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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

                GMCLA Releases Virtual Performance of Men’s Chorus World Premiere  
    of Frank Ticheli’s “Earth Song” to Celebrate Earth Day 

  
Los Angeles, CA (April 21, 2020) As people across the globe join together to express their love and 
concern for our planet on Earth Day, members of Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles, led by Music 
Director & Conductor, Ernest H. Harrison, have created a virtual performance of EARTH SONG, by 
renowned USC composer, Dr. Frank Ticheli. This work was to have had its Men’s Chorus world premiere 
at GMCLA’s spring concerts April 4-5 at the Alex Theatre in Glendale.  You can view the video by clicking 
here. 
 
Lou Spisto, GMCLA’s Executive Director & Producer commented, “We are so grateful to the nearly 100 
GMCLA members who performed in their homes and to those members who led this effort: Project 
Producer, Dave O'Brien; Audio Producer,  Lucio Maramba; Video Editor / VFX Artist, Javier Descalzo; and 
additional editorial by Bernie Espinosa.” Spisto continued, “I particularly want to thank my dear friend of 
thirty years, Frank Ticheli, for generously allowing us to share EARTH SONG with the public in this special 
way.  We can’t wait to perform it with an audience and have Frank with us for the live world premiere. 
We think this effort is pretty wonderful and we hope we have made him proud.” 
  
GMCLA created this entire special project solely during the stay-at-home order, currently in effect in Los 
Angeles County, as a way to do something for their family of subscribers, audience members, the young 
people they serve in schools each year, and people everywhere.  In performing a song that highlights the 
need to heal the planet on this special day, the Chorus also hopes to help heal people with the power of 
music during this difficult time.  
 
More about composer Frank Ticheli  
 
Frank Ticheli’s music has been described as being “optimistic and thoughtful” (Los Angeles Times), “lean 
and muscular” (The New York Times), “brilliantly effective” (Miami Herald) and “powerful, deeply felt 
crafted with impressive flair and an ear for striking instrumental colors” (South Florida Sun-Sentinel). 
Ticheli joined the faculty of the University of Southern California’s Thornton School of Music in 1991, 
where he is Professor of Composition. From 1991 to 1998, Ticheli was Composer in Residence of the 
Pacific Symphony. Ticheli’s orchestral works have received considerable recognition in the U.S. and 
Europe. Orchestral performances have come from the Philadelphia Orchestra, Atlanta Symphony, 
Detroit Symphony, Dallas Symphony, American Composers Orchestra and many others. He is the 
recipient of a 2012 Arts and Letters Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, his third 
award from that prestigious organization. Ticheli was awarded national honorary membership to Phi Mu 
Alpha Sinfonia. Ticheli received his doctoral and master’s degrees in composition from The University of 
Michigan. His works are published by Manhattan Beach, Southern, Hinshaw, and Encore Music, and are 
recorded on the labels of Albany, Chandos, Clarion, Klavier, Koch International, Mark and Naxos. 
 

- more - 
 

mailto:lou@gmcla.org
https://youtu.be/mCUL85MF5BM
https://youtu.be/mCUL85MF5BM


 
 

 

2 

 
More about GMCLA 
 
Founded in 1979 during the emergence of the gay rights movement, GMCLA has spread its message of 

love and acceptance across the globe, and has raised its collective voice in the struggle for social justice, 

the AIDS crisis, the fight for marriage equality, and for all those seeking to find their own voice.  Working 

tirelessly to serve people of all ages, GMCLA’s free ticket program has provided access to thousands of 

low-income seniors over the decades and research-based education programs have reached over 70,000 

young people throughout Los Angeles and Southern California.  

In the past year, GMCLA performed to widespread acclaim at Carnegie Hall, The Hollywood Bowl (with 

Hugh Jackman), at World Pride in New York City and LA Pride, and performed to packed houses during 

its regular season at The Alex Theater and Walt Disney Concert Hall. GMCLA’s recent performance on 

the Film Independent Spirit Awards went viral and has been viewed more than 7 million times 

worldwide. 

GMCLA is under the leadership of Executive Director & Producer, Lou Spisto. Ernest H. Harrison, an in-

demand Los Angeles-based choral conductor and singer, is the recently appointed Music Director & 

Conductor.  

Critics have proclaimed the Chorus “inspired,” “expressive, innovative, and utterly moving,” and hailed 

GMCLA for presenting “meaningful entertainment.” In the review of this season’s Holiday concert, 

Broadway World wrote: “I have never heard such beautiful harmony and singing and I have been 

attending every year for many, many years … the Chorus is unstoppable.” 

For more go to: gmcla.org, facebook.com/gaymenschorusla, Instagram.com/gaymenschorusla, 

youtube.com/user/gmclavideo   
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