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Five Years On, Executive Director Christopher Verdugo Leaves Lasting 
Legacy at Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles (GMCLA)  

 
Verdugo Announced in New Role  as  Execut ive  Direc tor  o f  

 San Franc is co  Gay Men’s  Chorus (SFGMC)  
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
(LOS ANGELES) – June 28, 2016 – After five years of leading the Gay Men’s Chorus of Los 
Angeles to unprecedented growth as its Executive Director, Christopher Verdugo will be stepping 
down after accepting a new role as Executive Director of the San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus 
(SFGMC). 
 
Verdugo will conclude his tenure with the Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles on September 9. 
 
One of the country’s largest male choral ensembles, GMCLA has seen a remarkable evolution as an 
organization under Verdugo’s steady hand and visionary stewardship.  
 
Verdugo looks to leave a lasting legacy with the organization having impressively doubled its annual 
budget to over $2 million, overseen membership growth to 250, bolstered the impact of its youth 
outreach and educative initiatives throughout the Greater Los Angeles area, and launched the 
groundbreaking national “It Gets Better” tour, in addition to shepherding the launch of the historic, 
first of its kind Trans Chorus of Los Angeles.  
 
“It has been an honor to serve as GMCLA’s executive director,” said Verdugo. “My love affair with 
GMCLA began 10 years ago as a singer.  The opportunity to serve as executive director, work with 
so many dedicated board members, staff, and an unparalleled group of talented chorus members has 
been the journey of a lifetime. I look forward to continuing my vital work in the gay choral 
movement in San Francisco.”  
 
“We thank Chris for his service and dedication to GMCLA,” said John Duran, Chair of the 
GMCLA Board of Directors. “We wish him much success in his future endeavors and know that he 
will lead the SFGMC to continued excellence.” 
 
The GMCLA Board of Directors has formed a transition team to guide the search for a new 
Executive Director. An interim director will be announced soon.  

 
### 

 
About Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles (GMCLA) 



GMCLA has garnered international acclaim for artistic excellence while remaining deeply rooted in 
service to the Los Angeles community and beyond by promoting civil rights, tolerance and acceptance 
through music. Founded in 1979 during the emergence of the gay civil rights movement, critics have 
proclaimed the chorus “inspired,” “expressive, innovative, and utterly moving,” and hailed it for presenting 
“meaningful entertainment.”  
 

 


