Ever Faithful…Always Hopeful
Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2021

Gathering

All Shall Be Well—C. Browning

Responsorial Psalm:

Psalm 51—M. Haugen

Distribution of Ashes:

Ashes to Ashes—D. Schutte

Eucharistic Acclamations
Communion Song:
Closing:

Mass of Remembrance (see card)

Instrumental

Beyond the Days —R. Manalo, CSP

Ever Faithful…Always Hopeful
This Lenten Season we will journey through the Sunday Scriptures, aided by text of the
new Wheaton Franciscan Vision Prayer...May the wisdom of God’s Word, and the vision
of our Sisters and Covenant Companions, guide our steps as we strive to bring Christ to
our wounded world—being ever faithful to God’s covenant and always hopeful in our
mission.
Note: You will find the complete text of the Vision Prayer and the weekly scripture on our website at
www.wheatonfranciscan.org.

O Holy Mystery...
We begin with a cross of ashes. We are familiar with ashes. On TV they come into our homes on faces of victims of war
and terrorism and on the irreverent tongues of those who threaten violence that reduces hope to ashes. In contrast, on
the faces of heroic firefighters and emergency workers ash has a new dignity, a humble witness of self-sacrifice and
love of neighbor. Since last Ash Wednesday, something has almost certainly and personally turned to “ash” for us...a
pandemic, loss of a loved one, relationships betrayed, when illusions of ourselves or others were destroyed...so much
ash.
Yet ash is also fertile and protective. After a forest fire ravages the earth, new life springs from cracked seeds and
mulched branches. Hope for new life. Lent is only one part of a broader story, a broader mystery—which as a whole
tells us where we have come from, who we are now and who we should strive to be, and the future that awaits us all if
we help each other grow in faith and holiness.

How are you being called to enter into the Holy Mystery of this Lenten Season?
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