“I Told You…” > John 10:22-42
10:22-30 Jesus has repeatedly shown Himself to be the Christ through how He fulfills prophecy,
how others witness about Him, and how He works miracles in ways that only God can. Yet, we
find that there are some who simply refuse to believe no matter what evidence is given – these
folks are choosing to willfully reject the Savior.
10:31-42 Rejecting Jesus is the same as rejecting God, because Jesus is fully God even as He is
fully man. While the crowd thinks that this is blasphemy, they would know better if they would
simply compare what Christ has taught and done with what the Scriptures said to expect for a
Messiah.
Context: This is the second half of Christ’s “Good Shepherd” teaching, and it contains a key that
has been emphasized throughout John: some are called to follow Jesus, and so will have eternal
life through Him. Others do not – and their coming judgment is completely and entirely just.
Aim: Jesus is both fully man and fully God at the same time – trying to separate these two
truths only leads to confusion and error.
Gospel: God in the flesh – our faith centers on the fact that God is with His people. In this case,
quite literally, as He has taken on flesh to live amongst us, die like us in our place, and rise
again. He has secured eternal life for all who believe.
Applications: For any who doubt Christ – do you have honest questions? Or are your questions
actually excuses to not have to believe or to not have to commit? Secondly: don’t think of Jesus
only as man or only as God – He is both!
Here is how I will apply these truths: ___________________
__________________________________________________

Sunday Announcements
1) Representatives of the church’s various boards met online last night and unanimously
agreed that we believe a socially-distanced church service can be held responsibly given
our best understanding of the current conditions in Woodbury County.
2) We have chosen June 14 as the day for our first in-person church service (which means
that the June 7 service will be online only). We understand that some of you were
hoping for June 7 to be in-person; however, as we evaluated where we stand with all of
the changes that need to be made and plans that need to be set in place, we found that
a little extra time would be beneficial. The Lord has blessed us with a minimum of
hiccups during our online services and to maintain that same high standard, we want to
take the time to get this right.
3) The good news is that what you love most about our services will continue: singing with
our worship team, prayer, Scripture reading, and a sermon that applies the Bible to our
daily lives. At the same time, to do this well and to care for one another, we will need to
modify some of our normal practices:
4) If you are over 65 or have health conditions that might make you more susceptible to
Coronavirus (including, but not limited to: heart disease, reduced lung function, asthma,
or a weakened immune system), then we would urge you to continue to enjoy the
service either online or through paper form. The church is committed to continuing
online and paper services at least through the end of the summer, and longer should it
prove necessary. Dear friends: we really want to see you, but not at the expense of your
health.
5) Similarly, if you are feeling ill, have a fever, a cough, flu-like symptoms, or have been
around anybody who is suspected of having Coronavirus within the past 14 days, we are
also asking you to stay home and enjoy our service online.
6) We will be trying an experiment for our online services on June 14 and 21. We will
record the actual service that morning in an effort to also capture the worship singing.
Then, we will upload the service Sunday afternoon. This means that, while the service
won’t be available online in the morning, it should be available either late afternoon or
evening. Those of you watching the online service: please give us your feedback once
this new format begins – our hope is that it provides a little more sense of “being
there,” but if it doesn’t meet that goal then we’ll change it back to our previous format.
7) For those joining us in-person - when you arrive, you will notice some differences: there
will be no Sunday school. Due to the difficulty of social distancing children and the
various situations of our volunteers, we have suspended in-person Sunday school for all
ages through the rest of the summer. Please continue to find each week’s lessons
online.
8) We will not be providing coffee and the kitchen will be closed. Please bring your
beverage of choice from home in a spill-resistant container. Parents: please ensure that
your children have whatever drinks they need with them when you come to church.

9) Other than the sanctuary, hallway, and bathrooms, please refrain from going into other
areas of the church – this will preserve our disinfection supplies.
10) The service itself will be socially distanced. Every-other-pew has been roped off. We
would ask that you sit in family units (feel free to “adopt” a family if you are coming
alone and feel safe doing so!), and ask that parents keep their children with them while
in the building. Note that, due to people’s differing comfort levels, we will not be
shaking hands or giving hugs – feel free to wave from afar.
11) We have removed everything from the pews, so please plan on bringing your own Bible
and reading all music from the screen. “Give away” Bibles are available for visitors or
those who forget to bring one.
12) We are encouraging and recommending that you wear a face mask, but it is not being
required. Please be respectful and supportive of others. Remember that there are good
reasons to wear one, such as to keep from touching your face and to protect others
from your coughs. Remember also that there are very real reasons why folks aren’t
wearing masks: glasses fogging up, trouble breathing, and difficulty communicating.
13) We won’t be taking up an offering with collection plates, but instead we will have a
locked “offering box” on the information table in the hallway for any offerings that you
would like to give. The other giving options of online, mailing it in, etc. will remain
available as well.
14) We ask for your patience with one another during this time. The only way that we can
have the joy of meeting together in-person is if we do what we can to prevent the
spread of Coronavirus within our church. Certainly, we can’t guarantee that it won’t
happen, but that doesn’t mean we should be careless either. Similarly, rest reassured
that – should the situation in Sioux City worsen again – the leadership will reconsider
whether we can have in-person services in a reasonably safe manner. As well, if we are
notified by the health department of anyone testing positive for Coronavirus who has
been at the church service, we will suspend services for a minimum of two weeks.
Prayer
Today, Lord, we are excited: excited for what you have done, by challenging us and changing us
and growing us over these past few months. We are excited for today, where we have the
blessing of opening up your Word and singing your praises. And we are excited for June 14
when, by Your will, we shall meet again, even if only in a limited way for now. Father, you have
been good to us all throughout – there’s nobody who can doubt that. Our prayer this morning
is that you will work in us in two ways. Spiritually: we ask that you continue to change us and
make us more like the people whom Jesus has called us to be whether at home, as parents or
children, at work, and in the community. And we also ask that you change our thinking: we live
in an era where we are divided over the smallest of things. Would you have our church be the
opposite? Give us unity even in the areas we disagree. Enable us to be patient and have respect
for one another. Let us not assume, but care enough to ask and understand. In doing so, we
pray that the unity you give would be a witness to Christ’s love in the city around us. Amen.

