more
than likely, Paul heard it from Peter and James when he visited them in Jerusalem for
fifteen days. This earliest creed in the church affirmed that Jesus died for our sins, was
buried, rose on the third day, then appeared to Peter, the twelve and then to 500

brothers. So, it wasnt a few ieoile, 50 years after the fact, who testified to seeim'; him
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