
 

6th Grade - Summer Reading Assessment  

  

 

 

What kind of information is included on a book jacket?  
 

The saying goes, “Never judge a book by its cover.” But, book covers serve a very important role in marketing a 

book for sale. Publishers carefully select cover images in order to entice readers to pick up a book and buy it. 

The book jacket also includes an enticing synopsis of the book (much like a movie trailer) that gives the reader 

enough information without giving too much away. The book jacket will also include a brief biography about the 

author to give even more information about the person behind the book as well as quotes from key publications 

in order to convince the reader that the book is worth reading. 

5 Tips for Creating an Effective Book Cover  

• An effective book cover reveals key elements about character, setting, theme, conflict, symbols, and more.  Focus on the 

most appealing element of the book and find an eye-catching way to represent it on the cover.  

• Think like the reader. What would a reader pick up? What does the reader want to see? Put it on the cover. The audience is 

the most important factor when creating an effective book cover. Different audiences will respond to different images and 

fonts. For example, a teenage girl will respond to different images than an elderly man. Think like the audience. 

• Avoid stereotypical images, words, and phrases. For example, if a book is about how to budget money, a cliché  image 

would be a piggy bank. Think of a different way to catch the reader’s attention that is unique and original.  

• Portray the main  message of the book in a concise and distinctive way through a combination of words and images.  

• Set a clear, powerful, and relevant tone through colors, font choices, diction, and imagery. For example, a book about World 

War II  will have a different tone than a book about the history of bubble gum, and the tone of the cover should convey that 

tone in an effective way. 

Task  
For this assignment, you will create a book jacket for a book of your choice. You will include:  

1. An effective cover that conveys key elements through images, words, and tone. Create a cover that is different from the 

original cover. Make purposeful decisions about fonts, colors, words, and images that appeal to the book’s specific 

audience.  

2. A synopsis of the book on the inside flap that teases the reader to want to read more.  This synopsis should be written by 

you. Summarize the beginning of the story. What is the situation? What is the conflict? What is the setting? Tease the 

reader to want to know more.  

3. A biography of the author on the back of the jacket. Write your own brief biography of the author and include any details 

from the author’s life relevant to the story and/or any other significant works by the same author.  

4. Quotes from publications to market the book. Research 1-2 quotations from real life publications about the book and 

include these in effective places on the book jacket. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your book jacket should fit onto a normal sized book. The book jacket should be a polished, professional 

product. The text should be typed, and images should be high-quality. 
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7th Grade - Summer Reading Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

Task: A movie trailer is an advertisement for a movie that attempts to convince an audience to want to see it. 

For this assignment, you will apply this concept to a book. Create a trailer of your book similar to that of a 

movie trailer. Your trailer should illustrate the key elements of the text through photography, live action, video, 

illustration, and/or animation. The goal of a trailer is to reveal enough information about a story to make it 

interesting to the audience without giving it all away. Strike a balance between revealing key elements such as 

plot, setting, character, and theme while also persuading the audience to want to read the book. 

Requirements:  

• The book trailer should be 2-3 minutes in length.  

• The trailer should include some text, or quotes, from the book.  

• Visuals should correlate to key elements of the text, and they should emphasize the text’s tone(s) and 

theme(s).  

• Presentations should be high quality productions with seamless integration of visuals and text.  

• Presentations should play automatically like a film.  

• Prepare a 2-3 minute explanation of your book trailer and how your visual communicates the tone and 

themes of the book as a whole.  

• Be prepared to field questions from the class after your presentation. 

 

Tech Tools: Consider this list of resources for making your visual presentation. 
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8th  Grade – Summer Reading Assessment 

 
Assignment 

Read a book from the reading list. For the book you read, 
complete a double entry journal of 15 entries. 

 

The left side of the page should have 
the following: 

 
On the right side of the page, you need to do the following: 

A quote that interested you, 
caught your attention  

or 
captured a main idea of the novel, 

 or 
 made you think.  

 
(Keep in mind this can either be a passage from 
the book or character dialogue.) 
 
After the quote, you should identify the speaker 
(either the narrator or the name of a character). 
 

You must include the page number  
for your quotes after each quote. 

(page number) 

Briefly give the context of the quote and answer TWO of the 
following questions for EACH QUOTE: 
     1. Why did you select this quote? 
     2. How does the quote advance the meaning of the book? 
     3. How does the quote influence your understanding of a 
         character? 
    4. What does this passage/idea make you think of or 
        remember? 
     5. Do you want to challenge or qualify the author’s claim? 
        In what ways do you agree with it? Disagree? 
     6. Does something confuse you or lead to further     

questions? 
 

Your explanation should be at least 2-3 sentences for each 
quote. 

 

 

How you will be graded 

Category Excellent Good Needs Revision 

Quality of the quote  
 

If you select random 
quotes, you may not be 

able to give a meaningful 
response 

 

The selected  quotes are 
important to the novel or 
really mean something to 
the reader. The right side 
entry makes clear why this 
was an important quote.  
Spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation are 
correct. 

The selected  quotes 
could be important to the 

novel or really mean 
something to the reader. 
However, the right side 

entrydoesn’t  make it clear 
why this was an important 

quote.  There are a few 
pelling, capitalization, and 

punctuation are correct 

Selected  quotes are 
ransomly chosenl or don’t 

have meaning  to the 
reader. The right side 

entry does not make clear 
why this  was an important 
quote.  There are multiple 

spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation are 

correct 

Thoughtfulness of your 
opinions and 
explanations 

Shows that you really tried 
to make connections 
between your quotes and 
the rest of the novel and/ 
or yourself. You did  
NOT just give a summary 
of the quote. Instead, 
show how this moment in 
the book made you 
think/connect. 

 

Shows that you really tried 
to make connections 
between your quotes and 
the rest of the novel and/ 
or yourself. However, the 
connection doesn’t match 
with the concept of the 
quote. 

 

Did not show that you 
really tried to make 
connections between your 
quotes and the rest of the 
novel and/or yourself. You  
just give a summary of the 
quote rather than showing 
how this moment in the 
book made you 
think/connect. 

 

 



 

 

 

This quote connect to another part of the story by… 

One recognizes the author’s use of theme here 

because… 

This section doesn’t make sense since… 

As one reads this quote, he can see that the character 

is… 

Actually, this quote reminds me of a time in my life 

when… 

One can relate this quote to the book ___ because… 

These words stood out to me … 

 


