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General preventive driving habits can make a big difference in winter driving safety. Before 
beginning any trip, remember to check the current road conditions and closures, weather 
forecast and local winter requirements such as use of tire chains. For highway information 24 
hours a day, check the state’s Department of Transportation website. 

Safe Winter Driving Tips 
 Buckle Up! It’s the law
 Plan the route – prepare for the

roadway conditions the vehicle will be
traveling on, i.e. chains as required.

 Have a contingency plan if the weather
conditions deteriorate.

 Don’t ignore dashboard warning lights!
Be mindful that the regeneration
process that is required for emissions
control will not execute in extreme
temperatures.

 Keep an emergency supply of water,
non-perishable food, extra clothes and
blankets in case of a vehicle breakdown
or other emergency.

 Brush snow and ice from vehicles
rooftop before traveling to avoid falling
ice/snow on other vehicles

 Leave plenty of room between the
tractor/truck and vehicle in the front. If
someone is tailgating, make more
room between the tractor/truck and
the vehicle in front in case they hard
brake – this will give more time to slow
down and avoid a rear-end accident.

 Maintain at least a half a tank of fuel –
this will keep the fuel lines from
freezing.

 Use a three point stance to get in and
out of the vehicle. Wear appropriate
footwear and watch for ice or snow on
the walking surfaces of the vehicle.

 Do not let the truck idle. The Diesel
Exhaust Fluid (DEF) tank freezes at
about 10 degrees, so make sure to
begin driving the truck immediately to
ensure the heaters warm the DEF.

Winter Preparedness 



CRANE FREIGHT & CARTAGE/1500 RANKIN RD./HOUSTON, TX 77073/281.233.9500/WWW.CRANEFREIGHT.COM 

Winter Truck Maintenance Tips 

Frigid temperatures and harsh winter conditions are hard on any vehicle, especially 
vehicles that are on the road for 10 to 12 hours a day. Performing routine 
maintenance will help drivers avoid emergency repairs and costly downtime during 
the coldest months of the year. 
Before snow falls and temperatures drop, prepare the vehicles for the season with 
this suggested maintenance checklist. 

 Keep a vehicle running at highway speeds in extreme temperatures vs. idling so it
can reach the temperature threshold required for the regeneration and Diesel Engine
Fluid cycling processes.

 Plug in the engine block heater on all diesel trucks each night - even when the
temperature feels warm. The longer a truck sits, the more crucial it is to plug it in.

 Be sure the vehicle is at normal operating temperature when the block heater is
plugged in. Block heaters maintain temperature; they are not designed to heat
coolant from ambient temperatures.

 Avoid cold soaks. Cold soaks occur when the engine fluids and the steel of the
engine block drop to ambient temperatures. This happens when a vehicle sits for
more than a day and it impacts starting and charging systems.

 Get a correctly blended fuel with a cloud point additive to prevent fuel filter waxing.
 Base your fuel needs on your destination weather. Use winter weight fuel when

driving north and consider fuel additives.
 Check the tires often. Freezing temperatures can cause slippery driving conditions.

Having correctly inflated tires in good condition will help prevent breakdowns and
accidents.

 Clean and inspect exterior. The best way to protect the exterior of vehicles from
snow, ice and salt is a thorough cleaning and a coat of wax before winter conditions
set in. Wash the cab, body and undercarriage regularly to remove corrosive salts and
deicers to prevent body damage.

 Pre-trip the truck daily. This should include inspecting the vehicle for frozen
components like trailer doors, power cords, etc. If there are any safety, starting, fuel
or heater defroster-related problems, a driver should address issues immediately to
avoid problems down the road where it may take a long time to get road service to
the location of the breakdown.


