
Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles Builds Bridges 
With Mexico – Not Walls – in Historic Collaboration this October

(LOS ANGELES) – JULY 26, 2018 – Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles (GMCLA) today 
announced an historic musical collaboration and cultural exchange with its choral 
counterpart from Mexico City in the effort to build bridges, not walls, between the two 
countries.  

Executive Director Jonathan Weedman today announced that GMCLA – one of the 
largest and longest-operating LGBTQ arts organizations in the United States – will 
perform a joint concert event with Coro Gay Ciudad de México on Saturday, October 13 
at the Alex Theatre in Glendale.  

The collaboration, helped made possible by Presenting Sponsor Southwest Airlines, 
will commemorate and celebrate the rich traditions and history shared by both the 
United States and Mexico, at a time when honoring our shared values has never been 
more necessary.   

“We are thrilled to welcome our Mexican brothers to join us for this amazing artistic 
collaboration,” says Weedman. “With the dynamic surrounding Mexican-U.S. relations 
and the division around immigration, GMCLA is reaching out to show the world that 
love, understanding, and compassion is the right response.”  

During the concert, the two choruses will also be joined onstage by Mariachi Arcoiris 
de Los Angeles, the world’s first LGBTQ Mariachi Band.  Together, GMCLA and Coro 
Gay Ciudad de México will perform a wide array of beloved Mexican and Mexican-
American music, paying tribute to artists such as Juan Gabriel, Gloria Trevi, Selena and 
Los Lobos.  

There will also be other cultural components and celebrations throughout the week of 
this exchange, including a concert on October 12 at Hollenbeck Middle School in East 
Los Angeles where together the two choruses will sing for students in appreciation of 
the city’s diverse communities.   

Additionally, GMCLA has assembled an Honorary Distinguished Host Committee, 
comprised of Los Angeles’ most notable and celebrated leaders from the civic, 
cultural, political and business spheres, including actor and philanthropist William 
Shatner, Artistic Director of the Los Angeles Master Chorale Grant Gershon and 
former Los Angeles County Supervisor, the Honorable Zev Yaroslavsky. The committee 
will serve to formally welcome Coro Gay Ciudad de México to the United States for this 
special and momentous occasion.  
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For nearly 50 years, Los Angeles and Mexico City have been united in a special bond 
as Sister Cities so it’s fitting that this concert event will kick off GMCLA’s 40th 
Anniversary Season in the spirit of inclusiveness and celebration of diversity that has 
been the organization’s hallmark since its founding in 1979. 

“GMCLA’s 40th Anniversary Season is filled with exciting national and international 
collaborations,” said Artistic Director Dr. Joe Nadeau. “We are delighted to welcome 
our friends from Coro Gay Ciudad de México in an historic concert event on October 13 
where we bring together our two choruses, our two countries in a celebration of 
Mexican culture and music. You do not want to miss this historic international event!” 

“We are very happy and honored to be able to share the stage with our brothers of 
GMCLA,” says Oscar Urtusástegui, Board President of Coro Gay Ciudad de México. “The 
bridges we build together are with those who inspire us, whom we admire and who 
through music we can call our brothers today.”

For more information or to purchase tickets, including special VIP tickets, visit 
www.gmcla.org or call (424) 239-6514. 

### 

About Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles (GMCLA) 

GMCLA has garnered international acclaim for artistic excellence while remaining deeply rooted in service to the Los Angeles 
community and beyond by promoting civil rights, tolerance and acceptance through music. Founded in 1979 during the 

emergence of the gay civil rights movement, critics have proclaimed the chorus “inspired,” “expressive, innovative, and utterly 
moving,” and hailed it for presenting “meaningful entertainment.”
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