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Getting  Acquainted with your Guitar
Guitar parts, acoustic nylon string K

The Basic Parts of Your Guitar
The most common guitar that people acquire to as their guitar is the nylon string acoustic or classical guitar. 
They come in a range of sizes that can suite children around the age of 5. 
The first step in learning how to play the guitar is getting to know about its parts and how to hold it.
In this section we’ll discuss the absolute basics, beginning with the parts of the guitar.
This illustration labels all of the basic, structural parts of the guitar. 

The most basic parts of the guitar have very similar names 
to the human body. The guitar’s largest portion is called the 
body, which connects to the neck that protrudes from the 
body and leads to the headstock.
The guitar produces sound from its strings which are 
suspended from the bridge at one end and to the headstock 
at the other end. The acoustic guitar amplifies the sound of 
these strings naturally with its resonance chamber which 
in simple terms is made up of the guitar’s front, back and 
sides. 

Guitar Parts in Detail
In this diagram we have labeled some of the more intricate parts of the guitar. Getting to know these parts will 
help you to find your way around the guitar in future lessons.
This diagram allows us to understand more completely how the guitar works. For example although the strings 
of the guitar are connected at both the bridge and the headstock, the saddle suspends the strings at a very 
specific height above the frets which controls the guitar’s playability. If the strings are suspended too high then 
the strings are difficult to depress against the frets, but too low and the strings will buzz. The nut, does the 
same job at the other end of the guitar, and the tuning pegs 
allow the strings to be tensioned precisely in order to keep 
the guitar in tune.

The fretboard, which is considered to be a part of the 
neck, is in fact a separate piece of wood (on most guitars) 
specifically chosen for its tonal characteristics, where as the 
neck wood is usually chosen for strength and support.
The sound hole assists in the role of the resonance chamber 
discussed earlier, and the sound board, although being 
considered a part of the guitar’s body, is a piece of wood 
specifically chosen for its tonal characteristics.
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